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DEDICATION
To the members, past, present and future, of Naas G.A.A. Club.

THANK YOU
To Pat O'Shea whose valuable assistance was most appreciated. To Pat
Sherry, Fr. Lennon, P.P., and Padraig McManus for their advice and help.
To Jimmy and Maura Casey, Mrs. T. Gibbons, Jackie Bracken, Paddy
Behan, Mick Curtis and family, Cormac McGarr, Mrs. Mollie Higgins,
Joan Gorry, Bill McCormack, Paddy Byrne, Betty Gogarty, John Mulvey,
Mary Pender, Jimmy Sheridan, Mrs. Fitzpatrick, Declan McGovern, Josie
Byrne, Noel Gillespie, Noel Merrick, Tim Hickey, Jim Gaffney, Eddie
Marum, Mrs. Hanrahan, Mrs. A. Hickey, Sean Higgins, John Miley, Tom
Harrington, Dan Ryan, Bill Glennon, Willie Callaghan, Jer Higgins, Stan
Hickey, Nicholas Kavanagh, J 0 Coy, Margaret Dillon and Fionnuala
McManus.

._--INTRODUCTION
Is mor an chuis onora domsa a bheith pairteach j sli an-bheag Ie Liam Mac
Manusa stair Chumann Luithchleas Gael Nas na Rf a thabhairt chughat. Ta
sUil agam go bhfaighidh tu ins an leabhair seo tuairisc ar chuid de na daoine
agus na h-imirtheoirf a bhain leis an gclub seo Ie cead bliain anuas. Ta a
Ian de na fir agus na mna ata luaithe fein gcre inniu, Beannacht De Ie na
n-anam, ach nf ceart duinn go deo dearmadh orthu agus an obair a dhein
siad ar son Chumann Luithchleas Gael. Ba cheart go mbeadh Mhas agus
broid orainn go leir inniu a bheith pairteach leis an gclub seo mar gheall ar
a thraidisiuin iontach. Ta sUil agam go leanfaidh na daoine a thiocfaidh in
ar ndiaidh leis an obair a bunaoidh cead bliain 0 shin agus go mairfidh an
sprid Gaelach sa club seo go deo na ndeor.
It is a very great honour for me to have the privilege (in a very small way)
of assisting Liam McManus with the history of the Naas G.A.A. Club. The
Naas club has a proud tradition built over a span of 100 years by dedicated
men and women who have given their time and energy unselfishly to the
club. Many of the men and women mentioned in this book have now gone
to their eternal reward but hopefully the work they started and is being done
by generations since will be continued by future generations until the end
of time. The G .A.A. has always been recognised as an organisation that
promoted Irish games, language and culture. The Naas club can proudly say
that they have played their part in this idealism.

PAT O'SHEA
THE AUTHOR: LIAM McMANUS
Anybody even remotely connected with Naas G.A.A. over the last
twenty-five years or more will know and appreciate the contribution Liam
has made to the club. A secondary school teacher in the local C.B.S., Liam
McManus has given his all in promoting and encouraging football and
hurling in both the school and club. He has also been to the fore in the
club's administration and has served long terms both as secretary and chairman and is at present secretary to the Fr. Brennan Park Committee. In the
early 1970s his talents were recognised by the Kildare Co. Board when he
became County Secretary after the 1971 Convention and held that position
for four years. When the Naas club decided that they should write the
history of the club for their centenary, Liam was the man chosen to take
on such a difficult task. The amount of time Liam gave to researching
suitable material to produce a history such as this and do it as successfuly
as he did had to be a labour of love. Thank you, Liam, for doing just that.

Preface

1699
Hurling in Naas 300 Years Ago
There is documentary evidence to show that hurling was played in Naas
in 1699. John Dunton a travelling English reporter gave the following
account of a hurling match he saw in Naas in 1699.
"When their cows are casting their hair, they pull it off their backs and
with their hands work it into large balls which will grow very hard.
"The ball they use at the hurlings, which they strike with a stick called
commaan about three foot and a half long at the handle.
"At the lower end it is crooked and about three inches broad, and on this
broad part you may sometimes see one of the gamesters carry the ball tossing it for 40 to 50 yards in spite of all the adverse players.
"And when he is likely to loose it he generally gives it a great stroke to
drive it towards the goal. Sometimes if he misses the blow at the ball, he
knocks one of his opponents down, at which no resentment is to be shown.
"At this sport one parish sometimes or barony challenges another; they
pick out ten, twelve or twenty players of a side and the prize is generally
a barrel or two of ale, which is brought into the field and drunk off by the
victors on the spot, though the vanquished are not without a share of it too.
"This commonly is upon some very large plain, the barer of grass the
better add the goals are 200 or 300 yards one from the other; and whichever
party drives the ball beyond the other's goal wins the day."
"Their champions are of the younger and most active among them, their
kindred and mistresses frequently spectators of their address.
"Two or three bagpipes attend the conquerors at the barrel's head and
then play them out of the field. At some of these gatherings two thousand
have been present."

1884
Foundation of the G.A.A. - John Wyse-Power
They can argue to the cows come home as to the first G.A.A. club in Kildare but nobody can dispute the association of Naas and the founding of
the G.A.A. The records show that John Wyse-Power of Naas attended the ·
inaugural meeting of the association in Hayes Hotel, Thurles, on 1st
November 1884. John Wyse-Power was the editor of the local paper, the
Leinster Leader, at the time and attended the meeting as a journalist. He
was an I.R.B. man and his main interest was athletics.

Wyse-Power's report in the following week's Leinster Leader gave one of
the best accounts of the inaugural meeting: "At a well attended meeting
which was held in Miss Hayes' commercial hotel, Thurles, last Saturday, a
Gaelic association for the preservation and cultivation of the national
pastimes was formed. The meeting was called by a circular formulated by
Mr. Maurice Davin, Carrick-on-Suir, and Mr. Michael Cusack, Dublin."
Davin was elected president of what was initially called the Gaelic
Athletic Association on the proposal of Cusack, seconded by Wyse-Power.
Cusack, Wyse-Power and McKay were elected secretaries . Wyse-Power, a
Waterford man, moved to Dublin shortly after the founding of the G.A.A.
Before the second meeting of the new association on the 27th December,
Wyse-Power was so disappointed at the lack of support for the G.A.A. that
he wanted to pull out altogether. However Cusack persuaded him not to.

1885
Support from the Leinster Leader
Wyse-Power's successor as editor of the Leinster Leader was St. George
Joyce who promoted the new association in an editorial on the 10th January
1885: "The movement for the restoration of our fast disappearing native
games is one deserving the active support of everyone calling himself an
Irishman or who wishes to revive or keep alive the past glory of Irish muscle
and nerve."
The First Gaelic Football Game in Kildare
Naas took part in the first Gaelic football game in Kildare under the rules
of the new Gaelic Athletic Association. It was reported as the first football
game for a few years and it took place on 15th February 1885 between Naas
and Sallins, in Naas. This was one of the first games in the country played
under the new rules. Naas had Stephen J. Browne and Ned Dignam and
Sallins had men like Tom Daly, Tom Coughlan and Tom Moran. All were
I.R.B. members.
It would appear that the Naas Harriers were responsible for fielding the
Naas team. The Harriers were mainly an athletic club at that time.

1886
Wyse-Power was instrumental in getting Cusack dismissed as secretary at
a meeting in Dublin on 4th July 1886. He wrote to Davin accusing Cusack
of failing to answer correspondence, acknowledge affiliation fees, send
medals to athletes who had won them, and generally neglecting administration. After leaving Naas Wyse-Power became chairman of the Dublin committee in 1886.
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