Chapter VI

1926-1932
Five Naas men on All-Ireland history-making Kildare team. The senior
football team win three more county championships and the Leinster
Leader Cup outright. A new club is formed in the town and the minors
win two county championships under the name of St. David's. Fr.
Brennan revives hurling and forms a camogie team in the town.

1926
Championship dreams shattered by an objection
At the 1926 annual general meeting the state of the club finances and the
townspeople's lack of interest in the club was discussed. Some of the suggestions were a house-to-house collection, a stop-watch competition, and a
dance. Joe McDonald, well known in boxing circles, said he would organise
a boxing tournament.
The following officers were elected Patron, Very Rev. M. Norris P.P.;
President, Rev. Fr. Brennan C.C.; Vice-President, Comdt. P. Colgan;
Chairman, Mr. Wm. Tyndall (sm.); Vice-Chairman, Mr. James Carroll;
Treasurer, Munster and Leinster Bank; Secretary, Mr. J. C. P. Mooney.
Committee: Messrs. J. Crawley, J. McHugh, Tom McCormack, Tom Carroll, Tom (Towe) Wheeler, Patrick Byrne, Tom Fletcher, Jack Higgins,
Paul Doyle, Joe McDonald, C. (Lager) Higgins, Captain senior team, Mr.
Jack Ward; Vice-Captain, Mr. George Higgins; Director junior team, Mr.
John Behan; Captain hurling team, Mr. Edward Timmons; Delegates to
Convention, Comdt. P. Colgan, Messrs. Jack Ward, Wm. Tyndall (sm.).
The captains and vice-captains along with Mr. Patrick Byrne were
appointed to collect subscriptions. The sum of £9-8s was collected from
those present at the a.g.m.
The 1924 senior football championship medals were presented by the
Very Rev. Fr. M. Norris P.P. at a special meeting at the Moat school. Fr.
Norris expressed his approval of the efforts of the Kildare Co. Board to
remove the ban. He said he was sure there was no necessity for it due to
the great change in times.
The chairman Mr. Wm. Tyndall (sm.) said that the club had also won
the 1924 Leinster Leader Cup medals, but he regretted to say the team were
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deprived of them on the most frivolous of objections, but he did not wish
to dwell on the subject, as he was quite satisfied that no members of the
team were troubled about not getting their reward in gold, as they had
achieved what was far greater on the playing pitch - the honour.
On the football field Naas defeated Roseberry 1-10 to 0-1 in the 1925
Leinster Leader Cup competition. Tom Goulding and Gus Fitzpatrick were
outstanding in defence for Naas. In the 1926 senior football championship
Naas defeated Athy in the first round by 4-5 to 2-4. But Athy won on an·
objection.
No account could be found about our junior footballers. They were
knocked out either in the first or second round.
Jack Higgins, George Higgins and Joe Curtis were on the Kildare team
that defeated Dublin by 2-5 to 1-2 inthe replay of the semi-final of the Leinster senior football championship. The newspaper reports said that Jack
Higgins stood out and Joe Curtis rendered fine service. George scored a goal
and Jack scored a point.
On the same day at the same venue (Portlaoise) a young Naas player
Christy (Nuts) Higgins (the Lager's son) lined out for the Kildare juniors
against Westmeath. Kildare won the game 1-5 to 1-3.
In the Leinster Leader prior to the Leinster final against Wexford the
following inform'ation was given about the Naas players:
Jack Higgins: Centre half-back. The stalwart of the team. Plays with his
home team Naas and McKee Military Barracks. Best half-back since
Merriman.
George Higgins: Comes from a great football family iri'Naas, fastest man
on the team. 26 years - 5 ft. 11 ins. - 12 st. 7 lbs., a victualler.
Joe Curtis: Assisted McCrackens (Dublin) - played with the All Army
football champions. Assisted Naas to win county championship, good forward. 21 years - 5 ft. 5 ins. - Postman.
Gus Fitzpatrick: Native of Naas - prominent player with local team,
assisted Kildare in 1925. 26 years - 5 ft. 7 ins. - 11 st. 6 lbs - Carpenter.
Dan Ryan: Native of Naas, stylish forward, youngest man on the team.
20 year - 5 ft. 7 ins. - lOst. 6 lbs.
Kildare defeated Wexford in the Leinster final by 2-8 to 1-5. Jack Higgins
was centre half-back, George Higgins, centre half-forward and Joe Curtis,
left corner-forward. All three Naas men retained their places for the AllIreland semi-final against Galway which Kildare won by 2-5 to 0-2.
The match report had great praise for Joe Curtis: "Joe Curtis in the forward line has never been seen to greater advantage. He had to retire at halftime owing to an injury. He was a great loss to the side but was replaced
by Dan Ryan who made a good show.
In the All-Ireland final Kerry defeated Kildare 1-4 to 0-4.
The Naas hurling team defeated Broadford in the first round of the
hurling championship by 5-5 to 4-1. At the start of the game Naas had only
12 players and were behind 3-1 to 1-0 at the interval. At the start of the
second half Dan Ryan had to leave the field with an injury. It was only
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in the last ten minutes that Naas got on top and won easily.
In 1926 an effort was made to encourge the revival of athletics in the
country. The Leader reporter wrote: "At the present time the only known
athletic club organised on a proper basis in the county is Naas."

1927
Great year for Football
Wm. Tyndall (snr.) was club chairman in 1927. In that same year his son
Wm. Tyndall Onr.) was a member of the Carmelite Novitiate and was
studying in Rome. Wm. Tyndall Onr.) was himself secretary of the club in
1922 and in this our centenary year celebrated his 91st birthday.
Naas defeated Carbury by 3-1 to 0-2 in the opening round of the senior
football championship but were easily defeated by Kildare in the senior final
4-3 to 0-3. The game, played at Mr. McGuinness's field, Newbridge, was
closely contested in the first half. At half time Naas led by 0-3 to 0-1. But
Naas with Gus Fitzpatrick, Joe Curtis and Tom "Towe" Wheeler playing
brilliantly failed to score in the second half. The Leinster Leader Cup competition was badly organised with many matches cancelled. The final was
in fact played in 1929, two years late. Round Towers (Kildare) defeated
Naas.
In the junior football championship Naas played Raheens in the first
round but neither team featured in the latter stages of the championship.
Naas were drawn against Newbridge in the u-16 championship. Maynooth
defeRted Monasterevin in the final. Efforts to organise underage competitions in the twenties seemed to run into difficulties as only two competitions
(1920 and 1927) were completed in that period.
In the first round of the Leinster championship Kildare defeated Kilkenny
by 1-4 to 0-2 at Portlaoise. The Leader reporter referred to the oldtimers
and he particularly mentioned two Naas men, Jimmy and Tom Carroll.
They looked after the Naas G.A.A. grounds at Spooner's Lane: "At all the
games where the county team has an interest are to be seen many oldtimers.
It is rarely that that great old enthusiast, Jimmy Carroll, Naas, is an
absentee. I saw him at Portlaoise on Sunday last looking as fit as he was
twenty years ago. His brother, Tom, is another great supporter of the
national games. He seemed highly elated at the conclusion of Sunday's
game."
In the Leinster semi-final Kildare beat Meath 1-6 to 1-2 and won the Leinster championship by defeating Dublin 0-5 to 0-2. There were three Naas
men on the team, Jack Higgins (right half-back), Gus Fitzpatrick (left
corner-back), and Joe Curtis (centre half-forward). i,einster Leader reports
paid great tribute to two Naas players as follows: "Fitzpatrick reminded me
of Goulding in the 1919 Leinster final. He had the same elusive customer
(Synnott) to deal with. Wexford will tell you that Synnott led up to almost

