Chapter VIII

1937-1948
The Naas dispute ends up in the Naas Circuit Court. The Towers
G.F.C. and the Naas G.A.A. club amalgamated under the heading
Naas G.A.A. As a result of a street league a new club Eire's Own is
formed in the town. After three years Eire's Own becomes defunct.
The Naas hurlers succeed in the 'forties and the ladies win their first
camogie title. Naas junior footballers reach county semi-final. Indoor
carnival proves a great success.

1937
Amicable settlement
In a report on the Golden Jubilee of Kildare G.A.A. the Leinster Leader
wrote: "At a meeting held in October 1887, the late Dr. O'Connor, Celbridge, presiding, and the late Mr. Stephen J. Brown (solicitor), Naas,
acting as secretary pro tem, the Association was launched in Kildare."
Stephen J. Brown became the Board's first chairman.
The Leinster Leader in referring to the disputes within the Naas club- during 1936 wrote: "Naas has been out of the limelight now for some years,
and it is time that a renaissance should take place. Unfortunately, things
have not been going smoothly in the club for the past twelve months, and
this has had a very injurious effect on the Association in that area. Were
it not for the Towers, the G.A.A. in Naas would be dead, as it is, it may
be said to be moribund. Now the old proverb holds good in this case of
'Unity is Strength', and those who have the interests of the Association at
heart should drop any puerile tactics and tackle the reorganisation of the
club at once. The majority of the members are sick of the continued squabbles, and if this season passes without something being done to smooth
matters, we fear that football in Naas will be a thing of the past. Besides,
it must be remembered that the excellent grounds there are lying idle owing
to this dispute. No first class match was fixed there in 1936, nor will there
be one in 1937 unless things are settled, and settled at once. The County
Convention last year tried to mend matters, but without success, and so
tired of the dispute did the Co. Board become, that it decided to wash its
hands of the affair, and let Naas people arrange matters for themselves."
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At the club a.g.m. the following officers were elected: Patron, Very Rev.
M. Norris P.P.; Presidents, Rev . J. Bennett C.c. and Mr. Edward
Timmins; Chairman, Mr. C . (Kit) McGlynn; Vice-Chairman, Mr. John
Norton; Secretary, Mr. Jack Higgins; Asst. Secretary, Mr. E. Marum;
Treasurer, Mr. E. Timmins. Committee: Messrs. W. Mangan, Jack Plant,
E. Murphy, C. Higgins, J. Behan, Theo Higgins, P. Brennan, D . Ryan, P.
Hickey. Captain "A" team, George Higgins; Vice-Captain, E. Marum.
James Carroll was a noticeable absentee from the meeting. He was
associated with the club for nearly a quarter of a century and was an ardent
Kildare supporter travelling widely to see them play.
The a.g.m. of the Towers club elected the following officers and committee: Chairman, Mr. T. Doyle; Vice-Chairman, Mr. P. Gibbons; Captain,
Mr. T. Gibbons; Vice-Captain, Mr. P. Gibbons. Committee: Messrs. V.
Byrne, P. Brien, J. Farrell, Dan Collins, M. Behan, Mr. Hughes, J.
Rochford, S. Waldron, J. Murtagh, A Fitzpatrick.
Mr. Jack Murtagh submitted the balance sheet for the year. The receipts
were £12-2-10 and the expenditure £7-5-8 leaving a credit balance of
£4-17-2.
This meeting of the Towers G.F.C. on 10th January 1937 was the the
club's last meeting. A couple of weeks later the Towers amalgamated with
the Naas G.A.A. club.
At the April County Board meeting, the Naas dispute took up a long
time. After an exhaustive examination of the case, the Board came to the
conclusion in view of the evidence tendered and the statements made by
both sides, that it would refuse to take any further action in the matter. The
dispute ended up in the Naas Circuit Court. Here is the full text of the Leinster Leader report on the affair:
At Naas Circuit Court on Wednesday before Judge Corrigan, when
the case, in which Jack Higgins, Christopher (Kit) McGlynn and
Edward Timmins, on their own behalf, and on behalf of the members
of Naas G.F.C. were plaintiffs, and Joseph McDonald, Naas, was
defendant, was called.
Mr. Art Connor B.L. (instructed by Messrs. O'Connor & Coonan,
solicitors), for plaintiffs announcing a settlement, said the action concerned a football field known as the Fr. Brennan Memorial Park, Naas,
purchased some years ago by Naas G.F.C. and converted into a
memorial for Fr. Brennan, who was very prominently associated with
the club during his lifetime. "At the time it was purchased", continued
Mr. O'Connor, "Mr. McDonald, the defendant, was then chairman of
the club, and the field was purchased in his name, and he was registered
as the owner on the folio. No declaration of trust appears upon the face
of the folio. Whether it is that people are happier when they have no
property, than when they acquire it, I don't know, but since the club
acquired this property, I suppose the members of it became anxious
about the ownership of the field being clearly shown, and some of the
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members were anxious when the name of Mr. McDonald appeared as
the sole owner on the folio, and there were different attempts made to
have proper declarations entered into and executed, or have a transfer
made to people who would be representative of the various points of
view in the club. For that reason this Civil Bill was brought, and it asks
for certain declarations and certain orders, but it will not be necessary
to go into that now because I am instructed that Mr. McDonald consents to transfer the land to the following people: Jack Higgins, Canal
View, Naas, Dr. M. Purcell, Naas, Edward Timmins, Naas,
Christopher McGlynn, Naas, Michael Conway M.R.C.V.S., Naas.
When they are entered we will have inhibition put on the folio to prevent dealings. The plaintiffs agreed to pay the sum of ten guineas for
defendant's costs."
Judge: "That is a very amicable settlement."
Mr. T. Teevin B.L. (instructed by Mr. P. Wilkinson, solicitor), for
defendant, said "the uneasiness spoken about as among the plaintiffs,
was as much shared by Mr. McDonald. Mr. McDonald wanted to
ensure that this field would be there for ever, for use for Gaelic games
and athletics in Naas, and as a memorial to Fr. Brennan."
Mr. O'Connor: "In fairness to the defendant, I wish to state that I
recognise that Mr. McDonald during his period as chairman of the
club, did more than one man's work to help to have the field acquired,
and helped to bring the club into a sound financial position. But you
will appreciate that in a club there are always different points of view,
and it is to satisfy these points of view that the order has been sought."
The settlement was made a rule of Court and the case adjourned,
generally with liberty to re-enter.
The financial arrangements were that Mr. J. McDonald should forfeit the
two half years land annuities, which he had already paid, amounting to
£7-15-0, and that the balance of his expenses should be paid by the Naas
G.F.C.
The senior footballers were defeated by Leixlip 2-4 to 1-5 in the first
round of the championship. Leixlip had to come through a preliminary
competition.
In the 1935 Leinster Leader Cup, Naas drew with Carbury. This was the
club's first appearance since their reorganisation. In the replay Naas won
by 2-5 to 1-3. Eddie Marum, Christy (Nuts) Higgins, Tom (Scotchy) Harrington and Keating were the stars in a surprise victory. In the quarter-final
of the 1935 Leinster Leader Cup, Naas drew with Sarsfields 0-8 to 1-5. The
replay was a tough encounter.
The Leinster Leader reported: "At times the tempers of the players were
liable to effervescence and the referee had a hard task to keep some of the
rebellious spirits under control." Sarsfields won the game by 1-1 to 0-2. In
the 1937 Leinster Leader Cup, Naas defeated Maynooth 2-2 to 1-3, Celbridge 3-5 to 0-4 and drew with Clane, which left them in the semi-final.
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However, Leixlip beat them by 1-7 to 2-3. The juniors, containing many of
the old Towers team, defeated Celbridge in the first round, but lost to Kilcock by 1-4 to I-I in the next round. The Naas scorers were T. Gibbons,
(1-0), D. Ryan (0-1).
Despite victories over Ballymore 0-8 to 1-1, Robertstown 3-5 to 1-6, and
Raheens 2-3 to 1-4 in the junior league, Caragh won the section.
Christy (Nuts) Higgins and T . Magee were members of the Kildare senior
football team; J. Quaile, T. Magee, T. (Scotchy) Harrington, E. Marum,
and J. Hughes were on the junior team.
There is no record of any hurling activity in the club, in 1937.
Carbury defeated Naas (St. Brigid's) in the 1937 camogie final by 8-2 to
1-0. Three Naas players, K. Lowe, S. Gorry and C. Hanlon, were on the
Kildare camogie team. The monthly meetings of the Naas G.A.A. Club
were held in the St. Brigid's camogie rooms.

