Chapter V

1920-1925
Naas win their first senior football title and go on to win three-in-arow. George Higgins captains Kildare. First mention of camogie in
Naas and Kildare. Formation of Naas Racecourse Co. Eight Naas men
on Kildare panel in 1925. Great games with Caragh. Jack Higgins' first
game for Naas seniors.

1920
First senior football title

The year began with the organisation of a grand victory dance in Naas
to honour the 1919 All-Ireland winning team. Two Naas men were deeply
involved in the organising committee. P. F. Grehan was secretary and Joe
McDonald, who was the trainer of that Kildare team, was treasurer.
The Naas delegates at the Kildare County Convention were: T. Lawler,
Patrick Byrne, C. (Lager) Higgins, football; J. Hourigan, P. Noone, Peter
Byrne, hurling. The accounts showed that the County Board owed the Naas
club £3-19-3 and owed the Leinster Leader £25.
The meeting discussed whether newly affiliated clubs had a right to vote.
The county secretary said that only delegates of clubs that had played a
match were entitled to vote. Mr. Hourigan told the meeting that the Naas
Hurling Club had not played a match but it was due to illness of members
of the team and that they had so satisfied the secretary. The chairman said
"that he did not think that the rule was intended to debar men from voting
under the circumstances and he would take the responsibility of allowing
the Naas Hurling Club delegates to vote at the Convention." Joe McDonald
was defeated for vice-chairman by T. Lawler.
A letter in the Leinster Leader urged the County Board to form a county
hurling team. It cited players from Naas, Sallins, Landenstown and St.
Conleth's as worthy of county honours.
The May County Board meeting in 1920 admitted Naas to the hurling
championship. The Leinster Leader reporter "Gleanad" reported that it
was a pity that the revival of hurling in Naas was left to a few enthusiasts.
He urged those interested in hurling to join up and give assistance. Naas
were fixed to play Clane in the hurling championship but the match fell
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through due to stormy conditions. Later in the year the 1920 hurling championship was abandoned. The chairman of the Naas Hurling Club was J.
Hourigan and the captain was Peter Byrne.
The County Board organised an u-16 football competition in 1920. Naas
C.B.S. and Naas Shamrocks represented Naas. Ballymore, the eventual
winners of the competition, defeated Naas C.B.S. by 1-3 to nil in the
semi-final. Naas objected on the basis that all the Ballymore team were over
the stipulated age. It is not clear if the Shamrocks took part in the competition.
The a.g.m. of the club was held on Monday 24th May in the Town Hall.
Mr. James Carroll presided and there was a large attendance. The following
officers and committee were elected: Chairman and delegate to County
Board, William Tyndall (Sm.); Vice-Chairman and Treasurer, Mr. James
Carroll; Secretary, J. C. P. Mooney. Committee: T. Carroll, J. Ward, F.
Sheridan, Patrick Byrne, Chris (Lager) Higgins, J. Loakman, Captain of
senior team, George Higgins; Vice-Captain, Jim McHugh, Captain of
junior team, M. O'Brien; Vice-Captain, T. Sheridan.
Tom Lawler (Halverstown), who had been a member of the 1913 Naas
team that won the junior football championship, was the subject of an
objection in 1920. Maddenstown objected to Caragh playing in the senior
football championship because Tom Lawler was ineligible to playas he had
not been transferred to Caragh at that particular time. Tom Lawler gave a
satisfactory explanation and the match was replayed. Described as one of
the foremost Gaels in County Kildare he was later to become county chairman from 1922 to 1933 and 1937 to 1946.
In 1920 Naas were drawn against Caragh in the junior football championship and against Athy in the hurling championship. The hurling match was
abandoned after 15 minutes with Naas leading 1-0 to nil due to approaching
darkness. The late start was due to the fact that a car carrying some of the
Naas players broke down.
Naas defeated Kilcock by 3-1 to 1-6 in the semi-final of the senior football
championship. The senior football championship final between Naas and
Caragh was played at the Dominican College grounds, Newbridge. On the
day vehicles of all sorts including motor cars were seen going in the college
direction. The Leinster Leader takes up the story
During the Naas v. Caragh game it was scarcely necessary to look up
the numbers to see where the cars hailed from as at every good shot
from a Naas toe cap came the tooting horn to further cheer on the boys
from the ancient city. The fact that they had such encouragement
perhaps - one never knows - helped the Naas team in their efforts to
win out the magnificent fight against such splendid opponents as
Caragh. A beautiful incident may be mentioned which occurred
towards the end of the game. Play was at its most exciting point when
there came over the great gathering a sudden hush and the contest was
forgotten for the moment as the soft peel of the angelus rang out. The
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ball rolling to the referee's feet was there held. It was a grand and
solemn moment when all heads were uncovered, the sign of the cross
was made and prayer only was thought of - A ve Maria.
Here are some relevant passages in the match report by the Leinster
Leader:
The opening was rather on the astonishing side as scarcely had the ball
been sent in to commence the usual preliminaries, which we are
accustomed to see at the opening of a match, than Naas seized an opening and with a splendid dash shot a goal per Loakman amidst much
cheering. Whether the incident had been previously rehearsed or that
the quickness of the individual members of the team was responsible,
it certainly was a brilliant move in play and one which was admired all
over the field even by opponents.
There was much excitement as Caragh battered on the Naas defence
for a time but without result.