all the Dublin scores in the replay. He was allowed no such scope against
Kildare. Fitzpatrick played a sound game .... Jack Higgins held McDonnell throughout and helped to stay the powers of more than the last named.
His place kicking was lengthy and accurate."
The team's trainer, Naas man Joe McDonald also came in for some
praise: "Joe McDonald, Naas, has been for a long time connected with the
sporting life of the county. For the past number of years he has been in
charge of the training of the senior team. Devoting himself whole-heartedly
to the job, he has not spared himself in bringing the members of the team
to a high state of physical fitness. Much of the success gained by Kildare
in the past couple of years is due to Joe's hard work."
Kildare defeated Monaghan 1-7 to 0-2 in the All-Ireland semi-final and
went on to defeat Kerry 0-5 to 0-3 in the All-Ireland final. The Kildare panel
contained four Naas players Gus Fitzpatrick, (left corner-back), Jack Higgins (centre half-back), Joe Curtis (right half-forward) who scored the fifth
point, and Tom Wheeler was on the substitutes bench.
The unluckiest Naas man of all time must be George Higgins. His first
championship game for Kildare was 15th August 1920 against Westmeath,
which Kildare won by 1-5 to 0-1. He captained Kildare in 1923. He played
in the first round Leinster championship game against Kilkenny in 1927 and
won a Leinster championship medal that year. But he was dropped after the
Leinster final. George, who joined the Kildare ranks the year after the 1919
All-Ireland victory, missed an All-Ireland medal by two games .
The Leinster Leader commemorated 40 years of the Naas G.A.A. Club
with an article under the following heading:
THE FIRST BRANCH IN NAAS
THE" JOHN DILLON" BRANCH
"It may be interesting to followers of the G.A.A. in Kildare to note the
following details regarding the establishment of the Gaelic Athletic Association in Naas. From an old card of membership the following particulars
were given: 'Gaelic Athletic Association, John Dillon Branch, Mr. James
Ginnane was admitted a member of the John Dillon Branch of the G.A.A.
this 16th day of October, 1887 - Signed J. M. Ginnane, Hon. Secretary.'
A complete list of members cannot be found at present, but the writer is
aware that amongst the first members were - Messrs. S. J. Brown, Dr.
Smyth (late L.G.B. Inspector), Wm. Staples, Michael Gogarty (Town
Clerk), R. J. Dorrian, Henry O'Connor (Editor Leinster Leader, 1887, and
subsequently Freeman's Journal staff), and P. J. Nanetti. From correspondence it is shown that it was Mr. Ginnane (who was at the same time
manager of the Leinster Leader) who took the first steps towards the formation of the G .A.A. in Naas 1887. Some of the original members are still
alive. In the same year a local brass and reed band was organised in Naas.
And it gave every assistance to the G.A.A. Mr. John T. Heffernan, Kildare
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(subsequently secretary of the Co. Council), Mr. John Malone, Newbridge,
were amongst those who supported the organisation which began to flourish
in the county. Membership grew rapidly and challenge matches were held
weekly. About this time too, it is interesting to note, the national movement
under Parnell's leadership began to grow in favour and popularity and the
G.A.A. rendered much assistance to the local leaders. The late Mr. John
E. Redmond M.P., at that time a junior member of the bar attached to the
Leinster Circuit, visited Naas regularly and took a keen interest in the progress of the G.A.A. Mr. Redmond also contributed regularly to the columns of the Leader on subjects of national importance. Mr. James L.
Carew M.P. was also interested at that time in the development of our
national pastimes . Kildare, on Sunday last, won their third All-Ireland
championship which shows how much the G.A.A. has progressed since
1887. As Kerry and Kildare have fought so often for championship honours
it may be interesting to state the late Mr. John Moran (solicitor, Listowel,
Co . Kerry) was a near relative of Mr. James Moran Ginnane, the man who
first started the John Dillon Branch of the G.A.A. in Naas . Mr. James H .
Moran (solicitor, Limerick) was a brother of the Listowel man and his son,
Mr. Hugh O'Brien Moran is now county registrar at Limerick. Another son
is the Rev. W. McDermott Moran, Oblate Fathers, Inchicore, Dublin. In
the New Cemetery at Naas one of the first graves was that of young Tom
Ginnane. His eldest son is attached to theDail staff, while another was hon.
secretary of the Limerick Commercials G.F.C. who won the All-Ireland
championship from Young Ireland (Dublin) a year ago."
This report gives great information about the founder James (Dents)
Ginnane. There are however some inaccuracies in the report.
(i) The club was founded as Naas G.A.A. Club, it was about a
month later that it was given the name the "John Dillon Branch".
(ii) The brass band was organised by the John Dillon Branch.

In 1927 the Leinster Leader carried the following piece concerning the
Wolfe Tone anniversary Sunday:
The Kildare Co. Board are the custodians of the Wolfe Tone grave at
Bodenstown. It was the custom in the past to have the anniversary Sunday a closed day in the county. It is not too much to expect the Co.
Board to live up to its reputation in this respect.

1928
History makers

In 1928 the county senior football championship was run on a league
basis. The only recorded game that the seniors played was against Kildare.
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The original fixture was held up due to Naas not receiving sufficient notice.
Jack Ward (Naas) wrote to the county secretary Tim Clarke stating that he
had not received the ten days' notice required and asked for a postponement. The chairman Tom Lawler, in granting the postponement,
reprimanded the Naas club as follows: "They have the right to claim that
the fixture did not suit. If clubs take up all these little errors it will be a long
time before the championship matches finish."
When the game was eventually played, Naas shocked the county champions Kildare by 1-4 to 0-4 in what the Leinster Leader described as a
"brilliant trial of strength and skill". Dan Ryan scored 1-3 for Naas and
Joe Curtis got the other point. The Naas scores were described by the Leinster Leader as follows: "After ten minutes in the second half Curtis with
a point, raised the white flag. Excitement ran high, as the Naas men, all out,
made a second onslaught which culminated in a second point per Ryan. On
the kickout Curtis got possession and the ball was back again in Kildare
territory, where Ryan followed up with another point.
"Play became faster, Naas making most of the pace and Kildare lagging
behind. In another great rush by the Naas team, Dan Ryan, who was playing a splendid game, once more became conspicuous by a brilliant goal sent
in at close range. A subsequent point from an overhead kick by the same
player was loudly applauded."
The report mentioned Jack Higgins, Gus Fitzpatrick and Joe Curtis as
prominent for Naas.
Naas reached the final of the St. Conleth's Gold Medal Tournament.
They played Roseberry but no result of the match is available.
At the County Convention Joe McDonald (Naas) was complimented on
his great work with the county team in 1927. Comdt. Colgan said "There
was no member of the team or no official of the County Board who had
worked half as hard as the trainer himself. The players had an incentive to
work, they had the All-Ireland honours to look forward to, but the trainer
had no such incentive, nevertheless he worked with might and main, day in
and day out, and the victory achieved was in a large measure due to his
enthusiasm. "
No minutes were recorded between 14th February 1926 and the lIth May
1928. The entry on the 11th May 1928 simply read:
Handed over minute book, as requested by James Carroll Esq., along
with correspondence etc., from W. P. Blayney and M. Conway.
lIth May 1928