1938
Street League
The secretary, Jack Higgins, in his annual report, referred to the dispute
that had existed in the club over the Fr. Brennan Memorial Park, as
follows: "As you are all aware, the present committee assumed office under
the most trying difficulties. These difficulties at first seemed insurmountable,
but thanks to the close co-operation, earnest endeavours and willing help
of all members, those obstacles have been overcome, and the future faced
with confidence."
On the financial side, the club was £160 in debt. This was £52 less than
the previous year. He criticised the various teams for their lack of commitment to training. He said: "We have a field and accommodation that any
club might be justly proud of, yet when practice is scheduled, there is just
a mere handful present." He praised the social committee and Eddie
Marum for their efforts in reducing the club debt.
The following officers and committee were elected: Patron, Very Rev.
Michael Norris P .P.; President, Mr. E. Timmins; Chairman, Mr. C.
McGlynn; Vice-Chairman, Mr. P. Brennan; Secretary, Mr. Jack Higgins;
Asst. Secretary, Mr. E. Marum; Captain, Mr. A. Fitzpatrick; Vice-Captain,
Mr. C. Higgins; Junior Captain, Mr. T. Farrell; Vice-Captain, Mr. M.
Gibbons. Committee: Messrs. George Higgins, P. Farrell, Ted Murphy, C.
Magee, Dan Ryan, A. Maguire.
On the initiative of Mr. Chris McGlynn, a testimonial fund was set up
for Jack Higgins, who had been in and out of hospital for over two years
following an injury received in the 1935 All-Ireland final.
In preparation for the championships, a street league was organised. The
players were divided into six teams: Millbrook Friars, Green Wanderers,
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Rathasker Slashers, J. A. Cunningham's Celts, Harbour Lights and Main
St. There was an admission charge of 3d.
The senior football team was defeated by Sarsfields 2-3 to 0-2. It was a
tough game during which the pitch was invaded and two players were sent
off. Naas was first to score when Deegan pointed, but Sarsfields gradually
got on top. Naas objected to Sarsfields on the grounds that the Sarsfields
team were late taking the field. The objection was withdrawn at a County
Board meeting. In the Leinster Leader Cup, Naas were defeated by Raheens
2-4 to 0-4, by Moorefield 1-4 to 1-0, by Kilcock and Sarsfields.
The junior football team defeated Two-Mile-House by 4-2 to 0-0 in the
first round of the championship, but were beaten in the second round. In
the first round of the league, Naas had a good victory over Straffan by 2-3
10 1-4. The referee reported that Naas had taken the field nine minutes late
and Straffan was awarded the match. Naas lost their remaining four games
to Rathcoffey, Caragh, Ardclough and Sallins.
In the minor football championship Naas defeated Sarsfields and
Raheens, but lost to the eventual winners, St. Patrick's (Kildare) by 2-11 to
0-3.
There was very little hurling in Naas in 1938. The senior hurlers either lost
or gave a walk-over to Kilcock in the first round.

1939
Eire's Own are formed
The year began with the continuation of the senior streets league. The
Leinster Leader of the lith February contained the following piece: "Naas
Streets League: The above Gaelic football competition, which was started
last year, will be resumed on Sunday next, February 12th, at the Father
Brennan Memorial Park, Naas, when the following matches will be played:
Green Wonders v. Rathasker Slashers, and Harbour Lights v. Millbrook
Friars.
"The first match, which starts at 3 o'clock sharp, should prove a thrilling
encounter, as the 'Slashers' will be out to avenge last season's defeat.
"Teams selected from: Green Wonders: Joe Hughes (captain), P. Gibbons, P. Hughes (2), T. Kelly, M. Goff, M. Gibbons, J. Doran, G. Higgins,
M. Hughes, J. Kelly, P. Buggie, M. Deegan, J . Maher, Byrne (2), L. Kelly,
J. Foley, R. O'Connor, M. Brophy, - Garvey.
"Rathasker Slashers - A. Fitzpatrick (captain), E. Marum, D. Ryan, C.
Kilduff, E. Dowling, Plant (3), A. Maguire, J. Gaffney, T. Kilcuff, F.
Mallon, P. Foley, W. Marum, W. Keogh, T. White, Higgins (2), Lee (2),
and 'Aga Khan' .
"The second match will be well worth seeing as Harbour Lights who have
yet to register a win, are confident of calling a halt to Millbrook Friars win115

ning sequence. This season the 'Lights' are a very strong combination, and
several well-known inter-county players will assist them on Sunday.
"Teams selected from: Harbour Lights: Kit Higgins (captain), T. Higgins, J. Norton, M. Keating, D. Breen, M. Gorry, P. Farrell, W. Burke,
M. Curtis, M. Higgins, A. Behan, Dignam (2), P. Burke, J. Walshe, S. Higgins, T. Gaffney, J. Higgins, T. Colfer, "Whack" Sheridan, M. Burke, J.
Mahoney and B. Noone.
"Millbrook Friars: T. Harrington (captain), "Whack" Farrell, Magee
(3), J. Quaile, T. Mooney, P. Connor, D. Mooney, M. O'Brien, Callaghan
(2), E. Purdon, S. Hayden, J. Brien, R. Hayden, E. Tyrrell, T. Maher, and
C. Sargent.
"The matches fixed for the 12th February were postponed due to the
death of Pope Pius XI."
It was ironic that the Naas G.A.A. club in its efforts to prepare its teams
for the various championships in 1938, should be instrumental in the formation of another team in the town, Eire's Own. The nucleus of this team were
members of the Cunningham's bakery team and the Cunningham Celts,
which played in the street league in 1938.
At the grading and transfers meeting four players were transferred to
Naas: Denis Breen from Sarsfields, James Berney from Athy, Christopher
Rowan from Athy and William Smullen from Raheens. Naas lost nine
players to the Cunningham's bakery based Eire's Own team. They were
Thomas Kelly, Thomas Gibbons, James Gibbons, Patrick Gibbons,
Michael Gibbons, William Hughes, Michael Hughes, John Daly and
Edward Murphy. All were former members of the Towers.
In a Leinster Leader article before the County Convention, a number of
clubs including Naas, were criticised for not looking after the schoolboys
and minors. The Leinster Leader wrote: "Naas, once a stronghold of football, has been in the wilderness for some years, owing to the neglect of the
minors and schoolboys."
Leixlip defeated Naas in the first round of the 1939 senior football championship. Naas were eliminated from the 1939 Leader Cup competition
after suffering defeats by Maynooth and Leixlip. The Naas junior footbaIlers, who had received a bye in the first round, had to play Caragh,
whose late entry was accepted by the County Board. Caragh were far too
strong for Naas and won by 8-7 to 2-4. The Leader criticised the Naas
players for their lack of practice as follows: "The town player, who requires
more practice than the rural dweller, scarcely ever enters the playing ground
till a few days before his team is playing, with the result that he stiffens himself instead of exercising himself."
The other Naas team, Eire's Own, defeated Two-Mile-House 1-1 to 0-3
in the junior football championship, and then provided the shock of the
championship with a decisive victory over the favourites Clane by 4-3 to
0-4. In the East final, Sarsfields had a well merited victory by 1-3 to 0-2 over
a disappointing Eire's Own team. Eire's Own scored their two points in the
first ten minutes, but as the rain came down their players found the going
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difficult. The Naas side would have suffered a far greater defeat were it not
for the sterling work of the McDonalds, Gibbons, P. Plant and 1. Daly.
The Kildare Minor Board was formed in 1939. They looked after the u-16
and minor football competitions as well as the minor county team. In 1973
it was replaced by Bord na nOg, who took charge of all u-16 competitions.
Naas man, Ger Grehan, contributed much to the success of the Minor
Board in the promotion of football amongst the youth of the county.
In the minor championship Naas received a walk over from Carbury.
In the Leinster Colleges junior football championship two important
championship matches were played in Naas on the same day. Naas defeated
Carlow C.B.S. 4-3 to 3-0. The Naas scorers were T. Fullam (2-0), A. Higgins (1-0), W. Choiseul (1-0), T. Hennessy (0-2), 1. Grehan (0-1). In the
second game Ballyfin defeated Cohiiste Muire 4-6 to 2-2 in the senior
hurling championship. Playing on the Cohiiste Muire team was Sean Og 0
Ceallachain who later became a well known Gaelic games reporter.
The Naas hurling club was reorganised, but their registration was
accepted only after a long discussion at a County Board meeting. The senior
hurlers were defeated by the Curragh and the juniors received a walk-over
from Athy. In fact the I.F.C. Eire's Own v. Sarsfields, the M.F.C. Naas
v. Carbury and the I.H.C. Naas v. Athy, were all fixed for the same day,
October 15th.
P. Ryan (Naas) played centre half-back on the Kildare junior hurling
team that defeated Laois 7-4 to 5-2 and lost to Wexford 5-8 to 2-4 in the
Leinster championship.
Both the Kildare county team and Naas were involved in disputes in 1939.
Kildare County Board passed a resolution (there were three dissenters) that
they withdraw from all Leinster championship competition and from any
involvement in the Leinster Council, after Meath had defeated them by 2-10
to 2-8 at Drogheda. Kildare objected to the Leinster Council that the match
winning goal was scored after the referee had blown his whistle for a free.
The reason for the withdrawal was that the referee's report, as far as the
Kildare players and officials were concerned, bore no relation to what happened on the day. Christy (Nuts) Higgins was not on the team that day. His
last game for the county was the previous Leinster championship game
against Offaly which Kildare won 2-11 to 1-1. Christy's first match for the
Kildare seniors was the first round Leinster championship game against
Louth on the 1st May 1932. Kildare, with Christy at left corner forward,
won by 4-5 to 0-7. Christy played 32 league or championship games for
Kildare.
The Naas dispute was with Parish Priest, Fr. P. Doyle. Fr. Doyle had
applied to the club to have the parochial carnival in the Fr. Brennan
Memorial Park. Eddie Marum and Ned Timmins went to see Fr. Doyle
about the matter. At the next meeting of the club it was decided to write
to Fr. Doyle inviting him to attend the following meeting to discuss the
matter. As a result of this Fr. Doyle sent the following letter to the club
secretary Eddie Marum:
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In reply to your letter inviting me to meet your committee re my
application for the use of the Father Brennan Memorial Park for the
purpose of a parish carnival, allow me to make a statement of the
whole position.
On Saturday night I made an application to your secretary, John
Higgins. On Sunday afternoon you and Edward Timmins called on me
to inform me that your committee offered the use of the park and your
services on condition that a quarter of the proceeds of the carnival were
handed over to you.
This offer I indignantly rejected, in the case of a park provided by
the exertions of the Catholic community in Naas, to the memory of a
deceased priest of the parish, and handed over to Naas G.A.A., an
organisation that from its foundation has distinguished itself by its
devotion to the Catholic Church and priests.
I pointed out it was the clear duty of all Catholics of Naas to cooperate, in so far as in them lay, with the object in view, the payment
of parochial debt and the costs of erection of a new school for the boys
of Naas. I further pointed out that no section of the community would
benefit more from the school than the members of the G.A.A. for
which reason I expected as a matter of course the use of the park and
your services without the exaction of a price.
Hence I made it painfully clear to you on Sunday that I was not a
purchaser, that I was not prepared to buy the use of the park and/or
your services at any price. In the meantime I acquired other grounds
for the carnival, after which you invite me to meet your committee re
the park.
This move is exactly what I anticipated. Your committee may think
it clever, but I think subsequent events will bring you disillusionment.
Even if I had not acquired other grounds, I would not have met your
•
committee as there were no points for discussion.
On personal grounds I could not but be painfully wounded by this
return for nearly twenty years service as a priest in Naas.
I now inform you that while I remain Parish Priest here no priest
with my consent will take any part in G.A.A. activies in Naas, as long
as one member of your present committee remains in office.