A foul near the Naas posts gave a free to Caragh and the centre forward kicked a very nice point. M. Sheridan a moment afterwards was
seen going forward for Naas and managed to add, to the credit of his
team, a well earned point. Tom Lawler (formerly Naas) was playing a
great game for Caragh and was responsible for stopping many rushes.
George Higgins and W. Hennessey were going well for Naas and from
the ensuing play succeeded in adding a point. Following a free to
Caragh M. Stanley pointed splendidly amidst applause.
Caragh scored their fourth point just before the interval."
The contest for supremacy brought forth cheer after cheer while the
excitement was intense.
After some good play in centrefield the custodian at the Naas end
was found to have no sand in his eyes.
At half time Naas led 1-2 to 0-4.
At the start of the second half period when Caragh got a very well
earned point there was a shout all around of "level" and then the
excitement grew.
A Naas point was matched soon after by a Caragh point. Then Tom
Lawler got the ball and Caragh had "matched again on the kippen"
which gave them the lead by a point.
Caragh was successful in a rush when they pointed (two points
ahead) but Naas was not to be denied and the team, moving as if it had
only opened out to work for the first moment, dashed on time after
time and soon after, per Hennessey pointed. Soon after, Gogarty for
Naas, amidst a scene of excitement got through a trusty shot which
balanced the account it would appear, for the day. But this was not to
be. Naas worked magnificently for the little time remaining until we
saw Michael Sheridan kicking through another grand point and we
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heard the air resound with the tooting of the motors and the shouts of
the boys from the city of kings. Excitement was indeed high and
Caragh in the last few minutes of play, put up a fight to be admired.
Again and again there was what would appear to be a resistless forward
dash, but they failed to convert. When the referee announced the close
of that splendid trial of Gaelic strength between two very good teams
the figures read: Naas 1-6, Caragh 0-8.
Eddie Marum, then six years old, remembers the team coming home with
the blue and white vertical striped jerseys over the horses' heads.
At the following County Board meeting the chairman, T. P. Brophy
(Naas) and the captain of the Caragh team, Mick Buckley, congratulated
the Naas club on their victory. The Naas secretary 1. C. P. Mooney replied
on behalf of Naas. At this County Board meeting, a grant of £3 was made
to G. Donohoe (Naas) for injuries received in the match v. Kilcock. Even
as far back as 1920 the G.A.A. looked after injured players.
It appears that in 1920 the county senior champions selected the county
team. The Leinster Leader G.A.A. correspondent "Gleanad" advised the
Naas club as follows: "The most important work lying before the new
champions is the retention of the All-Ireland championship and in the
carrying out of this object they cannot do better than follow in the footsteps
of their predecessors when the county team is selected. They should bear in
mind that the team is a county one to be selected from the county and not
from anyone club area. The selection made by the Caragh team when
county champions, was one of the widest, the guiding principle throughout
being the selection of the best men for several positions." "Gleanad" went
on to appeal to the Naas club not to pick too many Naas club players and
to keep in mind the aim of retaining the All-Ireland.
In the week following the final, a member of the Naas club, on meeting
a member of the Caragh team, indulged in taunts on his club's defeat.
When the matter came to the notice of the Naas club, a special meeting was
called to deal with the matter. The committee agreed to take steps to deal
with the offender. A letter of regret with apologies for the occurrence was
forwarded to the Caragh club member who was the subject of the offender's
attention. The Naas club received widespread acclaim for their action in this
matter.

1921
Naas take their first Leinster Leader Cup title
The presentation of the 1920 senior county championship medals, the
1919 junior county championship medals and the 1919 Two Mile House
tournament medals took place at a function in the C.B.S. school (Moat
school). The presentation was made by Fr. Norris P.P. The Leinster Leader
wrote:
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In addressing the meeting Fr. Norris said that he knew and was
intimately acquainted with the great Archbishop Croke of Cashel, who
was almost the first to give support to the Gaelic Athletic Association
after its formation. That was in the 80's, when foreign games and
"Shoneenism" had swept the grand old Gaelic pastimes from the playing fields of Ireland and a steady wave of Anglicisation had made the
national spirit of Ireland seem lost beyond recovery. At that time the
priest of the Catholic Church all took a prominent part in the smashing
of landlordism. Dr. Croke was the giant in that agitation against
landlordism, and did herculean work. They who were then young
admired and respected Dr. Croke and were very anxious to further any
cause to which he gave his mighty support.
The chairman Mr. T. P. Brophy, said he hoped the Naas Gaels would next
add the valuable cup presented by the Leinster Leader to their trophies. He
said that the Naas captain George Higgins, would become captain of the
county team. He hoped when he took up that rather trying position, the
players and the Naas club members generally, would rally around him and
make his path a smooth one. The trainer, Joe McDonald, and the secretary,
J. C. P. Mooney were singled out for special praise.
In the Leinster Leader Cup, Naas defeated St. Conleth's by 1-4 to 1-0.
However, St. Conleth's objected on the grounds that Peter Tynan (Naas),
was not eligible as he had played with Wicklow in 1919-1920 and had also
played with Baltinglass. The chairman ruled that Peter Tynan had been
given permission from the Co. Board to play with Naas and the Naas club
could not be victimised. Naas went on to defeat Clane in the semi-final by
4-6 to 1-2. Peter Tynan scored one of the Naas goals. The great William
Merriman, who played with Kildare in 1903, was on the Clane team. The
Leinster Leader wrote "We found Merriman as active and bright as the first
day we saw him in the long ago time in a Gaelic field."
