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IRELAND JUNIORS
EARN LIFETIME
EXPERIENCE IN
ITALY
For the first time in 7 years, an Irish Junior men’s volleyball team has represented Ireland on the European stage
after arriving home from the Bear Wool
Tournament in Biella, Italy. Despite having no more than five sufficient training
sessions as preparation, the boys in
green excelled in their performances
against high European standard youth
teams who have trained together for
several years.
The Irish began their venture on the
afternoon of Monday January 3rd
against Valli Di Lanzo, however being
nervous and still recovering from a demanding trip to Milan and then to Biella, they lost 25-4 and 25-13. Only in the
second set did the Irish show that they
could run efficient attacks and also the
ability to block.
Another positive for the Irish was that
everyone on the squad got court time,
against a team which would eventually
finish the tournament in 4th place overall, and with a standard similar to that
of a Premier men’s team in Ireland!
Afterwards, Ireland took on Caseificio
Rosso, but they were also to prove far
superior in a 25-7, 25-13 win. The team
were again unable to start the match
as hoped, showing nerves and shy-
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ness on court, and finding it hard to
cope quickly with fast pace of the Italians from the off.
In the 2nd set however, the Irish took a
surprise 5-1 lead, forcing the opposing
coach to take a time out. This spurred
the Italians back into life and caught
back up with Ireland at 10-10. Despite
this, there was more confidence brewing amongst the Irish and the performance was far better than in the opening match and against a local team
which are roughly the same standard
to a Division 1 men’s team in Ireland.
Indeed it’s fair to say that if the Irish
had another opportunity to play their
opponents later in the day or during
the tournament, the outcome may
have been different.
THE MAN UNITED OF VOLLEYBALL
The last game of the opening day was
one of the highlights of the tournament
for the Irish as they took on the famous
Bre Banca Lanutti Cuneo, who as a
professional club and reigning Italian
Champions, would be renowned as
the Manchester United or Real Madrid
of the sport across Europe. Despite
playing against the strongest team in
the tournament and one of the strongest at this age level in the world, Head
Coach Cauet would have had at this
stage a better idea about who would
be his first-6 and who would perform
best under pressure.

The
irish
abroad

From the beginning, the Irish fought
so well, that Monica Cresta, the famous coach from Cuneo, had to take
one time out after conceding 4 unanswered points (2 Irish blocks, 1 Irish
kill and an unforced error from Cuneo)
– a memorable sequence of play for
the Irish.

Eoghan
Bracken
-Murphy
Eoghan was born and raised in Toronto, Canada. His mother Trasa
Bracken played for Ireland, while he
started playing at 11. Eoghan was
in Ireland during 2010 and attended
training sessions In Limerick under
the guidance of Coach Cauet, and
was then asked if he would like to
be part of the Irish squad travelling
to Italy. He worked hard and saved
up for his flight to Ireland and Italy.
He is training as an outside hitter but
can also play as setter. The BigBlock
wanted to know a little bit more
about him:
»» Club: Pacman VC, Toronto
»» Domestic League: 3 Divisions
- Premier and 2 Championship
divisions, each with 8 teams. Instead of League games, we have
tournaments every couple of
weeks.

Even after winning the first set 25-14,
Cuneo were still to forced to raise their
game and showed their strength in the
2nd set, despite the Irish never giving
in or losing 25-8. Based on their 2nd
set performance, its hard to see how
the opposition could not win the Irish
Men’s Premier League if they ever entered it!
At the end of the day, each player sat
with the coaching staff and had an individual chat about their goals for the
tournament and all areas of responsibility they have on court. In doing so,
the team’s organisation would benefit
significantly as the players had learned
a lot from the opening three matches.
On the 2nd day of competition, the
Irish only had one match against Rivarolo. Although they were to lose 25-16
and 25-12, the Irish for the first time
started showing more consistency in
being able score at least and beyond
10 points whilst keeping the pressure
on their opponents for longer peri-

Back Row: Pawel Waszkiewicz (Assistant Coac

ods. The only downside in this match
for the Irish was some poor passing
which cost them 3 points at most
and at crucial moments, costing them
closer score-line margins.
Based on those results, the Irish
would end up in last position in their
group and would have to compete in a
classification pool for the 12th to 15th
places inclusively, which would commence the following day.

