Chapter II

1888
The Naas Catholic Institute Athletic Club applies for affiliation to the
County Board. The saga of the Naas John Dillons and Mr. S. C.
White, Kildare Observer. The first Kildare football championship. The
Town Commissioners complain about the John Dillons use of the
ballroom. The John Dillons organise their own football tournament.
The Naas Brass Band and the Clongorey Evictions.
Rule Controversy

In January the club played its fourth game against Straffan. Straffan,
who had the wind and hill in the first half won the game by 4 points to 3
points. The tactics of the Straffan team in the second half were heavily
criticised in the match report for consistently kicking the ball over the
sideline in the second half to delay time. Best for Naas were Dowling,
Doyle, Cooper, Brown, Gogarty.
Jigginstown was again the venue for the visit of Athy who were very
annoyed at having to wait I Y2 hours for the Naas team. Athy won the game
but two very interesting incidents occurred in the second half. Naas played
most of the second half with 20 players, one of their number having retired
indicating that no substitution was allowed. Secondly, the Athy team got
a Naas point disallowed for alleged carrying of the ball. The Kildare
Observer commented "We might say in this connection that it is universal
practice of Gaelic Clubs to allow a player to take three paces with the ball
before kicking. However, it may be contended that if the rules are strictly
adhered to the ball cannot be carried an inch, but the handbook of the rules
as published at the offices of the 'Gael' is singularly incomplete and is in no
sense a guide to the game." That night the Naas club entertained the visitors
in the Town Hall ballroom. Afterwards it was discovered that ornamental
fans were pulled from the walls of the ballroom. The Observer said this
brought discredit upon the Naas Gaels. Another very interesting report in
the same paper read "On Wednesday night a break-in at the Co. Kildare
Club grounds, 20 jerseys, the property of the members of the Catholic
Institute club, were stolen."
At the release of Wm. O'Brien from prison the Naas John Dillons and
the Clane Wm. O'Briens marched up and down the main street in Naas led
by the Dillons Brass Band. Both clubs also issued anti-coercion act proclamations. The Naas G.A.A. John Dillons debating society opened their
mock parliamentary session with a debate on the land question.
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Application for Affiliation by Naas Catholic Institute
In February 1888 the Naas Catholic Institute club applied for affiliation
to the Kildare County Committee. The County Committee consisted of S.

J. Brown, Chairman (Naas); J. M. Ginnane, Secretary (Naas); P. J. Doyle,
Treasurer (Naas); Mr. Pitts (Straffan); Mr. Kelly (Clane); Mr. Carey (Kilcock); Mr. Digan (Athy); Mr. Kennedy (Monasterevin). The Naas Catholic
Institute club were represented by Mr. H. Farrell, Mr. D. Donohoe, Mr. D.
Sheridan. The three county officers all members of the John Dillons club,
opposed the application. The application was defeated having only received
two votes. The Kildare Observer commented "The Naas G.A.A. (John
Dillons) members opposed the application, and opposed it with such
virulence as to leave no doubt that they had allowed their spite and rancour
against the members of the Institute Club to overcome their desire of advancing the interests of the Gaelic Athletic Association. It was a miserable
exhibition of petty malice." This was their second application for
affiliation. The Catholic Institute then appealed to the Central Executive
against the decision of the County Committee. There was no love lost
between the Kildare Observer and the Leinster Leader. The Leader reported
that the Observer had said that the Catholic Institute club were bitterly
hostile to the Gaels. The Observer denied the statement saying that no such
expression was ever used by them.
The following challenge matches were played, Naas 1 point and 1 forfeit
point, Ballyknockan Gaels 2 forfeit points; Straffan 1-4, Naas 0-0 and
Straffan 2nd team 1 point, Naas 2nd team 0-0. Naas defeated Two Mile
House which had just been founded.
In March the first president of the Naas G.A.A. Club, Fr. E. Walsh, was
transferred to Clonbullogue as parish priest.
The County Committee met to make the draw for the county championship. Of the nine present, four were from the Naas John Dillons. J. J. Dowling (Naas) took the chair due to the late attendance of the chairman S. J.
Brown (Naas). Some interesting information from that meeting was that
three new clubs were affiliated, Ballymore Eustace, Prosperous, and
Mooretown and three clubs had their applications adjourned, Brownstown,
Ballygarvan, and Kilcullen. All first round matches were fixed for April 1st
and Naas were drawn against Milltown in Newbridge.