John C. P. Mooney.

This signalled the end of J. C. P. Mooney's involvement in the Naas club.
He had been involved in the Naas club since its reformation in 1913.
Between 1913 and 1928 he had been club secretary on thirteen occasions.
He was county registrar in 1915 and 1916 and from 1920 to 1923.
The annual general meeting was held in the Christian Brothers school
78

(Moat school) on 13th May. Wm. Tyndall (sm.) presided at the meeting and
the following officers were elected: Patron, Very Rev. M. Norris P. P.;
President, Rev. O. Brennan; Chairman, Mr. Joe McDonald; ViceChairman and Treasurer, Mr. James Carroll; Secretary, Mr. T. (Towe)
Wheeler; Captain senior team, Jack Higgins; Vice-Captain, John Ward;
Captain junior team, Mr. Patrick Norton. Committee: Wm. Tyndall (sm .),
Thomas Carroll, J. Wheeler, J. Ward, J. Higgins, J. Crowley, J. McHugh,
P. Byrne,T. Fletcher, C. Higgins, G. Higgins, E. Timmons, Rev. Bro. Kehoe.
The treasurer Mr. James Carroll stated that the cash on hands was very
small, six shillings and six pence. The membership subscription was fixed
at 6d per month or five shillings per year.
It was decided to enter a team in the minor league and Mr. James Malley
was asked to obtain names of players.
Wm. Tyndall (sm.), who was replaced as chairman by Joe McDonald,
had been chairman of the club for ten years. He took over in 1918 when
the club was at a low ebb. Under his chairmanship the club won one junior
title (1,919), four senior titles (1920, 1922, 1923, 1924) and one Leinster
Leader Cup (1921). He was a very active debater at County Board meetings
and also at County Conventions.
Naas' great run of success in the twenties was not yet complete but still
it was the end of an era. Wm. Tyndall and J. C. P. Mooney as chairman
and secretary respectively had taken over a split, dispirited club in 1918 and
had brought it to the pinnacle of success. The chairman's repeated appeals
at a.g.m. after a.g.m. for subscriptions is testimony of th~ difficult task that
faced the two men. Yet today, the feats of the Naas club in the twenties is
a byeword in Kildare G.A.A. No small tribute is due to men like William
(sm.) and J. C. P.
The only other meeting recorded in 1928 was for the organisation of the
minor team. Fr. Brennan was asked to get names from the Green (Naas)
and Sallins schools and J. Malley and Rev. Bro. Kehoe appointed selectors.
In 1928 Kildare were invited to go on tour to the United States by the Kildare Club in New York. The captain of the New York team was Edward
(Sapper) O'Neill the well-known Kildare footballer. "Sapper" came over to
Ireland to organise the tour which was being sponsored by the Kildare team
of New York and the Kildaremen's Association of New York. A couple of
weeks before they were due to travel, permission to go was withdrawn by
the Central Council as no guarantees re expenses and the division of the nett
profits had been received. The players were informed of the decision at
Barry's Hotel on the day of the N.F.L. final against Kerry which Kildare
lost by 2-4 to 1-6.
Afterwards when Jack Higgins was asked about the tour to America he
would point to his suit of clothes and say "there that's America".
Attempts were made to complete the 1927 county minor football championship and to start the 1928 championship. John Norton (Naas) was a
member of that team and became the first Naas man to play minor for Kildare. They lost to Dublin in their first game which was played on the day
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Kevin O'Higgins was shot. The team was searched at the railway station on
the way home.
The G.A.A. Leinster handball championship between Wicklow and
Meath was held in Naas. The handball alley owned by Ned Timmons was
situated at the rear of his licensed premises on the Dublin Road (now the
Random Inn). The Kildare juvenile handball championship final was also
played in Naas. Naas met Ballymore Eustace in the first round - the fixture
was Geraghty (Naas) v. Dowling (Ballymore), Walsh (Naas) v. Wm. Winder
Um.) (Ballymore).
With three Naas men on the team Gus Fitzpatrick (left corner-back), Jack
Higgins (centre half-back) and Joe Curtis (right half-forward) Kildare
retained their All-Ireland championship title defeating Cavan by 2-6 to 2-5.
Dan Ryan came on as a substitute in the second half and "Towe" Wheeler
was a sub. Kildare created history by fielding the same fifteen for both
finals. This piece of history very nearly didn't take place as Joe Curtis was
not on the selected team. Joe had collided with a goalpost and broken three
ribs in the semi-final against Cork. Peter Pringle was selected in his place
but while he was getting a rub down from Joe McDonald in the dressing
room before the game one of the Cavan officials came in with a photograph
showing Peter Pringle playing in Laois. Joe was strapped up, given a Baby
Power by Tommy Kelly (KiIcock) and told "get out there". Joe Curtis with
strapped ribs and a Baby Power was the history maker. This was the first
final in which the Sam Maguire Cup was presented. Back in Barry's Hotel
after the match Squires Gannon handed the cup to Joe Curtis to take the
first drink but Joe handed it over to Charlie Purcell (New Row) who was
a great supporter of the team. Many people have taken a drink from the
Sam Maguire since but it was Charlie who got the first drink and he wasn't
even a player.
The 1928 All-Ireland victory was not without controversy. After the Leinster final victory over Dublin Joe McDonald arrived for the next training
session only to find that he was replaced by a professional trainer. He
travelled with the team to the semi-final and final but was very annoyed
when he was forgotten in the speeches in Barry's Hotel after the final. Joe,
who had trained the Kildare All-Ireland teams (1919 and 1927), was the man
chiefly responsible for the great hand passing skills of the Kildare teams of
the 1920s. But on All-Ireland day in Barry's Hotel in 1928 he resigned with
the words: "There are men here who can remember patriots for 700 years.
After many years of service I was forgotten in three weeks."