In their free time, the boys in green
used the first part of their afternoon
as a rest-period and then later went
on a walking tour of the town of Biella.
In the evening, the team regrouped
for an hour-long meeting to watch a
replay of their first match on video,
and making according tactical adjustments for their final day’s matches.
In the first of their classification playoffs on the 3rd and final day, the Irish

h), Ion Comendant, Eoghan Bracken-Murphy,
Barry Mangan, Thomas
Mitchell, Niall Haverty, Rian Harding, Oisin Chal
loner and Laurent Cauet (Head Coach)
Front Row: Josef Lumelay, Sean Gorman, Luke
Uniacke, Martin Murray and Sean Mangan
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took on Gattinara. For the first time in
the tournament, the Irish knew from
warm-up that they had a chance to do
something remarkable against Gattinara because they weren’t as strong
as the other teams that they had
played to this point, while neither did
they have tall players.
But like all Italian sides, the Irish played
a team which has been gelled together
for few years and also train on regular
basis, at least twice a week in comparison to Ireland’s 5 sessions over
four months! Courtesy of a series of
strong serves and attacks, Gattinara
raced into a 7-1 lead, making the challenge for the Irish difficult before they
could even find their stride.
saving the best ‘til last

After a demoralizing 25-10 deficit and
having been so frustrated after a poor
performance in the opening set, the

Irish had a revived follow-up, leading
to a more aggressive assault at the
opposition in the 2nd set. And it paid
off – Ireland managed to get to a 1916 lead. However inexperience set in
and many unforced errors from the
Irish were to allow the Italians back
into the game and to take the 2nd set
by a mere 25-23 score-line. It may
have been a bitter end for the Irish,
but more-so an amazing improvement
in comparison to their opening day’s
play.
And so the Irish picked themselves
up for their last match of the event,
against Villafranca. knowing they had
to finish on a positive note. Knowing
Villafranca had won a game in their
opening group, this was going to
be a difficult match. Getting off to a
great start and leading, the Irish were
hauled back and overtaken at 4-8, but
then scored 3 without response, forcing the opposition to call a time out.
This proved to be a turning point in
the set, as the opposition upped their
pace and rallied emphatically to win
the set out 25-9.
In the 2nd set, Ireland gave it their all
and played much better, but never
coped with the strong jump serving
from the opponents. Even with a few

»» How is it organised?: Same as
normal league formats with promotion and relegations. At the
end of our season, we have a
provincial tournament where all
24 teams play a 3-day tournament. Then there’s Nationals
where the top teams from all over
the country go to one place for a
final 3-day tournament.
»» How are your team’s training
sessions structured? From 2
to 5 2-hour sessions a week.
Depending on when our next
tournament is, our practice revolves around defence, offence,
individual, or game situations.
»» What’s the difference between
your leagues and the Irish
leagues? There is a huge difference is the number of teams between the leagues. Volleyball is
huge in Canada which allows for
more competition and a higher
level of it also.
»» What does it feel like to play in
the Irish jersey? To be honoured
with the chance to wear a jersey
and to represent your country
has no words to describe it. It’s
an emotion felt like no other.

Editorial and
Squad Staff
»» Publications: David Herlihy
»» Head Coach: Laurent Cauet
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»» Junior Team Assistant Coach:
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»» Fitness Coach: Richard Röcker
»» Logistics Officer: Mark Campbell
»» PRO: Marc Hand

Contact us
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»» Phone:
+353 1 6707165 (VAI)
»» Fax:
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winning blocks, this game was like a
bridge too far for the Irish in terms of
standard.
Coach Cauet gave BigBlock his summary of the tournament and hailed
the performance of his team: “We
might have lost all our games, but we
did manage on several occasions to
create trouble for the opposition and
force them into time-outs!

In every single match, we managed
to give time on court to each player in
our squad. Through the games, some
players managed to secure a position
in the main six and can be considered
as key players for the future of the
squad.
I was very impressed by the behaviour of the group on and off the court;
they really set a great image and example of their country, and they can
be proud of what they’ve achieved.
I would like to acknowledge the great
help and support provided by Pawel
as my assistant during the trip. And
also a huge thanks to Cristina Monetti,
Elisa Zambaiti, Andrea Opi Oppezzo,
Germanetti Ezio, Lombardi Massimo,
Cristiano Bortolameazzi and colleagues for their warm welcome and
well run tournament.”
The squad would also like to acknowledge the help and support received

from Hughes & Hughes Bookstores,
“Paul’s Service Station” Loughrea,
Bewleys Hotel at Dublin Airport,
Dunnes Stores, Matt Murphy, and the
fundraising efforts from all of the players’ families. Thanks also to Piper Hill
Community School in Naas and both
St. Raphael’s College and St. Brigid’s
Vocational School in Loughrea for
their continued support.
Make sure you check out the Irish
Men’s Volleyball Squads Facebook
page for further comments and reactions from the players of the squad
themselves.
EVENT FACTS
»» 17 match venues
»» 900 athletes
»» 88 teams
»» 1,000 dinners served EACH night
of the event!
»» 5,000 spectators at the Finals!