In the final Naas and Caragh drew. Naas 1-2, Caragh 0-5. In the replay
Caragh defeated Naas by 1-6 to 1-0. The match report criticised the Naas
team for a very poor second half display. It continued "There is one exception to the above, the 'Lager' played splendidly and on more than one
occasion save the situation for Naas." The Observer praised the two goalkeepers "Both goalkeepers were outstanding, especially Byrne (Naas)
whose clearances in the first half were meritorious."
Although Naas, as county champions, had control of the selection of the
county team, only four Naas players were on the county team in 1921,
George Higgins (captain), C. Sheridan, M. Sheridan and J. McHugh. After
beating Laois, Carlow and Wexford they lost to Dublin in the Leinster final
2-3 to 1-4 after a replay.
In the senior football championship, Naas received a walk-over from
Clane in the first round. In a very rough semi-final St. Conleth's defeated
Naas by 2-6 to 0-2. Several Naas players received minor injuries while the
"Lager" received a couple of fractured ribs and B. J. Gogarty had a bone
broken in his ankle.
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In the 1921 Leinster Leader Cup competition Naas defeated Blacktrench
and Athy.
The junior foot bailers were defeated by Two-Mile-House by 2-2 to 1-4 in
the first round but successfully objected to the Two-Mile-House team. Next
they defeated Mainham 2-3 to 1-3, and then Straffan in the North Kildare
semi-final. They ensured a place in the county final by fielding a very young
team, beating Celbridge 3-2 to 2-2, but were defeated in the final by Kildare
2-3 to 2-l.
The senior team defeated Rathangan in the 1921 Leinster Leader Cup by
2-3 to 0-6. Here are some interesting quotations from the match report: "I
learn that the Naas team have not been keen on practice lately .... George
Higgins is seen to emerge from a scrum and after a follow up in which he
is cheered, he points beautifully .... But Jack Ward saves well for Naas
and shoots out. ... A charge down the field and following up, a splendid
goal was netted by Christy Sheridan and within a few minutes, from a neat
drop kick, George Glynn scored a neat centre as the coming darkness was
feebly lighted by the peeping out of a pale cold moon. There is very much
of a scrum in the centre and Christy 'Lager' Higgins emerges strongly,
'Better than any young fellow' shouts a Naas supporter."
Naas won their first Leinster Leader Cup by defeating Kildare 2-3 to 0-6,
Dominican College, Newbridge was the venue. Here are some interesting
passages from the match report: "For a considerable time after the officials
had taken up position there were seen speeding from all directions, vehicles
of every description - motor cars and bikes, push bikes and other, hackneys
and pony traps, while 'Neddy' was very much in evidence with the low back
car or other attached. The representatives of 'shanks' were also in style
speeding for the entry .... Soon again we see the Naas posts in danger but
the keeper (Byrne) is on the alert. ... The boys from the city of the kings
are not to be kept long off, indeed, as we find, they soon afterwards get
through a fine goal from a free taken by George Higgins."

Hurling in Naas
The Leinster Leader had the following to say about Naas hurling in 1921:
The new Naas hurling team is now in full swing and new members are
joining every day. This is very satisfactory as things were in a
deplorable condition and Naas was lacking the services of a good hurling team. Now that the team is in full swing members should practice
as diligently as possible. Practice makes perfect! That's the motto. If
you are not a good man with a hurley, practice.
It is sincerely hoped that the team will not fall through as others have
done. This is not likely to be the case however, as it is in the hands of
prominent Naas Gaels who are interested in the welfare of the team.
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Celbridge defeated Naas in the first round of the hurling championship.
The response of the hurlers of this defeat did not amuse the Leader reporter
who wrote:
Has sorrow thy young days shaded.
Where is the Naas hurling team now?
Why did they give up hurling when they were defeated in their first
match? I suppose they know that a child creeps before it walks? I again
ask the promoters of the Naas hurling team to take action and
reorganise the hurling team and give the youth a chance of enjoying
Irish games.
Camogie in Kildare
At the June County Board meeting the affiliation of ladies hurling teams
was raised. The following is an extract from that meeting:
Secretary - If all the ladies teams are willing to affiliate you will have
to decide whether you will charge them for entrance.
Asked if there was a prospect of many ladies clubs, the secretary said
they had already one in Newbridge, Blacktrench, Naas and Prosperous.
A member - May the Lord help you (laughter).
Chairman - They must have a lady referee in Dublin. Suppose they
ask you to appoint a referee (laughter).
Secretary - It is bad enough as it is (laughter). It having been suggested to form a championship.
Chairman - If you could get enough teams I'd have no objection.
Secretary - Yes, but I hope there will never be as many objections
as there are in the minor championship (laughter)."
An inauspicious start maybe to the Kildare Camogie Board, but a start
all the same. Whether the competition was organised or not we don't know.
But we do know that Naas and Newbridge drew, 1-0 each, in a camogie
game in Newbridge in 1921. The name camogie is derived from the Irish camoduidheacht. The name was invented by Tadhg 6 Donnchadha in 1904.
However it was the early 1930s before the Kildare Camogie Board was
actually formed.