1940
Eire's Own in Junior Final
In the quarter-final of the senior football championship, Kilcock and
Naas drew 1-7 to 2-4. Although Naas gave a wonderful display, the match
was not without incident. With ten minutes remaining two opposing players
collided and a spectator then entered the pitch and struck a Naas player "a
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violent blow to the head". A general melee followed and after a short
suspension of play the game resumed. Great assistance was given by the
local Garda. The incident was discussed at the next County Board meeting
but no action was taken. Naas were leading by a point when T. Dalton, Kilcock sent over the equalising point from the wing. In the replay, Kilcock
defeated Naas by 0-9 to 1-3.
In the Leinster Leader Cup Naas defeated Sarsfields 0-3 to 0-2 and were
defeated by Maynooth 2-4 to 1-5. The last match in the North section was
against Leixlip. If Naas won, all three teams, Naas, Maynooth and Leixlip
would have an equal number of points. However Leixlip won, but in the
final against Carbury, Naas was defeated by one point.
The second round of the junior football championship was a local derby
between Naas and Eire's Own. Although there was keen rivalry between the
teams, the game was played in a very friendly manner. It was a case of point
for point in the first half and the teams were level at the interval. In the
second half, McDonald and Deegan dominated the middle of the field and
along with the three Gibbons brothers, Donohue and Kevin Kelly Eire's
Own began to assert their superiority and soon established a lead. Despite
the efforts of O'Hara, Cullen, BuggIe, Mahon and Mooney for Naas, Eire's
Own ran out easy winners 4-9 to 0-6. In the Northern area final, Eire's Own
got a walkover from Raheens juniors. The junior football championship
semi-final, between Eire's Own and Ardclough, ended in a draw 1-0 to 0-3.
The Eire's Own goal was scored by Kevin Daly just before half-time. Best
for Eire's Own were Gaffney in goals, James McDonald and Thomas
Delaney (backs), John McDonald and Keenan (midfielders) and Kevin Daly
and Jim Gibbons (forwards).
In the replay, which took place after the Kildare v. Kerry National Football League game at Naas, Ardclough defeated Eire's Own 1-6 to 0-2. Ardclough were strengthened by the inclusion of Molloy while Eire's Own team
included Deegan, a former member of the Naas seniors. Ardclough was
much too strong and accurate for their opponents on this occasion. Eire's
Own objected to Ardclough being awarded the game, as that team had
included a player from another county. Mr. T. Mahon, hon. secretary,
Eire's Own, withdrew the objection when the county secretary pointed out
that the objection did not comply with the rules. Neither the address on the
envelope or the signature to the objection was in Irish. Mr. Mahon
explained that it was a clerical error, and as it was not in order he wished
to withdraw the objection.
Naas had full points in the 1939 junior football league, until defeat at the
hands of Two-Mile-House by 2-7 to 1-0 knocked them out of the competition.
In a league match against Sarsfields, which Eire's Own won, an umpire
was struck by a spectator. The executive committee of the County Board
stated at the following meeting that they had decided to prosecute the
assailant, in order to show that they would not tolerate any such conduct
to any of their officials. Eire's Own interest in the league ended when they
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gave a walkover to Suncroft.
Maynooth defeated Naas by 8-2 to 1-2 in the first round of the 1939 senior
hurling championship. The junior hurlers gave Sallins a walkover in the first
round of the junior hurling championship.
In 1940 Naas C.B.S. entered the primary schools competition for the first
time. In their first match Kill defeated them by 1-6 to 1-4.
The Naas club was complimented on for providing chairs and a table for
the Press during the Leinster football championship game between Offaly
and Wicklow. One Press reporter commented: "rarely such facilities are
provided whatever the code." Offaly won the match 1-13 to 1-5.
That all-round Naas sportsman Joe McDonald hit the headlines again in
1940. His horse Werwolf sired Bogskar, the winner of the English Grand
National. National Night, the riderless horse that passed the winning post
two lengths ahead of Bogskar, was also sired by Werwolf. National Night
unseated his rider Hywel Jones at Valentine's, second time round. Hywel
Jones was a brother of Bogskar's rider Mervyn Jones. Werwolf was the
champion sire in Britain and Ireland in 1940. He was managed by Mr.
James C. Kane, Kilmalum, Blessington.

1941
Eire's Own amalgamate with Naas G.A.A.
At the County Convention, Mr. E. Marum and Mr. G. Higgins, moved,
in order to improve the standard of football, that only one club be allowed
in any town in the county. They pointed out, that as a result of the formation of two clubs in Naas, the original Naas club had been greatly
weakened. They said the same applied all over the county. Mr. T. Mahon
(hon. secretary, Eire's Own, Naas) said that the lack of football in Naas was
certainly not due to the formation of the Eire's Own club. He pointed out
that Tralee, the greatest stronghold of Gaelic football, had three clubs. The
county secretary said they could not refuse the affiliation of a new club. The
motion was then withdrawn.
Naas, with only thirteen players for the first half, were easily defeated by
Sarsfields 4-9 to 1-4 in the first round of the senior football championship.
It was a tame exit for Naas, who ten years earlier had been on the crest of
a wave. In 1930 they had won the Leinster Leader Cup outright and had
also won the 1931 and 1932 senior county championships. The internal
wrangling within the club was taking its toll and its a wonder that the club
did not go out of existence during this period.
Eire's Own, along with some other top junior teams, were promoted by
the County Board into the 1941 Leinster Leader Cup competition. It was
a sad experience for Eire's Own as they got several hidings and found it
difficult on occasions to field full teams.
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Back row: Josie Curtis, Liam Burke, Peter Foley, Peter Little, Timmy Gleeson, Mick Burke, John Hayden, Christy Glennon.
Middle row: Tommy Hickey, Gus Fitzpatrick, Kieran O'Malley, John Loughran, Liam Spring, John McGeer, Ben O'Sullivan.
Front row: Jim Higgins, Junior Higgins.

THREE GENERATIONS OF THE CURTIS FAMILY

SFC NAAS v KILCOCK 1957 (Kilcock 0-6, Naas 0 -5)
Naas players (hoops) left to right: Cormac McGarr, Seamie Curran (halfhidden) , Mick Burke (2), Ken Smith, Jim Higgins (between two Kilcock
players). Tom Lynch .

NAAS - COUNTY JUNIOR HURLING CHAMPIONS 1972
Back row: John Stapleton, Liam McDermott, Niall Bracken, John Kinnane ,
Padraig McManus, Sean Brennan, Murt Phelan , Bertie O'Sull ivan , Malachy
Vallely, Sean O'Mahoney, L. Fitzpatrick , P. J. McGlinchey, Ale x Burke
(manager).
Front row: M . Nolan, J. Leonard, S. Stokes , P. Bracken, M . Bracken , J . Murray,
S. Cleere, M. Brophy, Con Egan.

VICTORIOUS HURLING CAPTAINS 1971
P. J . McGlinchey (U.16), John O'Rourke (U . 12L Jack Hogan (U . 14L
Tommy Butler (U.15).

