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Big
Block

ROI Whites win 3-1
thriller against Greens to
close curtains on 2009
Exciting Mountmellick finale between Greens and Whites leaves much
to anticipate from the Irish Men’s Squads Programme in 2010
2009 has come to a close for the Irish
men’s squads in spectacular fashion, with
its Senior squad (split into 2 teams)
producing a scintillating performance in the
Final of their Mountmellick event recently.
The event was simply all about matches for
the squad and its players, at a stage now
where they must be playing together prior
to next Summers CEV Qualifiers.
The opening match and Semi Final of the
day pitted the ROI Greens against Garda,
fittingly preceded by an official opening of
the event by Garda Síochána Chief
Superintendent Jack Nolan. It was a match
however in which the Greens were always
in control, allowing for the introduction of
Junior players Sean and Barry Mangan,
Jason Glynn, and Oisín Chandler, all of
whom actually finished the match on court;
3-0 to the Greens.
The 2nd Semi Final was between the ROI
Whites and Dublin. After watching their
ruthless Green counterparts, the Whites
similarly raced into an early strong lead in
the opening 2 sets to win both. In this 3-set
match however, they made some
personnel and positional changes for the
3rd, allowing Dublin’s wing hitters in
particular to capitalise, as they challenged

the Whites’ reorganised block and
defence. And at 20-20, it was Dublin who
dug deepest to grind out a consolation.
The 3rd/4th Place Play-off was contested
between Garda and Dublin. After their
spirited comeback beforehand, Dublin
carried the momentum to keep their 1st
Division counterparts at bay throughout
however and won 3-0.

Afterwards, the Final between the ROI
Greens and Whites; a great opportunity to
showcase the squad’s progress and
potential to date – and it didn’t
disappoint, in what a fantastic match.
The 1st and 2nd sets were marginally won
by the Whites, 26-24 and 25-23. The
Greens managed to stay in the game with
a similar 25-23 win in the 3rd, but if all that
wasn’t compelling enough, the 4th set saw

both teams fighting point-for-point right
through and each swapping serve for the
set. After an exhilarating fight however,
the Whites won 27-25 and the match 3-1.
Coach Laurent Cauet gave his reaction to
the Big Block afterwards: “I was pleased
with the energy and passion shown by the
lads, especially in the Final. It’s good to see
that we now have a squad almost similar
in standard, meaning we have more than
just 1 or 2 options per position on court. It
was important to finish of 2009 with such
a positive weekend, if not the best so far!”
The squads would like to thank the Dublin
and Garda volleyball clubs for their
support towards and participation in the
men’s squads event, and the staff of
Mountmellick Community Sports Centre
and in particular the O’Brien family for
their fantastic hospitality on the day
towards all teams and officials.
In a teamer.net pole, the players later
voted AerLingus1’s Mark O’Neill as the
Tournament MVP. But if that accolade
wasn’t enough, Mark also became a Daddy
recently! On behalf of the Irish Men’s
Squads, we would like to congratulate
Mark and Caroline on their new arrival.

Surprise Motivational Guest
Speaker for the Senior Team
On the Saturday before the Irish Men’s Squad’s event in Mountmellick, the Senior
team met up in the White Sands Hotel in Portmarnock, Co. Dublin, for a team
meeting as part of their final Squads Weekend of 2009. Little did they know
however that a motivational speech was in store, and from a surprise guest!

Even the stormy costal conditions could
not deter the Senior Squad from a 9am
start on the morning of Saturday
st
November 21 in North Dublin as they
gathered for an important meeting, their
last of 2009. The purpose of the meeting
was to review the previous 6 months since
they re-established the programme and
the much-needed hope for Irish men’s
volleyball and its National Squads.
Two new faces joined with the panel for
the first time, UCC’s David Woods and
Andrew McCarthy, and they were quickly
brought up to scratch with the
programme’s progress, and undeniably its
worries and matters to date. The players
were then ushered into groups, with each

then having their chance to voice opinions
and feedback regarding how they felt they
could benefit more in the best interests of
their own and the squads’ progression.
Needless to say, a very constructive forum
developed and yielded many pointers to
be followed through on in 2010.
Before lunch, Head Coach Laurent Cauet
introduced a surprise guest to the players,
George O’Connor, who captained the
Wexford hurlers to 1996 All-Ireland glory,
as well as making his Senior debut with his
county at just 18 in 1979.
George addressed the players with a very
encouraging, motivational and driving
speech, leaving everyone inspired,
including the staff, about their dignity and
will-to-achieve with the squads.

Castleknock kids train
with the Seniors!
After their morning together in Portmarnock, the
Senior team headed to Castleknock for a public
training session in St. Patrick’s National School in
front of and with some of the school’s pupils.
The kids were treated to an enjoyable session with
the Senior team, who in return tutored some key
SpikeBall and volleyball skills. All involved also took
part in a host of mini games and competitions,
which consisted of teams containing at least one
pupil and one Senior team member.
Coach Cauet: “We came to visit St. Patrick’s to
promote volleyball and SpikeBall with its pupils. Our
own players were fantastic, they took the session
very seriously and they made everything possible
the skills and the matches enjoyable for the kids.
Many thanks also to the VAI for the generous use of
its SpikeBall equipment at this event.
I hope there are people who witnessed this event
and kids who took part in it, who decide volleyball is
THE sport and make it theirs. I also hope that from
this event, the current Senior team players may just
have played with someone from the next
generation of young talented Irish volleyballers.”
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Notably, George had never touched an
Irish jersey, let alone worn one, hence it
was with great pride that current Assistant
Coach (and the most capped player for
Ireland), Jeff King, presented George with
one of the squads’ jerseys as an
acknowledgement on behalf of the
players.
Coach Cauet spoke in high regard of
George afterwards: “I am really thankful
to George for the time he spent with us.
His speech had a great impact on us and
helped us realize where our big goals are
and that we need to look after each other
if we are to progress and achieve them. He
devoted enormous time and energy to
training and competing, he worked hard
and he was persistent; they are the values
we want to share in our squad.”