1929
Disagreements and disappointments
At the County Convention Joe McDonald raised the question of his
dismissal as county trainer after the 1928 Leinster final. He said he was
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NAAS - KILDARE COUNTY CHAMPIONS (JUNIOR) 1942
Back row: J. O' Gorman , D. O'Farrell , J. Kenrick, J. Walsh , E. Smith , W . Madden.
Middle row: J . Russell , J . Tipper, W. Murphy . T. Hayden, J . Fullam , P. O' Hanrahan.
Front row : P. Murphy, C. O' Dwyer, M. Kissane (Captain), Rev . C. Phelan, C.C., T. Fullam, J . Smith, P. Hughes .

Jack Higgins, Naas clubman and
renowned Kildare footballer.

John
Miley,
(1933- 1936).

Club

Secretary

NAAS JUNIOR A - 1948
Back row: Liam Neary, Johnny Lawlor, Tom Byrne, Noel Hanlon, Johnny
Murray, Jack Walsh, "Taw" Higgins, Bill Welsh , Paddy Burke, Noel
Sheridan, Eddie Marum, Jim Kennedy, Jimmy Danagher .
Front row : P. Maguire, Kevin Smith, Paddy Herbert, Joe (Smack) Higgins ,
James (Noise) Sheridan, John (Briar) Breen, Hugh Peacock, Con Kane , Jackie
Bracken, Toss Welsh.
Missing: Paudie McCormack.

NAAS (EIRE'S OWN) 1939
This team was formed in Cunningham's Bakery
Back row: T. Mahon, J. Plant, B. Donoghue, Johnny McDonald, J. (Shinner) Gaffney, Jim McDonald, - -, T. (Red) White .
Middle row: T. (Gunner) Pearse, G. Patterson, T. Delaney, J . Gibbons, K. Daly, J . Daly, M. McGarr, M. Gibbons .
Front row: T . McDonald, T. Gibbons, Teddy Deegan.

ng team on parade with the Naas G.A.A . Club contingent in the
' 98 Commemoration Parade through Naas on 3 October 1948.

annoyed that he was not notified that a professional man from the military
was to train the team after the Leinster final. It transpired during the discussion that he had not received any expenses during his years training the
team. But the new trainer was getting a gratuity. The chairman apologised
to Joe McDonald and assured him that no discourtesy was meant.
The final of the 1928 senior football championship was played on 2nd
June. Naas, after a lapse of three years, defeated Rathangan by 3-3 to 2-4.
The following are excerpts from the match report: "The Naas defence is
strong, Fitzpatrick clearing time and again, but is temporarily knocked out.
... Dan Ryan receives and passes to Butty Loakman who found the net
with a beauty .. . . A penalty to Naas was taken by Jack Higgins, the goalie
partly stopped the shot, but Higgins following up netted. At half time Naas
2-0, Rathangan 1-1.
"Naas forwards indulged in a nice bout of passing, and again Loakman
finds the net. Still keeping up the pressure Naas were awarded a free kick
and Jack Higgins sent over the bar. . .. Norton here beat a couple of
opponents for possession, and Wheeler with a long drive sent to Loakman
who raised the white flag. There was some disturbance at this point on the
sideline and play had to be stopped. The spectators rushed in on the field
from all directions and there seemed as if there was going to be trouble.
However the pitch was eventually cleared and play resumed.
"In the course of some fast play Joe Curtis, who was playing a very fine
consistent game, got hurt, but after a little while there is heard a cheer as
he resumes." The game ended with a point for Naas. The final score was
Naas 3-3, Rathangan 2-4.
There was no annual general meeting held in 1929. At the previous a.g.m .
Jack Higgins was elected captain. As Naas had now won the 1928 senior
football championship Jack Higgins automatically became captain of the
Kildare team. Some people, it appears, were not happy as can be gleaned
from Jack Higgins' letter to the Leinster Leader:
The Editor Leinster Leader
1st October 1929
Sir,-I am awfully sorry to give voice to the following remarks, i.e.
certain allegations shortly before the All-Ireland final. Consequent to
some changes in the constitution of the team to play Kerry it was
alleged that I was self-appointed captain. To the originators of such an
allegation I would like to draw their attention to the annual meeting
of the Naas G.F.C. in the Christian Brothers schools some 15 months
ago, and if my memory serves me right, on that occasion, contrary to
my wishes, I was proposed to the position of captain by Mr. J.
McDonald and seconded by Mr. J. Ward (then captain), and the
meeting unanimously agreed. Subsequently Naas won the championship, and it only remained for the Kildare selection committee to sanc81

tion me as captain of the county team. Apparently this committee had
not the slightest doubt about my ability, for before the match with
Monaghan I was duly appointed. It is only for me to add that this
allegation, coming at the time with the final so imminent, seems to have
seriously affected the display of some of my Naas companions on that
occasion.
Yours faithfully,
JACK HIGGINS.
At a club meeting two days later, which was called to select a team to play
3rd Battalion, Curragh, at Ballymore Eustace in the Leinster Leader Cup
the secretary informed the meeting that he had received a letter from the
present captain Mr. J. Higgins tending his resignation as captain and ceasing to be a member of the club. After the chairman, Mr. Joseph McDonald,
and Fr. O. Brennan had appealed to him to withdraw, Mr. Higgins decided
to carryon until the annual meeting of the club.
Naas and Round Towers (Kildare) met in the final of the 1929 senior football championship. Kildare had defeated Castledermot and Rathangan on
their way to the final. There is no record of Naas' pathway to the final. Both
teams included All-Ireland men. Kildare (Round Towers) had Paul Doyle,
Jack Hayes, Bill Gannon and Martin Walsh in goal. Naas had Jack Higgins
(the county captain), Gus Fitzpatrick, Dan Ryan, "Towe" Wheeler and Joe
Curtis. Here are some parts of the match report from the Leinster Leader:
"Some great football was seen in the first half, but towards the end of
the game the players began to lose their tempers .... Kildare were awarded
a free 40 yards out, but Jack Higgins brought off a fine clearance. Naas were
now having the best of the play and from one of their raids Curtis opened
their score with a point. ... Albert O'Neill, getting possession, scored a
goal for Kildare, but Dan Ryan again put Naas in front with a clever goal.
... John Norton and Paddy Plant kept their lines clear and Christy 'Nuts'
Higgins in a good position kicked wide .... Curtis put Naas further ahead
with a point but Austin, for Kildare, scored a goal in a scrimmage around
the Naas goal. Half-time Kildare (Round Towers) 2-0, Naas 1-2.
"Kildare broke away per Gannon but M. Purcell saved for Naas ....
From a long kick far out the ball sailed into the net for a goal for Kildare .
. . . Kildare add another point from a free. At this point Gus Fitzpatrick
is sent to the sideline for boxing, and the game is beginning to be very tough
and Austin (Kildare) gets his marching orders. Final score Kildare 3-2, Naas
1-2. "
The progress of the junior footballers in 1929 is hard to gauge. The 1926,
1927 and 1928 championships are shrouded in mystery due to lack of
records and the fact that the competition was running years behind
schedule. The only fact recorded is that Naas defeated Ballymore in a junior
football championship game in 1929 by 1-4 to 0-4.
The Naas club appeal against the decision of the Kildare County Board
in not allowing their objection against Kildare in winning the 1929 senior
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football championship, was declared lost by the Leinster Council. Naas objected on two counts (I) that Paul Doyle played with Kildare and also with
the Army Metro Club in the Dublin League, (2) That the official list was not
in accordance with the rules.