The formation of the New Racecourse Company in 1920 caused some
concern to the Gaels of the town. In January 1921 the Leader reporter
"Gleanad" wrote:
It is hoped that the new racecourse company which has been formed
in Naas will not interfere with the fine playing ground of the Naas club
which now forms a portion of their property. So far as the gentlemen
who form the company are concerned I feel confident that they will see
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to it that the Gael are not deprived of a playing ground when the necessary work on the new course is being carried out. I am sure that if the
matter is placed before them they will be found only too anxious to
facilitate the Gaels in every way.
At the club a.g.m. in February 1921 the following officers were elected:
Patron, V. Rev. M. Norris P.P.; Chairman, W. Tyndall (sm.), ViceChairman, James Carroll; Treasurer, Munster and Leinster Bank; Secretary, J. C. P. Mooney; Asst. Secretary, Martin 6 Briain. Committee: T.
Carroll, F. Sheridan, J. Ward, Patrick Byrne, C. (Lager) Higgins, J.
Loakman, P. Tynan; Senior Captain, George Higgins; Vice-Captain, J.
McHugh; Junior Captain, Joe McDonald; Vice-Captain, Martin O'Brien.
In 1921, Naas as county champions, controlled the selection of the county
team. But, before the Wexford game friction arose between Caragh and St.
Conleth's because of the objection lodged by St. Conleth's against Caragh
winning the senior championship. The row broke out when a team selected
by the Naas club for the Wexford game was being discussed. Mr. J. Connor
(Caragh) informed the meeting that unless St. Conleth's withdrew their
objection he would not play for the county team against Wexford. The
same policy was adopted by other Caragh players present, namely - Mr. M.
Buckley, Mr. J. Dunne and Mr. Condron, who had also been selected to
represent their county. An attempt was made by the chairman, T. P.
Brophy, at Barry's Hotel on the day of the match, to resolve the situation,
but to no avail. The chairman then appealed to the captain George Higgins
(Naas) and the vice-chairman Mr. T. Lawler to select the team to play Wexford. Kildare emerged victorious and George Higgins·was much acclaimed
for his role in this victory.

1922
"Towe's" first game for Kildare
The oldest club minutes available are those of the annual general meeting
of the club on 5th February 1922. The chairman Mr. William Tyndall (sm.)
was re-elected and the following officers were appointed: President, Very
Rev. M. Norris P.P.; Vice-Chairman, Mr. James Carroll; Treasurer,
Munster and Leinster Bank; Secretary, Mr. J. C. P. Mooney; Asst. Secretary, Mr. Wm. Tyndall (jm.); Senior Captain, Mr. James McHugh; ViceCaptain, Mr. George Higgins; Junior Captain, Mr. Joe McDonald; ViceCaptain, Mr. T. McCormack. The committee also consisted of Messrs. T.
Carroll, W. Doyle, J. Ward, P. Byrne, D. Purcell, John Higgins, T.
Sheridan, Thomas (Towe) Wheeler. The membership fee was fixed at 3d per
week or Is-2d per month. The following collectors were appointed: senior
footballers: J. McHugh and Wm. Doyle; junior footballers: D. Purcell and
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T. McCormack; outside members: Wm. Tyndall. It was decided to promote
a stop watch competition to help raise funds for the club. It was also
decided that steps be taken to promote hurling, handball and athletics. Mr.
Joe McDonald, trainer of the Kildare 1919 All-Ireland winning side, was
appointed to take charge of the athletics.
Thomas (Towe) Wheeler's first game for the Kildare senior team was
against Wexford in the 1922 Leinster championship. "Towe" scored two
goals in that game which Kildare won by 2-5 to 1-1 and the Leinster Leader
commented on his performance as follows:
What a glorious combination Kildare has and with Stanley in reserve.
The "new one", Wheeler, is a wonder in the front line, a glutton for
work, and clever to the limit. His vis-a-vis was disappointing on Sunday. Much is expected of him on account of previous displays and Sunday was an off day with him.
The Naas seniors defeated Blacktrench by 4-4 to 2-2 in the semi-final of
the gold medal tournament at the Prosperous Aeridheacht organised by Fr.
O'Brien.
In the 1922 junior football championship at Straffan, Prosperous failed
to turn up to play Naas and Blacktrench didn't turn up to play Celbridge.
In the event a junior friendly took place between Naas and Celbridge. Celbridge won the game by 2-2 to 0-1 but the Naas team were criticised for not
stripping for the game. Naas then had an easy victory over Caragh but made
no more headway in the competition.
The Leinster Leader criticised the Naas Gaels about the state of their
football field as follows: "The paling is broken in places and in fact some
of it has disappeared altogether. The Naas field is one of the finest in the
county and I'm sure the local Gaels would have a full measure of public
support in defraying the expense of keeping it in order."
Handball though very unorganised, was growing at this time. The Leinster Leader of May 20th wrote "There is plenty of material for handball
clubs if one is to judge by the way in which every dead wall and gable end
is utilised for a game." With the evacuation of Naas and Newbridge
military barracks, which contained excellent alleys suitable for the game,
hope was expressed that the game might be further organised on a county
basis.
Relating to the evacuation of the British forces from Naas military barracks, an interesting incident was related by the same edition of the Leinster
Leader: "On behalf of the Irish Army the Depot was taken over by Col.
Commandant Moylon, Brigadier Lawler and Capt. Joyce. There was no
ceremony in connection with the event. Owing to the fact that the
evacuating British forces removed the flagstaff, the tri-colour was not
hoisted pending the erection of a new staff, a work that was procedeed with
immediately. "
Naas defeated Kildare by 0-11 to 0-3 in the first round of the senior foot63

ball championship but the civil war interrupted the progress of the 1922
championship and there was no game played between 18th June and 2nd
December.
