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Congratulations to both the Boys and Girls Football Féile 2017
teams on their wins
Girls Football Féile 2017
The Garda Westmanstown Gaels U14 Girls Féile team crowned a great weekend
when they defeated near neighbours Érin go Brágh in the final at Trinity Gaels ground
in Donaghmede on 2nd April. The final was the culmination of a festival of football
hosted by Westmanstown started early the previous day with visiting teams from Na
Fíanna, Érin go Brágh and St Marys Saggart. In the group games the Westmanstown
girls played some tremendous football showing great levels of skill and commitment to
win all three contests and the semi final contest with Templeogue Synge St setting up
a final meeting with Érin go Brágh.
They saved the best performance till last. Superbly led by Captain Katie Murphy and
Player of the Tournament Maeve Gleeson, not forgetting a sterling performance in goal
by Caoimhe Farrell. The winning squad returned to Westmanstown Sports Centre later
in the evening where they were given a huge welcome by all present. They will now go
on to compete in National Féile in Monaghan on June 23rd-25th.

Boys Football Féile 2017
Congratulations to our U14 Boys Féile Squad who also won their Division on
Sunday 9th April in a thrilling final against an excellent St Anne's of Bohernabreena.
The previous day they won their group stage again hosted in Westmanstown. The
game was filled with great skill and passion with both sides giving their all in
pursuit of victory. Early on it looked like Westmanstown might win it easy when
leading by 2-01 to 0-01 but St Anne's fought back to take the lead half way
through the second half. It was nip and tuck from there to the end of normal time
with Westmanstown just drawing level on the stroke of time.
St Anne's started the stronger in extra time leading by four points after a few
minutes but Westmanstown rallied again with Scott Fagan and Killian Slater giving
outstanding performances. In the final moments Darragh McNicholl slotted over the
winning score. There were scenes of great joy as the cup was presented to
Captain Killian Slater and the cavalcade returned to Westmanstown to a
tumultuous welcome.
Well done to all concerned: players, coaches and parents, the future is blue.

St Patrick’s Day Parade, Lucan

Boys Hurling Féile 2017
U14 hurlers have their Féile coming up
on the 29th April. This is a historic
moment for the club as this is the first
hurling team from the club to enter into
a Féile Competition. We are delighted to
be hosting the boys division 5 in
Westmanstown.

Please come along and support the
boys on their journey.

A Note from our Chairman, George Kyne

What a great few weeks for our club. Both of our Féile teams won their respective division and our girls go on to represent
Dublin at National Féile, in Monaghan. We also fielded our first minor team under Garda (as opposed to St Catherine’s on the
boy’s side) and they are thriving. At the end of the month we field our first hurling Féile Team and hopes are high for continued
success. This is a major move forward as we continue to develop across all Gaelic codes. All age groups are developing with a
lot of positive results being obtained due to the brilliant commitment of players and coaches alike.
From an adult perspective we have started the season well with both first teams opening the season positively. We continued to
field a junior men’s team who have also made a great start to the season. Last weekend saw the first rounds of the men’s adult
championships. We are very proud of what we have achieved since the foundation of the club, but especially since the inception
of Westmanstown Gaels on 2004. We will defend our club, its members & teams, establishing our own traditions and history.
This means some difficult choices have to be made at times but our club and its players are at the heart of every decision made.
Our coaches, mentors, parents and others are working very hard to drive the club forward and need more support. Please join us
on that journey by becoming a volunteer yourself. There are lots of tasks outside coaching, some short term, some require
greater involvement, nonetheless we welcome and encourage any assistance you can give. You can contact me or any of the
officers or committee members, we can have a coffee and discuss. We would like to extend a special thanks to all those who
helped out during the Féile weekends this year so far. This helped to make them the great success they were and also to
everyone who participated in the fund raising activities, thank you.
We are constantly working on our finances and as the club evolves and gets bigger more strain is being placed on our income
and fundraising. We had to increase our membership fees this year but we are still the cheapest in the locality. I want to thank
all of you who have paid up on time as it allows us to ensure that we can budget for all of our outgoings which are considerable.
A number of fundraising events are planned for the year and I hope that you can support them. There are also options available
such as hoardings, sponsorship etc. If you have any ideas in this regard just contact us or pop an email to
sponsorwmtgaelsgaa@gmail.com . Our Golf Classic is taking place on the 26th of May here in Westmanstown. I appeal to
anyone, business or otherwise to support this event. This is the main vehicle for fundraising in the club calendar. You can
sponsor a team (300Euro), bring together you own club team (75Euro a head) or sponsor a green/tee (100Euro). All funds go to
the development of the club facilities.
Finally just to say a big thank you for your continued support. We are working hard on your behalf and if there is anything you
think we can improve on or could be doing better please let me know and we will see what we can do.
George Kyne, Chairman

