Chapter XI

1971-1977
The secretary oj the Naas club becomes secretary oj the County Board.
Great victory jor the junior hurlers and continued success jor the
underage hurlers. Naas G.A.A. clubhouse is officially opened. Trials
and tribulations over debt on club centre. Naas win first u-16 jootball
title since 1949.

1971
Naas Club Secretary becomes County Secretary
The club officers and committee were: President, Maurice Dowling:
Chairman, Barney McPoland; Vice-Chairman, Sean McGlynn; Secretary,
Liam McManus; Assistant Secretary, Mick Nolan. Treasurer, Mick
Enright.
A football sub-committee was formed to take charge of the junior "A"
and junior "B" teams. It consisted of Sean McGlynn, Patsy Broe, Seamie
Curran, Mick Curtis and Tommy Higgins.
A few weeks later Liam McManus was elected secretary of the Kildare
Co. Board. He was secretary for four years from 1971 to 1975. He became
the second Naas c1ubman to be so honoured. M. J. Ginnane was the first
and was also the first secretary of the Co. Board.
After a good year in 1970, progress in 1971 was very poor. Both the
junior "A" and junior "B" teams were defeated in the first round by Kilcullen. The junior "A" game was very close with Kilcullen lucky to win.
Kilcullen went on to take the junior title that year.
The minors were defeated by Raheens, the eventual champions, in the
first round. The juvenile team made some headway in the juvenile championship, but were not involved in the closing stages. In November, 100
boys took part in an u-14 street league which was played on Saturday mornings and was organised by Bro. Collins and Bro. Maher.
The junior hurlers defeated Moorefield (narrowly) and beat Suncroft by
2-9 to 1-9. Suncroft objected and the Kildare Coiste Iomana ordered a
replay. In the replay Naas won by 4-11 to 5-4. In the semi-final Naas
struggled for a long time before emerging clear winners by 7-7 to 5-2. The
final proved to be a titanic struggle with Leixlip emerging victorious by 6-10
to 3-10.
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In the junior hurling league Naas defeated Sallins, Athy, Celbridge and
Broadford. They had a walk-over from Kill and Maynooth and lost to Suncroft and Leixlip. Naas earned their place in the semi-final with a great victory over S. Barabara's by 7-6 to 7-1. This victory was all the more
meritorious considering Naas were six goals down at the interval. Leixlip
were the victims in the semi-final by three points. In the final against Suncroft, fortunes swayed - Naas seemed well beaten early on but came back
to lead by two points with time almost up. A Suncroft goal in the dying
seconds deprived Naas of victory by a point. Some of the stars of that side
were Noel Treacy, John Kinnane, Sean Brennan, Joe Leonard, Con Egan
and Johnny Cleere.
The minor hurlers were defeated in the first round of the championship.
The underage hurlers had a tremendous year, winning all four championships - u-12, u-14, u-15 and u-16. They also won the u-12Ieague. The efforts
of the Naas Hurling Club in the sixties, spearheaded by Phil Hanrahan, Jim
Gallagher, Padraig McManus, Pat Fitzgerald and Liam McManus were
now bearing fruit. The u-16 team reached the semi-final where they met Eire
Og who had been a bogey team to this Naas side since their u-12 days. In
the semi-final a disputed point by Eire Og levelled the scores. In the replay
a surge by Naas late in the second half, when four points behind, won the
day by 3-9 to 2-10. Naas won the final comfortably against Coill Dubh. The
match was played before the Kildare v Waterford NHL game. The Waterford officials expressed their surprise and astonishment at the skill of the
Naas lads.
The u-15 team had the added incentive of knowing that the winners of
the county u-15 hurling championship would represent Kildare at the first
Feile na nGael hurling festival in Tipperary. Naas reached the final without
playing a match. Their opponents in the final were St. Brigid's (Kildare).
Two goals by Timmy Finan and Tommy Butler (captain) just before halftime sent Naas on their way to the title.
At the Feile, Borrisoleigh were hosts to Naas. Naas defeated the home
side in the first match but were defeated by Comeda (Antrim) in the second
round. Comeda, a divisional side from Belfast, won the competition. The
lads had such a great time that the club invited Borrisoleigh up for the weekend of the All-Ireland hurling final. Naas repeated their victory over the
Tipperary side and both teams were brought to the All-Ireland final.
The u-14 hurlers defeated Eire Og, Broadford and Castledermot to reach
the final against St. Brigid's. Naas, with Jack Hogan dominant at midfield
and Bernie Delmer playing a blinder in defence, ran out easy winners.
Naas defeated Celbridge, Devoys and Droichead Nua to reach the final
of the u-12 league against St. Brigid's. Naas, with Ger Walsh, Gerry Daly
and Tony Delmer in great form, won by 8-2 to 4-2. The same two teams
met in the championship final. This was a much closer game with Naas winning by five points.
Naas became the first club to record the "grand slam" in underage hurling (u-12, u-14, u-15, u-16). A lot of credit for this success was due to Bro .
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Casey, Bro. O'Neill, Bro. McCarthy and Bro. Ryan and to the men in
charge in 1971, Pat Fitzgerald and Padraig McManus. Dominic Deegan and
Kieran Butler were on the Kildare u-16 team and Liam O'Brien, Dermot
Sinnott and Jack Hogan were on the u-14, u-15 and u-16 teams.
The building of a social centre was proposed by Phil Hanrahan.
Plans were made by the committee, led by the chairman Barney
McPoland, to carry out the work involved. The centre, estimated to cost
£28,000, consisted of 8,800 square feet. It was planned to use voluntary
labour, at a savaing of £4,000, in laying the base. The club received a loan
from Croke Park for the project because the club members had invested
£3,400 in the G.A.A.'s club development scheme. The Naas contribution
to the development scheme was the best in the country.
Phil Hanrahan promoted the idea of the club development scheme and
was chiefly responsible for raising the £3,400. He was the instigator, while
club chairman Barney McPoland was the driving force behind the project.
A 400 club draw was organised to provide finance for the social centre.