Naas had a good run in the 1940 Leinster Leader Cup, but a loss to Leixlip by 1-1 to 1-4 put them out of the competition.
Naas lost their first two matches in the 1941 Leinster Leader Cup and any
further interest in the competition was purely academic. The league tables
which appeared in the Leinster Leader of 2nd August 1941, showed the
hopeless position of both Naas and Eire's Own.
In the junior football championship, Eire's Own defeated Sarsfields by
one point 1-4 to 1-3. The Eire's Own defence took all the credits in this
game which finished with Sarsfields bombarding the Eire's Own posts. Outstanding for Eire's Own were the McDonalds, Kelly, Donohue and Behan.
Eadestown defeated Naas in the first round and then Clane by 2-8 to 2-2.
Eadestown were far too good for Eire's Own, winning 1-9 to 0-3. The Eire's
Own full back, Delaney, was outstanding and saved his team from a heavier
defeat.
Neither Naas nor Eire's Own competed in the junior league.
Naas hurlers defeated Moorefield in the first round and received a
walkover from Sallins in the second round. In the semi-final at Ardclough,
Rathcoffey defeated Naas by 3-1 to 0-0. Naas were best served by C.
O'Dwyer, Kissane, Hayden and Farrell.
In November attempts were made to put the club on a firm footing. The
annual general meeting was arranged. Prior to the a.g.m. the Leader
appealed for a large attendance. The Leader wrote: "All who wish to help
whether in an active or passive manner should be in attendance at that time
and there should be no fear that constructive criticism will be resented.
Some years ago when the club was functioning in an excellent manner virile
criticism was the order of the day and it had a salutary effect on those in
charge. Constructive criticism is good but destructive criticism is useless.
Whatever is said on Sunday should be for the betterment of the club.
Recriminations are useless and by-gones should be left in the oblivion. We
are sure to learn from our past failures, but too much reference to our
failures and faults leads nowhere. We hope to see a full attendance at the
meeting and we hope to see what is better, a virile committee formed to steer
the club through the shoals that must be crossed during the coming season
which will be fraught with many difficulties. With such a splendid pitch one of the finest in the province, the executive committee should make every
effort to build up a strong virile club of youth, whose enthusiasm will
resuscitate the club, which bore such a great name in the past, and from
whose players the All Whites drew some of their most brilliant players,
players whose names will be remembered as long as the white jersey is the
emblem of the Short Grass County."
At the annual general meeting there was a large attendance of members
of the Naas club, and an even greater number of the old Towers team and
of Eire's Own club, by now defunct. The proceedings were most harmonious . Former Kildare star Gus Fitzpatrick was elected chairman and the
former Towers secretary Mr. Nicholas Murphy U .D.C. was elected secretary.
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The Leinster junior football and hurling championship matches between
Dublin and Kildare were transferred from Naas to Croke Park due to foot
and mouth disease in the north Kildare area.
The County Kildare Golf Club held a carnival in the Fr. Brennan Park
thereby earning the club £20 by way of rent. An interesting development in
the town in 1941 was the formation of the first Naas troop of the Catholic
Boy Scouts on 12th July. Of note also in that year was the publication of
a book From God to God - an outline of life, the author of which was Fr.
Stephen Browne S.J., son of Naas G.A.A. founder member, Stephen J.
Browne.
At the Co. Kildare athletics championships in Fr. Brennan Park, the
renowned cyclist and world record holder, Alo Donegan, won the five mile
cycle race. Alo, at the time domiciled in Portarlington, was born in Kildare.
In the 1980s, two of his sons, Alo and Ambrose, set up businesses in Naas.
Naas C.B.S. re-entered the Leinster Colleges football championship after
a lapse of some years and defeated Carlow C.B.S. in the first round.
In 1941 parties outside the G.A.A. were organising inter-pub games for
money. The County Board warned that if any members of affiliated clubs
took part in these matches, they would automatically suspend themselves.

1942
Good performance by minor footballers
In the first round of the senior football championship, Naas defeated
Sarsfields by 2-7 to 3-2, after a replay. In the drawn game the score was
Naas 4-2, Sarsfields 2-8. The Naas forwards had the measure of the
Sarsfields defence and were 1-1 up in a few minutes. The Leader reporter
said: "The style of football of Naas was heartening to see. Clean and
robust, it reminded us of the times when Naas was at the top of its form."
Carbury defeated Naas in the quarter finals by 0-9 to 1-4. The game was
fast and robust and the teams matched point for point in the first half. Halfway through the second half, Carbury got on top and with five minutes to
go, led by five points. Naas pressed very hard and with four minutes left,
Naas scored a goal, and there was only two points in it. Naas attacked
furiously and with a minute to go a stinging shot struck the upright, a foot
below the cross bar, and rebounded into the field where it was cleared
upfield by a Carbury defender. Best for Naas were Berney, John Gibbons,
Christy Higgins and E. Marum, O'Hara and T. "Scotchy" Harrington.
In the Leinster Leader Cup Naas drew with Leixlip 3-5 to 4-2. This was
the first game Naas seniors played since the reorganisation of the club. Their
interest in the competition ended with defeats by Maynooth 3-4 to 1-4, Ardclough by 2-5 to 2-4 and Clane by 2-10 to 4-3.
In the junior football championship Naas were defeated in the first round
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and their interest in the league ended when Raheens beat them by 0-8 to 0-5.
Naas minors progressed well in the 1941 championship. Their first match
against Eadestown was a draw Naas 1-0, Eadestown 0-3. In the replay Naas
won by a point 2-2 to 2-1. Next they accounted for Ardclough 4-7 to 2-5.
The report mentions G. Grehan, R. Higgins, T. Fullam, P. Meade (goalie)
and W. Choiseul as best players for Naas.
In the semi-final Naas defeated Raheens 4-4 to 1-3. But the County Board
ordered the match to be replayed and Raheens won by 4-2 to 0-5. No reason
could be found for the replay.
In the 1942 minor championship Naas defeated Ballymore but Eadestown
beat them in the second round by 2-6 to 0-7.
Naas defeated Rathcoffey 2-1 to 1-0 in the 1942 junior hurling championship, Naas playing against a strong wind were leading by 1-0 to nil at half
time. Despite severe pressure from Rathcoffey, Naas held on to win by four
points. The team was trained by Fr. Phelan who, the Leader reporter said,
had got together a nice set of young, enthusiastic players. In the semi-final
Naas defeated Broadford by 5-3 to 1-0.
After a lapse of some years a camogie team was formed in Naas. The
officers were Chairman, Miss C. Whelan; Secretary, Miss . L. Grehan;
Treasurer, Miss M. Gorry. In two challenge matches Naas were the victors,
beating Newbridge 4-1 to 1-0 and Sallins 2-0 to 0-1. Star players for Naas
were the Gorry sisters and Misses Fullam, Kissane, Grehan, Hanlon and
Patterson.
In 1942 Joe McDonald's famour sire Werwolf died at the Kilmalum Stud
in Blessington. Some of the most brilliant 'chasers of the time were sired
by Werwolf, including Airgead Sios, winner of the Champion Chase and
the Beecher's Chase twice at Liverpool; Free Fare, winner of the Manchester November Handicap and Champion Hurdle at Cheltenham;
Bogskar, winner of the 1940 English Grand National; Timber Wolf, winner
of the Welsh Grand National and Lancashire Chase, and numerous other
winners. He was champion sire in Britain and Ireland in 1940 and placed
third in 1938 and 1939.
Naas C.RS. reached the final of the Leinster Colleges special competition.
Matthew Gorry, who had won a senior football championship medal in
1932 and also a civilian hurling league medal 1934, died from pleurisy at
29 years of age.
Dick O'Hara, Naas scored a point for Kildare as they were defeated by
Offaly 1-6 to 0-7.