1930
First Kildare v. Kerry game in N aas
On Monday 6th January a soccer team was formed in Naas by the Naas
Workingmen's Club. Mr. P. Farrell was elected chairman and Mr. J. Ward
was appointed secretary. A list of members was supplied to the chairman,
which contained some of the most prominent Gaels in the town namely,
Gus Fitzpatrick, Joe Curtis, James McHugh, Dan Ryan and Jack Ward.
Rev. P. J. Doyle c.c. had consented to be enrolled as a member.
At the annual general meeting of Naas G .A.A. Club the membership fee
was fixed at 5 shillings and the secretary was instructed to get a supply of
membership cards printed . It was also decided to write to Naas V.D.C. re
the securing of rooms for the use of the club. A small committee was
appointed to see about acquiring a suitable playing ground to which the
members of the club would have access at all times. The committee consisted of Rev. O . Brennan, Ned Timmons, Joe McDonald, James McHugh,
Nicholas Byrne and J. C. P. Mooney.
When Mr. James McHugh's name was proposed and seconded for the
vice-captaincy of the senior team, the chairman pointed out that his name
had appeared in the Leinster Leader amongst those who were organising an
Association Football Club and hence would not be eligible for any position
in the G.A.A. James McHugh pointed out that a mistake had arisen in this
matter as he had no intention of severing his connection with the G.A .A.
His explanation was accepted.
The Naas V.D.C. agreed to let a room adjoining the surveyor's office at
the Town Hall to the Naas G.A.A. Club for meetings for £3 a year.
At the February County Board meeting an application was made for the
re-instatement of Dan Ryan and Joe Curtis who had been suspended for
allegedly playing soccer. One delegate, a Mr. Jones, said that "it went
round the county that all the Gaelic players in Naas had turned to soccer
and that was the worst of it". The chairman said that they could not be reinstated until six months after the last offence. The chairman said that his
"vigilance man" has supplied him with the dates on which Gus Fitzpatrick
and Joe Curtis had played soccer and he asked them to tell the exact date
of their last offence.
At a meeting of the club at the end of May in the new club room an
application for membership was received from Messrs Gus Fitzpatrick, Joe
Curtis and Dan Ryan. In their application letter they regretted their folly
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at having deserted the ranks of the Gaels. The members decided to accept
their application. Fr. O. Brennan, who presided at the meeting, said "they
were at least entitled to the same publicity in the daily and local press as the
initiation of the supposed soccer club and the severance of those Gaels from
the ranks at the time, as the prominence it received might have had very
detrimental effects on the Association had the Gaels of Naas being less
staunch, but he was very proud to state that as facts turned out it proved
to be the greatest fillip to the Association in the town both financially and
otherwise" .
At the July County Board meeting it was decided to recommend Gus Fitzpatrick, Joe Curtis and Dan Ryan to the Leinster Council for reinstatement. Fr. O. Brennan proposing the re-instatment said "If anyone
has objection to their re-instatement now is the time to ventilate it, in case
it might be said afterwards they were re-instated without the delegates'
knowledge." When there was no objection Fr. Brennan said these men did
wrong, but they readily admitted their fault. The chairman Tom Lawler
said that if they had succeeded in their design they might not have admitted
it so readily.
There were only two Naas men, Jack Higgins and Harry Burke, on the
Kildare team that defeated Meath 2-6 to 1-2 after a replay in the Leinster
final. Jack played in his usual spot at centre half-back and Harry at fullforward. In the All-Ireland semi-final Monaghan beat Kildare 1-6 to 1-4.
In 1930 the Naas Club and the Racecourse Committee were not on the
best of terms. The racecourse had to be crossed to get to the G.A.A. field
and this did not please the Race Committee. This came to light when Jack
Higgins proposed Naas as the venue for the 1929 junior football final
between Clane and the 11th Batt. He said:
Naas was the most central and again they were paying big rent for a
field there which they were finding it difficult to hold at all as the Race
Committee were up against them.
The secretary (Mr. T. "Towe" Wheeler) notified the meeting that all the
materials for the putting up of a new paling around the playing pitch were
now ready. He said the work was well in hands and that when finished it
would be one of the best grounds in the province.
On the playing field Naas, without the services of Gus, Joe and Dan,
defeated Rathangan in the semi-final of the 1928 Leinster Leader Cup by
0-4 to 0-2. The Naas stalwarts that day were Jack and Christy (Nuts) Higgins, Joseph Sheridan and John Norton.
The 1930 senior football championship was played on the league system.
Naas won both their matches defeating Leixlip by 1-6 to 0-2 and Caragh by
0-5 to 0-2. In the Caragh match Naas featured former Armagh county
player James Maguire, a native of Sallins. James Maguire won an AllIreland junior medal with Armagh, the first Ulster county to win the title.
In the final of the 1928 Leader Cup Naas defeated Kildare by 2-4 to 1-2
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to win the cup for the second time.
The club's first match in the 1929 Leinster Leader Cup was against Clane
whom they defeated 4-8 to 1-2. This game, played on 26th October,
featured the reappearance of Gus Fitzpatrick, Joe Curtis and Dan Ryan,
who had been reinstated by the Central Council a month earlier. The match
report had this to say: "Naas played their usual finished game .... There
was an overindulgence in hand passing at which art Naas are prone to
overdo at times."
Naas played two more games in 1930. They travelled to Crosby's
Demesne, Stradbally, where they defeated the local side by 3-2 to 2-0. They
also defeated Caragh in the 1929 Leinster Leader Cup by 3-4 to 0-1 . The
match report mentioned the Armagh man James Maguire as the best man
on the field and J. McHugh as brilliant in goals. Christy "Nuts" Higgins
scored two long range points and Joe Curtis and Dan Ryan showed some
of their old understanding.
The Naas juniors defeated Rathangan and Clane but were defeated by
Celbridge. In the Clane game the teams were level with five minutes to go
when a goal and a point from M. Hughes sealed the issue for Naas. Most
prominent for Naas were M. Brophy, M. Sheridan, T. Foley, W. Sheridan,
T. Higgins, M. Hughes and R. Gibbons.
In September Fr. Brennan arranged a game between Monaghan, who had
reached te All-Ireland final, and Kildare at the Naas sportsfield at Spooners
Lane. He was very surprised to learn at a County Board meeting that the
Monaghan G.A.A. had sent the following cablegram:
Our senior team will travel to Naas on Sunday, September 14th, on the
distinct understanding that no intoxicating liquor is supplied to them.
We shall hold yourself (T. P. Clarke) and Fr. Brennan responsible for
seeing that our players are got out of Naas immediately after the
match. We would not travel to any other county in Ireland under the
circumstances and we are merely travelling to Naas because of the
assistance rendered by Kildare to Monaghan in the past. Practically all
our followers here are opposed to the match.
Fr. Brennan said "I cannot give a guarantee that they won't drink whiskey
(laughter). I don't think it could be done with strangers, whatever about our
own. While recognising the shortcomings in the letter, 1 think that Naas
stands very much in need of a good match. I am there seven years and the
people have never got an opportunity of witnessing any kind of big contest." The County Board decided to let the match go ahead under the circumstances set out by Fr. Brennan.
The Urban Council at the request of the Naas club agreed to give a civic
reception to the Monaghan team. However one councillor (a Mr. Doyle)
was a bit hesitant, he asked "I hope we are not too ambiguous - I mean
that nothing else will be read into the resolution, something which would
cost us money."
85

