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Standing Orders

In order that the proceedings of the Convention are carried out without delay, the following
Standing Orders will be strictly observed.

1.

The person proposing the Motion/Resolution or Amendment may speak for not
more than five minutes.

2.

All accredited delegates must not exceed three minutes.

3.

The person proposing the Motion/Resolution/Amendment may speak a second time
for not more than 3 minutes.

4.

The chairperson may at any time consider a Motion/Resolution/Amendment has
been sufficiently discussed and call on the proposer for a reply after which a vote
must be taken.

5.

With the consent of the Chairperson, a delegate may move ‘that the question be
now put’ after which the proposer has spoken, a vote must be taken.

6.

Any motion seeking to amend existing bye laws must have a majority equal to two
thirds of those present and entitled to vote and voting.

7.

Standing orders shall not be suspended for the purpose of considering a matter not
on the Clar except by the consent of a majority of two thirds of those present and
entitled to vote

8.

The chairperson may change the order of items on the Clar with the consent of a
simple majority of those present and entitled to vote and voting

9.

A motion may be withdrawn with the permission of the convention.

10.

Voting procedures as per Official Guide.
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2018 MIONTUAIRISCI
Cumann Lúth Chleas Gael Coiste Chontae Mhaigheo Comhthionól Bhliantúil 2018 was held
in Hotel Westport, on De Domhnaigh an 10ú Nollaig 2017.

Apologies from Kilmovee, Moygownagh, The Neale and Toreen.

Chairman Mike Connolly opened the meeting and welcomed the delegates to Westport for
county convention. He asked the secretary to lead us in prayer in remembrance of deceased
members. Vincent asked delegates to remember all from their own clubs who had passed
away during the year and said it was a particularly difficult week for the chairman and two
South Mayo clubs and prayed for those and all the deceased members of the GAA.

Address of Welcome
Cathal O Laimbert Cathaoirleach Naomh Padraig Cathar Na Mart welcomed the delegates
to Westport for convention and members of the press and wished them well. He thanked all
who had supported Westport in their run to the All Ireland Intermediate Club final and said
that it had been a great year for the club.

Óráid an Uachtaráin
P.J.McGrath was unable to attend but his address was read by the chairman of the Kilmaine
Club Dave O Loughlin who wished P.J. a speedy recovery.He congratulated our senior
footballers on reaching another All Ireland final. The players who received All Stars and Andy
Moran footballer of the year,the two Mayo referees on the national panel Jarome Henry
and Liam Devenney who continue to make progress. He wished his successor Tom Maughan
and the Board well in the year ahead.

Standing Orders
Standing Orders were adopted on the proposal of Craig Middleton- Claremorris and
seconded by Dermot Butler – Crossmolina.
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Óráid an Cathaoirleach
Micheál Ó Conghaile in his address as Cathaoirleach of the Coiste mentioned the following:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

A year of joy and heartbreak with our senior footballers
The payments and the huge challenge of running the organisation.
The Coaching improvements. Cúl Camps and insurance.
Thanked all team liaison officers. Teams and managements. Outgoing officers
and clubs. Hurling and J.P.Coen.
The great work being done by the sub committees. He thanked the treasurer for
his level of detail in his accounts and he said that finance is a huge portfolio now.
The success of Westport and Lahardane. Comórtas Peil and Tour Mhic Éadaigh.
He announced that it is the intention of the Board that clubs will take a share of
Cúl Camps next year.
He thanked his fellow officers and their families, Ml. Cummins the Press, , the
Clubs and delegates and Hotel Westport.

Minutes
The minutes of the previous convention were adopted on the proposal of Gerry Burke –
Breaffy and seconded by Richard Cosgrove – Kiltane.

Matters Arising
There were no matters arising.
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Tuairisc an Rúnaí
An Rúnaí covered all the main events of the year.

1.

Performance of the Senior Team in reaching another All Ireland Final and the great
run through the championship and the drama right at the finish. The pressures as
usual for All Ireland tickets. The bitter disappointment of loosing that final by a point.
The naming of Andy Moran as senior Footballer of the year and the All Star awards
for Andy, Chris Barrett, Keith Higgins, Colm Boyle, Aiden O Shea and goalkeeper
David Clarke for his second in a row.

2.

Aiden O Shea captaining Ireland in the International rules series and Brendan
Harrison and Chris Barrett being part of the squad.

3.

John Hopkins as PRO Connacht Council.

4.

The visit of Ard Stiúrthóir to County Board meeting

5.

The Sub Committees.

6.

Club championships and success of Westport in All Ireland Intermediate Final and
Lahardane in Connacht. The success of Ballinrobe Community School and Our Ladies
Belmullet in capturing All Ireland titles and Tour Mhic Éadaigh on hosting All Ireland
Comórtas.

7.

The Sponsors

8.

The great work being done by the Volunteers for club and county.

9.

The future, The introduction of the Super Eights and the impact on clubs.

He thanked the staff at MacHale Park the divisional secretaries. The Connacht Council office,
Croke Park, the Club Officers and his family and his fellow County Board officers. Also all
those who helped out in any way in MacHale Park.
In conclusion he thanked all managers and officers that he had worked with over the past
five years and as he leaves office he wished his successor and the Board well. He said it was
a great five years for the county on the fields of play but that there had been some difficult
moments along the way.

The Runai’s report was adopted on the proposition of Sean MacEil – Cnoc Mór and
seconded by Frank Keane – Hollymount / Carramore.
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Tuairisc an Chisteoir
The Cisteoir Caoimhin O Tutháil reported a surplus of €203,000 for the year up well on the
previous year. He said that clubs would receive a dividend of €650 out of championship
gates.
Caoimhin paid tribute to the Accountant - Michael McHugh, Auditor Mary McDermott Our
Sponsors, The Gatemen, and all the Clubs of the County for the great work they have done
throughout the year. He also thanked Willie McGee, Tommie Goonan and Tommie Maloney,
who organised the Golf Classics and those who pay for signs around MacHale Park. He
thanked all those who had in any way helped him as treasurer including his own family and
staff. He told clubs that they must submit their accounts to the Board.
The Treasurer’s Report was adopted on the proposition of Kevin Maheady – Killala and
seconded by Ian Mac Aindriu – Beal an Mhuiread.
The treasurer answered questions from delegates on his report.

All other reports were adopted proposed by Craig Middleton – Claremorris and seconded by
Eamonn Howley – Crossmolina.
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Toghachán na hOifígí

The following Officers were returned for 2017. Proposed by Padraig Prendergast – Ballina
Stephenites seconded by Kevin Maheady – Killala.
Patrún/Padraic Ó Maolduin/Cathair na Márt
(Patron)
Uachtarán/Tomás Ó Maugháin/Na Stiophanaí Beal An Atha
(President)
Cathaoirleach/Micheal Ó Conghaile/Maolla- Ceathrú Mór
(Chairman)
Leas-Cathaoirleach/Seamús Ó Thúaigh/Breaghbhuigh
(Vice Chairman)
Rúnaí/Diarmúid dé Búitlear/Crois Mhaoilina

(Secretary)
Rúnaí Cunta/Ronan Ó Ciarráin/Na Daibheidí
Assistant Secretary)
Cisteoir/Caoimhin Ó Tutháil/Tuáir Mhíc Éadaigh
(Treasurer)
Cisteoir Cunta/Gearóid Mác Aódha/Maolla- Ceathrú Mór
(Assistant Treasurer)
Oifigeach Caidreamh Poibli/Pól Ó Cuinneáin/Na Daibheidí
(Public Relations Officer)
Ard Comhairle /Sean Mac Éil/Cnoc Mór
(Central Council Delegate)
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Comhairle Chonnacht 1/Padraic Mac Niochlais/Coillte Mach
(Connacht Council Delegate)
Comhairle Chonnacht 2/Gearoid Dé Burcá/Breaghbhuigh
(Connacht Council Delegate)
Oifigeach Leanaí
(Children’s Officer)
Oifigeach Cultúra/Seamús Mác Giobúin/Leathardán
(Cultural Officer)
Oifigeach Forbartha/Liam Ó Ceallaigh/Cill Miodhna
(Development Officer)
Oifigeach Oiliuna/Liam Ó Mofait/Crois Mhaoilina
(Coaching Officer)

Padraig Prendergast spoke a few words on incoming President Tom Maughan and said that
he has been involved since 1967 as a player selector and officer. Tom himself spoke of the
honour it is for him to be chosen as President. He thanked his club and the North Board for
nominating him and wished PJ McGrath well.
The secretary was elected after a vote between himself and Ronan Kirrane.
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Ruin 2018

That the Kelly Cup competition be played at the beginning of the season Baile
an Tobair (Refer to CCC)
1.

That in the event of teams being level in all knockout championship games in
both hurling and football including relegation games extra time would be played
with the exception of County Finals Coillte Magh (Carried)
2.

In the interest of player welfare all championship “knock-out” games,
excluding final, ending in a draw should continue to include two periods of extra
time.
Garrymore (Withdrawn)
3.

4.