1943
Junior hurling title

The following is the Leinster Leader report of the 1942 junior hurling
final. "This match, the final of last year's junior hurling championship, was
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well contested but the inclement weather was against good hurling, the sod
being too slippery and sodden. Naas were masters of hurling technique and
kept up the pressure on their opponents. Some of the Athy players showed
great dash and style, and looked at times as if they would overwhelm their
attackers. Brennan and McEvoy, Feeney, Purcell and O'Shaughnessy for
Athy were prominent. For Naas, Kissane, Fullam, Walsh, Gorman and
Kenerick deserve mention."
This was the club's first hurling championship title although they had
won a civilian league title in 1934.
Fr. C. Phelan, who organised the victory celebrations at the "Nas na Ri
Hotel" congratulated the team and added: "The victory of Naas in the final
of the Co. Kildare junior hurling championship was an outstanding achievement. The victory was gained notwithstanding transport difficulties, bad
weather and other discouragements. That they had overcome all these
obstacles and won out indicated the splendid mettle of which the Naas
hurlers were made. In this regard he wished to pay tribute to Mr. Joseph
McDonald, the trainer of the team, who had his men as physically fit and
keen as it was possible to have them." Fr. Phelan went on to appeal for support for Irish games: "They must maintain the glorious traditions of the
past, especially in the present critical times, when there were so many other
attractions and dangers to their Irish manhood. A sound mind in a sound
body was the maxim to live up to, and the good old game of hurling was
a game that proved Irish virility and stamina. It developed all these
characteristics of mind and body so necessary to a healthy existence. He
trusted that now that the Naas hurlers has tasted the fruits of victory that
they would keep the game going strong in the town and extend it in every
possible way."
The club secretary, Mr. Paddy Murphy, said that Fr. Phelan had really
made the Naas hurling club. He thanked trainer Mr. Joe McDonald and
also Messrs. Kennedy, McCormack and McDermott, who allowed their
assistants off to train for the final.
In the 1943 senior hurling championship, Naas was defeated by
Moorefield 5-3 to 3-5. Naas led with ten minutes to go but a strong finish
from Moorefield saw them through to victory.
Naas beat Leixlip in the first round of the junior hurling championship.
In the junior hurling league, Naas were grouped with Broadford, Clane
and Leixlip. In the one and only league game in 1943 Clane defeated Naas
by 6-1 to 3-2. There is no account as to how the competition finished.
The senior footballers drew with Sarsfields 2-4 to 1-7 in the first round
of the championship but lost the replay by 1-5 to 0-6. The match report
criticised the Naas players for not giving the ball more often to Naas star
forward Eddie Marum. Naas made their exit from the Leinster Leader Cup
when Sarsfields defeated them 5-7 to 0-4.
The junior football campaign started with a 4-3 to 2-3 win over Celbridge. A two goal burst in the last quarter won the game for Naas. Leixlip
were the next victims as Naas won 5-7 to 2-1. The Naas stars were Fullam,
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Keogh, Harris, Higgins and Gibbons. In the next round Naas beat Rathcoffey 1-3 to 0-5. An objection ensued which resulted in a replay. The replay
ended in a draw 1-1 each. The second replay ended in a win for Rathcoffey.
Naas defeated Raheens in the junior football league by 1-2 to 0-3 in a game
which W. Keogh (Naas) was outstanding in goal. However they were not
strong enough to win their section. No information is recorded regarding
the minor team's performance in 1943.
The county minor team which was trained by Mr. Joseph McDonald, was
defeated in the Leinster final by Louth. T. Fullam and Jim Grehan (Naas)
were members of the team.
In the primary schools competition Naas beat Newbridge to win the
urban league final. In the final they met rural winners, Caragh. The final
ended in controversy, when one team claimed that the other team was late,
and claimed a walkover. The referee abandoned the game.
The camogie team had a very successful year in 1943. In the new county
league they defeated Sallins 2-1 to 1-0. In the county championship Naas
defeated Carbury 4-2 to 1-1 and followed this in the final with a victory over
Sallins 4-3 to 1-2, thus gaining their first camogie title. The Naas stars that
day were the Misses Gorry, Brennan, Gibson, Kissane, Grehan and Patterson. The three Gorry sisters, Majorie (half-back), Joan (midfield), and
Stella (half-forward), along with Molly Kissane (midfield) and Maura Brennan (half-back) were members of the Kildare camogie team defeated by
Dublin 11-2 to 1-0 in the Leinster final.
While 1943 was an historic year for the Naas camogie club, in September
of that year another historic event took place. The land and buildings at
Tully, Kildare, inclusive of the Japanese gardens, were handed over to the
Irish Government by the British. Lord Wavetree, who had devised the
gardens, sold the stud and garden to the British Government in 1915. The
gardens were made by Japanese gardeners between 1906 and 1910.
Prior to the club's annual general meeting in December 1943, the Leader
urged more people to attend the meeting and also urged the club officials
to think of more than just the senior team. It said: "To change an old saying to suit the purpose one would suggest to the officials to take care of the
juniors and minors and the seniors will take care of themselves."

1944
New Secretary

At the club's annual general meeting the chairman, Mr. Jack Higgins,
expressed thanks for the work being done for the promotion of Gaelic
games by the Christian Brothers of Naas and expressed the thanks of the
club to Bro. Fennell. The following officers were elected: President, Rev.
Bro. Fennell; Chairman, Jack Higgins; Vice-Chairman, C. McGlynn;
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Treasurer, T. J. Marum; Hon. Secretary, G. M. Grehan; Captain seniors,
E. Marum; Captain juniors, T. Grehan. The chairman, Jack Higgins, was
Kildare's representative at the Leinster Council, and was also a county
senior selector.
The former secretary, Mr. Nicholas Murphy, V.D.C., reported that a
valuable set of medals had been presented to the club, and it was decided
that a streets league be run and the medals presented to the winners. A
general practice, for the purpose of picking teams, was arranged for the
following Sunday.
The Leader commented on the meeting: "A very energetic and
enthusiastic secretary (Ger Grehan) has been appointed for the coming
season and unless he gets every help and encouragement from all he cannot
be expected to keep that enthusiasm up. More secretaries have been
discouraged through the indifference of the members than through hard
work or the failure of teams to secure victory."
In a rough encounter Raheens started well and finished well to defeat
Naas 1-10 to 1-3 in the first round of the senior football championship. The
game was well contested throughout with county man Dick O'Hara outstanding for Naas and being ably assisted by C. Higgins, E. Marum and
McDonald.
In the 1943 Leinster Leader Cup Naas drew with Ardclough 1-2 to 0-5
and lost to Clane 4-5 to 2-5. The eventual winner of the cup was Raheens
after a replay with Carbury.
Two-Mile-House was not experienced enough for Naas in the first round
of the junior football championship which Naas won easily 5-1 to 0-7. A
faster and more accurate Ballymore team ended Naas' chances of junior
honours with a 3-5 to 2-2 win. The most prominent players on the Naas
team were T. Fullam, W. Hughes, J. Grehan and J. Maher.
The Naas minor team was easily defeated by Ballymore in the first round
of the minor football championship 4-5 to 0-1.
On the hurling scene, the presentation of the 1942 junior hurling championship medals took place at a ceili in the Town Hall. The senior hurling
team lost to the turf camp team Eoghan Ruaidh 6-3 to 2-0 in the first round
of the senior championship. In the junior hurling championship Naas
defeated Broadford and got a walkover from Clane, thus qualifying for the
final of the championship against S1. Patrick's (Kildare).
The final was reported in the Leinster Leader as follows: "We often
lament the decline of hurling in Co. Kildare and to many the mention of
a hurling match is taken with a shrug, and as part of a good joke. Those
who patronised the junior hurling final at Newbridge on Sunday last came
away more than pleased at the splendid game they witnessed and were loud
in their praise of both teams. Not for a good many years have spectators
been treated to such a splendid display as that given by the Naas and Kildare
teams. From the moment the game began until the final whistle, there was
not one moment of relaxation by either team all through the hour. The play
was above normal and at times it bordered on the spectacular.
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"Kildare (St. Patrick's) were away first and soon they were battling
fiercely with the Naas backs. The Kildare men were too much inclined to
raise the ball and this led to several unfruitful attacks. Finding their feet,
the Naas men got going and with keen determination, goals came at
monotonous intervals without any response from their opponents. It looked
as if Kildare could not adopt their plans to the prevailing bad weather and
when Naas got a lead of three goals to nil most of those present were
prepared for a Naas victory. Turning over in the second half Kildare for a
time failed to improve and Naas fought hard for a further goal. After ten
minutes had gone Kildare secured a goal to be followed by three points and
in a whirlwind attack levelled the scores. Kildare now took up the running
and forged ahead with a goal and narrowly missed a further point. Nothing
daunted Naas who attacked and were rewarded with a goal to level the
scores again. Time was now up and all looked forward to a further meeting
of these teams which would have been a fitting end, when Kildare, from far
out, secured a point that gave them the match. Final score St. Patrick's
(Kildare) 3-4, Naas 4-0."
This was a great achievement for the Naas hurling club and particularly
for Fr. Phelan who had done so much to promote hurling in the town in
the early forties. An interesting notice appeared in the Leinster Leader
before the final under the heading Naas G.F. and H.C.: "All members of
the Naas hurling team are requested to be at the Town Hall on Sunday
December 17th at 2 p.m. sharp, with boot, togs, hurleys and a bicycle to
travel to Newbridge for the junior hurling final."
The Naas camogie team won their way through to the President's Cup
final with victories over Carbury 7-5 to nil and Ballytore 8-3 to 1-3. In the
final they lost to Sallins 3-1 to 1-2. In the 1944 semi-final Naas was defeated
by the eventual winners Marian Arts (Ballytore). Molly Kissane was the
only Naas representative on the county team defeated by Dublin in the first
round of the Leinster championship.
At the Nas na Ri Aeridheacht the Naas camogie team defeated Dublin
Celtic 3-4 to 3-3 and the Naas hurlers were beaten by Hollywood 4-3 to 3-2.
Dick O'Hara's last game for the county was as centre forward in the
drawn game against Carlow in the Leinster championship, Dick had played
fourteen times for Kildare.