The club minutes show that in addition to the a.g.m. the club held two
other meetings in 1922. The first, on the 22nd February, considered nominations and motions for convention. The chairman, Wm. Tyndall was
empowered to draft motions on the following points:
(1) A referees association. (2) A league for juniors. (3) Promotion of
athletics etc. in the county. (4) Selection committee re selection of teams.
(5) Payments passed by finance committee to be submitted to Co. Board for
approval.
The Convention was dominated by the Naas G.A.A. club and their chairman Wm. Tyndall (snr.) who proposed and argued the five motions. He was
successful with motions 1 and 5. Motion 4 was lost, Convention preferring
the system where the county champions selected the team and put their
selection to the County Board for approval. His idea for the promotion of
athletics was that all players run a race before a match and this was to be
compUlsory. Committees were set up to investigate motions 2 and 3.
The outgoing chairman, Naas man T. P. Brophy, did not seek reelection. Many votes of thanks were passed in his honour. He was especially
mentioned for his work in the area of finance. The secretary Tim Clarke
said that only for Mr. Brophy there would not be a credit balance. In reply
Mr. Brophy said "They all knew who were the men that made Ireland, the
men that always kept the flag flying. It was the men of the G.A.A. The
G.A.A. developed a fine manly spirit which they should ever maintain. He
had met with nothing but kindness and assistance from everyone during his
period of office a chairman of the G.A.A. in Kildare. He thanked them
most sincerely for that and for all the kind things they had said regarding
his efforts to promote the grand old games of the Gael in Kildare."
The second meeting, on March 29th, was convened to select the team for
the Leinster Leader Cup final. At that meeting the treasurer Mr. J. Carroll
notified the committee that the club was £39-13-0 in the black.
On the county scene Dublin defeated Kildare in the semi-final of the Leinster championship by 2-5 to 0-2. Naas men on the Kildare team were George
Higgins (centre half forward), T. Wheeler (left corner forward) and J.
McHugh (left half back). J. McHugh who served both as Naas captain and
club secretary in 1922 was a very accomplished athlete at 100 yards and 200
yards.
In the junior ranks Jack Higgins and Joe Curtis were on the Kildare team
beaten by Westmeath.
The President of Dail Eireann Mr. Arthur Griffith died on Saturday, 12th
August, 1922. A paragraph from the account of his life in the Leinster
Leader will be of great interest to Naas people, it read:
The son of a compositor, Arthur Griffith, was born in Dominick St.
Dublin in 1872, his parents having come to the city from Naas a short
time previously.
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It is interesting to note that Arthur Griffith's father most likely plied his
trade with the Kildare Observer in Naas.
On the social side, the club held their first annual dance on Easter Saturday
night in the Town Hall which we are told was tastefully decorated for the
occasion. Mr. T. Legge was in charge of catering and the music was
supplied by Mr. Jack Carroll's band.
The Naas Race Co. Ltd. was registered on the 27th July 1922. The year
ended on a sad note for the Naas G.A.A. Club. Volunteer George
McGlynn, New Row, a prominent member of the Naas senior football
team, died of injuries received in an ambush at Ballyvourney, Co. Cork.
George's football jersey was placed alongside the national flag on the coffin
and club members marched in a body behind the remains.

1923
The second great tussle with Caragh
The annual general meeting of Naas G.F.e. was held in the Christian
Brothers school on Sunday 1812123. The president, the Very Rev. Fr.
Norris P.P. attended and there was only a fair sprinkling of members .
Rev. Father Norris presented the Leinster Leader Cup medals and paid
tribute to each individual as he came forward.
Mr. Wm. Tyndall (sm.), in appropriate terms, thanked the Rev.
gentleman for the interest he had always taken in the club, and for his
attendance there that day at great inconvenience. His reverence then left for
more important duties amidst loud applause.
The following officers and committee were elected: President, Very Rev.
Fr. Norris P.P.; Chairman, Mr. Wm. Tyndall (sm.); Vice-Chairman; Mr.
James Carroll; Treasurer, Munster and Leinster Bank; Secretary, Mr. J. C.
P. Mooney; Senior Captain, Mr. John Ward; Vice-Captain, Mr. J.
McHugh; Junior Captain, Mr. Joe McDonald; Vice-Captain, Mr. Tom
McCormack. Committee: Messrs. T . Carroll, Thomas Fletcher, Patrick
Byrne and W. Doyle. Mr. John Ward was appointed to represent the club
at the Co. Board meetings, the chairman intimating that in case of necessity
he would do the needful. Messrs. Ward, McHugh, Tyndall and secretary
were deputed to attend Convention.
The chairman proposed that the subscription for the coming year be 5s.
Any member who paid in full the following day would receive a memento
which the chairman said could act as a lasting souvenir. This was the only
club meeting held in 1923.
In the 1922 senior football championship semi-final played on 28th
January 1923, Naas easily defeated Eadestown by 0-8 to 0-1 in what the
Leinster Leader called a "hunt and have" game. The Leader also referred
to a young player who was to win two All-Ireland medals. "We must congratulate that very young player Joe Curtis on his splendid display
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especially as it was his initial outing in senior football. Seldom have we seen
such a star forward for speed and stamina and finish. It would indeed be
hard to find his equal in Kildare, and that's saying a lot."