....

However, the match was never played as the Central Council of the
G.A.A. refused to grant a permit for the game . The disappointment over
the cancellation of the Monaghan game was soon forgotten when the
County Board fixed the N.F.L. game against Kerry on 2nd November for
Naas. The voting was very close, Naas 18, Droichead Nua 17 and Athy 15.
Sideline seating for 1,200 spectators were erected and the Race Committee
place the motor enclosure at the disposal of the G .A.A. On the morning of
the game there was a downpour and club members clad in oilskins did what
they could but their cause was hopeless one as the downpour continued.
The county colours at each end of the field were limp while the referee
and representatives of both teams inspected the pitch. The match was
postponed as the ground was sodden and any cars leaving the Tipper road
would have been bogged down in Spooners Lane. The ceili arranged for the
Town Hall that night went ahead as planned and the Kerry goalkeeper
Johnny Riordan was the star of the night with his singing and dancing.
The match was played on Sunday 16th November and ended in a draw,
0-2 each. There was a record attendance for the league of 5,000 at this, the
first meeting of Kildare and Kerry at Naas. The new railing erected around
the playing pitch earlier in the year, proved beneficial. The gate receipts of
£242 were made up as follows: ordinary gate £208, sideline seats £30 and
motor enclosure £4. Poplar Square was crowded before and after the match
and, as on the previous occasion, a ceili was held in the Town Hall that
night.
Funds being at a low ebb, the club held a sweep on the Manchester
November Handicap.
Athy C.B .S. defeated Naas C.B.S. by 2-7 to 0-1 in the midland schools
league. Best for Naas were Meaney, Marum and Purden (0-1).

1931
Championship Honours Again

Naas defeated Connolly Barracks in the first round of the 1931 championship, the Curragh in the quarter-final by 1-4 to 1-1, and Rathangan in
the semi-final by 2-6 to 1-3. Matt Gorry had his first outing for the senior
team in this semi-final. In the final Naas had a runaway victory over Round
Towers (Kildare) winning 6-7 to 0-3. The following are extracts from the
Leinster Leader report of the game: "Naas were superior in all departments
to their opponents, particularly in handling and fielding .... The Naas
defence was very strong, and it speaks well for their defensive abilities that
their goalie John Norton, was not tested even once .... Naas soon got their
measure and a pass from Dan Ryan to Christy Higgins saw the latter net
the ball from close in after a great tussle . . . . A nice bout of passing
between Joe Curtis, T. Wheeler and P. Gibbons ended in a '50'. This was
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taken by Jack Higgins who finely centred and Christy Higgins getting
possession kicked to 'Towe' Wheeler who added another winner to the
score .... M. Gorry, from a considerable length out sent over. Half time,
Naas 2-6, Kildare 0-0.
"A combined movement by J. Maguire, C. Higgins, and P. Gibbons was
successfully concluded when the latter sent a great shot into the net. ...
Naas irresistibly attacked again and J. Plant and P. Gibbons added goals
in quick succession .... For Naas, Jack Higgins as usual played a brilliant
game, but the player who excelled most was Christy Higgins, 'Lager's'
son."
Naas defeated Raheens by 4-5 to 2-2 in the 1929 semi-final of the Leader
Cup and went on to capture their third Leinster Leader Cup, the second in
succession, when they easily defeated the Curragh by 6-6 to 2-4 in the final.
The match report mentioned J. Norton in the goal as a find for his side and
Christy (Nuts) Higgins as the most prominent player on the Naas side. Naas
defeated Leixlip in the first round of the 1930 competition by 0-9 to 1-3.
An important factor in these successes was the introduction of younger
players as a result of a trial match between Naas "A" and Naas "B". Those
brought onto the panel were M. Gorry, Tommy Higgins, C. Byrne, J. Miley
and M. Brophy.
Commenting on the Naas successes in 1931 (they won the 1931 S.F.C.
and the 1929 Leinster Leader Cup) the Leinster Leader reporter posed the
question: "Why is it that Naas can have such a good team? It must be
remembered that all are from Naas parish, which is one of the smallest
parishes in the County Kildare. It is practice and training and nothing else.
If other senior teams and even junior ones for that matter took a leaf out
of Naas' book it would be to their advantage."
Although Naas had a junior team no account of their progress could be
obtained. Naas played T.M.H. in the junior league but records are scant.
In a juvenile football (u-19) challenge Newbridge defeated the Curragh and
were challenged to a game by the Naas juveniles who had travelled to see
the match. While matches were played there was no official championship.
The games were used as trials to select the county minor team.
Camoguideacht