1945
Good performance by hurlers
The Leinster Leader in its summary on G.A.A. happenings in 1944,
singled out the Naas junior hurling team for special mention. "The hurling
team have carried themselves with glory, for in their defeat by St. Patrick's
3-4 to 4-0 in the junior hurling final, their display was the best seen in the
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county since the inception of the Association here. Considering the facilities
available to the members with such a splendid practice ground and pavilion,
there is no reason why there should be such a delay in resurgence in this
former stronghold."
In preparation for the senior hurling championship game v. Eoghan
Ruadh, Naas lost to Hollywood 5-5 to 5-4. The Leader wrote: "All who
travelled were non-residents. What a pity the local boys will not take on that
grand old game. The material is here if only they would sacrifice a little time
from cinemas, toss banks, etc. and join in with the 'whistlers' and enjoy an
outing now and then in Hollywood or any other venue."
Eoghan Ruadh defeated Naas in the first round of the senior hurling
championship and went on to defeat an army team in the final.
In January 1945, Fr. C. Phelan produced a four page document titled
Hurling Songs [see Addendum] and gave to each member of Naas Hurling
Club with his own signature on it.
In the first round of the senior football championship, Moorefield had an
easy win over Naas. The report of the match contained some words of
advice for the Naas officials. It stated: "Unless Naas concentrated on the
youths of the town and try and build up from them the future of football
looks black indeed. After a player has given years of service to his club, he
cannot be expected to retain his vigour and speed and it is better for him
to retire and allow youthful enthusiasts a chance. There must be ample
youthful material in Naas town to field a strong junior team. An effort in
this direction should be made, otherwise the game will die out altogether."
Naas ended up pointless in their section of the Leinster Leader Cup competition. They suffered defeats at the hands of Clane, Moorefield, Kilcullen
and Raheens.
In the junior football championship, a fancied Naas side containing the
Grehan brothers (Ger and Jim), P. Hubbert, T. Gibbons and W.
Donoghue, were easily defeated by Eoghan Ruadh 4-7 to 1-3. The minor
footballers defeated Ballymore 3-5 to 2-3 in the 1944 championship. The
Naas stars were Sheridan, Carroll, Murray, Ward and Hogan. In the second
round Sarsfields defeated Naas 2-3 to 1-1.
At the club a.g.m. the club president, Bro. Fennell stressed the necessity
of practice and co-operation and offered a set of medals for a streets league
in order to arouse enthusiasm and find latent talent. The officers elected
were: President, Rev. Bro. Fennell; Vice-President, E. Timmins; Chairman,
J. Higgins; Vice-Chairman, C. McGlynn; Secretary, G. Grehan; Treasurer,
E. Marum.
The camogie team defeated Newbridge 1-1 to 0-1, but were easily beaten
by Broadford 8-5 to nil. Molly Kissane, Naas, was a half forward on the
Kildare camogie team.
At Naas, Kildare defeated Dublin 1-9 to 1-8 in a game in aid of the Bro.
Rice fund. The object of the fund was the building of a suitable novitiate
that would perpetuate the name of Rev . Bro. Ignatius Rice, founder of the
Irish Christian Brothers.
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MMITTEE AT OPENING OF CENTRE 1
Back row: Mrs. A. Fitzpatrick, May Goulding, Nellie Higgins, Kitty Cahill, Dr. Lennon, Bishop of Kidlare and Leighlin, Rose
O'Rourke (Chairperson). Nan McManus, Mrs. J. Higgins, Ann McManus, Mrs. P. Kenneally, Maisie Mahon .
. Front row: Kathleen Doyle, Sheila Smyth, Mrs. K. Higgins,. Kathleen McPoland, Mrs. Curran, Maureen Vallely.

Pictured in front of Naas club's new social centre: Patsy Broe , Barney
McPoland (Chairman) and Mick Enright (Treasurer) .

HURLING TEAM MANAGERS 1971
Padraig McManus and Pat Fitzgerald

NAAS - WINNERS OF DISTRICT LEAGUE 1969-70
Back row : P. J . Roh an, B. Smyth, M. Higgins, D. Lehane, S. Curran , B. Griffin,
J. Harrington, P. Coughlan , B. Dowling , M . Curtis , M. Bracken , C. Behan ,
J. Cronin.
Front row : D. Hogan, M. Nolan, L. Kavanagh, K. Lavelle, C. Burke, P. Bracken ,
J. Bracken , P. Waldron , M . White , J . O'Neill.

NAAS COTTON MILLS TEAM
Back row : Billy Kelly, Josie Curtis, Sean Breen, Pat (Black) Coyle, Ken Lattimer,
Joe Cronin , Joe Kealy.
Front row : Cormac McGarr, Sean McGlynn, John Rafferty, Peter Plant, Mick
Curtis , Bernard Wheeler, Paddy Delaney, Pat (Red) Coyle.

Back row: D. Whelan, G. O'Connor, M. Murray, G. Coady, B. Delmer,
W. Callaghan, P. White, Declan McGovern (manager), T. Delmer, A.
Kavanagh, E. Lenehan.
Front row: B. O'Reilly, J . Lenehan, D. O'Dwyer, J. Treacy, S. Leavy, R. Griffin,
L. Dunne.

Eddie Marum, Secretary Naas
G.A .A. (1939-42, 1952-59).

Paddy Ryan , Chairman
G.A.A. (1987) .

Naas

Mr. Ger Grehan (Naas), secretary of the newly formed Minor Board,
reported a successful year's working. He regretted that only twenty out of
forty-four clubs had minor teams in 1944.
Naas C.B.S. were pipped by Kildare in the primary schools (urban) championship. The Naas team was trained by Bro. Fennell and Mr. P. Finnegan.
In the Leinster Colleges senior football championship, O'Connell School
C.B.S. beat Naas C.B.S. The stars for Naas C.B.S. were J. Murphy, E.
Tighe, M. O'Donnell, N. Headon.

1946
Pavilion sold
At the a .g.m. it was unanimously agreed to seek regrading from senior
to intermediate. It was twenty-six years since Naas had become senior and
fourteen years since they last won the senior championship. The financial
report showed the club to be £186-15-7 in debt. This represented a decrease
of £7-15-0 on the previous year. The membership fees for the year
amounted to £2-8-0, while the travelling expenses for teams amounted to
£17. The secretary Mr. Ger Grehan, and the vice-chairman Mr. C. McGlynn
appealed to all members to pay their subscriptions promptly.
The chairman Mr Jack Higgins welcomed Rev. Bro. Ryan to Naas and
paid great tribute to the work done by Bro . Fennell and the Christian
Brothers for the youth of the town.
The following officers were elected: President, Rev. Bro. Ryan; VicePresident, E. Timmins; Chairman, J. Higgins; Vice-Chairman, C.
McGlynn; Secretary and Treasurer, G. M. Grehan. Committee: E . Marum,
V. B. Smith, T. Gibbons, D. Coakley, P. Murphy (representing the hurling
section). Co. Board Delegate: G. M. Grehan.
The grazing rights at Fr. Brennan Memorial Park was let to Mr. E. Timmins for £34-10-0 for the year.
Football was at a low ebb in Naas in 1946. The committee found it very
difficult to get players down to the park for practice. This prompted Mr.
E. Timmins to suggest, at a club meeting in March, that Mr. O'Connell
should be approached with a view to purchasing his field at Oldtown, provided that the Fr. Brennan Park could be disposed of. It was decided that
the secretary should approach Mr. O'Connell, and that Mr. E. Timmins
should see Mr. Conway, secretary, Naas Race Course, to see if they would
be willing to purchase the park. After some investigation, it was decided to
drop the matter. The committee instead agreed to draw up plans for the
development of the Fr. Brennan Park.
The pavilion in the park, which had served the club well since it was
erected in 1933, was sold for £80. It had been used as a dance hall and dressing room during that period. Jack Higgins had trained in it on his own, by
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candlelight, for several Railway Cup finals. The story goes that one night
Jack had put the candle on the window ledge and was running around the
pavilion when somebody passing decided to have a look in. As Jack
approached the window, a white face, with what appeared to be a halo
around it, suddenly appeared. Jack admitted afterwards that it frightened
the living daylights out of him!
Naas were regraded from senior to intermediate in 1946. This was the
Naas team's first year in intermediate football, but it will not be remembered with any great pride as they conceded a walkover to Kilcock in the
first round of the championship and performed poorly in the intermediate
league.
In the first round of the junior football championship Naas defeated
Clane in a replay by 5-5 to 0-1. Clane's only score came in the last few
minutes. Best for Naas that day were E. Marum, D. O'Hara, G. Grehan
and the Murphy brothers. The Gus Fitzpatrick trained Naas team then
defeated Raheens by 2-2 to 2-0 and qualified to meet Ballymore in the area
final.
The area final was a tough, hard encounter played on a soft greasy pitch.
After fifteen minutes a Naas player was put off for striking an opponent.
At half-time Ballymore led by 0-4 to 0-0. A strong second half performance
by Naas secured them 2-1 without reply. As the game entered thed final
minutes there was tremendous excitement. The Leinster Leader wrote:
"Thrice Ballymore brought the ball within the danger zone, but the Naas
backs were leaving nothing to chance and the long kicks upfield where G.
Grehan was securing and feeding the forwards were very disconcerting to
the Ballymore supporters. When the hour had very nearly run its course,
Ballymore in a supreme effort, bundled the ball, culbaire and the defence
into the goal to score the leveller." The final score was Naas 2-1, Ballymore
1-4. In the replay Ballymore led by 3 points to nil at half-time. The game
never restarted because the rain came down in torrents and converted the
Kill pitch into a lake. In the second replay, played on 5th May 1947, Naas
defeated Ballymore by 2-5 to 0-2. The Leader reported: "In the second half,
Naas, by their closer co-operation and superior catching of the ball, gradually widened the gap between the teams. The goals which Naas scored gave
them confidence and was the deciding factor in their success. Tom (Scotchy)
Harrington, Eddie Marum and D. O'Hara were best for Naas."
The county semi-final between Naas and Straffan was a closely contested
affair. Straffan played with the wind in the first half and led by eight points
at half-time. In the second half Naas had most of the play and reduced the
lead to one point, but missed a penalty which proved costly. Naas attacked
constantly in the last ten minutes but to no avail as Straffan held on by a
point 2-3 to 0-8.
I n the 1946 junior football league, Naas defeated Kill 3-3 to 0-0. They
also defeated Ardclough, Straffan and Eadestown. The area final between
Naas and Ballymore was a robust encounter. Naas held the upper hand
throughout, but with two minutes to go the ball burst and as there was not
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a second one available, the referee had to abandon the match. The half-time
score that day was Naas 1-4, Ballymore 0-2. The replay was also very close.
Ballymore led by 1-3 to 0-0 at half time. The turning point came in the
second half when M . Murray (Naas) scored two quick goals. The final score
was Naas 2-3, Ballymore 1-3. The Naas stars that day were P. McCormack,
T. Murray, M. Murray, P. Falkiner and P. Lawler.
As in the championship, Naas made their exit in the semi-final stage.
Naas, playing with the wind, led Maynooth by three points at the interval.
Two Maynooth goals in the second half, one from a penalty, the other with
fifteen minutes to go, sounded the death knell for Naas. Maynooth won by
2-1 to 0-5.
Newbridge defeated Naas 3-6 to 0-2 in the Kildare Schools Cup. McCabe,
Kelly and Lawler starred for Naas .
At the a.g.m. of the hurling section, the secretary Mr. P. Murphy,
extended a hearty Cead Mile Failte to the boys in green uniform from the
local army barracks. He urged all the members to equip themselves with
their own hurleys and to devote more time to practice. He thanked Fr.
Phelan for his generosity and for the kind interest he had taken in the club.
He conveyed the best wishes of their former captain, Maurice Kissane, who
was on the road to recovery. The following officers and committee were
elected: Chairman, Rev. Fr. Phelan C.c.; Vice-Chairman, Sergeant Major
Cullinane; Hon. Secretary and Treasurer, Paddy Murphy. Committee: S.
Feeney, 1. Mannion, Cpl. C. McDermott, Guard E. Kennedy, B. Smith, D.
McCarthy, C. O'Dwyer, P. Hanrahan, D. Coakley; Captain senior hurling:
P. Hanrahan.
The hurlers defeated Construction Corps Naas by 4-1 to 2-4 in a challenge
match. One of the Construction Corps' best players, McDermott, was later
to play for the Naas hurlers with distinction.
In the mid-forties the senior hurling championship was divided into tWt\
sections, the home teams and the immigrant teams.
There were eight teams in the senior hurling championship. Naas
defeated Broadford in the first round 4-9 to 3-1. The difference between the
two teams was the excellent ground hurling of the Naas men, particularly
by their forwards. W. Madden, Walsh, Kennedy and Kelly were best for
Naas. In the semi-final, Naas had an easy win over Maynooth by 4-6 to 1-5.
The game was very tough and a player was sent to the line. The Naas side
settled better and ran up a big score in the first half. Maynooth forced the
pace in the second half but they had too much to make up.
The 1946 senior hurling final, which was played on 2nd May 1948,
resulted in a win for Killinthomas by 8-6 to 3-3 . A spate of goals for Killinthomas in the first half gave Naas no chance of victory. Naas man Butler
was the best man on the field. The Offaly based Killinthomas was the best
of the turf camp teams.
Only three teams entered the 1946 junior hurling championship. Naas
defeated St. Finbars, the Corduff camp team, by 5-1 to 1-2 in the semi-final.
In the final Naas received a walkover from Clane.
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The hurlers organised a ceili and old-time in the Town Hall. A special
feature was the new amplifier procured by the club.