RESTRUCTURING OF MAYO SENIOR FOOTBALL LEAGUES 2018.
That Mayo Senior Leagues be restructured as follows
Division 1:

16 teams in 2 groups of 8 Section A and Section B

Division 2:

16 teams in 2 groups of 8 Section A and SectionB

Division 3:

17 teams in 2 groups an 8 and a 9 Section A and Section B

Division 4 and 5 The remaining 24 teams as per 2017 League be divided into 2
Divisions depending on entries received from clubs that have a 2 nd or 3rd team
FORMAT for completion of Leagues
Division 1. Quarter Finals

Division 2 Quarter Finals

Division 3 Quarter Finals

1A

v

4B

1A

v

4B

1A

v

2B

2A

v

3B

2A

v

3B

2A

v

3B

3A

v

2B

3A

v

2B

3A

v

2B

4A

v

1B

4A

v

1B

4A

v

3B

Semi Finals in Division 1, 2 and 3: Open draw
Final winners win League. With both finalists promoted from Division 2 to division 1
etc
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RELEGATION DIVISIONs 1 & 2
5A v 8B

semi Finals

6A v 7B

losers of 1,2,3,4 play off

7A v 6B

with both losers of those games relegated

8A v 5B
Promotion & Relegation Division 3
Finalists promoted to Division 2 : Bottom 2 teams relegated
Relegation Division 3
Preliminary Round; Winner safe
5A v9B
Quarter Finals Losers 2,3,4,5 play off with losers relegated
Winner 1 v 8B 8. 6A v 7 B
7A
v
6B
8A
v
5B
DIVISIONS 4 & 5 CCC to decide with a similar format when entries are received
DIVISION 1

DIVISION 2

DIVISION 3

Breaffy

Islandeady

Louisburgh

Knockmore

Bohola Moy Davitts

Bonniconlon

Castlebar Mitchels

Kilmaine

Castlebar Mitchels B

Aghamore

Ardnaree

Swinford

Ballintubber

Belmullet

Kilmeena

Garrymore

The Neale

Knockmore

Crossmolina DR

Ballinrobe

Ballycastle

Claremorris

Mayo Gaels

Tuar Mac Eadaigh

Hollymount Carramore Shrule GC

Killala

Charlestown

Balla

Cill Chomain

Davitts

Burrishoole

Ballina Stephenites B

Ballaghderreen

Lahardane

Crossmolina DR B

Ballina Stephenites

Ardagh

Ballintubber B

Kiltimagh

Ballyhaunis

Davitts B
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Westport

Achill

Charlestown B

Kiltane

Parke KC

Kilmovee Shamrocks

Westport B
Clubs in bold suggested Section A
Division 4

Division 5

Kilfian

Ballaghderreen B

Garrymore

Belmullet B

Eastern Gaels

Bonniconlon B

Hollymount Carramore B

Castlebar Mitchels C

Ballycroy

Moygownagh

Aghamore B

Balla B

Breaffy B

Islandeady B

Ardnaree B

Lacken

Claremorris B

Knockmore C

Kiltimagh B

Mayo Gaels B

Swinford B

Ardagh B

Bohola Moy Davitts B

Aghamore C & Shrule G.C.B.

Baile atha hAmhnais (Lost)
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Similar motion to Ballyhaunis but the groupings would be the same as 2018
status ie 16 Senior in Division 1, 16 Intermediate Division in 2 and 16 Junior in
Division 3 but not linked to Championship (CCC) (Withdrawn)

5.

The format and structure of the league would be kept for the 2018 season
and not changed to accommodate the new inter county championship
Coillte Magh (Withdrawn)
6.

That in order to provide summer football for club players, league games be
played in the months of June, July and August in agreement with the Mayo CCC and
the management of the Mayo Senior Team. Na Daibheidi (Withdrawn)

7.

8.

The U-21 Grade would be now U-20 Grade similar to Intercounty (CCC)
(Withdrawn)

9.

Mayo Senior League rules for 2018 the following would be included
For every concession in 2018 leagues they would lose one home advantage
commencing with the first home league game for 2019. (CCC) (Withdrawn)

10.

Poc Fada: That the National Poc Fada underage hurling (and camogie)

competition goes from Under-16 to Under-17 for 2018 onwards, to fall into line with
National underage policies. An Tuarain (Withdrawn)
That the Connacht GAA Inter-Club Underage Hurling competition goes from
an Under-16 competition to an Under-17 competition to fall in with National
underage guidelines. An Tuarain (Withdrawn)
11.

12. Rules of Hurling: When the ball crosses the side-line between the end line and
the 20 metre line, the resulting line-ball is taken from the intersection of the 20
metre line and the side-line. (No line balls inside the 20 metre line for either
attacking or defending teams. No advantage to any team to have a line ball in the
corner of the field) An Tuarain (Rules)
That new rule would be an amendment and inserted into the present Hurling
Rule 2 2.8
(SetPlay).
Hurling Rule 2.8 (Set Play). " When a team plays the ball over the sideline , a free
puck from the ground shall be awarded to the opposing team at the place where the
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ball crossed the sideline. Exception : When a ball crosses the sideline between the
endline and the 20 metre line, the resulting sideline puck is then taken from the
intersection of the 20 metre line and the sideline. If opposing players play the ball
simultaneously over the sideline , or if the officials are not sure which team played
the ball last, the referee, facing the players, shall throw in the ball between one
player from each team, 13 metres from the sideline and directly in field from where
the ball crossed the sideline except where the ball has crossed the sideline between
the endline and the 20 metre line when the throw-in is then on the 20 metre line.
A ball that strikes a sideline or corner flag shall be treated as having crossed the
sideline. A player on the team awarded a sideline puck shall place the ball on the
sideline at the place indicated by the linesman. All players except the player taking
the sideline puck, or the two players contesting the throw-in , shall be at least 13
metres from the ball until it is struck or thrown in.
If a player taking a sideline puck fails to strike the ball at the first attempt, he shall
not delay in making a second attempt. Only when the player delays his second
attempt to strike the ball may a player from either side approach nearer than 13
metres." An Tuarain (Out of order no Rule change this year)

That Ambulance personnel be on the side-line of the pitch for all major
games at McHale Park Baile an Tobair (Recommondation)

12.

That Ambulance personnel be paid from the gate receipts before they leave
the grounds Baile an Tobair (Out of order)

13.

That the County Board give the clubs their share of gate receipts for 2017
Baile an Tobair (Done)

14.

Propose that the gate from each club’s home championship group stage
game be collected & retained by the home club. The game which is held at the
neutral venue to be collected & retained by Mayo County Board. Garrai Mor
(Withdrawn)

15.

That all second level colleges football competition be completed by the 17 th
of March and all colleges Hurling competition be completed by April the 1st each year
Bealach an Doirin (Out of order)
16.

That all 3rd level Colleges Football competitions be completed by January 31 st
and all 3rd level colleges Hurling competitions be completed by February 1 4th in a
calendar year Bealach an Doirin (Out of Order)
17.
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If a County reaches the last eight of the All Ireland Football Championship
their respective Club representatives receive a bye into the provincial club Semi
Finals Connacht
Bealach an Doirin (Withdrawn)
18.

That the levy paid by clubs for the Mayo Post Primary schools be given to the
Mayo Post Primary Schools'committee on 1st September annually ie the beginning
of the school year. (Baile Cruaich) (Matter for County Board)
19.

That the schools levy be paid to the schools on September the 1st Annually, ie
at the start of the School year
(Mayo Post Primary Schools Committee) (Out of order)
21.
That the levy paid by clubs for the Mayo Post Primary schools be given to the
Mayo Post Primary Schools'committee on 1st September annually ie the beginning
of the school. Cill Chomain (Matter for County Board)
20.

That submission of senior inter-county hurling and football injury data, to the
national GAA injury database, be compulsory for County Boards.
(Crois Mhaolina) (Carried)
22.

That a higher proportion of All Ireland tickets be allocated to the
participating counties. (Na Misteali Caisleain an Bharraigh)
(Recommondation)

23.

“ In order to relieve pressure, perceived or otherwise, on appointed
Referees for All Ireland Football Semi Finals and Finals, we propose that the
said appointed officials come from provinces outside the participating
counties in each years football semi-finals and finals, and we further propose
that the Central Referees appointments committee when appointing said
referees investigate so far as possible, that the referees have no business,
social or personal contacts with players and/or officials of the All Ireland
football semi-finals and final participating counties” (Cill Mhobhi)
(Withdrawn)

24.

Amended bye-laws to be accepted (Coiste Bainisti) (Need further
amendments and then be put before Co. Board)

25.

After the motions presentations were made to outgoing secretary Vincent Neary and
outgoing Coaching Officer Padraig Carolan by the incoming President Tom Maughan.
That concluded the business.
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Secretary’s Report 2018
Tuarascáil an Runaí
2018
This was my first year as Runaí of Coiste Chontae Mhaigheo and it was certainly an eventful
one to say the least. As 2018 draws to a close, Mayo are no nearer on achieving their goal of
winning Sam Maguire. We as a County found ourselves in the headlines on All-Ireland Final
weekend for all the wrong reasons. After a disappointing campaign we exited the
Championship against Kildare in Newbridge. Stephen Rochford stepped down as Manager of
the Senior team and we now have James Horan back at the helm for 2019 and beyond. I
would like to thank Stephen and his backroom for all the effort they put in over the last
number of years. Some of the comments, on social media, directed at the County Board
surrounding the departure of Stephen were totally unnecessary and were by what I would
call faceless people who did not know the full facts.

At the outset I would like to sincerely thank my wife Sarah for all her support and patience
throughout the year.
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FBD
Our opening game in the FBD League against Galway on the 7th of January was postponed at
the last minute due to a frozen pitch, not an ideal situation for the large crowd that was in
attendance, but in relation to player safety it was the right call. Our first outing so, was on
Wednesday the 10th of January when Leitrim were the visitors to McHale Park. The weather
for this fixture was dreadful and underfoot conditions were muddy to say the least. Leitrim
came away with a point and they were duly jubilant at the end. Friday the 12 th of January
saw Mayo take on Galway in McHale Park in the re-arranged fixture. Conditions again were
dreadful and Galway triumphed on a night that was only fit for ducks. The damage done to
the pitch would take nearly the remainder of the year to repair. Mayo headed to the Hyde
on Sunday the 14th of January, a game that was played in Siberian like conditions with
Roscommon taking the spoils by three points. Our final FBD League game saw us taking on
Sligo in James Stephens Park Ballina on Sunday the 21st of January. Mayo had a more
familiar look to it and won out on a score line of 1-10 to 11points.