Naas camogie team defeated Broadford 3 goals to nil. The Leinster
Leader of July 25th carried the following report: "Teams representing the
above clubs met in Moyvalley on Sunday last and after a good game Naas
emerged victors on the score Naas 3 goals, Broadford O. In the first half play
of a very even nature ruled. S1. Brigid's pressed occasionally but the long
grass militated against open play and at half time no score had been
registered. In the second half Broadford having made some changes in the
placings of the team took command of the game, but only for a short while.
St. Brigid's were very sound in defence and Caitlin Ni Lughadha opened the
scoring with a good goal. Heartened by this success Naas controlled the
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game until the final whistle, securing two more goals through Irene Ni hAnnluain and Siobhan Nic Gorthraigh, both of whom played a splendid game
throughout. Naas: Caitlin Ni Lughadha, Marie Ni hAnnluain, Brighid Ni
hUaidin, Maire Ni Cearbhaill, Aine Ni Meacoir, Roisin Ni Donnchadha,
Hilde Gibeallain, Marie Ni Mhaolaoidh, Siobhan Nic Gothraidh, Stella Nic
Gothriadh, Irene Ni h-Annluain, Marie Ni Tewial. Subs: Hilde Nic
Gothraidh, Ella Ni Ceannaigh."
In July the Naas G.A.A. club organised an Aeridheacht M6r in the
sportsfield at Spooners Lane. At this event Naas defeated Broadford in a
camogie match by 1-0 to nil, the goal scored by Joan Gorry. The Naas
hurlers were defeated by Connolly Barracks 4-2 to 1-1. A Garda football
selection easily accounted for a Naas selection by 3-3 to 0-5.
The dancing was organised by Mr. Liam O'Flynn. Miss Eileen Doyle
danced a jig while Miss Maggie Hannon, Miss F. and Phyllis Sloan gave a
splendid exhibition of Irish dancing. The boys of the Green N.S. under the
tuition of Mrs. Byrne sang "Cait Ni Duibhir".
Kerry and international star Paul Russell was transferred to the Garda
station in Naas. But it was 1932 before he transferred to the Naas club.
Two Naas men Jack Higgins and James Maguire were on the Kildare
team that reached the Leinster final having defeated Laois 2-4 to 1-6 and
Meath 1-5 to 0-5 after a replay. In the match report on the Meath game the
Leinster Leader reporter singled out Jack Higgins - "Jack Higgins at centre
played a wonderful game. Times without number he dashed from nowhere
and saved a desperate situation."
Kildare defeated Westmeath by 2-9 to 1-6 and travelled to Breffni Park
to play Cavan in the All-Ireland semi-final. Kildare won the game by 10
points to 1-5 after trailing by 5 points at the interval.
In the build-up to the All-Ireland final with Kerry the following pen pictures appeared about the Naas players:
"Jack (6) Higgins: From Nas na Riogh where he learned his first lessons
in football. The most consistent player on the Kildare team. Has international honours. 28 years of age, 5 f1. 11 ins. 13 stone. Will be one of the
stars on Sunday.
"James (10) Maguire: Hails from Sallins. Plays with Naas team. When
he resided in Armagh he was member of that county team which won the
first All-Ireland junior championship for Ulster. Lacks height, but has great
speed and dash. 23 years, 5 ft. 6 ins., 11 stone.
"Henry (13) Burke: A native of Naas for which team he played till
recently. Has never been in an All-Ireland final before. An athlete, his speed
should serve him well. 23 years, 5 ft. 8 ins., 11 stone."
Henry Burke also played soccer with such teams as Derry City and
Shelbourne. But to avoid detection he played soccer under his mother's
name Gibbons . After his soccer exploits were known Henry came to Naas
to play for Dublin juniors against Kildare. However, Kildare secretary Tim
Clarke objected and Henry didn't play.
In the All-Ireland final Kerry defeated Kildare by 1-11 to 0-8 . The match
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NAAS - JUNIOR FOTBALL CHAMPIONS 1952
Back row : Paddy O' Connor, Jack Goulding , John Breen, Christy Higgins, Joe Goulding , Ger Cronin, Dermot Kane .
Front row: Joe (Smack) Higgins, Dominic Higgins, Jimmy Bracken, Jackie Bracken, Mick McCarthy, Eddie Hogan, Mick
Curtis , Jim Mahon .

THE TOWERS TEAM 1933
Back row: (Jack Lennon). Jackie Higgins, (Thomas Doyle). John Byrne ,
(Thomas (Gunner) Pierce), Tom Harrington, Richard Gibbons , Paddy
Waldron, (Martin Pierce), George Sheridan, (Michael Danagher) , Thomas Gibbons, (William McGlynn). Tommy Kelly, Nicholas Murphy.
Middle row: Billy Keogh, Paddy Doyle, William Hughes, George Higgins .
Front row: Paddy Farrell, Larry Kelly.

1933
Left to right: Gus Fitzpatrick, George Higgins, Paddy Waldron, William Joe
Hughes, Paddy Hughes, Thomas (Scotchy) Harrington, Paddy (Parks) Gibbons,
Jackie Higgins, Molly (Kelly) Hickey, Biddie Russell and Christy Pearse
(mascot).

NAAS - SENIOR HURLING CHAMPIONS 1952
Back row : Christy Higgins, - Power, M. Shortt, M. Driscoll, J . Mahon,
T. Roche, J . Mangan, T. Byrne, P. Higgins, - McWey .
Middle row : J . Butler, J. Sheridan, Jimmy Sheridan, J. Pierce, P. Hughes,
V . Corcoran, - Kinsella, T. Corcoran, C . McDermott.
Front row: D. Fitzpatrick, J . Lawlor, J. Whelan, D. Andrews .

Ger Grehan
Chairman Kildare GAA Co. Board
1970-71

Maurice Dowling
Club President

NAAS ~ MINdirFOOTBALL CHAMPIONS 1952
Back row: Eddie Marum , Jackie Bracken, Mick Fitzpatrick, Dermot Kane, Sean Behan, Kevin Daly, Jack Lynch, Pat Glennon,
Con Kane , Tom Kennedy, Pat O'Connor, Mick Burke, Kieran Hickey, Toss Walshe, Jim Kavanagh.
Front row: Dermot McNamara, Joe Curtis, Cormac McGarr, Brian Poole, Mick Curtis, Eddie Hogan, Barney Poole, Seamie
Curran, Jim Higgins, Tom (Benjy) Hickey, Junior Higgins, Billy Behan.
Missing: Frank Rycroft, Joe Farrell.

report singled out James Maguire and H. Burke. Henry Burke was
especially mentioned for holding his opponent in check at every stage.
The county junior team also reached the All-Ireland final in 1931. They
met Galway in. Athy in a controversial game. Geraldine Park, Athy, was
officially opened before the game. There were four Naas men on the team:
T. Sheridan (left half-forward), Theo Higgins (right corner-forward),
Christy (Nuts) Higgins (full-forward) and Dan Ryan (left corner-forward).
The Leader profile of the players read: "T. Sheridan of Naas, plays with
Curragh team. A stylish and keen player. Will give a good account of himself in the match . . . . Theo Higgins, Naas: From his inclusion in this
season's team has shown great improvement. Has not yet played a bad
game and will acquit himself on Sunday with honour. ... Dan Ryan, Naas:
Has impressed the selectors by his recent performances and will show up on
Sunday .... Christy Higgins, Naas: A son of the 'Lager's' and should be
good. Comes of a great football family. Between brothers, nephews and
cousins the Higgins' of Naas could put on a full team on the field."
Christy, affectionately known as "Nuts" died in 1987, the club's
centenary year.
A controversy arose in the All-Ireland junior final at the very end of the
game. Kildare were leading 1-7 to 0-8 with time almost up when Galway
were awarded a penalty. The Leinster Leader takes up the story:
Kelleher, the Galway captain, took the kick and it is understood that
he was informed before he took it by the referee Paul Russell, that it
should be a clear goal, otherwise it would not count. Kelleher sent into
the net, but Dempsey in goal touched and deflected the course of the
ball. No flag was raised and the ball was not again kicked out and the
referee whistled full time.
But Kildare's joy was short lived as the referee changed his mind later that
evening and his decision was upheld by the Central Council.
In the schools competition Naas C.B.S. defeated Athy C.B.S. by 2-4 to
1-3. Delaney and Hussey scored the goals for Naas, with Farrington and
Fullam getting two points each.