Coaching, Training, Player Development Plans
The club is working hard on developing coaching structures and will continue to invest
time, funding and support for coaches and mentors. There are a number of coaching
sessions arranged which our members are encouraged to attend. This will be a priority into the future where we hope to utilise our own resources together with outside
expertise to develop not only our children’s ability, but that of our coaches/mentors as
well. In February we had Val Andrews, who has huge experience managing several
county teams, leading a session on tackling and stats. In March we had Mickey
Whelan, experienced Dublin selector, leading a session on small sided games. In May
we expect to get Éamon Ryan, previously manager of the winning Cork Ladies Football Team for many years, to lead a session on the mindset of a champion and following that we will host a session with a top hurling coach.

Ger Bradley, Coaching Coordinator

Ladies Team News

We currently field teams competing at U9, U10, U11, U13, U15, Minor
and Adult Ladies.
U10 girls roared back into training this year with great turnout despite
the weather. Weekends and games are flying by with away and
home games in football and camogie. The coaches have been
dedicated and optimism for the new season remains high.
U15's girls play in Division 4. They have a panel of 15 girls and get
back-up from some of the U13 girls playing up. They have 3 games
played so far, won 1, lost 1 and drew 1.
Girls from this panel have gone forward for both Dublin Development
Squads and Dublin Trials for the U14 County team.

The Ladies’ football team has got this year’s season off to a great
start with 4 solid wins. Under the stewardship of former inter-county
footballer Diane O’Hora, Garda’s appearances in both the league and the cup have led to well-deserved victories against
O’Toole’s, Balinteer St John’s, Croí Ró-Naofa and Round Towers, in the latter match the scoreline was testament to the hard
work from team and mentors alike over the past 4 weeks – 12-21 to the Clondalkin ladies’ 3 points. The ladies next look to secure
their run of successes away to Skerries Harps.

Men's Intermediate and Junior Teams 2017
This season three adult men's teams are participating in the Dublin Leagues and Championships with in total about 60 players
registered to play. The Intermediates, managed by Richie Lynch, assisted by Ronan Mulligan and Liam Mangan, coached by Brendan
Hackett and captained by Mark Twomey, play in Division 3. To date they have played three league games beating St Peregrines,
drawing with St Finbarrs and losing narrowly to Kilmacud Crokes. They also have played two Loving Cup ties losing both narrowly to
St Peregrines and St Brigids. The Juniors are managed this season by Keith Halley, assisted by Davy Cryan, Brian O’Connor and
Brendan Flynn and captained by Ronan Cogavin and play in Division 8. To date they have played three league matches beating
Round Towers and St Pats Donabate and losing to a very strong Ballyboden St Endas.
Both Intermediates and Juniors were out in Championship action over the weekend of 22-23 April. Inters had a superb win over St
Pats Donabate at Balgriffin on a score line of 3-13 to 1-08 but Juniors came up short against St Brendans at home in Westmanstown
by 0-11 to 0-07 but put in a great effort.
All teams have benefitted this season from the arrival of several new members and of course the advancement of some of our minor
players from last year.
The adult men's section will hold a fundraising Race Night at Westmanstown on Friday July 7th 2017.

Garda Minor Football Team 2017
Throughout the history of the Garda GAA Club, 2017 is the first year the club is
represented on its own in Minor grade in both League and Championship. This
is a proud achievement for the club and it is the culmination of many years of
work at nursery and juvenile level by parents and mentors since the
establishment of Westmanstown Gaels in 2004.
The 2017 Garda Minor Football team is managed by Brian O’Connor and
Seamus Haran and play in Division 4 of the Minor Football League. The Minor
championship is expected to begin towards the end of the summer. This is
built on the success of St. Catherines which was an amalgamation of
Westmanstown Gaels and Érin Go Brágh, where the Minors in the one year won their league and where beaten in the championship
final. The U15 and U16 teams also had a very successful year with the U16s winning their league.