1947
First Indoor Carnival
The officers of the club in 1947 were: President, Rev. Bro. Ryan; VicePresidents, D. Coakley and Gus Fitzpatrick; Chairman, J. Higgins; ViceChairman, C. McGlynn; Secretary/ Treasurer, G. M. Grehan; Captain, E.
Marum. Committee: B. Smith, Michael Higgins, P. Leonard, Ger Durney,
P . Murphy; Co. Board Rep., B. Smith.
The president stressed the need to encourage the minors. He said that
every player should have boots and togs as nothing was as lowering to the
status of the game as to see players turning out improperly togged. No man
could give of his best while playing in trousers and shoes.
At a committee meeting on the 14th January, a grounds committee was
set up. It was responsible for the upkeep of grounds and reporting to the
club committee on any improvements they thought necessary. The committee consisted of D. Coakley, B. Smith, C. McGlynn, P. Leonard, A. Fitzpatrick and Ger Durney. The first big match in the park under the new
grounds committee, was the national football league game v. Cork on 7th
December . Cork won by 3-3 to 1-4. The chairman Jack Higgins proposed:
"That the trustees of the Fr. Brennan Memorial Park be changed to include
a Leinster Council nominee." After discussion, the committee decided to
postpone a final decision on the matter until the deeds and papers pertaining
to the property were before the committee. At a later meeting the above
proposal was accepted. The Leinster Council nominee was Fintan Brennan
(Athy).
The junior footballers defeated Kill by one point, 1-8 to 1-7, with a goal
in the last minute. They had to survive an objection before defeating Celbridge 1-3 to 0-4. Johnstownbridge, by arriving late, conceded a walkover
in the quarter-final. Both teams played a friendly match which Naas won.
Naas reached the sem-final for the second year in succession but tasted
defeat this at the hands of Maynooth by 4-6 to 0-3.
In the junior football league Naas defeated Johnstownbridge 3-4 to 0-3.
They also defeated Eadestown, but for the second year in succession lost
to Maynooth in the semi-final by 3-7 to 2-1. T. Higgins, H. Peacock, M.
Murray and K. Smyth were best for Naas.
The senior hurlers were defeated by Killinthomas in the county final
played on the 25th July 1948. The junior hurlers retained their title
defeating Leixlip 5-2 to 3-3 .
The club organised an indoor carnival for the purpose of paying off the
remaining debt on the Fr. Brennan Memorial Park. The Town Hall
ballroom and cinema were used for dances and pongo. The music was
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played by T. McGarr's No.1 Broadcasting and Cinema Band . The committee was annoyed over the refusal of the Catholic Institute to allow them the
use of the card room especially as the card room had been let earlier that
year to the Rugby Club, Hockey Club and Golf Club. The carnival was a
great success with a nett profit of £220-12-4 Y2. The Marum brothers and
Ger Grehan were the chief organisers. The Leinster Leader of the 4th October 1947 reported: "The first indoor carnival ever held in Naas proved an
unqualified success. After a great week, the climax was reached when over
800 people thronged the Town Hall to enjoy the final gala on Sunday night
last. During the week very enjoyable dances were held each evening, while
the other amusements attracted a steady clientele. Highlight of the carnival
was the excellent dance music rendered throughout the week by Tommy
McGarr and his band.
"Prize winners in the various competitions were: Waltz: 1st, Mrs. C.
Byrne and C. Keogh; 2nd, Miss Maguire and Mr. M. Rowley, and Miss
Rooney and Mr. K. Forde (tied). Tango: 1st, Miss M . Gibbons and Mr. J .
Roycroft; 2nd, Miss A. Connaughton and Mr. P. Geraghty. Jitterbug: 1st,
Miss N. Byrne and Pte. J . Connors. Rifle range: Mr. N. Burke, 17 points.
Bagatelle: Mr. N. Burke, 26 points.
"Mr. Ger Grehan, carnival secretary, at the conclusion, when thanking
them for their patronage, informed the attendance that the Fr. Brennan
Memorial Park is now free of all debt and is about to be vested in the
G.A.A. so that for a/l time it will be at the disposal of the youth of Naas
for their Gaelic games and open air amusements. The present committee
intend to develop the park and make it a fitting memorial to a great Naas
priest. Their plans include dressing rooms, embankment, sideline seating
and eventually a stand. These plans must necessarily be extended over a
number of years, but a start will be made at once with the building of the
dressing rooms."
A short time later, the following letter, criticising the club committee
appeared in the Leinster Leader:
FATHER BRENNAN MEMORIAL PARK
Darlington,
Co. Durham.
13th October, 1947.
The Editor, Leinster Leader, Naas.
Sir,-Kindly allow me through the medium of your widely circulated
paper to express my opinion re the recent indoor carnival run under the
auspices of the "Naas G.A.A." As an old Naas Gael and a lover of
our national pastimes, I feel compelled to put the following to paper.
Since that grand old Gael, Mr. Joe McDonald, retired from the
G.F.C. in Naas some years ago, very little interest has been taken in
the running of affairs since, despite the fact that the club was in a very
good position, financially, then changes have come, all to the detriment
of the club.
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With regard to the "Father Brennan Memorial Park", it is very hard
to think that one who has done so much for Gaeldom in Naas could
be forgotten so soon . Do the powers that be to-day think that the
"scrawl" over the entrance to the Park is sufficient to commemorate
the memory of such a staunch Gael? If they are of that frame of mind,
then I say to them, resign from Gaelic affairs for ever.
As I glance over your copy of the 4th October, I notice that the proceeds of the carnival are to carry out developments to the park. Why
wait until 1948 to do so? What has the present committee been doing
since they came into office? Why was the pavilion sold? and under what
conditions was the sale of same executed? These are some of the questions to which some Gaels might like to have an answer to. I have tried
to find out myself before leaving my beloved Naas, but alas, could
never find out the truth.
I think it is deplorable to see a town like Naas, sitting back and not
taking part in our senior football games. Why? To my mind and,
perhaps, to many others, I consider that the committee and members
are not taking enough interest in club affairs. To conclude, I again
appeal to the present committee to wake up, or else clear out and hand
the job over to a more youthful body who will work in the interests of
the G.A.A., and, perhaps, endeavour to bring the honours to our
town.
I remain,
Yours sincerely,
"HOPEFUL" .
At a committee meeting held to discuss the letter, the secretary was
instructed to reply as follows:
FATHER BRENNAN MEMORIAL PARK
To the Editor Leinster Leader.
Dear Sir,-On behalf of the committee and members of the Naas
Gaelic Football and Hurling Club, I wish to correct some of the
statements made by your correspondent, "Hopeful", in your issue of
last week under the above heading:
(1) When Mr. los. McDonald retired from the Naas G.F. and H.
Club the Club was in debt to the Munster and Leinster Bank to the
extent of BOO, incurred as a result of the purchase of the park and of
the purchase and erection of 600 yards of iron enclosure railings.
(2) The plans of the present committee for the development of the
Father Brennan Memorial Park, which were detailed in your issue of
October 4 should prove that Father Brennan has not been forgotten,
as has been suggested by your writer.
Has "Hopeful" applied to the proper source, i.e., the secretary of
the club, he would have obtained all the information he required. How134