Allianz League
Mayo opened their 2018 League campaign away to Monaghan on Sunday the 28 th of
January. The first half was evenly matched with both teams going in 7 points apiece at half
time. In the end, a game that had ebbed and flowed all day came down to a single decision.
With the game deep in injury time Monaghan were very unlucky not to be awarded a free
close to Mayo’s goal, Mayo won possession and moved the ball up field and up stepped
Paddy Durcan to score a wonder point and land the precious 2 League points.
Our second outing in the League was on Saturday night the 3 rd of February where Kerry
were the visitors to McHale Park. In front of an attendance of 11,500 Mayo failed miserably
to back up their opening round victory and instead played second fiddle all evening to Kerry.
The teams were level on three occasions, lastly when Jason Doherty kicked the first point of
the second half from a free. Worryingly for Mayo we scored only 1 point from play in the
second half and overall only scored 2 points from open play, we did however score two
goals. Kerry ran out easy winners. The two talking points from the game were Mayo’s inept
performance and Kerry’s new gold jersey.
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In round 3 on the 11th of February Mayo travelled to Salthill to take on Galway. This was a
bad tempered game which saw the O’Connor brothers, Cillian and Diarmuid receive red
cards. As a result of a melee in the second half, Mayo Selector Tony McEntee would receive
an 8 week ban. Galway won the game on a score line of 1-13 to 11 points. The only Mayo
attacker that scored from open play was Diarmuid O’Connor which again was a cause for
concern.
Round 4 of the League saw Mayo face Dublin in McHale Park on Saturday the 24 th of
February. A crowd in excess of 15,000 turned up to see a repeat of the 2017 All-Ireland final.
The loudest cheer of the night was the return to action of Lee Keegan. Mayo fans hoping
that we could turn the tables on the Dubs were left disappointed as Dublin controlled the
game from start to finish. Dublin went in 5 points up at half time. Mayo squandered many
second half chances. Dublin won the game on a score line of 2-10 to 12 points a score line
that flattered Mayo, who failed to score from play for the entire second half. Improvement
would be needed if Mayo were to maintain their Division 1 status.

The bad weather meant that our round 5 game with Kildare in Newbridge was postponed by
a week until March the 11th. After 3 agonising defeats Mayo finally got back to winning ways
with a 7 point victory against Kildare, 1-19 to 1-12. The win meant that Mayo had
(temporarily at least) eased their relegation worries. This was Mayo’s best League
performance of the campaign and many felt that the tide was finally turning in the right
direction.
Round 6 saw Mayo take on Tyrone in McHale Park on Sunday the 18 th of March. Mayo went
into the game with high expectations but were quickly brought back down to earth. Tyrone
raced into a 7 point lead by the 30th minute (8 points to 1). Tyrone led by 8 points to 3 at
half time but goals at the start and end of the second half meant Tyrone won easily on a
score line of 2-14 to 8 points. It was a day when things went from bad to worse for Mayo
with the dismissal of Colm Boyle to 2 yellow cards and a black card for Andy Moran. Lee
Keegan was carried off with a serious shoulder injury and Cillian O’Connor limped off with
hamstring trouble. Many of the Mayo faithful had left the ground early as the Mayo
performance was disappointing and many wondered what would be in store against
Donegal the following week where Mayo would need at least a point to survive in Division 1
in 2019.
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The final League game of the year saw Mayo travel to Ballybofey on Sunday the 25 th of
March to take on Donegal, on a pitch that Donegal had been unbeaten on in League and
Championship in over 8 years. Both teams knew that a win would guarantee their Division 1
status for 2019. Mayo started the brightest and squandered a number of goal chances.
Mayo were guilty of handling errors in the first half and Donegal eventually got to grips with
us. Donegal led 9 points to 6 at half time. Entering the final stages of the game Donegal led
by 2 points and Mayo were staring Division 2 Football in the eye. Up stepped Eoin
O’Donoghue to score a wonder point and leave the minimum between the sides. From the
resulting kick out Donegal worked the ball up to Paddy McBrearty who looked sure to
secure the win for Donegal but he dropped the ball short into David Clarke’s hands. With
time almost up Mayo moved the ball up field to Kevin McLoughlin and he scored an
absolute beauty, from distance, to level the game. The referee blew the final whistle to send
the Mayo team (including yours truly) and the supporters into joyous frenzy. Mayo had
survived in Division 1 by the skin of their teeth and while everyone left Ballybofey in
buoyant mood it was evident that if Mayo were to progress in the Championship, much
improvement would be needed.

Championship.
Mayo began their 2018 Championship on Sunday the 13th of May in McHale Park against our
old foes, Galway. There was a lot of hype leading into the game and the crowd, in excess of
30,000 were not disappointed. The teams were level on several occasions and it took a goal
from Galway’s Johnny Heaney deep in injury time to clinch victory for the Tribesmen on a
score line of 1-12 to 12 points. This was Galway’s third consecutive Championship victory
over Mayo. This meant that Mayo would not play in a Provincial decider for a third year
running. The last time that happened was 40 years ago. Mayo played the majority of the
game with 14 men after Diarmuid O’Connor was red carded and this had a huge bearing on
the game. The loss of Tom Parsons to a horrific knee injury didn’t help Mayo’s cause. Tom is
wished a continued recovery and it’s everyone’s hope that he returns to action for Mayo in
2019. Mayo would set off down the qualifier route once again.
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Mayo’s first game in the qualifiers against Limerick took place at the Gaelic Grounds on
Saturday the 9th of June. There was a large Mayo crowd in attendance and they gave Tom
Parsons a standing ovation when he entered the ground. The game itself was very one sided
with Mayo winning easily on a score line of 5-19 to 3-7. Mayo had 18 scores from open play
with Cillian O’Connor contributing 3-9 to became the County’s top scorer of all time. Mayo
people left the ground in high spirits hoping that Mayo had turned the corner.
Tipperary were Mayo’s next opposition in the qualifiers on Saturday the 23rd of June in
Semple Stadium. Again there was a large Mayo gathering among the 11,500 spectators that
turned up on a very warm evening in Thurles. The score line of 1-19 to 1-11slightly flattered
Mayo. Tipp led by 1-11 to 11 points with 52 minutes gone and were good value for their
lead but then James Durcan stepped up and scored a speculative goal to send Mayo on their
way. It was a hard fought victory, with the loss of Seamus O’Shea to a shoulder not helping
our cause.
Next up for Mayo was a trip to Newbridge to take on Kildare on Saturday the 30th of June.
This game was originally fixed for Croke Park but the Kildare County Board dug their heels in
and insisted that the game be played in Newbridge as they were drawn first out of the hat.
Croke Park Officials had to give in to Kildare’s demands and I for one think that Kildare were
absolutely right to take the stance they did. As throw in approached the large Mayo
attendance were hoping for an improved performance and hoping for a win. Alas that was
not to be and Mayo lost by 21 points to 19. When Mayo went for the gas in the final ten
minutes they found the tank was empty. The late surge that we had come to expect from
this team did not materialise and Mayo were out of the Championship. This was the first
time since 2010 that Mayo would have failed to progress to the semi-final stage of the
Championship.

There was much speculation in the following number of weeks as to whether Stephen
Rochford would remain on as Manager. Three of his backroom team Donie Buckley, Tony
McEntee and Peter Burke stepped down in the days after the defeat to Kildare. As time
went on Stephen indicated that he was staying on only to step down as he felt had had not
received the backing of the Executive Committee. There were numerous comments in the
media including social media. As I’ve said at the start of this report some of the comments
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on social media, directed at the County Board, were totally unnecessary and were made by
people who did not know the full facts. It never ceases to amaze me that Mayo continually
wash their “dirty linen” in public, would Dublin or Kerry do the same, I doubt it very much. I
would again like to thank Stephen and his backroom team for the effort they put in over the
last 3 years. Attention now turned to who would be Mayo’s next Manager, two men put
their names forward namely James Horan and Mike Solan. Mike withdrew his name prior to
any interviews taking place which paved the way for James Horan to return as Manager. It
was very encouraging to see James bring on board a backroom team entirely made up of
Mayo people. I’m sure you will join with me in wishing James, his backroom and the team
itself all the best for 2019.

Junior Team
The Mayo Juniors started their campaign at the beginning of May with a win against a highly
fancied Roscommon outfit in McHale Park. This was a hugely entertaining game and those
of us lucky to be there will not forget the exploits of sub Goalkeeper Mattie Flanagan playing
as a “fly goalie” and Ciaran Boylan’s injury time goal that clinched victory for Mayo on a
score line of 2-15 to 1-17. This win set Mayo up for a semi-final clash against Leitrim in
Carrick-on-Shannon. After the excitement of the Roscommon game Mayo never looked in
danger in this game and won it by 17 points to 8. This set up a Connacht Final pairing of
Mayo and Galway. Galway established an early lead and led by 1-4 to a point after 15
minutes. Mayo, to their credit, never let their heads drop and kept plugging away. Mid-way
through the second half Galway led by 1-9 to 7 points. Midfielder Sean Walsh fisted a goal
that breathed new life into Mayo and set up a grand stand finish, however it wasn’t to be
and Galway won by the narrowest of margins on a score line of 1-11 to 1-10.
Three games in 11 days did nothing to help Mayo’s cause. Galway’s first outing in the
competition was the final itself. Great credit is due to the Junior team and their
Management for the way in which they conducted themselves during their campaign. It was
very refreshing to see that Management instil a sense of pride in the team, that Club comes
first. Players wore their Club jersey’s to training which was good to see.
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The panel consisted of 35 players representing 18 different clubs. The team were managed
by Jarlath Trench, Peadar Flynn, Cormac Gordon and Martin Trench.