On 22nd April, 1923 Naas defeated Caragh 2-3 to 0-1 in the opening
round of the 1922 Leinster Leader Cup. This was Jack Higgins' first game
for the Naas senior team. Jack Higgins was the Naas club's greatest and
most famous player as will be seen from the ensuing pages. His performance in this game is reported in the Leinster Leader as follows: "The outstanding feature of the match was the magnificent exhibition given by Jack
Higgins, a mere boy. Seldom in Kildare has any individual played such a
game, and to him mainly is due all the credit for the victory of Naas." The
Leader also complimented the new captain, Jack Ward in his initial match
as captain.
As was the custom in those days there was a lot of gambling at the game.
The Leader reporter wrote: "Odds were laid against Naas even to the extent
that they would not score twice, by some moneyed men."
In the 1922 Kildare senior football championship final, Naas defeated
Caragh by 2-5 to 1-3.
The Leader reporter set the scene "The game was not well on its way
when a whistle was heard and Naas getting a free, Sheridan was seen to
shoot a nice point a moment afterwards . . . . Caragh, with great dash,
scored a point soon after. . . . Caragh now going well and putting on some
fine pressure, are rewarded with a point. ... Play is at the Caragh end when
Naas get a free and a shout 'over the bar' is cried and there is much excitement as 'Towe' Wheeler carries out his instructions adding a nice point. ...
The Caragh backs are kept working and there is some very exciting work
all round until a ringing cheer goes up as 'Butty' Lookman gets through for
a fine goal for Naas. At half time Naas led 1-2 to 0-2.
"During the the interval the Naas Brass Band under the able baton of Mr.
George Barnby marched round the field playing some very pleasing Irish
selections .... At the start of the second half a free to Caragh and a very
nice point results. Naas a moment afterwards were not to be denied and
they run in a nice point also. Caragh are working very well at this time and
they succeeded in getting in a good goal amidst cheers. Naas take up the
running again with the result that they add a point per Sheridan and they
get through another following a free .... Naas take their second senior title
having defeated Caragh in both finals." Rathangan defeated Naas by 3-1
to 1-5 in the semi-final of the 1922 Leinster Leader Cup competition.
George Higgins was the only Naas man on the Kildare senior football
team beaten by Kilkenny 2-3 to 2-1 in the first round Leinster championship. Jack Higgins and Joe Curtis were on the Kildare junior team.
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1924
Discipline and Fr. Norris
Naas started the year by defeating Rathangan 2-3 to 2-1 in the semi-final
of the 1923 senior football championship. The 1923 final was played on 4th
May, 1924 between Naas and Athy. Naas won the game 2-5 to 0-0 but had
not got it all their own way. They scored five points in five minutes in the
first half, two from Jack Higgins and one from Pat Byrne. Dan Ryan's two
goals (one in each half) put paid to Athy's championship hopes.
At the annual general meeting the patron, Very Rev. Fr. Norris P.P. was
invited to present the 1922 senior football championship medals. Fr. Norris
then addressed the meeting. The Leader correspondent wrote:
The Rev. chairman referred to the work of the team in the football
fields of the county during the past few years and congratulated them
upon their many successes. Amidst applause, he said he had been a
footballer himself at one time, but subsequently with the pressure of
other duties he was not able to take much interest in the game.
But they had another priest very interested in football and athletics.
He was sure Fr. Brennan would take a deep interest in their affairs.
They had kindly appointed him (Fr. Norris) a patron and if they wished
to have a president he did not think they could do better (unless they
have a president already) than to adopt his suggestion that was to
request Fr. Brennan to act as president, and through Fr. Brennan they
would be very much in touch with their patron. Fr. Brennan would be
able to communicate to him anything he could do for them. (applause)
Mr. Wm. Tyndall said "In 1913 Naas junior team won the junior
championship of the county, in 1920 the senior championship, in 1921
the Leinster Leader Cup, whilst last Sunday they had won the championship of Kildare for 1923. The medals they were about to distribute
were won in 1922.
After the medal presentation the Rev. Fr. Norris said that no success
in this world was achieved without a bit of ambition. Wilen people
undertook to do a thing they should have ambition to do it right and
well. They all aimed at some measure of success in this life. Nobody
liked to be remarked as a failure. What they should do was to keep at
it and every time they had to prepare for a match they should begin at
once and in matches of that kind every officer with any experience in
any army would tell them that discipline was the secret of success. Discipline was a most important factor; it pre-supposed self-denial. Some
believed that Jack could be as good as his master, some people thought
that all should be leaders. People holding that opinion were not fit for
their or any other society. When a captain was selected, what he considers best should be loyally carried out; they should take his advice,
look up to him and anything he gave them to do should be done. A
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man was selected because of his experience, because he had the
confidence of those who selected him, because perhaps he took a particular interest in the matter he was selected for, because in brief he was
best fitted for the responsibilities of the position . It would be a great
mistake to put square pegs in round holes. He did not want to lecture,
but he had a little experience where he was brought up.
They had heard of the Kilkenny hurlers (applause). Well he was one
of them (applause). When he was a boy he played in several matches
and he was as good as another (laughter). Kilkenny men had extraordinary facility in using a hurley. In his early days they were even better.
He had seen by the Press that they were maintaining their reputation.
Over and over again he had heard it asked, how it was so natural - as
easy as a duck swimming - for a Kilkenny man to be a perfect hurler.