ever, I will answer his queries so that I may remove any doubts that
his letter may have raised in the minds of our readers.
(1) "Why wait until 1948 to carry out the improvements to the
park.?"
The committee have already made a start, but their plans are so farreaching that it will be 1953 before they are completed.
(2) "What have the present committee been doing since they came
into office?"
The present committee were elected to office on January 9th, 1947,
and details of their work is noted in the minutes of the club, which will
be read at the annual general meeting of the members.
Main achievements for their nine months of office have been the raising of over £350 for the club; the selecting of teams for seventeen hurling and football games only one of which was lost.
(3) "Why was the pavilion sold and under what conditions?"
The pavilion was sold having been offered to contractors and clubs,
to a local builder for £80 as the cost of maintenance (rates, repairs,
etc.) were excessively high - approximately £37 per annum.
It was a pity that "Hopeful", while he was in his beloved Naas, did
not show the same interest in Gaelic affairs as he does now that he is
in Durham, as I am sure, the youth of Naas would have shown their
appreciation of his interest on their behalf by electing him to the
committee.
Those few points I have given are intended, as I have already stated,
for the information of those who may have been misled by
"Hopeful's" letter, rather than as a reply to "Hopeful" himself, as I
would not normally reply to a person who has taken refuge in a nomde-plume. Had he written over his own name people might know then
what he had done for Gaelic games while he was in Naas.
Trusting you will give the same publicity to this letter as was given
to "Hopeful's".
I remain, yours sincerely,
GERALD M. GREHAN
Hon. Secretary
Naas Gaelic Football and Hurling Club,
39 South Main Street, Naas.
One of the club's other fund-raising schemes, a draw on the Naas
"March Chase", had to be cancelled because the race was abandoned due
to weather conditions. The subscribers were included in the club's draw on
the Tickell Cup at Punchestown. The prizemoney was increased to: 1st £10,
2nd £5, 3rd £3.
There were two Naas men on the fixtures committee of the County Board,
Ger Grehan (minors), and D. Coakley (hurling). D. Coakley, who left Naas
later in the year, was a prominent member of the hurling club and of the
grounds committee.
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1948
1798 Commemoration Parade
At the club a.g.m. glowing tributes were paid to Ger Grehan for his work
throughout the year in organising the indoor carnival and several other
social functions which put the club on a sound financial footing. The
officers elected were: President, Rev. Bro. Ryan; Vice-President, Mr. Gus
Fitzpatrick; Chairman, Mr. J. Higgins; Vice-Chairman, Mr. C. McGlynn;
Secretary/Treasurer, Mr. G. Grehan; Captain "A" team, Mr. T.
"Scotchy" Harrington; Captain "B" team, Mr. C. Carroll; Captain of
hurling team, Mr. C. O'Dwyer; Co. Board Delegate, B. Smith.
At a committee meeting in February the following motion was passed:
"That this committee wish to have their grounds (Fr. Brennan Memorial
Park) vested with the G.A.A., provided that the rights of the club and its
members are not duly interfered with."
At the March County Board meeting, one of the items on the agenda was
to implement the resolution of convention accepting Fr. Brennan Memorial
Park, Naas as a county grounds. Thus in 1948 the Fr. Brennan Memorial
Park became a secondary county ground.
A finance committee, consisting of Rev. Bro. Ryan, J. O'Kelly, E.
Marum, Gus Fitzpatrick, chairman and secretary, was appointed to deal
with matters of finance and to implement the development plans for Fr.
Brennan Memorial Park . The committee planned to build new dressing
rooms and to erect banks around the pitch . T. (Scotchy) Harrington, J .
Curtis, W. Keogh and P. Burke were employed to build the banks according
to sub committee plans.
The 1948 indoor carnival made a profit of £200-19-10. The commmittee
appointed to run the ceili reported a profit of £14-19-6. A £100 grant was
received from the Leinster Council. The treasurer reported a credit balance
of £125-2-5.
Naas defeated Eadestown in the first round of the junior football championship "A". The game was stopped for twenty minutes because of a fight
between spectators and players of both sides. Because of the alleged
roughness of the Naas players in that game, the County Board ordered it
[0 be replayed. In the replay Naas won by 0-6 to 0-1.
Naas defeated Sarsfields 2-10 to 0-2 in the championship on Sunday 3rd
October. As the team was leaving the town, it was decided to request all
members, other than those selected, to attend at the 1798 Commemoration
parade to be held in Naas on that day. The parade was from the Fair Green
to the Town Hall where a plaque was unveiled in honour of Michael
Reynolds and his comrades. This plaque is situated over the porch of the
Town Hall. In the semi-final of the championship Naas were defeated by
Moorefield 0-6 to 0-3, who went on to win the championship, defeating
Caragh by 1-5 to 1-3. There was no "B" team because the younger members
of the club were not interested.
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After a lapse of twenty-one years the County Board reintroduced the u-16
(junior) football competition. In preparation for this competition the club
organised a street league. Bro. Ryan presented a set of medals for the winners . The juvenile league had its difficulties as several members were warned
that their interference would not be tolerated. The competition was won by
Na Crocaigh. The junior street league had to be abandoned because the
members from St. Corban's Place stated that they would not play for any
team other than a St. Corban's team. The committee refused to play area
teams.
The Naas hurlers were defeated in the senior hurling final by the Curragh
2-8 to 1-0. The junior hurlers defeated Carbury 5-5 to 0-1 at Derrinturn,
thus securing their third junior hurling championship in a row.
In relation to the minor hurling, the following notice appeared in the
Leinsler Leader of the lIth September: "Waterstown Hurling Enterprise:
Will all boys between the ages of 14 and 18 years from the parishes of Naas,
Caragh, Kill and Sallins, who wish to play hurling, send in their age, name
and address as soon as possible to Wm. Masterson, Secretary, Waterstown,
Naas, Co. Kildare, with a view to the organisation of a local minor hurling
team for the district."
Tadgh Hayden, who hurled with Naas in the forties, came across a little
bit of family history when he visited his father's home town of Cashel with
his mother and his brother Eamonn, who had been ordained a priest three
weeks before. On visiting Cashel's Rock they were thrilled when the custodian of the Rock announced to all present: "This Choval House was built
by Archbishop Edmond Hayden in the 15th century. He was of the
Dominican order, and here today is Fr. Eamonn Hayden of the same order
and the same family (Haydens of Cashel)."
The game "pongo" played at the indoor carnival spelled trouble for Naas
G.A.A. in 1948. The club, through its secretary, Ger Grehan was summoned for using the assembly room, Town Hall, Naas, for the purpose of
gaming from the 19th to 26th September. There was a summons in respect
of each day. The Leinsler Leader reported: "Supt. Flynn who prosecuted,
said that the game 'pongo' was played in the assembly room in connection
with a G.A.A. carnival for funds for the local G.A.A. grounds.
"Mr. M. Salmon, solicitor, for the defence, pleading for leniency, said
that the legislation holding these games illegal was a hundred years old and
was obsolete when applied to present day social conditions. The carnival
only ran for a week and the usual stake of 3d was increased to 6d for the
last few games.
"J ustice: Did you ever play yourself?
"Mr. Salmon: I am afraid I did, but fortunately the players are not liable
(laughter).
"The Justice imposed a fine of £1 in respect of the first offence and dismissed the other summonses."
In 1948 Christy "Lager" Higgins died. A native of the town he played
with Naas from the early part of the century. He played with Naas, Clane
and Kilcock, starring principally in the full-back position.
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