Juvenile Section
U8 & U9 boys Go Games are progressing well with skills
development and participation being the focus.
U11 boys’ team is going well, consisting of a large panel of 34+
players. We have 3 teams playing in a league against clubs all
around Dublin and meeting the larger clubs where we are more
than holding our own.
U12's have just completed their Football grading Blitz matches
which sees them being graded in Div 4 for Football. Hurling Blitz
matches are still being played with Division grading to follow.
The U15 Boys have had a busy beginning to the season starting
back in early January. After losing their first two matches they
have now won all subsequent matches and sit second in the
league nearly at the half way point. The Championship begins in
September.
Dublin Representative panels: 4 at U15 - Luke Curran, Arran
Rice, David Griffin and Jamie McGovern. and 4 at U14 - Scott
Fagan, Daragh McNicholl , Ciaran Murray and Reece Lamphiere .

Communications
We are very conscious of our need to enhance our communications across the club where without Facebook we would be lost. We
have brought together a PRO / Communications Committee under Eugene O’Sullivan club Public Relations Officer and other volunteers over the past two months. We have identified a number of areas where we believe significant improvements can be made to
support this aspect of the club such as; newsletter, branding, website development and support, data controls, governance, and social media. Also upcoming Nursery Video—link due on website shortly.
We are looking to our members for your opinion and feedback on various aspects of the running of the club and will be issuing a link
to a survey monkey in the near future. Please take the time to complete this short survey and help us to improve our club.
We would like to encourage anyone with a little time to spare, to consider giving some of your time to your club. We are all volunteers and derive no benefit from our involvement other than the satisfaction of helping our club, our members (young and old), enjoying the experience, making new friends, and being part of this great Irish tradition ‘The GAA’.
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17th March 2017
St Patrick's Day Parade
17th March 2017 St Patrick's Day Parade
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2017
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1st April 2017
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Easter Camp
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April 2017
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23rd April 2017

Garda Juniors v
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St Brendan’s,
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Round
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29th April 2017
2017

Boys Hurling Féile
Féile

6th May 2017
6th May 2017

10th July 2017

Club Awards and Medals
Club Awards & Medals
Ceremony
Ceremony
Golf Classic
Garda Inters V St Marks TBC
Club Race Night—Men's Adult
SectionWestmanstown Ladies V
Garda
O’Tooles
1st Championship game
GAA Cúl Camp

August
2017
26th
May
2017

GAA Classic
Summer Camp
Golf

9th Sept 2017
23rd June 2017

Family Fun Day
Girls National Féile
including Ticket Draw
and Ladies
Fund Men’s Adult
Club
Race Night
Raiser
SectionCycle Criterion

7th July 2017

Geraldine Culloty, Nursery Co-ordinator

Ladies First League
League Match
Match
Girls Football Féile
Girls Football Féile
Boys Football Féile
Boys Football Féile

18th April 2017
2017

26th May 2017
13th May 2017
7th July 2017
17th May 2017

Nursery

19th October 2017
10th July 2017

Tom Langan Cup—Belfast
Kelloggs GAA Cúl Camp:

August 2017

GAA Summer Camp

9th Sept 2017

Family Fun Day including Ticket
Draw and Ladies Fund Raiser
Cycle Criterion

Summer Camp Registration Details:
to register go to https://www.kelloggsculcamps.gaa.ie/
booking/?county=25

Pitch Development Plans
Our club has applied for Sports Capital Funding grant to
help us erect lights on the 2nd playing pitch. The project
will cost us in the region of €100,000 with work hopefully
beginning in early autumn. Also at present we are reviewing club facilities with an emphasis on dressing
rooms and a hurling wall.
New car park signs have been erected to help with “free
flow” layout. Please take note of signage and drive with
care.

Training every Saturday morning 10-11.30am for children
aged 5 to 8 years. Geraldine runs a well organized and
safe nursery where the emphasis is fun, fitness and
friendships.

Games Promotion Officer
Declan Jennings, GPO
CONTACT DETAILS: 085 800

6101

Facilities
Club Shop: Open every Saturday morning for all Club Gear
10 to 11.30am. The club makes no profit on Club Gear, so
there is real value when buying from the Club.
We have taken the decision to standardise our club gear
across all teams from adult to nursery. In the next few
weeks you will all have the opportunity to wear the same
jerseys, tops, track suit bottoms, training shirts etc. We
believe that this is very important as it helps establish a
club identity.
Club Tuck Shop: Open every Saturday morning. Tea, Coffee,
Hot Chocolate, Bottled Water and Snacks Available.
Astro Pitches available to hire: contact details: Finula at 0879657620.
Regular Pitches: As a small club we are very lucky to have 3
full size pitches to use, 2 at Westmanstown and one in
Beechpark.