1972
Naas Win Junior Hurling Title
The officers for 1972 were: President, Maurice Dowling; Chairman,
Barney McPoland; Secretary, Pat O'Shea; Treasurer, Mick Enright.
1972 will always be remembered as the year that work commenced on the
clubhouse at the Fr. Brennan Memorial Park. The base was laid by voluntary labour which saved the club approximately £5,000. Workday was every
Saturday under the watchful eye of Patsy Broe. It was Patsy's direction and
guidance that speeded up the operation and by the end of the year the project was half-way to completion. Those who worked on the building remember many enjoyable Saturdays spent in the park. Who could forget the very
long hot day when the load of Readymix arrived for the base? As the driver
alighted from the lorry he was handed a Smithwick's bottle containing some
home-made beer (which was tried and found wanting). The thirsty driver
drank eagerly and for those in attendance the "result" will always be a
happy memory whenever they are near the area of the centre where the
squash courts stand today. Many a good game of football was played on
that concrete base. Eugene Smyth always tells the story of bringing down
a pot of tea to the lads one Saturday morning. With one hand on the wheel
and one on the pot of tea, everything was grand until the car in front stopped suddenly at the entrance to Kingsfurze Avenue. Eugene had to stop suddenly too, but the tea didn't!
The footballers had another disastrous year. The junior "A" and "B"
teams were defeated in the first round by Rathcoffey. Participation in the
losers group brought little success either with the junior "A" team losing
to Castlemitchell 3-8 to 1-4 and the "B" team giving a walk-over to Sallins.
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The league performances were no better with Naas winning only one game.
As a result Naas were relegated to Division 3.
The minor footballers suffered a first round defeat at the hands of
Monasterevin. A similar fate beset the u-16 footballers.
If the footballers were in the dumps, then the hurlers were triumphant. The
junior hurlers, with Joe Leonard, Mick Brophy, M. Phelan and N. Treacy
in fine form, defeated Leixlip by 4-9 to 2-0 in the semi-final. In the final they
had a seven points victory over Broadford by 3-7 to 2-3. Here are some
passages from the match report:
"In the first half Naas, with a strong breeze, camped in the Broadford
half but failed to get scores and after twenty minutes play were a mere five
points in front. ... In the closing minutes they improved with a goal by
Seamus Stokes and points by Joe Leonard .... From the restart, Broadford swept into attack .... The few occasions that Naas got the ball upfield
in the second half, Joe Leonard cracked over the vital points." Naas scorers
were J. Leonard 0-8, M. Brophy 1-1, Padraig McManus 0-1.
This was the club's first junior hurling title since 1964. They also completed the double beating Eire Og in the league final by 6-4 to 4-4. Four
goals by Danny Sullivan in the second half clinched victory for Naas in a
closely contested encounter.
The Naas team showed grat courage and determination to come back
after the disappointments of 1971 in which they lost both finals. Credit for
this renaissance went to the hurling sub-committee, namely Alex Burke,
Sean O'Mahoney, Malachy Vallely, Pat Fitzgerald and Joe Leonard.
The minor hurlers were defeated in the final by Eire Og 9-5 to 1-3. Eugene
Smyth was outstanding for Naas. The u-16 team lost in the final to St.
Brigid's and the u-14 team were eliminated at the semi-final stage. The u-12
hurlers won the championship for the fifth consecutive time.
The u-12 and u-14 hurlers played in the Dublin South Central League.
Both teams finished in the top four of their respective competitions.
The u-14 hurlers represented the county in the Hile na nGael in Tipperary. Their hosts on this occasion were the Lorrha club who defeated
Naas in the first game. The team managers were Padraig McManus, who
met his future wife on this trip, and Pat Fitzgerald. Two car loads of supporters camped out for the weekend in the playing field.
Fund raising to finance the building of the clubhouse included a 400 club
draw, an annual cycle rally and a ten miles sponsored walk held jointly with
Gorta, the famine relief organisation.