U-20’s
This year saw the new U-20 Inter-County Championship commence and Mayo’s first outing
in the competition was against Leitrim in Castlebar on Saturday the 9 th of June. A small
crowd of around 500 people turned up to watch the game. Mayo won the game on a score
line of 1-24 to 1-3. A feature of the game was the performance of Ross Egan at full forward.
He scored 11 points in the game that included accurate free taking and scores from either
foot. Mayo now progressed to a Connacht Final appearance against old rivals Roscommon.
Roscommon entered the Connacht Final as favourites having beaten a highly fancied Galway
team in the semi-final. Mayo however hadn’t read the script and turned in a wonderful
display to win the game on a score line of 3-16 to 1-6. Mayo were the hungrier team
throughout. Ryan O’Donoghue , the team Captain, turned in a man of the match display.
Mayo played against a stiff breeze in the first half and led by 1-5 to 1-3 at the break. Mayo
took complete control in the second half and in the end they won easily. There were joyous
celebrations at the final whistle and our thoughts were now focused on the All-Ireland semifinal against Derry.
Mayo headed to Carrick-on-Shannon for a show down with Derry in the All-Ireland semifinal. Mike Solan’s charges turned in a display full of composure, skill and a never say die
attitude to overcome Derry on a score of 2-14 to 2-11. Mayo were full value for their victory.
Oisin McLoughlin put in a man of the match performance at wing back but there were many
other hero’s for Mayo on the day. This was Mayo’s stiffest encounter of the campaign. Derry
threw everything they had at Mayo in the second half and coming to the final few minutes
the game was still in the balance but up stepped Tommy Conroy to score 2 vital points at
the end of the game to seal victory. The final whistle sounded to spark jubilant scenes as
Mayo celebrated an historic victory.
Sunday August the 5th saw a Mayo team run out in Croke Park for an All-Ireland final but not
the final that Mayo people had hoped for. This time it was the Mayo U-20 team that ran out
to play Kildare in the inaugural U-20 Football final. It was a pairing that few would have
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predicted but both teams were there on merit. Kildare hit the ground running and were well
in front (1-10 to 7 points) before Mayo Captain Ryan O’Donoghue went on a scorching run
to put the ball in the back of the net. The two man Kildare full forward line of Hyland and
McLoughlin were causing serious damage and Mayo found it difficult to contain them. They
would go on to score 1-12 of Kildares total. Mayo lost Johnny Maughan to a head injury
early on and this did not help Mayo’s cause. Mayo to their credit never let their heads drop.
Heading down the home stretch Mayo were dealt another blow as Jordan Flynn received a
red card for an unfortunate incident involving the referee. Try as they might Mayo could not
get the scores they needed and when referee Niall Cullen blew the final whistle Kildare were
deserving winners.
Mike Solan and his backroom team can be very proud of this young team who did
everything that was asked of them. I have no doubt that many of these lads will have a
bright future in the Green and Red. I want to thank Mike and his backroom team for the
tremendous effort they put in this year and for the excitement they gave us. Losing finals is
never easy and I hope the young lads learn from the experience and drive on.
Hurling
The Mayo Senior Hurlers began their League Campaign with a 10 point victory against
Donegal in Ballina. Mayo were pitted against Armagh in Round 2 of the League and won by
3-15 to 2-13. Mayo were away to Derry in Round 3 of the League and maintained their
100% winning start with victory on a sore of 13 points to10. In Round 4 of the League Mayo
welcomed Wicklow to Ballina and won on a sore line of 1-22 to 2-16 thereby qualifying for
the Division 2B League final. In a dress rehearsal for the League Final, Mayo travelled to
Portferry to take on Down. Mayo played a very much understrength team and lost on a
score line of 3-19 to 14 points. Mayo travelled to Breffni Park in Cavan to take on Down in
the League Final. Mayo triumphed on a score line of 1-15 to 14 points. It was a remarkable
transformation for Mayo Hurlers who had to beat Roscommon in a Division 2B playoff to
retain their status for 2018.
In the Christy Ring Cup Mayo travelled to Aughrim to take on Wicklow, hoping for a win as
they had beaten the same opposition earlier in the League. Mayo were without a few
players including Keith Higgins who had returned to the football squad. Wicklow won by 123 | P a g e

20 to 2-11. Keith returned to the Hurling squad for the game against Kildare in Ballina but
again Mayo were left disappointed and lost by 2-14 to 1-15. Mayo travelled to Athleague to
take on Roscommon in a game which would decide which team would be playing Christy
Ring or Nicky Rackard Hurling in 2019. Unfortunately for Mayo they will be playing in the
latter after Roscommon won by a score line of 1-17 to 11 points. It was a disappointing end
to the season for Derek Walsh’s charges but they can look back with pride on a successful
2018 having captured the League title. I would like to thank Derek and his management
team for their work during the year.
It was also a good year for our U-16 County Development squad who captured the AllIreland B title, well done to all involved.
On the Club scene I want to congratulate Tooreen on capturing the Senior A Championship,
Senior A League and U-21 titles and to Castlebar who captured the Senior B Championship
and Senior B League.
Tooreen would go on to contest the Connacht Intermediate Club final against Oranmore
Maree from Galway. The Galway Champions were too strong for Tooreen on the day.
County Competitions
Our Senior and Intermediate Club Championships commenced in early April. Clubs would
have to wait until the end of August to recommence the Championship. Castlebar Mitchels
were going for four in a row and were many people’s favourites to win the Moclair Cup
however Ballintubber had different ideas. It took two epic games to separate them at the
semi-final stage with Ballintubber coming out on top. This set up a final pairing of
Ballintubber and Breaffy in the County Senior Final on Saturday the 20th of October.
Ballintubber came out on top.
The Intermediate Championship got underway in early April and recommenced in late
August. The final was played prior to the Senior final and paired Béal an Mhuirthead against
Burrishoole. Béal an Mhuirthead came out on top in a one sided final to spark celebrations
that would continue in the Barony of Erris for nearly a week.
The Junior Championship got underway in late April and continued to be played over the
summer months. The Junior A final was played on the 30th of September and pitted Balla
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against Achill. Balla came out on top in a close encounter. The Junior B Championship was
won by Westport B who defeated Kiltimagh B in the final. Louisburgh B won the Junior C
Championship overcoming Parke/Keelogues/Crimlin in the final.
Both Balla and Béal anMhuirthead would bow out of the Connacht Football Championship
at the semi-final stage in respective competitions. Ballintubber fared better and duly
qualified for the Connacht Club Football final against the reigning All-Ireland Club
Champions, Corofin. Corofin put in a strong second half display to retain their Connacht Club
Crown.
The Michael Walsh Leagues commenced in early May with Charlestown Sarsfields winning
the Senior title. There were numerous problems encountered in the Intermediate League
and this was due to the involvement of Junior Clubs in the competition and this led to
numerous games not been played. I believe the best solution to this problem is to have a
separate Junior section in the competition for 2019.
Ballaghaderreen won the County Cup defeating Ballintubber in the final.
At the time of writing this report, the U-21 Club Football Championship was not completed.
Comortás Péil na Gaeltachta
Béal an Mhuirthead hosted this year’s competition in mid-April. Béal an Mhuirthead won
the Senior final beating near neighbours Kiltane in the final. Cill Chomain overcame CLG Ácla
in the Junior final. I wish to convey my gratitude to the organising committee and Béal an
Mhuirthead for hosting the event.
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Connacht Colleges
Rice College Westport captured the Connacht Colleges A title with a hard fought victory
against St Attracta’s from Tubbercurry.This was Rice College’s first ever title at this grade.
Rice College went on to play Naas CBS in the All-Ireland semi-final and won on a score-line
of 13 points to 1-7. The students were jubilant at the final whistle becoming the first Mayo
College to qualify for the Hogan Cup final in 21 years. On Saturday the 7 th of April Rice
College took on St Ronan’s of Lurgan in the final in Croke Park. Unfortunately for Rice
College it was not to be their day and they lost the game by the narrowest of margins 1-10
to 1-9. They were understandably disappointed but they along with their Mentors can be
very proud of their achievements this year.
St Nathy’s Ballaghaderreen captured the Connacht Colleges B Football Championship
beating Scoil Mhuire Strokestown in the final. The teams were level at full time and an injury
goal in extra time helped St Nathys to victory. St Nathys would go on to play Lucan CBS in
the semi-final which they won on a score-line of 1-11 to 2-7. The B Final was played on the
7th of April in Croke Park prior to the Hogan Cup Final. St Nathys were hoping to emulate the
team of 2000, that included Andy Moran, who won the B title. It wasn’t to be for the
Ballaghaderreen outfit as they were well beaten on the day by Holy Trinity College from
Cookstown on a score-line of 19 points to 1-6. St Nathys and their Management can be
proud of their exploits in 2018.
Scór
Three Clubs from Mayo won titles at the Connacht Senior Scór Finals, Aghamore won both
the Set Dancing and Instrumental Music section while Claremorris took the honours in the
quiz section. Mayo won the trophy for the best County. Aghamore went on to win an AllIreland title which was a great achievement.
Achill won the Instrumental Music section in the Connacht Scór na nÓg finals.
I wish to compliment James Gibbons our Cultural Officer who has the unenviable task of
trying to keep the Scór flag flying in Mayo. There are limited Clubs taking part in the Senior
Scór competition and I believe that we should all play a part in keeping this very important
aspect of the Association alive.
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Sub Committees
Our sub committees continue to work tirelessly behind the scenes to keep things moving
smoothly. The CCC, under Chairman Seamus Tuohy, have the unenviable task of arranging
fixtures and dealing with discipline issues. The CCC can be justifiably proud of their efforts
throughout the year. The League and Championship were played more or less as scheduled.
It is difficult to accommodate all Clubs requests but the CCC try and meet most Clubs needs.
Thanks to Seamus and the committee for a job well done.
The Hearings Committee under Mattie Joe Connolly as Chairman and Tod O’Mahony as
Secretary go about their business with the utmost of efficiency. They are always available at
short notice and I thank each and every one of them.
Liam Moffatt took over as coaching Officer this year and he has worked tirelessly all year in
the area of Coaching development throughout the County. Liam together with our
Chairman, Mike Connolly, have revolutionised the way our Academy teams are coached. A
lot of former County players are now involved with the various Academy teams and we will
see the fruits of their endeavours over the coming years. It is a programme that we probably
should have embarked on a number of years ago but alas we didn’t. The Academy Manager
is Austin O’Malley who along with Liam, met with the various Coaches throughout the year
to discuss their progress and see what changes needed to be made. All four Divisions were
met and progress reports given to each Board. Billy McNicholas and his team are to be
complimented for their efforts throughout the year.
Willie Kelly, our Development Officer, continues to offer advice to Clubs in relation to Club
grants, ground safety and I thank him for all his work.
Paul Cunnane, our PRO, and his committee continue to keep the Mayo faithful up to date
with what’s going on in GAA circles. The live streaming of our Championship games proved
to be a major success this year. Well done to Paul and all those involved.
Paddy McNicholas and Gerry Burke continue to represent our interests at the Connacht
Council table while the ever young Sean MacÉil does his part for the County as our Central
Council delegate. Thanks to all three for their work throughout the year.
Vincent Neary took on the role of Children’s Officer this year and he has done an excellent
job in looking after youth affairs for the County. The GAA have now launched a new Code of
Practice in relation to underage players, I would encourage each Club to read this
document.
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Bord na nÓg, under Chairman Con Moynihan and Secretary Ronan Kirrane, as always had a
busy year and I thank them both and their Committee for ensuring our youngsters had
plenty of competitive action throughout the season.
To Michael Daly, Referees Co-ordinator, and all our referees and umpires I thank you one
and all for the sometimes difficult job you all do.
Our Health and Well-Being committee continued their great work this year and I would like
to thank Seamus Tuohy and his hard working team for all they have done during the year.
Our “Minister for Finance” Kevin O’Toole has done a tremendous job in keeping a tight rein
on the purse strings during the year. It is not an easy job as the cost of running all of our
County teams in both football and hurling is huge. Thank you Kevin for a job well done.