It went back to the 1830s to the days of the title proctors, to the days
of the Liberator (O'Connell). The proctors were in one sense fellows
like bailiffs, who went about extracting titles from Catholics and making seizures where the money was not forthcoming. A hurley was
regarded as more effective than the fists, and the young fellows took
to using them, and oftentimes foregathered in a locality where the proctors were expected to make a seizure. The proctors began gradually
to realise that those were dangerous fellows, and it was better for them
not to rile them up (laughter). Often they walked away in consequence
of the presence of those young fellows. They had heard of Carricks hock where young men came into collision with police and
soldiers, the latter using rifles and bayonets and the others scythes and
forks. The exaction of titles was one of the things which gave hurling
an impetus in Kilkenny. Hurling was a very fine practice and he would
be very glad to see it revived in every place. One thing at a time however. If they were better engaged at football they should keep at it.
Excellence in one form of sport was good enough (applause).
Mr. Tyndall said something would have to be done about the club
finances and that he had been told only the night before that there was
no money in the funds at all and that the captain was very much out
of pocket. He called for more subscriptions. He took it that the town
should be proud of a football club that had done so well as Naas. In
1919 they won the junior champioship and in 1920 they turned around
and won the senior championship, and were very unlucky that same
year not to have won the junior championship also. In 1921 the Leader
Cup was won. He thought the interest of the people of Naas should not
be merely confined to looking at matches, but also to seeing that the
club was financially sound. He thought they would and if they did not
they were not the sporting people they all knew they were.
After some discussion it was decided that Messrs. Wm. Tyndall, James
Carroll and Patrick Byrne would canvass the town for financial help.
The annual subscription of members was fixed at 5s, if paid within a
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definite period, or 6d per month.
The following officers and committee were unanimously elected: Patron,
Very Rev. Fr. Norris P.P.; President, Rev. Fr. Brennan; Chairman, Mr.
Wm. Tyndall (sm.); Vice-Chairman, Mr. James Carroll; Treasurer,
Munster and Leinster Bank; Secretary, Mr. J. C. P. Mooney. Committee:
Messrs. James McHugh, Thomas McCormack, Wm. Doyle, Thomas Carroll, Thomas Wheeler, Patrick Byrne, Thomas Fletcher, Joe McDonald,
Chris (Lager) Higgins, Captain senior team, Jack Ward; Vice-Captain,
George Higgins; Captain junior team, Joseph Higgins; Vice-Captain, M.
O'Brien. Committee meetings were fixed for the first Monday in the month.
The first meeting of the new committee was held on June 2nd . The
meeting was informed that subscriptions to the amount of £I8-19s . had
been collected. It was decided to call on Sergeant Hughes re a subscription
from members of the force.
Thomas Hayden was appointed captain of the junior team as Joe Higgins
had played with the seniors at Kilcullen . Patrick Dunne was appointed vicecaptain. The captains were directed to collect the monthly subscriptions
regularly from the respective players. Mr. James Carroll was directed to pay
lOs re ground rent, and to seek "relief" if possible.
The county board representatives were requested to apply for permission
for Thomas Goulding and Joe O'Connor to play for Naas. Tom Goulding
had won an All-Ireland medal in 1919 with Kildare while playing with
Maddenstown.
Naas met Caragh in the semi-final of the St. Conleth's 7-a-side gold
medal tournament. The teams were level with a minute to go when a Naas
shot was judged to be a goal by one umpire and wide by another. There was
great controversy over the result. The replay was not played and the gold
medals were forgotten. But in 1959 thirty-four years later both teams agreed
to replay the match. But more about that later. In the 7-a-sides in the 'twenties the games started by placing the ball in the centre of the field and the
players lined up on opposite goal lines. When the whistle sounded they
raced to the ball. First to the ball that day were Tom "Towe" Wheeler
(Naas) and Frank Malone (Caragh).

1925
Naas shocked
At the County Convention the delegates declared in favour of the
removal of the ban on foreign games. The Naas delegates were Jack Ward,
Joe McDonald, and Wm. Tyndall (sm.).
Mr. Wm. Tyndall (sm.) said that "they had every reason to congratulate
themselves on the flourishing state of affairs in the county". He also stated
that "he was very glad to have the secrertary give an explanation of the item
of £10 to Mr. Joseph McDonald which appeared in the balance sheet
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because people might think that Mr. McDonald was making something out
of the County Board and as they saw, it represented payment for jerseys,
knickers, and others things supplied by him".
The chairman Tom Lawler in his chairman's address congratulated the
various teams of the county on "the harmonious spirit which had
characterised the different competitions during the year, and especially
Naas in their success in winning the championship. While congratulating
Naas in this way, he hoped the next time they would meet a better team than
themselves because it would be for the betterment of the game. Naas had
reason to be proud of all the matches they won and the successful manner
in which the club was launched during the past season. With the foregoing
remarks he wished again to thank them for his election".
In the 1924 Leinster Leader Cup Naas defeated Ellistown by 1-3 to 1-0.
The Naas goal was scored by Joe Curtis. In the Leinster Leader Cup final
Naas defeated Kildare by 2-3 to 0-6 after a replay. Here are some interesting
pieces from the match report: "there is strong pressure by Naas and a nice
shot by Jack Higgins is just saved. Again there is a fine dash by Naas. Six
to two, for Kildare is the score as Loakman gets the ball. With unerring aim
we see him send forward to add a fine goal" .... there is great excitement
all round, Ryan working like a trojan. Is it a goal? No. It is. It is not, and
I hear all round assertions and contradictions which are all, however,eased
when the flag signals a goal amidst great cheering". The third point came
near the end from "Towe" Wheeler. Naas subsequently lost the title on a
frivilous objection.