The Observer reporter Mr. S. C. White criticised the editor of the Leinster Leader J. M. Ginnane (founder of the Naas club) for his attacks on the
Catholic Institute especially prior to meetings dealing with their application
for affiliation. At one stage Ginnane offered the Observer £1 00 if they could
prove that he had attacked the Catholic Institute. The Observer replied that
on March 3rd he had said that the Catholic Institute football club had
sprung into existence for the purpose of opposing the Gaels and he asserted
they were a "sinner" against the Gaelic Athletic Association.
A notice in the Leinster Leader stated that Mr. S. C. White (a reporter
with the Observer) had been banned from Naas club. No reason was given.
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The "White Saga" continued when Naas brought two teams and their
brass band to Sallins to play the local club John Mandevilles. The Dillons
2nd team beat the Mandevilles 2nd team by one goal to nil When the second
match was about to start the Naas captain Mr. John Dowling objected to
play if Mr . S. C. White was allowed to play for the Mandevilles, on the
grounds that Mr. White had been expelled from the Dillons. A heated
discussion followed but the match was not played. The following complaint
was made by the Dillons to the County Committee against Sallins
Mandevilles.
(1)
(2)

for having admitted an expelled member into their club .
for having refused to play an arranged game unless the expelled
member was allowed to play with them.

The Dillons with four members on the County Committee were in fact
hearing their own complaint. A deputation from the Sallins club said that
Mr. White had told them that the Dillons would not oppose his election to
the Sallins club. Mr. White was not allowed attend the meeting. A resolution was passed suspending the Sallins John Mandevilles if they did not
expel the "objectionable" member. In its report of the meeting the
Observer referred to the four Dillon members as witnesses, accusers and
judges.
.
First Football Championship in Kildare
In April Naas played Milltown in their first County Championship game.
The game was played in Newbridge in a field belonging to a Mr. Doyle
(Naas). At the end of the game and after one period of extra time neither
team had scored. In the second period of extra time Naas man Dick Doyle
scored two points from 40 yard frees. The Naas Dillons won by 3
points to nil. Four of the first round matches were played in Naas in a field
loaned to the County Committee by Mr. Michael Eagleton T.e. Naas
received a bye in the second round and the other second round matches were
held in Naas in a field in Bluebell loaned to the County Board by Mr.
Donnelly. Mr. J. J. Dowling refereed all three games.
The semi-finals and final were fixed for Sunday 15th April at Horse Hill,
Broadfield, Naas. The ground was well marked out and surrounded by a
fencing of wire to keep the spectators from interfering with the contestants.
The first semi-final was between Naas and Moorefield. The field umpire for
Naas was Dr. Smyth and for Moorefield was Mr. Langton. The referee was
Mr. Seery (Dublin). During the first half Moorefield scored two points and
put the Naas back line under pressure. On the stroke of half time
Moorefield were awarded a 40 yards free kick but the referee blew for half
time before the kick could be taken. The Moorefield players expressed dissatisfaction, but to no avail. At full time the scores were level, Dick Doyle
having scored two points in the second half. In extra time each team scored
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a point but a goal by Dick Doyle put Naas into the first Co. Kildare senior
football final. In the other semi-final Clane defeated Maynooth (Crom-aboos) by 2-2 to 0-2 after extra time.
After the second semi-final some confusion reigned. Many people seemed
to think that, because the two semi-finals had gone to extra time, the final
would be postponed to some day during the week. However, the captain of
the Naas team insisted on playing off the match, and declared that unless
Clane played, Naas would claim the championship. Folklore has it that Dr.
O'Connor of Clane had to follow the Clane team into Naas and get them
back to play in the final. Clane won the game by 4 points to nil. After the
game an exhibition hurling match between Monasterevin and Maynooth
took place. At 8 o'clock Mr. S. J . Browne presented a set of Celtic crosses
to the champions Clane. After the presentation a good time was had by all.
The Kildare Observer reported: "From the time the match concluded 'till
a very late hour the din on the streets and around a number of the public
houses was of such a character as to make one heartily rejoice that championship matches are of infrequent occurrence."