1973
Clubhouse Officially Opened
The big event of the year was the completion and official opening of the
social centre. In a constant downpour the Bishop of Kildare and Leighlin,
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Dr. Lennon, accompanied by Fr. Harris P.P., blessed the centre. The president of the G.A .A, Mr. Pat Fanning, performed the opening ceremony. At
the reception, after the Kildare v Derry game in which Kilare won by 3-15
to 4-8, the president congratulated the committee and particularly the chairman Barney McPoland.
In 1973 Naas could only field a junior "B" team. A victory over Cappagh
was expected, but a defeat at the hands of Celbridge brought football in the
county town to a new low. They reached the semi-final of Division 4 of the
league but failed to qualify for the final due to lack of training.
The minor footballers reached the quarter-finals of the championship but
were defeated by Raheens.
The juvenile footballers reached the semi-final of the championship.
An activities committee was formed during the year. In an effort to
improve the standard of football in the club they organised a street league
during the summer which attracted over seventy players . Newbridge Road
defeated Kilcullen Road in the final. During the autumn and winter they
organised indoor training under the guidance of Malachy Vallely.
The senior hurlers easly accounted for Coill Dubh in the first round but
were easily beaten by a far more experienced Eire Og side.
In the junior hurling championship Leixlip defeated Naas in the first
round. The minor hurlers were defeated in the final by Eire Og 8-2 to I-I.
The only title of the year went to the u-16 hurlers.
The u-14 hurlers were beaten in the final of the Dublin league. They won
the Kildare Feile na nGael competition by defeating St. Brigid's and were
the guests of the Pallasgreen club in Limerick. They lost narrowly in the
semi-final of Group 2 despite the brave efforts of John O'Rourke, Brendan
Clarke, Barry O'Donoghue and Brian O'Reilly. In the county championship final St. Brigid's turned the tables on the Naas side winning their fifth
title.
Naas, bidding for their sixth u-12 title in succession, were beaten by St.
Brigid's.
There were six Naas players on the Kildare team that won the u-16 special
All-Ireland competition. In September, as the club was awaiting the arrival
of the Kildare minor team, defeated by Tyrone in the All-Ireland final, the
chairman Barney McPoland was involved in a very serious accident. Barney
was seriously injured and the sympathy of Naas and surrounding districts
was extended to his family . Only a couple of months previously he had
brought to fruition the late Phil Hanrahan's dream of a Naas G.A.A. social
centre. The club had to work hard to meet their financial commitments.
Dances were held weekly in the centre but the profits were small. The 400
club draw brought in nearly £2,000, the cycle rally £600 and a "teenage
hop" at Hallowe'en, organised by the juvenile committee, made a profit of
£100. The club survived 1973 with £367.53 credit but faced into 1974 having
to pay interest of £2,240 to the bank and intrest of £557 on the loan from
the G.A.A's club development scheme.
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1974
Formation of Badminton Club

