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All-Stars too
strong for
Irish SENIORS
The Irish Senior Volleyball teams
took on the recently announced 2011
Premier League All-Stars in an exhibition match on Sunday May 15th in
UCD Sports Centre. It was the last
official indoor volleyball event of the VAI
2010-11 season and while it made for
a prestigious event for Premier League
All-Stars, it was also key event in the
2011 calendar’s for both of the Irish
Senior teams.
On paper, the Irish team are in transition
from experienced to up-and-coming,
while the All-Stars team were missing
a few award recipients but still strong
with the replacements. With the Irish
missing a few of its key players, Richard
Tyrrell from DVC and Declan Ryan from
Garda were called in for their debuts,
while NUIG’s Francis Gallagher was
starting in the first-6 for the first time
since he joined the panel and UCD’s
Benny O’Regan was also moved from
the wing to the teams 1st setter.
Without a doubt, the Irish were clear
underdogs in comparison to the AllStars and coached by UCD’s Megan
Burgdorf, who may not have played together much before, but the nucleus of
the team were from Ballymun Patriots,
benefitting a strong team connection
and aggressive play.

Block

The Irish began the game with serve
but the All-Stars (playing in Ireland
3rd kit) took control of the score soon
after the 1st technical time out. The
Irish then got stuck in one rotation and
although they had 3 front row players,
they were unable to side-out in getting
blocked on every attacking opportunity. The score quickly went from 8-13
to 8-19, despite two time-outs and the
introduction of Richard Tyrrell. The AllStars were comfortable winners in the
end, 25-11.
Fighting Irish
The 2nd set was a rejuvenated performance from the Irish, looking more
convincing and confident at 4-0 and
then 8-4 up. Ferdie Whelan began
to find his marks as Libero while the
renowned and experienced Jeff King
as team captain was showing how
to make the most of each ball at the
net. On the other side, unforced errors were creeping into the All-Stars’
game, allowing Ireland to a 16-7 lead
and offering the Irish the opportunity
to make introduce experience in David
Woods and Niall Madden to control the
advantage until the end.
The Irish continued their fine performance and reached set-point, however
at this point their ability to close the
game and secure the last point was
truly tested once again. They allowed
the All-Stars to come back from 24-19
to 24-23 despite two time-outs called

All-star
award
for
whitty
At the recent VAI Annual Awards
Dinner, Jonathan Whitty was
awarded an All-Star award as a
middle player for his performances
this season with the AerLingus Jets.
As the sole recipient of an All-Star
from the current Irish men’s squads,
a number of his colleagues sent
BigBlock their highest regards for
Johnny, as he’s more commonly
known amongst the Irish volleyball
community:
»» Laurent Cauet (Head Coach):

“It’s good to see someone like
Johnny getting an All-Star as I
thought he played very well for
his club this season. He is a fast
middle blocker, maybe not the most
spectacular blocker but he is very
efficient player at the net.
Johnny has a huge passion for volleyball; he does the indoor season,
then he will take part in the VAI
Outdoor Circuit, all while he is still
committed to the Squads program.

by Cauet. Mark Delahunty was also
introduced and immediately helped
the attackers to stamp their authority
on the set with a 25-23 win.
With much confidence restored, the
Irish were entering the 3rd set knowing they could upset the odds. The AllStars hitters however started finding
long angles in their attacks, especially
from back court and from running
faster-tempo attacks up front, while
the Irish defence was not-at-home on
several occasions. Signs of physical
tiredness were showing with the Irish
and standards were dropping quickly.
The set was over in 17 minutes, at
8-25, despite the best efforts of the
bench in time-outs and substitutions;
it was a one-way set for the Irish to
forget.
In the 4th set, the All-Stars started as
they finished beforehand in playing
superb volleyball from the off while
the Irish were guilty of one-too-many
mistakes, helping to a 2-12 lead for
the All-Stars. An Irish revival looked
impossible, even though they did claw
back to 7-16 thanks to a block from
John Grace, a kill from Richard Tyrrell,
and a serving-streak from Benny
O’Regan.
The All-Stars still held on to their consistent lead, although they did ease

off on reaching 20 points. The Boys in
Green managed to score a few more
points to make the score board look
respectable, but a 14-25 win for the
All-Stars summed up this match in
which the best team won quite easily
and deservedly so.
Team Ireland
»» 6. (C) Jeff King (AerLingus Jets),
Outside Hitter
»» 1. Ferdie Whelan (Munster
Thunder), Universal / Libero
»» 4. Declan Ryan (Garda), Libero /
Outside Hitter
»» 5. Francis Gallagher (NUI Galway,
Outside Hitter
»» 7. John Grace (Garda), Middle
»» 10. Niall Madden (Ulster Elks, NIR),
Outside Hitter / Middle
»» 11. Richard Tyrrell (DVC), Outside
Hitter / Middle
»» 12. Benny O’Regan (UCD),
Universal
»» 14. Mark Delahunty (AerLingus
Jets), Setter
»» 17. David Woods (EuropeWYD),
Middle

»» Laurent Cauet, Head Coach
»» Lincoln Borsatto, Assistant Coach)

The players and staff of the Irish team (gree
n) and Premier League All-Stars (black) pose
for a group photo at the
end of their match with the ball-boys from
St. Patrick’s National School in Diswellstown,
to whom all players and
staff on the day are very thankful, and also
in the front row on the right a very proud Alex
King with Daddy Jeff.
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Reaction
Coach Cauet spoke gave his reflections to the BigBlock after his team’s
1-3 defeat to the All-Stars: “Firstly,
congratulations to the All-Star recipients and nominees this season; it was
a very strong side to play against,
probably too strong for us at the moment but it was a good eye-opener for
our Irish Squad.