Early association with Punches town
On Walking Sunday 22nd April 1888 Naas played Eadestown in a football game in Mr. Behan's field . The Kildare Observer reported as follows:
"Walking Sunday" is a day devoted by the people of the surrounding district to assemble at the scene of the greatest racing carnival in Ireland, to
view the course - recollecting the triumphs they have witnessed there in the
past, and indulging in anticipation of future ones. It was a very wet day and
a small attendance turned up to renew the old custom. Naas won the game
by 4 goals 4 points to 1 point." One hundred years later this custom is still
observed but the football match is not played any more. Instead the local
athletic club runs a series of races, the principal one is the Millbrook Cup,
a six mile men's handicap which has been held there for many years. The ·
racing meeting at Punchestown is still a major event on the racing calendar
but is now held over three days, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday.
Town Commission and the G.A.A.
Trouble with the Town Commissioners brewed again when the town
sergeant reported to the Commissioners that the ballroom door was
unlocked for over a week and there was a constant stream of trespassers
who were practising on the horizontal bars.
Mr . P. J. Doyle who attended the meeting on behalf of the Naas G.A.A.,
said he wished to mention that their door was broken open. The bolt was
shot, and it had been impossible to close the door since. He was asked to
state the facts of the case to the Commissioners and to see what was to be
done. Mr. Doyle on being asked, gave his version of the incident "On
Monday week last Cooke's Company came there. Mr. Ginnane who had the
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key of the ballroom was away that day in Maryborough (Portlaoise) and
one of the Company came to him (Mr . Doyle) to get some of the forms that
had been put up stairs while the lower room was being repaired. By the aid
of a ladder he got in through the window and opened the door from the
inside, which could be done from the nature of the bolt. He stayed there
while the man took down the forms. He asked if he wanted anything more,
he said he did not and went away. He (Mr. Doyle) then locked the door
inside and went out as he had come in by the ladder at the window. The
town sergeant came to him in the evening, and told him that the door was
open. He got the key and went up and found the door open, and it was open
since. He believed it had been trespassed upon ."
The Commissioners agreed to put a new lock on the door.
At the next meeting of the Town Commissioners in early May the clerk
(Mr. Walsh) said he had a matter to bring forward with regard to the
ballroom. He got the keys from the Gaelic Athletic Association for the purpose of getting the ballroom for the police. The police left the room on
Thursday (extra police were brought in for Punchestown) and the keys were
handed over to him. On the Saturday James Hyland came to him for the
key of the ballroom and he refused to give him the keys because he would
not give an undertaking not to erect the horizontal bars and the parallel bars
until after the Commissioners' meeting on Wednesday. Mr. Ginnane the
secretary of the club then came to him and told him if he did not give him
the key he would break in the door of the ballroom. On finding out that
they were taking some of the bolts out of the door he gave Mr. Ginnane
the key in the presence of Dr. Smyth (Club Chairman) and the Town
Sergeant.
A discussion followed as to whether the ballroom should be used as a
gymnasium or not and about the wear and tear on the floor. After viewing
the room Mr. Doyle on behalf of the Association agreed to get some matting for the floor. The matter was then dropped.

S. C. White's expulsion from Naas John Dillons
The dispute with the Observer reporter S. C. White came to light again.
A report in the Freeman's Journal in May of a meeting of the Central Council of the G.A.A. contained the following "With regard to the expulsion of
Mr. S. C. White from the Naas John Dillon Branch by the County Committee, from which he appealed to the Central Council, it was decided that the
appellant was eligible for membership of any other branch of the G.A.A.
outside Naas, when he had left that place." The Central Council also
decided that the suspension of the Sallins John Mandevilles had been illegal
and instructed the Kildare County Committee to re-admit them to the
Association. This was done at the next meeting of the County Committee.
This piece prompted an immediate reply from White in a letter to the
Observer. The letter indentifies those whom White held responsible for his
expulsion. It relates his side of the story which he was not allowed to do
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at the County Committee. This rule which prevented White from membership of another club was commonly known as the parish rule and lasted in
its original form in Kildare up to the late 1970s. The following is the text
of White's open letter to the Observer:
To the Editor of the Kildare Observer,
Dear Sir,-In a recent issue of the paper published in Naas, which
has wasted columns of its space in abusing me for what Pitt ironically
calls "the atrocious crime of being a young man," a reference is made
to me as "the expelled member of the John Dillons." Although I
refrained from noticing the previous abuse, which only made that
paper ridiculous without hurting me, I feel it incumbent upon me now
to expose and to denounce a much more insidious form of attack than
the previous senseless pieces of rhodomontade . I am described as
expelled from the John Dillon G .A.A., and some week ago the committee of that club published an advertisement to that effect in the columns of the Leinster Leader, without assigning the reason for their act
of expulsion; the reason being so flimsy and so outrageously unjust that
it could not bear the light of day. Wnether by so doing they tacitly
acknowledge this or left the public to imagine that I was a micreant
unworthy to belong to the Association will be easily seen by what
follows. A reference to the rules of the G.A.A. will show that a member can only be expelled for conduct calculated to bring the Association
into disrepute, and, consequently, the presumption to be formed from
both advertisement and comment was that I had been guilty of such
conduct. What was my crime? The charge in effect was that I was
employed on the staff of the Kildare Observer. I was charged by Dr.