The club officers for 1974 were: Chairman, Eugene Smyth; ViceChairman, Sean McGlynn; Secretary, Pat O'Shea; Treasurer, Mick
Enright; Activities Committee: Jim McManus, Malachy Vallely and Ger
Murphy (outdoor games); Activities Committee: Jim McManus, Malachy
Vallely, Jimmy Brennan and Christy Norris (indoor games) .
Naas re-entered the junior football "A" championship and were narrowly defeated by the eventual winners, Ballykelly, in the first round. They
were promoted to Division 2 of the SFL but did not win the competition
outright. The long delay between the end of the league matches and the
play-off stages contributed to the downfall of the Naas side.
The minor footballers were eliminated in the early stages of the championship.
The same fate befell the senior and junior hurling teams.
The indoor activities committee set out a basketball court and organised
a basketball competition on Tuesday and Thursday nights. Over twenty
teams from Naas and the surrounding area participated . A deputation consisting of Malachy Vallely, Jim McManus and Pat O'Shea met the ladies
about setting up a badminton court. A membership fee of £I was agreed
and Monday and Wednesday were allocated with Ann McManus and Mary
McLellan in charge.
The badminton court stands and the basketball rings were made by Luke
Lynch. Patsy Broe put up the basketball boards.
The u-14 team was the only underage hurling team to win a championship
in 1974. Trained by Liam McManus, they defeated St. Brigid's in the final
and represented Kildare in the Feile na nGael in Limerick. They won two
matches and reached the smei-final of their section. The host club was Ballingarry and Naas returned the favour during the weekend of the All-Ireland
hurling final.
During the year dances were held weekly in an effort to raise money to
offset the debt in the bank. Although big crowds attended, the profit
margins were small. Bertie O'Sullivan was in charge of the dances and he
got valuable assistance from John Harrington, Dick Mahon, Padraig
McManus, Pat O'Shea, Pat McNulty and John Farrell who was also
caretaker and groundsman.
The chairperson of the ladies committee was Rose O'Rourke, a lady
whose hard work contributed much to the overall success of the club.
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1975
Marathon Cycle for Funds