1932
The Towers
In January 1932 a second club called the Towers was formed in the town.
The members of the Towers came mainly from the Fair Green and New
Row parts of the town. The team consisted of many young players. Their
first game was against Newbridge juniors on the 7th February at Raheens.
The formation of a second team was necessary as many skillful players had
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to remain on the sideline due to the excellence of the senior team. It was
now 45 years since the first attempt to affiliate a second club in the town.
That attempt failed because Naas club (John Dillons) controlled the County
Board. But there was no opposition to the formation of the Towers and
their affiliation was accepted by the County Board. The following is a Leinster Leader report of one of the first meetings of the Towers club.:
A meeting of the new formed Towers football club was held in the
Christian Brothers schools on Tuesday night 16th January. There was
a large attendance.
The secretary, Mr. Nicholas Murphy, said that he was very glad to
be able to inform them that their application to the Kildare County
Board for the transfer of several of the members of the Naas G.F.C.
to the Towers G.F.C. had been successful, except in the case of Patrick
(Parks) Gibbons who should continue to play with the former club. He
urged upon the members the necessity of constant practice to fit them
for the coming championship and league games, and advised them to
persevere in their efforts to make good. The spirit of enthusiasm in
which the club had been formed should continue to be cultivated and
there should be no carping either in the field or the clubroom.
The field kindly given to them by Mr. John Lawler, to whom their
best thanks was due, was a great asset and a fine incentive to practice
diligently.
It was decided to call a general meeting for members of both junior
and minor teams.
The Towers clubroom loaned by Major De Burgh, was situated at New
Row opposite the Rathasker Road entrance. Billiards, snooker and cards
were played there by the members. The Towers team was made up of young
players who had not yet played for Naas and the following who were
transferred from the Naas club, R. Gibbons, C. Byrne, T. Kelly, M.
Hughes, J. Fennessy, P. Waldron, L. Kelly, W. (Ikey) Keogh. In the first
round of the junior championship Naas defeated the Towers by 3-6 to 2-2
in a game which was described as vigorous. The Towers played in black and
red vertical stripes. In his match report the referee reported two former
players and former clubmates, T. Higgins and M. Hughes, for fighting during the second half of the game. The junior football championship was
played on a league basis but neither club were involved in the later stages.
In hurling Naas were defeated in the first round of the junior hurling
championship by St. Conleth's (Newbridge) by 5-0 to 3-2. Naas had to play
the first half with thirteen men as Dr. Purcell and Guard Conniffe were
delayed. One of the Naas goals was scored by Jack Higgins who played in
the forwards. Dan Ryan had to retire injured in a game in which John Norton, J. Brennan and J. Kelly (a Kilkenny man) were the Naas stars.
The punctuality and dress of the teams did not impress the Leader which
reported: "The only regrettable features of the game were the unpunctuality
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of the teams in turning up and the lack of togs by some of the players. On
the question of togs nothing looks so directly opposed to athletics as the
appearance of a player on the field in long trousers. A pair of knickers do
not cost much and it was noted that those who were not properly togged
on Sunday last could easily afford to procure knickers. A referee should not
allow any player on the field who is not properly togged."
There was no organised juvenile hurling as such but the Naas Catholic
Boy Scouts were defeated by 5-1 to 4-2 in a hurling match by Newbridge
Boy Scouts.
The Naas camogie team defeated Newbridge by 11-0 to 2-0 in a game
where Hilda Gorry, Josephine Callaghan and R. Donohoe were the stars for
Naas. Also in camogie the Naas juniors defeated the Naas seniors by 5 goals
to 3 goals.
At a Naas G.A.A. Club meeting in February the committee decided to
bring to the notice of the Naas A.C. that members of that club had abused
the privilege of the use of the football field for training purposes. The minor
football team was also criticised in this regard. This was the last meeting
at which Fr. Brennan presided before his illness and untimely death.
A deputation from Naas A.C. attended the next meeting at which Joe
McDonald presided and pointed out that Naas A .C. were in no way responsible for the state of the pitch. Their explanation was accepted and they
were exonerated from all blame in the matter. In the course of the discussion it was mentioned that upwards of a 100 or more youngsters use the field
for practice each evening. The committee felt that a playground should be
provided for the young people of the town.
Although many attempts had been made to organise a juvenile football
competition since 1920 none of them had been very successful. In 1932 Mr.
and Mrs. Chris Sylvester, Picture Palace, Curragh and Naas, offered to
donate a perpetual trophy and a set of silver medals for a juvenile (under
19 years) championship. Mr. Sylvester's two sons played with the Curragh
and one of them, "Agar" was the captain of the team.
Kildare defeated Naas (St. David's) by 1-4 to 1-3 for a football presented
by Mr. T. Lawler, the County Board chairman. The Leader wrote: "The
Naas boys need more practice and should be encouraged and coached by
some of the players of a higher status. Certainly young Marum shone out
above all other, he is of small stature but he has great grit and dash and
his play was a treat to witness. Daly, Mangan, Gaffney and Kilduff were
also good workers for Naas."
The juvenile team was affiliated under the name of St. David's and they
did not associate themselves with either the Naas club or the Towers. They
informed both clubs of this.
Naas C.B.S. defeated Carlow C.B.S. by 2-0 to 0-1. Fullam got both goals
and P. Marum (goals), Donohoe, Kavanagh and Hayden were the best Naas
players.
Kildare were defeated by Wexford 2-8 to 2-5 in the Leinster championship. Naas had four representatives: Jack Higgins (centre half-back), James
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Maguire (left half-back), Harry Burke (right half-forward), Christy "Nuts"
Higgins (left corner-forward) on the team. This was Christy's first league
or championship game for the county.
The Naas G.A.A. Club and the town in general were saddened at the
death of Fr. Owen Brennan on 13th November 1932. Fr. Brennan was president of the Naas G.A.A. Club and was very involved in the affairs of the
club. He was president of the camogie club and was responsible for introducing the Gorry sisters and many others to the game. He introduced many
boys to the game of hurling with the organisation of street leagues.
A fitting tribute to Fr. Brennan was paid by anon. writing in the Leinster
Leader of 15th November 1932.
"A LOVER OF GAEL BY THE GAEL HE WAS LOVED"
They came to pray with slow and silent tread,
To pray, nor check that freely gushing tear Expressive grief - above that hallowed bier
Where he their comrade Gael lies dead.
They march with reverential mien
As solemnly the funeral cortege winds
Its way to that abode of absent friends,
And marching, sigh each knell between.
They linger here his grave beside,
As recollection penetrates the years,
And echoing time immortally endears Through life a Gael, a Gael he died.
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