Joseph Smyth, a member of the Committee, with having written
paragraphs in your paper attacking the Association and the John
Dillon branch. I was charged with punctuating a report of Dr. Smyth's
speech with "noise", and with heading the report with the derisive caption "The Hurlers and The Hunting." I was further charged with having written a paragraph in your paper charging some members of the
Naas G.A.A. with stealing fans from the ball-room, in the Town-hall,
and flaunting them upon the street; and, in short, when I denied that
I had been guilty of conduct to bring the Association into disrepute,
I was informed that the whole policy of the paper upon which I was
employed was simply to cast discredit upon the Association. These
charges, sir, were assumed true, without the slightest proof whatever,
on the mere dictum of Dr Smyth, whose "pail system" had not been
lauded in your columns, and who very probably gave me the credit of
attacking his hobby, and thus like Goldsmith's celebrated piece of furniture he "contrived a double debt to pay" by working up my expulsion on any charge that he could patch up, knowing that he might rely
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upon the blind obedience of most of his followers. This is a branch of
an association which as been established for the cultivation of the Irish
national pastimes of hurling, football, and other games, and yet these
men, one of whom described himself as "a hurler on the ditch," had
the effrontery to import into it not only their personal spite but their
trade jealousy, and declared that I brought the Association into
disrepute because a report which appeared from me in the Observer,
and which I justified, was not sufficiently interspersed with "loud
cheers" and "applause" for Dr. Smyth. And on the bare suspicion that
I had written a paragraph accusing a Gael or Gaels of wantonly pulling
down fans from the Town Hall walls and flaunting them on the streets
- on the unsupported suspicion of having penned this I was at once
adjudged "guilty of conduct calculated to bring the Association into
disrepute," and subjected to expulsion. The committee came to this
conclusion without consulting the body of the club in any way, probably for the same reason for which they declined to give the cause of
my expulsion. I refused to accept the alternative of resignation which
had been offered to me, and allowed Dr Smyth and his satellites, or
parasites, or sycophants, or whatever name he chooses to call them by
when they are not present, to pronounce their ponderous decree against
me. The public, who were hitherto unapprised of these circumstances,
can understand now why I am referred to as "The expelled of the
Dillons". In the words of Mr. John Dowling, the captain of the
Dillons, of whom I say nothing further, "my being a member of the
Gaelic Association was incompatible with being on the staff of the Kildare Observer. " "Incompatible" is what Mark Twain would call "no
slouch of a word," and I should be curious to know how Mr. John
Dowling became acquainted with it. His conversational style is not
generally so adorned. I have no doubt, however, that his easy conscience and those of his friends on his committee, were soothed with
it, by the persuasive gentleman who introduced it to their acquaintance. After the first shock of my expulsion (the Scotch jester of the
Leader will understand please that this is sarcasm), I joined the Sallins
Mandevilles, and went to play with them against the Dillons, the body
of whom, not knowing anything of my hole-and-corner expUlsion,
were considerably astonished to see me amongst their opponents.
Messrs. Smyth and Brown, whose joint names form a well-known shibboleth in Naas, had been driven off the field by a snowstorm before the
teams lined up, and on coming in again objected to my playing. No
objection had been made by the captain, vice-captain, or anyone else
in their absence. But the complaisant captain, on getting his instructions, obeyed them eagerly and objected most vehemently with all the
traditional zeal of a convert or pervert, whichever term fancy or prejudice may suggest. The Sallins men declined to accept the bullying dictation of their opponents, and refused to play at all. Dr. Smyth's face
was a study at this entirely unexpected opposition. Rage soon suc17

ceeded the astonishment which was first apparent upon his visage. This
passion entirely overcame his reason and prudence, for mounting upon
a ditch, he yelled fiercely, I almost had said savagely, though I have no
wish to exaggerate the doctor's extravagance of gesture, that "it was
not the first time a bad man had been boycotted," and he "hoped that
every honest Irishman would boycott a bad man." His gesticulation I
could not describe, his language I am enabled to give. By doing what
he did, Dr. Smyth, "the one man power of a country village," enables
me now to inform him that it is owing to my good-natured contempt
for his threats and adjurations, that he is not answering for his incitement to boycotting. In addition to this, his language was an attempt
to defame my character, but I am proud to say that is beyond the reach
of even Doctor Smyth to sully, and I as much affected by his anger as
I am little covetous of his commendation.