Congress 2018
Congress took place in February in Croke Park again this year. John Horan was installed as
the 39th Uachtarán Chumann Luthchleas Gael becoming the first native Dubliner to hold the
office since the 1920’s. The Uactharán in his inaugural speech to Congress said he would
establish a National Club Forum whereby Clubs would be invited to Croke Park to discuss
that pertain to them. The Uachtarán outlined that a review of inter-County developments
squads was required as we are creating a level of elitism in young players which is
unhealthy.
This was also Paraic Duffy’s last Congress as Árd Stiurthoir, he would be succeeded by Tom
Ryan. I would like to thank Paraic for the tremendous job he did as Árd Stiurthoir.
Congress itself was generally uneventful with one of the main changes to the rule book was
that Betting Companies would no longer be allowed to sponsor GAA competitions, teams,
playing gear or any GAA facility.
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Cúl Camps
Cúl Camps took place at many GAA grounds throughout the County over the summer
months. Numbers were up on the previous years and I would like to thank all of the people
who helped with registration, distributed the gear and the Coaches for the wonderful work
they did in making the Camps a resounding success this year.

Stewards
Our stewards, under the watchful eye of Gerry Burke, continue to give of their time to
ensure that all games in McHale Park run smoothly and they are always on hand to deal
with any situation that may arise and I thank each and every one of them for the giving of
their time. Gerry is always on the lookout for new stewards so I would encourage each Club
to nominate people that would be interested in helping out, training will be provided for
new recruits.

Sponsorship
A sincere thank you to all our sponsors whose financial support throughout the year is
invaluable to the County Board. Arivo have come on board to sponsor the Senior Football
Championship while Eddie Egan Jewellers, Breaffy House Hotel, Smyth’s Toys, JJ Burke and
O’Neills have kindly continued to lend financial support. Elvery’s continue to be our main
sponsor and I want to thank them and Pat Rowland for all their help.

Cáirde Mhaigh Éo – County Board Development Draw
To all patrons who continue to support our teams through Cáirde Mhaigh Éo I say a big
thank you all, we continue to be the best supported team in the Country and long may that
continue. To everyone who supports the County Board Development draw, thank you all. It
is not only a great source of income for the Board but also a vital source of income for Clubs
throughout the County.
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Training Centre
The County Board in conjunction with Mayo County Council are in the process of purchasing
lands at Lough Lannagh in Castlebar with the objective of developing a dedicated training
facility. Mike Connolly has done tremendous work behind the scenes in spearheading the
project and I thank him for the work he has done to date.This project is vital to the
development of Mayo GAA. At resent Mayo GAA have two and a half pitches (including
McHale Park) available for all our teams. We are constantly renting grounds around the
Province and beyond which is not sustainable. The facility, when complete, will cater for all
County teams including the Ladies. Clubs will also benefit from the development. Clubs have
been guaranteed that there will be no extra financial burden placed on them which I’m sure
is of great relief to everyone.

Bereavements
I would like to express sympathy to all those who lost loved ones during the year. I would
like to give special mention to Ciaran Byrne and Mick Timlin who both went to their eternal
reward during the year. Ciaran was Chairman of the East Board at the time of his passing
while Mick was Treasurer of the North Board when he passed away. Both men gave years of
unselfish service to the association. Their contributions to the GAA will be sorely missed.

Conclusion
As 2018 draws to a close we can look back on a year that had both highs and lows for the
County. The highs included our Hurlers capturing the Division 2B League title and our U-20’s
reaching the inaugural All-Ireland U-20 Football final. The lows included our Senior team
exiting the Championship at an unexpected early stage and the departure of Stephen
Rochford as Senior team Manager. I firmly believe that the Officers of the Board tried their
best to deal with the situation that they found themselves in and did so with the best
interests of the County in mind. We now have a new Senior team Manager, James Horan, in
place and it is incumbent on us all to give James and the team itself our full support .
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Many Clubs and perhaps Divisional Boards will have personnel changes in 2019 and they can
rest assured that they will receive the full support of the Board which will include Officer
Training early in the new year. Population decline continues to affect many Clubs within the
County. We must ensure that those Clubs in difficulty receive the necessary assistance. A
new coaching structure is being developed within the County and this will eventually feed
down to clubs where the standard of coaching and football will inevitably improve.

To the media, Western People, Connaught Telegraph and Mayo News I thank you most
sincerely for your coverage of both our games and meetings during the year. A big thank
you to Mid-West Radio who continue to broadcast many of our games throughout the year
to people at home but more importantly to the Mayo diaspora spread all over the world. I
would also like to thank An Garda Siochana, Murray Ambulance and the Order of Malta who
provide a valuable service on match days not only in McHale Park but throughout the
County.

One of the big discussion points at Congress 2019 will be whether or not to introduce a
second tier Championship for teams in Division 3 and 4of the National League. I for one
think this is a step in the right direction by Croke Park. I’m sure it will lead to a robust
discussion.
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I would like to thank the Officers of the Board, Chairman Mike Connolly who puts in a huge
amount of work on behalf of the Board, vice-Chairman Seamus Tuohy who also chairs the
CCC which is not an easy task, Treasurer Kevin O’Toole has the unenviable task of looking
after our finances, Assistant Secretary Ronan Kirrane who has done a tremendous job in his
role as Secretary of Bord na nÓg, PRO Paul Cunnane who as always keeps us up to date on
fixtures and results. Paul has also done a great job with Mayo GAA TV this year. I wish to
thank my predecessor, Vincent Neary, for his help and guidance over the past twelve
months it was really appreciated. I wish to thank Phil Heneghan, our groundsman who
always has our main pitch in McHale Park in tip top condition although it was difficult at
times this year after the damage that was done to it during the FBD League. To John Prenty
and the staff at the Connacht Council Office, I wish to thank you all for the help you have
given me during the year. Finally to our Administrator, Michael Cummins, who goes way and
beyond his duty. Michael puts in long hours in McHale Park to “keep the show” on the road,
he has helped and advised me during the year and I will be forever indebted to him. We
here in Mayo are very fortunate to have a person of the calibre of Michael working for us.
If I have left anybody out I sincerely apologise.

I want to wish you all a healthy and prosperous 2019 and let’s hope it’s the year that our
Senior team finally realise their dream.