In the junior league Naas defeated Moorefield by 2-0 to 1-1. The referee's
report stated that the Naas team lined up ten minutes behind the visitors.
In the junior championship Naas defeated Eadestown by 1-8 to 1-0.
At a County Board meeting Naas and Kildare were each awarded £5 to
defray the extra expenses incurred in training for the replay of the final of
the 1924 Leinster Leader Cup.
The Naas senior football team having won four senior championships in
five years were shocked by Rathangan in the first round of the 1925 championship. Lar Conlon boxed home the vital score in a 1-0 to 0-2 victory. The
four Loughlins, Joe, Paddy, Ned and John were chiefly responsible for
Rathangan's victory. Three weeks before Naas had defeated Rathangan 2-2
to 1-0 in a gold medal tournament. Rathangan went on to win the 1925
county championship.
At the annual general meeting the club patron Fr. Norris P.P. paid his
annual visit to present the 1923 senior championship and challenge match
medals. Fr. Norris in his address criticised the system whereby senior
matches in which Naas were competing were played out of Naas.
The chairman Mr. Wm. Tyndall (sm.) thanked Fr. Norris for his interest
in the club and for his financial support. The 'Leinster Leader wrote: "He
said he was disappointed with last year's house to house collection as only
half a dozen or so had given a decent subscription. He thought the people
of the town should show more interest in the welfare of the club. If they
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had done badly they would say it was the price of them, but as the chairman
of the county board said at the convention, the Naas team and the Naas
club were examples for every club in the county, they were so well
managed."
The treasurer reported that the club had £1-8s-5d. At the a.g.m. £6-15s
was taken in subscriptions.
In 1925 Fr. Brennan formed a juvenile hurling club, the St. Conleth's
Boys Hurling Club. Fr. Norris P .P., who had played hurling in his youth,
had expressed his desire that the fine old game of hurling should live and
thrive amongst the boys of the county town, and had provided Fr. Brennan
with the finances to purchase hurleys, balls and jerseys for the boys. The
club was formally initiated in the sports field on St. Patrick's day. Two boys
teams participated in a trial match refereed by Fr. Brennan. The Leader
wrote:
The match proved a very exciting one and many of the boys showed
great promise for the future, as wielders of the camano Fr. Brennan
addressed the boys and urged them to show their appreciation of the
kindness and genorosity of the parish priest by close attention to their
school duties and by establishing their new team high in the records for
schools hurling teams. They would thus help in establishing the grand
old Gaelic game of hurling as firmly in their county as Gaelic football
already was established. Hearty cheers were given by the boys for Fr.
Norris as they dispersed.
The Naas Racecourse Committee were not very happy with the constant
comings and goings across the track to the sportsfield. The minutes of the
8th June 1925 refer to this matter: "Mr. Thomas Lawler, county chairman,
attended the meeting. When letters from the secretary of Naas Racecourse,
re the giving up of the ground, had been discussed, the secretary was
directed to write to the Racecourse secretary asking him to meet a deputation from the club. Messrs. Thomas Lawler, William Tyndall, Joe
McDonald, and James Carroll were deputed to act on deputation." As a
result of their meeting agreement was reached.
At the G.A.A. Congress in Croke Park Mr. Nealon (Tipperary) proposed
that a suitable monument with bronze bust be erected near the main
entrance to Croke Park to Michael Hogan (Tipperary) who was shot dead
by the British forces on "Bloody Sunday" and that one of the stands be
named the Hogan Stand. Eamonn Hogan, a prominent and very dedicated
hurler and footballer with Naas in the 'sixties, was a nephew of Michael
Hogan.
There were eight Naas men on the Kildare panel in 1925. Jack Ward
(goalkeeper), Gus Fitzpatrick, Jack Higgins, George Higgins, Paul Doyle,
Joe Curtis, Tom (Towe) Wheeler and Dan Ryan. In a N.F.L. game against
Wexford, Gus Fitzpatrick's first competitive game with the county, all
except Paul Doyle were on the selected team. Jack Ward was in goal, Gus
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Fitzpatrick was full-back, Jack Higgins was right half back. The halfforward line was all Naas. Tom (Towe) Wheeler on the right, George Higgins in the centre and Dan Ryan on the left and Joe Curtis was full-forward.
This was the one and only year that seven Naas men lined out together for
the county senior football team. For the record Wexford won by 2-7 to 0-3.
There was also seven Naas men (this time Gus was missing) when Kildare
defeated the All-Ireland champions Kerry in a challenge match in Tralee by
1-6 to 0-7. Jack Ward was in great form that day . The Leader wrote' 'Ward
in the Kildare goal saved the net from repeated attacks in a manner which
evoked repeated applause ."
The winning goal came from Dan Ryan shortly before the final whistle.
The Leader reported "the Kildare forwards, flashed up the field again,
treating the spectators to a brilliant passing movement, which culminated
in Dan Ryan gathering in the leather from a cross-out and sending into the
corner of the net amidst a thunder of applause" .

MINOR CHAMPIONS 1932
The Naas (St. David's) captain, M . Deegan,
receives the Sylvester Cup from W . Sylvester.
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