The result of my appeal to the Central Council appeared in Thursday's Freeman. I hope for the sake of the central and governing body
of a great Association that the latter portion of the paragraph is as
incorrect as the first undoubtedly is. The first portion states that I
appealed from the decision of Kildare County Committee, who had
expelled me. Two misstatements occur in this short sentence. I did not
appeal from the County Committee's decision, nor did the County
Committee expel me. I appealed long ago to the County Committee
against the decision of the Dillons, but the same gentlemen who had
pronounced my expulsion from the latter told me the County Committee had no power to hear my appeal, and as the Dillons are practically
the Co. Committee of course they burked any inquiry. As a matter of
fact they had power to hear an appeal, but I soon perceived the folly
of bringing a case for revision before the very men who had condemned
me previously. Accordingly I went to the Central Council, asking only
to be made eligible to join another club under the rules. The result
appears in the report, which seems to be official, that I am eligible to
join a club outside Naas when I leave that place. The doctrine is thus
laid down that the mere fact of residence in a certain district is a disqualification under which a man may labour. It is considered that I am
unfit because I reside in Naas, but if I leave, I become at once eligible
in any other place. I may say that does not recommend itself to my
common sense, however pleasing it may be to the party in Naas to whom
I become an eyesore, and who desire to rid themselve of my presence.
Threats, bribes, or abuse, will not make me do otherwise than my sense
of right prompts, and my hatred of intolerance and contempt of servility dictate. My object in writing this was merely to show the paltry
and contemptible reason for which I was expelled from the John Dillon
G.A.A., and as it has reached a greater length than I intended, I beg
to conclude, by thanking you, in anticipation for its insertion.
Yours faithfully,
Naas, May 4th, 1888.
S. C . White.
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Interview with Michael Cusack
The Naas John Dillons versus White case featured in an interview with
one of the founders Michael Cusack by the Irish Cycling and Athletic News.
A portion of this interview is reproduced here.
The following portion of an interview with Mr Michael Cusack, one
of the founders of the Gaelic Athletic Association, and one who has
done more perhaps than any other man in Ireland to bring the Association to its present powerful position, will be read with a degree of
interest. The report is extracted from the Irish Cycling and Athletic
news. The extraordinary decision in the Naas "removal" case has not
of course escaped comment:Q-Would you mind telling me what suggested the idea of
establishing the G .A.A. to you?
A-The Ossianic Society was established thirty five years ago, for the
purpose of giving us even a faint idea of the brilliancy and magnificence
of Erin's civilization during the pre-Christian Fenian cycle. I thought
that I could revive some of Banba's olden glories, and I accordingly
took up one of her husband's ash wattles, and, louder than ever a
Frenchman cried 'to the barricades', I shouted, 'to the hurling field.'
The full strength of Fionn's national guards in the fourth century was
one hundred and five thousand men. When I look at a good hurling
match I go back to the past, a film comes over my eyes, and through
that film the scene is transformed. The forty-two players become three
times one hundred and five thousand hurlers, sweeping across the
country with the speed of a cloud shadow on a March day. On the 1st
of November, 1884-have you the litany?
Q-What do you think of the conclusion arrived at in the case of Mr
White, of Naas?
A-Mr White was expelled from the local branch of the G.A.A. for
being a member of the literary staff of a paper that is running the
National print rather hard in the race for popularity. He joined the
Sallins Club, and was duly followed by his persecutors. He appealed
to the County Council, but he found that body almost identical with
the boycotters of the Naas branch. The Central Council says that
residence in Naas is incompatible with membership of the G.A.A., and
that if Mr White leaves that town he will be eligible to join the Association, but not otherwise. The Kildare Observer is reminded by this extraordinary decision of 'the peculiar leniency which used to be extended
to political prisoners-a free pardon-if they quit the country.'
Q-What conclusions do you draw from the meagerness of the
report of the Central Executive?