Mile buiochas,

Diarmúid dé Buitléir Runaí
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Competitions Control Committee Report 2018
This time last year we were heading into new territory for both County and Club fixtures, arguably
we were being told the biggest changes ever in the GAA’s football championship inter county and
club calendar history starting in 2018 for a three year trial period.
The new format intended to address the need to refresh and improve the inter county championship
and to shorten the season in order to create additional weekends for club activities.
Debate still goes on in all counties looking for the correct format, still dissatisfaction within a number
of counties with the running of club fixtures in particular.
No matter where we come from we must remind ourselves clubs are the nursery grounds for all our
inter County players, the club is the cornerstone in the development of those players,
Counties differ in opinion, some believe that they have the right domestic fixture calendar to
address the needs of their clubs and club players and to maximize the performance of their
respective inter county squads; other will argue that the new structure has not done anything for
the club player!
Universally I do not believe that is the case! It is very easy for any of us to sit on the fence but
ultimately there is a responsibility to work together, engage rather than disengage, all stakeholders
including GAA management, County boards, Provincial Councils and clubs must continue to work
together, we are a progressive organisation and i must acknowledge we have taken steps in the right
direction whether they are baby steps or larger steps!
To continue to move this forward have our senior administrators ever asked themselves why our
main fixture stakeholders in this province including County CCC Officers and Provincial CCC Officers
sat around the same table and come up with a plan that may be of additional benefit to club players
and the availability of inter county players to our clubs?, this may be an opportunity to address inter
county and club fixtures together rather than two separate entities for the benefit of all !
It is easy for anyone of us to get into the “blame game”, we need to move away from apportioning
blame and get to a situation where we can guarantee players that they will get predictability in our
fixture calendar, have games at regular intervals and to recognise that the club player has similar
rights to inter county players..
A significant development in the new inter county calendar has made the possibility of spending the
summer-or at least a portion of it abroad a much more realistic prospect for in particular club
players. Together with the absence of serious competitive games for clubs in midsummer, is this
now the reality for our club player!
This time last year I indicated in our calendar for 2018, our will focus was on reaching the super 8’s
and if that was not achieved this calendar schedule would remain until semi final stage. We achieved
this, we exited championship on the end of June and we stuck by our Rd 2 dates for both
Intermediate and Senior Championship despite the fact we had another unplanned event with the
Papal visit which was a mementoes occasion for our County.
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The month of April remains a divisive issue with Club Players, playing provincial openers in early May
v other counties at the end of May creating s challenges, unfortunately provincial inter county
calendar are uneven! I believe the GAA need to look further at this issue rather than penalising
counties with loss of home league fixtures!
In Mayo we had plenty of club football despite the fact we were out on the 13th May in the biggest
game of the year, 3 rounds of leagues, 1 round of senior, intermediate and junior championship,
Comortas Cup and County Cup!
The challenge in 2019 is even greater with our preliminary round v New York on the 5th May 2019
but in the past again we faced greater challenges!
Player Welfare:
Player Welfare is an important part of our games; we have made positive steps in this respect. There
is a willingness to change, us as fixture makers, you as delegates and clubs, and above all your
players must recognise what is best for them. We cannot ignore the problems that may be of risk to
our players and their future within our games. Decisive action often is required and if we all work
together we will protect our youth and have a healthy involvement in our games.
Injury prevention and recovery continues to be addressed throughout the organisation, this requires
protection within our Official GAA Guide, we all have a duty to advocate player welfare, and we
must give full recognition to both our club players and County players as a core element of our
organisation.
The fixture calendar plays its part as it gives our club players the last two weeks of July off , this has
worked well. Another advantage for players is finishing our leagues in a timely fashion, most at the
end of September.
I am suggesting on all calendar schedules that December a month of downtime and rest for all
players, we are nearly there with this and may be running the preliminary rounds of the U/ 21/20 in
late February, early March as recommended by review committee will finally achieve that target.
Having been involved with adult fixtures over the last 4 years, in my opinion we need to take serious
steps towards implementing a schedule for the club players to ensure Club all Irelands are played
within the same calendar year. Playing club semi finals in February and March is taking away
downtime for club players, putting them straight into another new year fixture calendar has to be
both physically and mentally demanding with a high risks of injury.
Underage: I firmly believe again that the time has come to streamline our Underage club games
similar to the inter county structure in a bid to ease the physical and mental burden on the teenage
playing population,
There is no doubt there is a number of younger club players in the County where we are putting
unrealistic demands at a really important developmental stage of their careers.
Players are developing faster / many breaking into senior clubs at a much younger age, multi
eligibility in terms of teams is a situation that has challenged us this year where there was a clash
between an underage game and a adult championship game, I cannot condone those type of
clashes and must be avoided going forward.
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Leagues 2018
It was another great year for leagues within the County with most was completed end of
September. Over 340 games were played, biggest concern was in Division 5 where over 48% of
games in that league were either conceded or not played.
In order to address this situation “Review Committee” are recommending running this league on the
same format as division 6 with less games , split in to two divisions with a semi final and a final. It is
also recommended to run this league as a i3 A/S competition with the same rule as in Bord N’og .
i.e. All games in div 5 A and 5 B shall be 13 a side except where both teams have panels of 18 or
more players available to play a particular game; they then must play a 15 aside game.
Congrats to all winners:
Division 1 : Castlebar Mitchell’s , Runner up Breaffy ,
Division 2 Westport, Runners up Ballaghaderreen ,
Division 3 : Burrishoole ,Runners up Louisburg,
Division 4 : Swinford , Runners up Castlebar Michel’s B
Division 5 : Ardnaree B , Runners up Eastern Gaels ,
Division 6: Louisburg B , Runners up Park Keelogues B
Championships
Our Championship in all grades went very well, we had over 166 games, the issue of concessions was
in Junior C where 38% of games not played.
Championship Calendar :
Senior and intermediate championship began with Round 1 on weekend of 7th and 8th April 2018
and resumed again on the weekend 25th and 26th August running smoothly every 2 weeks to a
closure on Saturday the October 2018. It was a fantastic occasion with record attendance and was
graced by the attendance of number of special guests including our GAA Uachtaran John Horan.
Congratulations to our Senior Champions Ballintubber defeating near neighbours Breaffy and to
Belmullet victorious over Burrishoole in the Intermediate Final.
Our Junior Championship commenced on weekend 21st and 22nd April 18 , second round on 19th and
20th May 18 , 3rd round on weekend the 31st and 1st July 2018, quarter finals 18th and 19th August
18,semi finals on the 13th and 14th September and Final on Sunday 30th September 2018,
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Balla won the junior A Champions by beating Achill in the final, a club with a great future having
captured County Minor A Championship in 2017 and a year later capturing the Junior title after a
lapse of 38 years going back to 1980, which was their first county junior title.
Junior B winners Westport B , another club who had a great year in both underage football and
making a big mark in their first year of Senior Championship football for some time, they beat
Kiltimagh B after a great tussle.
Louisburg B captured the Junior C Championship beating Park Keelogues in the final.
Those Junior finals were again fantastic occasions and to be present and witness what it meant for
those clubs, players and supporters brought home to me and many others the real value of the GAA
in our local parishes.
Social Initiative
I would also like to acknowledge the input of our County finalists clubs in our Social Initiative
program. It was great to see so many new faces, in particular, the not so young who came along and
enjoyed our biggest domestic evening of the season, those who probably more often would enjoy
listening or watching our games from their deserved chair but on this occasion made a huge effort to
be present with us at our finals this year. Again many thanks for coming along and we hope to see
you back on future occasions.
Secondary Leagues:
Michael Walsh competitions was mixed; senior Michael Walsh went off successful where we had 15
teams ,most of the games were played and went to a successful final with Charlestown over all
winners and Garrymore runners up.
In the intermediate Michael Walsh, this was a different challenge, we had 22 teams , of the 62
games,33 were played , 18 concessions , 6 postponements and 11 not fixed , giving an overall result
of 56% of the games not played for one reason or another .
In order to address the situation going forward on the recommendation of the “Review committee”
we are proposing a Michael Walsh Intermediate Competition and a Junior Competition in 2019 as it
was generally felt it was impossible to fix games due to the overlap between Intermediate teams
and junior teams.
In the County Cup, disappointment here again with a concession in a semi final which should not
have happened in the closing stage of any competition but again a very exiting final with
Ballaghaderreen the winners and Ballintubber the runners up.
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Mayo Hurling:
-Genfit Hurling League: 4 team’s participated-Ballyhaunis, Castlebar, Tooreen and Westport.
Played on a round robin basis.
Winners -A Final -Tooreen who beat Ballyhaunis
-B Final-Castlebar who beat Westport
Senior Championship: 4 team’s participated-Ballyhaunis, Castlebar, Tooreen and Westport.
Played on a round robin basis with top teams going straight to final (Ballyhaunis) and teams finishing
2nd and 3rd playing semi final.
Teams finishing 3rd and 4th played B final.
Winners A Final-Tooreen who beat Ballyhaunis
Winners B Final Castlebar who beat Westport
U21 Championship:
3 teams participated- Tooreen, Westport and Ballyhaunis/ Caisheal Gaels.
Played on a round robin basis with top two teams contesting final
Winners : Tooreen who beat Caisheal Gaels/Ballyhaunis in the final
Discipline:
Discipline thankfully were isolated incidents throughout the year in Mayo GAA , unfortunately in
recent weeks we have witnessed images of flash points of indiscipline elsewhere that have flared up
in a small number of games around the country, some of those images have been disturbing and
disgusting to say the least. Thankfully this is not reflective of our games within this County and
collectively we are saying we will do everything in our power to protect our games and continue to
be role models for future participants within our games.
Any perpetrators of such behaviour are not above the law of the state, any one of us involved in our
games have a duty of care to protect the reputation of our games , this type of indiscipline
compromises this reputation .
The need for restraint is a must, referees must be respected and allowed to do their job and officials
need to follow rules that are in place for dealing with those situations, supporters also have a
responsibility.
We should be cognisant at all our games that we as players, managers and parents are role models
for children in GAA and we must all live up to the principles of the Give Respect – Get Respect
initiative .
One issue from time to time concerns me is the sight of crowded sidelines, it can be a contributory
factor to unwanted incidents, again our own Central Competitions Control Committee (CCCC) is
mindful of the GAA Give Respect Get Respect campaign and have drawn up our own Regulations for
the benefit of all stakeholders – players, referees, team management, officials, media, members and
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spectators. This has helped all to minimize the risk of this type of incident in our championships and
maybe time may have arrived to ensure that this common practice in all our games.