The increasing debt on the clubhouse was having its effects on both the
administration and the players. The resignation of officers half-way through
their term and the poor performances on the playing field, evident in 1974,
continued into 1975.
The promoters and supporters of the 400 club draw during the period
must be congratulated. It was the income from this draw and the weekly
dances that kept things going but it made no inroads on the overall debt.
Other fund-raising schemes in 1975 were the cycle rally and the marathon
cycle. The marathon was organised by the juveniles and minors of the club.
It left Naas on Saturday morning, July 6th, at 7 a.m. for Limerick and
arrived back on the Sunday at 9 p.m. There was much amusement as the
group set off from Limerick on the Sunday morning with their sleeping
blankets tied around their saddles. Paddy Ryan, Sean O'Mahoney and
Bertie O'Sullivan rendered valuable assistance on the trip. The group stayed
overnight in the Limerick CBS secondary school.
In the JFC "'A" Ardclough defeated Naas in the first round. A victory
(Naas' only victory in nine games) against Rathcoffey (2-6 to 0-4) gave the
lads the impetus needed to prevent relegation to Division 3. The junior "B"
team did not progress in the championship and the loss of three league
games out of five left them no hope of qualifying for the top four play-off.
In the minor football championship Naas defeated Allenwood in a close
encounter with Naas getting ahead in the final quarter . Kilcock defeated
Naas in the semi-final by 3-9 to 2-7. County men Jack Hogan and Mattie
McCabe were best for Naas. Newbridge defeated Naas in the league
semi-final and went on to win both the league and championship.
Naas won the u-14 football championship.
The primary schools u-13 football team, trained by Declan McGovern,
won the midland league.
The senior hurlers were defeated by Suncroft and by St. Brigid's. A late
flourish by St. Brigid's brought them success even though Naas led by seven
points at half-time.
In the junior hurling championship Naas defeated Leixlip and drew with
Eire Og in the semi-final. In the replay Eire Og won by 5-10 to 2-4. The Naas
stars were Timmy Finan, Mattie McCabe and W. Danagher.
St. Dermot's defeated Naas in the u-12 hurling final.
The Naas "A" minor hurling team retained the Liam May Trophy for
the nine-a-side hurling tournament. This competition was organised by the
juvenile and minor committee. They defeated Eoghan Ruadh (Dublin), St.
Dermot's, A.A.S. and Naas "B" to reach the final where they defeated
O'Toole's (Dublin) by 2-8 to 2-2. The best player award went to Eugene
Spratt (A.A.S.) and the free-taking competition was won by Paddy
Sheridan (Naas "A").
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The Naas team was D. Sinnott, M. McCabe, F. Savage, C. Hanrahan,
P. Sheridan, P. Buggy, P. Donoghue and B. Delmer.
In the minor football seven-a-side for the Farrington Trophy, Na Fianna
(Dublin) beat Clanna Gael (Roscommon) by 2-5 to 1-1 and Newbridge
defeated Naas by 3-9 to 2-3. In the final Newbridge scraped home against
Na Fianna (Dublin) by 2-3 to 1-4.
The Kildare minor football team, with three Naas men, P. Donoghue
(left full-back), Mattie McCabe (right half-back) and Jack Hogan (left
corner-forward), on the team, were beaten by Tyrone in the All-Ireland
semi-final.
The St. Mary's Camogie Club (secondary school) won the u-16 championship trophy.
The club officers in 1975 were: President, Maurice Dowling; Chairman,
Padraig McManus; Vice-Chairman, Declan McGovern; Secretary, Pat
McNulty; Treasurer, Pat O'Shea.
Pat McNulty resigned during the year and was replaced by Morgan Lalor.
Later in the year Padraig McManus resigned (he was going abroad) and the
vice-chairman Declan McGovern took over as chairman. Malachy Vallely
was elected vice-chairman and Liam McManus and Ger Murphy were coopted to the committee.

1976
Hurling and Football Championship Double for the Juveniles
The club officers were: President, Maurice Dowling; Chairman, Declan
McGovern; Secretary, Morgan Lalor; Assistant Secretary, Mick Nolan;
Treasurer, Pat O'Shea. Mick Nolan and Sean McGlynn (committee member) resigned during the year. Such upheaval was common in the midseventies and reflects the difficult period the club was going through.
The year began on an encouraging note when the junior foot bailers
reached the final of the district league and were narrowly defeated by Round
Towers. It looked as if a revival was on the cards but a second round championship defeat and relegation to Division 3 saw the junior team in complete
disarray. The same fate befell the junior "B" footballers and the senior and
junior hurlers who all failed to reach the later stages of both league and
championship.
If adult football and hurling was in dire straits in 1976 the year belonged
to the underage teams. The u-16 footballers won their first championship
since 1949. This was a major breakthrough for the club at underage competition. The Naas team, under trainer Declan McGovern, defeated Newbridge by 1-5 to I-Ion November 7th. This was the first of many successes
in the late seventies and early eighties for which Declan McGovern was
responsible.
181