A-That inasmuch as fourteen counties are still unorganized, no
effort is being made to spread the Association far beyond the limits it
had reached when, two years ago, I ceased to work as a representative
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for the G.A.A.; that no provision is made for the encouragement of
junior members; that, in the absence of reports from County Councils
the machinery has broken down; that, in the absence of mental culture
and of elevating Gaelic teaching, the national side of the movement is
not keeping pace with even the tardy muscular development; and that
it is not considered necessary or desirable to keep the G .A.A. riveted
together is one solid national association.
New Secretary
In mid May with the club not yet one year old the founder J. M. Ginnane
was replaced as secretary by P . J. Doyle. No reason could be found for this,
as there was no report of any A.G.M. at that time. It is possible that Ginnane was jailed for his nationalistic views. A newspaper report at the time
said that journalists in the Carlow Nationalist and Leader had been
arrested. He may have moved to another newspaper.
At this time Ginnane wrote to the Irish Cycling and A thletic News denying the accuracy of some statements which appeared in the interview with
Michael Cusack. The Irish Cycling and Athletic News commented as
follows:
"Mr Ginnane, writing from Naas, says that Mr. White was not expelled
from the local branch of the Gaelic Athletic Association for the reasons
given even by Mr. Cusack to Rudolph Storms. But the Hon . Sec. gives us
a glimpse of his kidney by erasing the printed title of his club (John Dillon
Branch) possibly with a view to the six months in Dundalk jail, doesn't say
why Mr. White was expelled. Out with the reason Mr. Ginnane; out with
the story of the roaring and screeching and brawling from the fence at
Sallins. I know where Bodenstown churchyard is." This seems to verify that
J. M. Ginnane was jailed and this was probably the reason why he was
replaced as secretary by P. J. Doyle. More than likely this was the reason
why Ginnane crossed out the club name as he was now writing as an
individual.
Also in May the Sallins John Mandevilles which had been suspended
since before the county championship as a result of the S. C. White case,
were re-admitted to the Association by the County Committee as a result
of a Central Executive meeting.
On May 27th the Dillon club passed the following resolution:
"That we regard the action of Mr. John Dowling in refusing to allow us
a field because it would be displeasing to Mr de Burgh as a slavish pandering
to landlordism." Mr. de Burgh was a major landlord in Naas at the time,
as his ancestors had been for many years before him. He had close links
with the Co. Kildare Club which fostered lawn tennis and cricket. This led
to the resignation of S. J. Brown from the Kildare Club.
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Club dispute over White case

In July the White affair surfaced again. Now it was the turn of the Dillons
new secretary P. J. Doyle. Here is the text of his letter to the Leinster
Leader:
"In your issue of the 14th July there appears a paragraph in which you
express a desire to see justice done even to Mr. S. C. White, who has been
expelled from the John Dillon (Naas) branch G.A.A. As far as I am concerned and as far as in me lies, justice at least shall be done to him now.
I say 'now' for though I need hardly state that I do not champion the cause
of a man whose expulsion from my club I proposed, yet I lay blame to myself
in as much as I have hitherto allowed to pass without protest, paragraphs
appearing in your paper from time to time based I feel on misinformation
you have received and from the reading of which, I consider, a person not
acquainted with the facts of the case would come to the conclusion that Mr.
White had been expelled for the commission of some almost unspeakable
offence.
"Mr. White was offered the option of resigning membership of the club,
and was thoroughly aware of the alternative if he refused to avail himself
of the offer. He refused. I then proposed his expulsion. There was a distinct
understanding, on the part of the members of the committee, that the
resolution was proposed on the following grounds viz. that Mr. White having practically sole control over a local newspaper, and being at the same
time a member of our branch of the G .A.A. was writing and causing to be
published in that paper paragraphs calculated in our opinion, to draw
odium on the branch, to hold it up to ridicule, and bring it into disrepute
- I could not prove to a demonstration that the paragraphs complained of
were written and published by Mr. White, but I was morally certain, from
internal evidence they contained, that such was the case. I have Mr. White's
admission that they were so written. The resolution was passed with one
dissentient.' ,
The letter drew a response from an unusual source, S. J. Brown. He
immediately summoned an informal meeting of the committee. Those in
attendance were W. Staples, James O'Hanlon, P. J. Duncan and P. Cunningham. Mr. P. J. Doyle also attended. At the meeting an argument
developed between Doyle and Brown over the accuracy of the above letter.
A resolution, proposed by S. J. Brown was passed regretting the publication
of Mr. Doyle's letter and stating that Mr. White was not expelled for the
reasons stated but for other reasons. These reasons were not stated.