We need to let everyone know what works well, we have all had many memories within our games
of commendable sporting behaviour and let those memories showcase our games into the future.
We all do this in a voluntary capacity and will continue to work tirelessly to ensure that we build on
what is good in our games , we are the representatives of our clubs today and for others to carry the
baton in the future..
Competitions 2019

Senior
Senior Hurling
Intermediate
Junior A
Junior B
Junior C
County Cup
Michael Walsh Snr
U21 C
U21 A
U21 B
U21 Hurling
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Winners
Ballintubber
Tooreen
Belmullett
Balla
Westport
Louisburgh
Ballaghadereen
Charlestown
Mayo Gaels
Finalists
Claremorris
Ballyhaunis
Tooreen

v
v
v
v
v
v
v
v
v
v
v
v
v

Runners up
Breaffy
Ballyhaunis
Burrishoole
Achill
Kiltimagh
Parke
Ballintubber
Garrymore
Garrymore
Finalists
Westport
Awaiting Qualifier
Ballyhaunis/Caiseal Gaels

CCC Committee:
I would like to thank the CCC committee for their time, effort and support during the year, to
Dermot in year 1 thanks for your ongoing support, always available when i need you.
Paul Cunnane PRO and in particular the his advancement Mayo TV over the last year which has
become a huge show piece for our games , Eugene Connolly Hurling, Mary Prenty East, Mike King
South and also with his assistance with the PRO team, John Walker North , Shane Quinn West,
Michael Daly Referee Coordinator who is stepping down this year due to taking on the role of
Chairperson of the East Board , thanks Michael for all your assistance as referee coordinator, often
resolving referring problems at the last minute , good luck in your role as chairperson of the East
Board , Ronan Kirrane Asst Secretary and Con Moynihan Bord N’Og Chairperson which I must add
one of the busiest roles in Mayo Gaa.
Our CCC worked tirelessly throughout the year in the promotion, development and scheduling of our
games in this County, It goes without saying that every one of them deserve your appreciation for
their time and effort over the last 12 months.
To Michael Connolly, our Chairperson, an inspiration to us all, his leadership, work ethic to this
organisation is huge. This man does an enormous amount of work for our organisation in Mayo ,and
is available 24 / 7 to what is a very demanding brief but he puts no price on his time ensuring this
County delivers the very best for our players and clubs.
Refereeing:
I would also like to thank the referees for their support during the year, again to Michael Daly
Referee coordinator, a lot of work has gone into recruiting and training referees within this County
and again great credit must go to both Michael and Sean MacEil on their great work in this area, we
have made a lot of progress in the last number of years but the challenge goes on .
Again we must remind ourselves at this time of year of the importance of reporting, it is a must to
record accurate referee match day reports. We must get better in protecting the interest of our
games, players and the association; the drive will go on 2019

Mac Hale Park and the Grounds Committee:
I also would like to thank the MacHale Park staff for their work and support, Michael Cummins our
Administrator who does a huge amount of work and an invaluable support to a number of
committees. No one within the organisation can thank this man enough for the work he does.
Gerry Burke for all his organising of stewards for all our games in MacHale Park and his work as chair
of the grounds committee, a credit to you Gerry and all your committee.
A special word also to Phil and Darren Heneghan and Michael Prendergast for your dedication and
the amount of hours in keeping our grounds and Park in tip top shape.
I would also like to thank Paraic Murray and his paramedical staff, who were present at all of our
games in MacHale Park, a service that is critical in today’s game. Thanks to both James Rock, Event
Controller for all our big events in MacHale Park and Gerry Henry, Health and Safety Rep, again both
vital requirements in today’s games.
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Over all it was a good year for club football within the County, a lot to reflect on with many positives
to carry forward to 2019,
Finally i would like to thank our “Review Committee “(membership and results of review Appendix 1)
which was a very worthwhile exercise with some very good pointers for our games in 2019.
To you, the clubs, recognition must be given to your continued dedication, efficiency and often hard
work over the last year and we as a CCC committee look forward to continue to work with you in
2019.
Seamus Tuohy
Chairperson,
CCC.
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Appendix 1 :
Review and recommendations from Fixtures Meetings.
In Meeting 1 (11th October 2018) we looked at Positives/Negatives/Possible Changes.
Positives:





Sticking to the planner in 2018.
Overall success of the Championships considering it being split.
Completion of leagues in good time.
Success of Division 6.

Negative Issues/Areas of concern.






Gap between 1st and 2nd Round of Championship.
Fixtures coming out at short notice.
U20’s and player release.
Length of hurling season.
Dual clubs.

Discussion on Possible Changes:





Re grading of Senior/Intermediate Players.
Changing the Senior/Intermediate Championships to A and B.
U21/U20 Championship earlier in season.
Changing Underage Grades.

In Meeting 2 ( 17th October 2018 )we fleshed out some of the issues:


The planner for 2019 when formulated (waiting on National Fixtures) will be brought to
Senior, Junior U20 & U17 Management Teams and then brought to clubs. Once agreed by
clubs it will be stuck to as much as possible.



The idea of playing the U21/U20 Club Championship is to be put to clubs at County
Convention.



In relation to Leagues it was recommended to have an exclusive MW Junior League and a
Division 5 along the lines of the 2018 Division 6.



The A and B Championship was fleshed out but the majority was against it.



Underage Grading for 2020 of U18/U15/U13 as main competitions. U14 and U16 as sub
competitions.
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Meeting 3: ( 24th October 2018 )
There was further discussion around the ideas and proposals from meetings 1 and 2.
Recommendations:
1. Fixture Planner:
 That the planner be adhered to.
 That re grading of players stays at 5.
 That the Senior and Intermediate Championship 1st Round take place 2 weeks prior to
Mayo v New York. (Note, Players from Junior teams on the Mayo Senior Panel take
place on the that same weekend)
 Junior Championship takes place the week after the Senior/Inter 1st Round.
2. Underage Structure:
 That from 1st January Underage Structures are U18/U15/U13 as Main Competitions with U14
and U16 as sub Competitions.
 U21/U20 Championship take place in March along with MW League.
 From 2019 winners of Féile go on to represent the County for the National Competition.
3. Respect/Communication:
 Clubs receive fixtures on the Wednesday week prior to games.
 That clubs receive guidelines on the number of officials and who they should be before
the start of the Leagues and Championship of 2019.
Committee Members:
Seamus Tuohy

CCC

Dermot Butler

CCC

Con Moynihan

Bord N’Og

Paddy McNicholas

Fixture Analyst

Eugene Connolly

Hurling

Ronan Kirrane

Bord N’Og

Frank Flynn

Club Officer

John Farragher

Divisional Boards

David Melvin

Club Manager

Michael Dennis Mc Namara

Junior Player

Brian Mc Cormack

Interm. Player

Kevin Ferrick

Senior Player

Conor Finn

Training Loads

Sean MacEil

Fixture Monitor

Daniel Forde

Coaching

Vincent Neary

Referees Rep / & Children’s Officer.
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Mayo Health and Well Being Committee Annual Report
2018

Our Health and Well Being Committee is in our fifth year of existence following its initial set up in
March 2014.
The role of the Healthy Club Officer is to help your club become a healthier place for everyone to
enjoy. (Note that this position has replaced the former Health & Wellbeing and ASAP Officer Roles.)
Officers are appointed rather than elected and are supported in their work by their Club Executive
and the County Health & Wellbeing Committee.
Everyone has a role to play in supporting a Healthy Club, from players and coaches to parents and
volunteers.
Training, policies, programmes, partnerships, and resources specific to the role are available (see
www.gaa.ie/community for more details).
Achievements in 2018 as a committee:
Safe Talk training
Safe Talk Training involves learning the first steps in recognizing persons with thoughts of suicide and
linking them with suicide helping resources. We have held training sessions for Club Health and Well
Being Officers in both Castlebar and Ballyhaunis in January of this year, attended by up on 40 club
members from clubs across the County.
RESPECT Initiative
Promoting the Respect Initiative was part of all our games in 2018 and we will be working with clubs
in maximizing the success of this project in 2019.
Social Initiative:
A very successful trip was organised this year to Croke Park and Glasnevin Museum on March 2nd
2018, Up to 50 of our supporters went on this trip this year and without doubt we will
arranging another excursion in 2019.
We also had a very successful day on our County Final day where we invited up on 100
supporters from participating clubs into MacHale Park for a get together before our finals.
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“Moving your Mind Project “
Mayo GAA in Partnership with Mayo Mental Health Association ran a ‘Moving Your Mind’ project.
In meeting Healthy Irelands’ goal of improving health and well-being in the community, a program
was developed in 2018 by Mayo GAA and Mayo Mental Health Association (MHA)and in partnership
with the Movement Gym (Castlebar), the Health Service Executive (HSE), ‘Moving your Mind’ was
developed and designed to create awareness within both rural communities and towns on the
connections between physical health and mental health.
The ‘Moving your Mind’ Project was piloted earlier this year (2018) in four different GAA clubs;
Davitts, Crossmolina, Tuar Mhic Eadaigh and Breaffy. These four clubs were targeted in order to
capture all four regions within the county; North, South, East and West Mayo.
The program involved 4 key speakers from Health Promotion HSE, Mayo Mental Health, a Dietician,
a Yoga and Meditation instructor and Andy Moran GYM and exercise instructor.
Benefits of this Initiative
The benefits of this initiative included, but were not limited to the following:
Creating an awareness about Mental Health,
Creating an understanding and awareness within our clubs and communities on the connections
between physical health and mental health
Exploring the importance of nutrition, yoga, meditation and exercise in relation to maintaining a
positive mental health lifestyle
•