The positive for us is that we took
that 2nd set. We had two main goals
against the All-Stars; to play at least
4 sets, and to perform to our best
considering our level. We managed
to achieve the first one as it was
important not to lose 0-3 in less than
an hour! Unfortunately, we didn’t accomplish the 2nd goal as we wished,
aside maybe from the 2nd set; it’s just
a pity that we aren’t capable to keep
it any longer during the match. Today
I couldn’t get all the best players from
the panel, but on the other hand, it
gave us the opportunity to see other
players and to try new things - some
worked while some didn’t work very
well or at all, so it that will help us in
the long run.
Coming into the game, we didn’t have
a setter and Benny O’Regan did quite
well as setter even if it’s not his best

position; it’s good to see how he puts
the interests of the team before his
own. Francis Gallagher is improving;
he had a better game than the last
one in March against Northern Ireland.
We also found new players like Declan
Ryan and Richard Tyrrell so there is
hope for the future.
Last year we beat the All-Stars 3-1
because we were just one month
before the CEV Qualification round
and the team was ready. This year the
team we weren’t ready at all and we’re
still in transition so we got hammered,
except in the 2nd set. Our challenge
now is to make sure that we will be
ready for the 2012 match versus the
All-Stars which will show our true
progression through the season.
On behalf of the men’s squad, we
thank Gráinne Culliton of the VAI
Competitions Commission for organizing the event; she didn’t get much
help but she did a fantastic job. I hope
more people in our volleyball community will support this event in future
because it is a great opportunity to
see both National teams and some
of the best Premier League players
all playing together and against each
other, and all under the same roof on
the same day.”

In June 2010 when we played the
Faroe Islands in the CEV European
Qualifiers, he was outstanding and it
summed up his overall performance
at that tournament.
I’ve known Johnny for 10 years and I
will say that we saw some great performances from him in 2010-2011.”
»» Jeff King (Team Captain):

“I play alongisde as well as coaching
Johnny at both club and international
level. This season at club training,
we worked with him to jump more
behind the ball to transfer more
power into his attack, and it helped
on getting him more kills this season.
I’m delighted for him on his All-star
award as his commitment in training
has paid off.”
»» John Grace (Squad member):

“He is a great lad, his humility is only
exceeded by his talent.”
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Editorial and
Squad Staff
»» Publications: David Herlihy
»» Head Coach: Laurent Cauet

... Want to be
july open days
one of our
for coaches
staff members? The Irish Junior squads will be hosting

»» Fitness Coach: Richard Röcker

The Irish Men’s Volleyball Squads is
expanding its staff contingent for the
Irish Senior, Junior and Youth teams,
and have opened the following extra
positions as it prepares for the summer ahead and the upcoming 2011-12
International Season:

training camps during the weekends
of July 11th and 18th. Although exact
times, dates and venues have yet to
be confirmed, the Irish Men’s Squad’s
Programme are to open its doors to
any aspiring coaches that would like
to come along and view the sessions.

»» Logistics Officer: Mark Campbell

»» Senior Team Coaches

This will be very useful to any coaches
who would like to attain new methods
of coaching specific skills, bring a
variety of new team drills to their own
sessions and make game play much
more conditional, challenging and fun
at a training session.

»» Senior Team Assistant Coach:
Jeff King
»» Junior Team Assistant Coach:
Pawel Waszkiewicz
»» Administrator: David Herlihy

»» PRO: Marc Hand

»» Junior & Youth Team Coaches
»» Fundraising Coordinator(s)

Contact us

»» Squads / Team Doctor
»» Squads / Team Physio

»» E-mail:
seniormen@volleyballireland.com
»» Web:
www.volleyballireland.com (VAI)
»» Phone:
+353 1 6707165 (VAI)
»» Fax:
+353 1 6707167 (VAI)

“Irish Men’s Volleyball Squads”

The staff team already comprimises of
a variety of staff members who have
been involved since the 2009 revival.
If you’re interested in being part of a
dynamic team, if you’ve a passion for
volleyball, or if you would like to be
part of an exciting project in promoting
and developing Irish volleyball from
schools right up to International level,
please don’t hesitate to drop Laurent
or David an email at:

If you are interested in coming along,
please drop Laurent or David an email
at

seniormen@volleyballireland.com.

seniormen@volleyballireland.com.