This seemed to be the end of the affair. It has lasted over four months
and had featured constantly in the local and other newspapers, and had
reached the very echelons of the Association. It had been part of an interview with the founder Michael Cusack. This could not have augured well
for the fledgeling club.
In August, Naas set a record in a game against Prosperous played in a
field along the canal probably the Knocks. Naas won that game by 21 goals
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to nil. A goal for every member of the opposition. A game with Kilteel was
followed by a defeat by the local Crom-a-boos in the Maynooth tournament.
The Town Commissioners and the Naas 10hn Dillons were at loggerheads
again. This time it was over non-payment of the annual rent of £5 for the
ballroom. This led to a debate as to whether the Dillons were tenants at all.
The chairman of the Town Commission, Mr. P. Byrne, was very annoyed
that the clerk had not applied to the Naas 10hn Dillons for the rent. During
one angry exchange he said "There was no agreement, no nothing and they
needn't pay a penny at all if they like. If you don't help me out in this
matter I will give up the whole ghost. There is no use being on the Commission if we don't do it." It was agreed to write to the secretary P. 1. Doyle
informing him that the rent was due before 2nd November and asking him
to attend the next meeting and have the agreement signed and to say that
the Commissioners would like them to take the lower room next year.
The Dillons Tournament
The Dillons ran their own tournament at the Knocks in September. The
brass band of the Dillons and the fife and drum band of the Sallins
Mandevilles played music during the afternoon. In the first match Ballymore (Brigade) defeated the Eadestown (Seaghan O'Neills) by 2-6 to 0-1.
In the second game Digby Bridge (Tim Healys) lost to Two Mile House
(Saint Auxilius) by 0-4 to 1-0 because in 1888 a goal outweighed any number
of points. The last game of the afternoon was won by the Sallins
Mandevilles who defeated Staplestown (Lord Edwards) by 1-10 to 0-1. On
the following Sunday Ballyknockan defeated Kilcullen 3-2 to 0-2. The
newspaper reports accused Ballyknockan team of using "the once obsolete,
but now fast reviving, though forbidden, tactics of holding, tripping, and
pushing from behind". These tactics were referred to in the report as the
"Dublin Rules". In the semi-finals Ballymore defeated T .M.H. and
Ballyknockan defeated Sallins Mandevilles. Mr. M. Gogarty and Mr. 1. 1.
Dowling officiated during the tournament.
The final of the Naas tournament resulted in a walkover for
Ballyknockan who received the crosses for the victors. On the same afternoon Naas played Clane beating the county champions by 2 points to 1. The
game was a rough affair throughout with many fights taking place on and
off the field. They followed this with a victory over the Saggart Home
Rulers by 1-8 to nil.
On the following Tuesday, 18th September, 10hn Dillon was released
from Dundalk jail. The next night his release was celebrated in Naas. Nearly
every house in the town was brilliantly illuminated. Tar barrels were lighted
in the square and people crowded the streets. The Naas brass band paraded
the streets playing a variety of airs. At half nine a large crowd assembled
in front of the Town Hall and Mr. lames Leahy M.P . for South Kildare
addressed the gathering from the steps of the building.
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The John Dillon G.A.A. Brass Band
Even the brass band did not escape the wrath of the Naas Town Commissioners. Under the title "The Humours of the Gaelic Band" the Kildare
Observer reported on a meeting of the Town Commissioners at which two
letters were read complaining about the band. The first from the members
of the Catholic Institute read as follows:
To the Chairman of the Town Commissioners.
Dear Sir,-At a special meeting of the Naas Catholic Institute held
last evening, I was directed to bring under your notice the very great
annoyance caused to the members by the fact of band practice being
held in the ballroom during several evenings last week. The Institute,
as old members of your body, respectfully suggest that they have a
right to be protected from such annoyance. With this expression they
leave the matter in your hands hoping that their more than reasonable
grounds for complaint will receive due attention.
C. Carroll Hon. Sec.
The second letter came from the Town Sergeant.
Gentlemen-I beg leave to inform you that on last Wednesday night
between nine and ten o'clock, the members of the Naas band rushed
into the Town Hall, and upstairs and into the ballroom where they are
practising every night from about 7 p.m. until 10 p.m. On last Thursday evening a number of street arabs collected in front of the door and
threw stones into the Town Hall, when they would not be allowed to
follow the members of the band upstairs. The stones were nearlyibreaking a lamp in the hall.