Liam McManus trained the u-16 hurlers to victory over the champions,
Castledermot, at Athy. In a hard-fought game Naas pulled through in the
last ten minutes to win a great victory. Eddie Lenehan, Tony Delmer and
Brendan (Duck) Sullivan were stars on the Naas side.
The arrival of Bro. Burke, a native of Cork, in Naas was a great boost
to underage hurling in the town. Bro. Burke was a great asset to the club.
No journey was too far in his quest for hurleys for his u-14 team. That u-14
team won the county championship and represented Kildare in the Feile na
nGael in Cork. Bro. Burke, along with many of his u-14 Naas team, played
a vital part in the Kildare victory in the Leinster special u-14 hurling championship. That Naas team contained players such as Michael and Paul
Curtis, Michael Lehane, Willie Danagher, Seamus Curran, Thomas
(Smash) Noone, Liam Madden, John Prendergast, Seamus O'Brien and
Martin Pearse.
The old fence around the pitch was removed and a higher chain link fence
replaced it. This work was done under the guidance of Malachy Vallely. A
new scoreboard was built for the NFL game Kildare v Galway which
Kildare won by 2-10 to 2-4.
The annual basketball and indoor football leagues were run very successfully. Many fund-raising events were organised during the year including the cycle rally and the 400 club draw but through lack of support they
were rendered relatively ineffective in realising capital to meet the debt.

1977
Minor Hurling Title

The highlight of the year was the winning of the minor hurling championship. Under the guidance of Morgan Lalor, Con Egan and Paddy Bracken,
they defeated Eire Og in the semi-final by four points and drew with Castledermot in the final 2-8 to 3-5. In the replay, Naas won by 2-7 to 1-4. This
was the club's second title in this grade. The first victory was in 1955 with
Jimmy Whelan in charge. Castledermot defeated Naas in the league by 3-7
to 1-8.
The senior hurlers, despite some good performances, failed to make it to
the semi-finals after Ardclough defeated them by 5-8 to 4-1. Naas started
well and were leading by 3-0 to 0-3 in th first half but a "goal spell" for
five minutes in the second half set Ardclough up for victory. Malachy
Vallely, Paddy Bracken, Mattie McCabe, Jack Hogan, Noel Treacy, were
best for Naas.
The u-12 and u-14 hurlers performed very well under the guidance of
Paddy Ryan. The u-12 team won the championship while the u-14 team
were unlucky losers. The u-16 hurling championship was played on one
weekend and resulted in a win for St. Brigid's.
The junior "A" footballers were defeated by St. Laurence's by a narrow
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margin. An appeal for a penalty in the dying minutes, for an alleged foul
on full-forward Richard Hayden, was ignored by the referee. In the senior
league, Division 3, Naas reached the semi-final but failed to gain promotion. Two games in the league were controversial. The game against Kill was
abandoned after ten minutes due to weather conditions and the match
against Kilcock was called off after 29 minuts by the referee, F. O'Reilly
(Celbridge), because of abuse from the sideline.
The junior "B" team got off to a bad start in the league losing to Leixlip
in the first match by 1-14 to 1-6. They were beaten in the championship in
the early stages. Some team membrs were 1. Finan, M . Butler, B. Grehan,
P. Sheridan and M. Nolan .
The playing field was in a very poor state around both goals after the
winter months. This was highlighted when the NFL game between Kildare
and Kerry was transferred to Newbridge because of the condition of the
ground.
There was great interst in the Sc6r competitions. The ballad group (P.
Sherry, M. Lalor, M. Vallely, C. Egan and O. Teahan) and the quiz team
(D. McGovern, Bro. Kane and Eoin Hearty) reached the county final.
Many efforts were made to reduce the debt on the clubhouse. Bingo was
organised and while large crowds attended the expenses were so high that
very little money was made on the venture. A field day which was held in
August attracted a large crowd and proved more successful.

UNDER 14 1961
Back row: C. Behan, J. Sheridan, L. Schwer, M . Ca rr, L. Higgins, B. Dow ling,
S. Merrins, P. Drewitt, F. Rafferty.
Middle row: L. Buggy, T . Dowling, D. O'Keeffe, N. Doran, B. Ryan, E. Coffey,
J. J. Whelan, P. Sherry.
Front row: Jerome Higgins, P. Swan, T. Curtis.
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