Your obedient servant,
F. Gallagher, Town Sergeant.
Mr. P . J . Doyle the secretary of the Naas club said he had not been in
the town for over a week; but he was aware that an order was given to the
members of the band to put their instruments in the ballroom for safety,
their band room having been taken from them, as not doubt the Commissioners were aware, on account of the changes in the Leinster Leader office.
The place was open and they were directed to remove the instruments to the
ballroom for safety. As the result showed, there was a misunderstanding as
to what they were ordered to do or asked to do. It seemed they were practising there during the week. The understanding with the band was that they
were to place their instruments there for safety and not for practice and to
let them remain there till they got a suitable band room. The Commissioners
then went up to the ballroom with Mr. Doyle to inspect it. The horizontal
bars and paralell bars were in the room. Swinging on the horizontal bars
made the flooring of the room vibrate and dropping off it on to the boards
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made it worse. After much argument over the gymnastic equipment and the
tenancy it was decided to write to the secretary giving notice that the Commissioners would determine the alleged letting of the ballroom on 2nd
November. There was an interesting comment from Commissioner Bermingham "He thought that they might come to terms with the club. He
understood that some members were leaving it, who were rather opposed
to progress and if they left the Commissioners would find the club more
amenable. Obviously all was not well among the members of the Dillons.
As a result James O'Hanlon (treasurer) and P. J. Doyle (hon. sec.) attended
the next meeting of the Commissioners. M. O'Hanlon attacked from the
beginning. He said his members were dissatisfied with the remarks of some
of the Commissioners with regard to their want of punctuality in meeting
their engagements. He said his members were prepared to meet their
liability when the time came (2nd November). M. O'Hanlon appealed to the
Commissioners not to turn them out into the cold. "It is necessary for us
as a club to have a private room. The lower room would not answer that
purpose, it would not accommodate the instruments of our band, and it is
open to the public on every occasion, so that it would be impossible to
accept that - quite impossible."
P. J. Doyle said it was not their intention to give up the room as it was
their club room. In the following discussion it transpired that the Dillons
had refused the Catholic Institute permission to hold a smoking concert in
the ballroom at Christmas. The Commissioners could not agree among
themselves on the issue and it was left over to the next meeting which was
to take place after the 2nd Nov.
At a meeting of the County Committee in early December the question
of the affiliation of the Catholic Institute club was again before the committee. At the previous meeting the hon. sec. was directed to seek guidance on
the chairman's right to a casting vote. This vote, if allowed, would have
accepted the affiliation of the Catholic Institute club. As no reply had been
received S. J. Brown of the Dillons succeeded in getting the matter
postponed again until the secretary had received a reply.
Clongorey Evictions and Naas John Dillons
At this time also there were many public meetings in Naas against the
Clongorey evictions. As a result some members of the Naas John Dillons
were arrested. This brought out the Dillons G.A.A. band who marched
back up the town where they played some national airs and cheered for the
defendants who had been arrested. The local newspapers contained long
accounts of what happened when the police attacked. There are some
interesting passages from the Naas G.A.A. point of view.
"People were followed into houses above Wynne's Hotel (Ivy Inn)."
"Having cleared this portion of the street, they returned and charged
down in the opposite direction. Mr. Grehan's assistant, who was putting up
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the shutters upon the shop windows, was stunned with a bludgeon blow,
though he took no part whatever in the assembly, and was quietly attending
to his business." A grandson of Mr. Grehan, Gerald Grehan was to play
a major part in club and county administration in later years.
"They finally collected at New Rowand Monahan's corner (Murtagh's
corner), from which they threw stones at the barrack."
"Rev. E. Kinsella C.C. who had come up the town to induce people to
go home was seized by the throat in this charge, and would have been
batoned but that Mr. Donohoe, T .C. seized the upraised arm of the
policeman and arrested the blow."
At least two of those arrested were Dillon players, M. Gogarty and W.
(The Bard) Burke. The Bard got his nickname because of his running rather
than his poetic powers. (The Bard was a very good horse at the time.) But
as the Kildare Observer reports "On Monday he made an attempt to merit
the title in its literal significance. Here is one stanza as an example:
We're going to jail for Ireland,
An' sure it is no shame,
There's thousands here behind us
Ready to do the same.
We don't care for Fitzgerald,
Mansfield or his crew;
We fought for poor Clongorey Campaigners bold and true.
The year ended with the Naas John Dillons deciding not to play any more
matches while members of the club were in jail under the Coercion Act.
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