Demonstrating the art of yoga and meditation

What was achieved from our Program:
•
70% of participants stated that they are now more knowledgeable in relation to the
connection between physical health and mental health.
•
85% of participants felt they are now equipped with the knowledge in relation to good
nutrition. Education surrounding the benefits of good nutrition for both mental and physical health
was successfully delivered.
•
50% of participants whom attended the information sessions feel that they are now
equipped with the knowledge that yoga and meditation are a great benefit in minding our mental
health. Few suggested that a full yoga/meditation session be facilitated if the program was to be
delivered again.
We believe this was a simple, practical and evidenced based program that had maximum output in
supporting and developing Health and Wellbeing within our Communities and clubs.
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Mayo GAA Critical Incident Response Plan
Mayo GAA Health and Well Being Committee completed their Critical Incident Plan for the County in
2017.
A critical incident is any event that is outside the range of usual human experience. It is an event that
causes an unusually intense stress reaction which has the emotional power to overwhelm an individual’s
usual ability to cope. It may impede people’s coping mechanisms immediately or in the future following
the event. (GPA/GAA guidelines, 2014)
This Critical Incident Response Plan has been developed by Mayo GAA in order for Mayo GAA to be best
placed to respond to a critical incident should it arise within Mayo GAA structures.
Mayo GAA Health and Well Being Committee will continue to be a support should such incidents occur
within its constituent clubs and in such circumstances will take the lead from the relevant unit’s own
Critical Incidence Response Plan.
Clubs are encouraged to develop their own Critical Incident Response Plans. A template was circulated to
all clubs for their assistance in developing a critical incident response plan for their club...
This Critical Incident Response Plan Mayo GAA is available electronically on our Health and Well Being
portal of the Official Mayo GAA site for clubs information and future reference.
SAOR Training:
Mayo GAA through the HSE Health and Wellbeing Initiative are delighted to work in partnership with the
Western Region Drug and Alcohol Task Force (WRDATF) and South West Mayo Development Company in
the delivery of SAOR training for GAA Club members in Co Mayo.
SAOR is an alcohol screening and brief intervention model. A brief intervention for alcohol use is a short,
helpful conversation that focuses on assessing, and if necessary, assists a person to consider and alter
their alcohol consumption.
Brief interventions have shown to be effective in initiating change in alcohol consumption for people with
mild to moderate alcohol-related problems and in helping people with more significant difficulties to
access specialised alcohol treatment services. The SAOR Model has been adopted by the HSE as the
model-of-choice for delivering brief interventions for alcohol use.
We are delighted with the new initiative “we feel this is a very worthwhile initiative in supporting
wellbeing officers, coaches, club members further develop skills and confidence in having informal chats
around alcohol use”.
A national survey in 2010 of 347 GAA coaches by Murphy & Gottsche showed that despite 52% of
coaches having responded to problems of alcohol amongst their players, only 6% expressed a high
confidence in their abilities to successfully handle these situations. Furthermore 84% of participants
expressed a willingness to attend training on how to respond to such issues.
This training is very user friendly and appropriate to everyone. You don’t need any previous training or
qualifications to attend. For many, addressing the topic of alcohol can be quite daunting but SAOR
training provides participants a space to develop skills, confidence and comfort levels in approaching the
topic of alcohol while also highlighting supports and services available in the local community. The
training itself is interactive in a very informal and relaxed environment”.
The 1 day SAOR training took place in Elvery’s McHale Park, Castlebar Wednesday the 28th of November.
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Plans for 2019:


All clubs within the County to appoint a Healthy Club Officer for 2019



Healthy Club Officer Recruitment and training will be ongoing in 2019



Safe TALK training and Critical Incident training is also in our plans.



Adapting a Critical Incident Response Plan for your club will be a key priority in 2019 if you
have not already done so.



Continue support for Phase 3 participants of Healthy Club Project, Breaffy, Davitts , Castlebar
Mitchell’s and Tuar MhicEadaigh who are actively involved in healthy Club projects
2018/2019.



Continue to promote the Social Initiative Project, arrange another trip to Croke Park
Museum for a group of supporters within the County is planned, provisional date TBC in
Spring 2019.



Gambling awareness campaign: which will include distribution of awareness posters to each
club in Mayo. We will also be making available gambling awareness presentations and a club
gambling policy for each club. The aim is to protect the well being of GAA members in this
County together with the integrity of Gaelic Games .

In conclusion, the continued support of our clubs will be required to ensure that these health and
wellbeing action plans are implemented at club level for the betterment of our members, clubs, and
the entire county.
I urge in particular Healthy Club Officers to make sure that your club have an active health and
wellbeing sub-committee in place to drive this work and that you open regular lines of
communication within your club on health and well being issues.
Mise le meas,
Seamus Tuohy Mayo GAA Community & Health Chairperson,
Sean Maceil: Secretary Mayo GAA Community & Health
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County Health and Well Being
The Members of the Mayo GAA Health and Well Being committee:

Seamus Tuohy (Chairperson)

086-1716252

Sean MacEil (Secretary)

086-1733419

Catherine Sweeney :

087/9634663

Niall Dunne (West Mayo)

087-1274040

Mary Coen (South Mayo)

086-0532181

Dermot Butler (North Mayo)

087-6219843

Vincent Neary ( Children’s Officer )

087-6789489

Con Moynihan (East Mayo)

087-9439843

Brendan Geraghty (Hurling)

086-0693096

Chris Mc Carthy (Achill)

087-2786286

James Mc Carthy Aghamore

086 -8568143

http://www.mayogaa.com/contentPage/351891/health_and_well_being
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Pubic Relations Report 2018

So another eventful year in Mayo GAA draws to a close. We may not have managed to land an All
Ireland title in Hurling or Football but once again Mayo GAA were making all the headlines
throughout the summer.

The highlight of the year had to have been our U20’s who made it all the way to the Ireland final in
Croke Park against Kildare. It is always great to see the Green & Red in Croke Park no matter the age
grade or competition. They may have come up just short in the final but I have no doubt many of
these lads will continue to wear the Mayo jersey for years to come. A big thanks to Mike Solan, his
management team and the squad for their help & cooperation with media duties particularly in the
lead up the final.

Our Juniors, & minors footballers along with our Hurlers all exited their respective championships
earlier than they would have hoped, despite these defeats Tomas Morley, Jarlath Trench and Derek
Walsh along with all players involved with the respective squads were very easy to deal with and
dealt with their media duties in a courteous manner.

As ever being involved with the Senior team was a busy affair. This Mayo team always seem to be in
the headlines the majority of which is not of their own making. After a hectic league campaign with
survival assured on the last day against Donegal it was on to the championship.

Defeat to Galway meant it was another run through the qualifiers. After wins over Limerick &
Tipperary, luck was not on side when we played Kildare and so our championship ended in the
qualifiers for the first time since 2010.
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I would like to place on record my thanks to Stephen Rochford for the work he and his backroom
team did over the past three years. I saw first-hand the trojan work he put into the job since he
became manager in December 2015 and I wish him all the best in his next management role. I also
like to thank all the players for their cooperation with me and with the media in 2018.

Stephen Rochford suffered his fair share of criticism in the media since he became Mayo manager,
the majority of which was over the top. I touched on it last year that it shouldn’t be allowed to
continue but even in 2018 there were at times articles written I felt that had no facts or basis what
so ever and were very unfair to both Stephen and the players.

Social media has also had plenty to say about Mayo GAA in 2018. I recently mentioned at a County
Board that social media is currently not a nice place for Mayo GAA. There seems to be an
undercurrent of negativity towards Mayo GAA, be it Board, Players or Management. I would hope
we can change this in 2019. I have no problem if people criticise Mayo GAA if it is warranted and
sometimes it is however it time for people to get behind us and support us so we can do everything
correctly all the time.

The latest craze of always being first with a story is another area where Mayo GAA seems have an
abundance of ‘talent’. As far as I am aware there are four local papers in Mayo but with the amount
of people on social media who always claim to have an exclusive or breaking news when it comes to
Mayo GAA it would mean these papers must have an army of reporters working for them. I’m fairly
sure this is not the case. I would like to thank those actual working journalists who report honest &
correct stories while asking those who put something on social media that is completely incorrect to
refrain from posting this kind of content from now on. This culture of always having to be first
regardless of been correct has to stop. This kind of ‘journalism’ actually does more harm than good
to Mayo GAA.

Despite the negativity I have mentioned one of the many positives and they were many positives in
2018 were the Mayo fans. The Mayo fans were not found wanting when it came to supporting Mayo
teams and it is always great to see the green & red on show in such huge numbers no matter what
Mayo teams are playing. This is not something the board or players take for granted and we thank
the fans who follow Mayo up & down the country.

2018 saw us expand Mayo GAA TV with more people than ever tuning in to watch our games.
Following on from the great work done by Liam Horan in 2017 Mayo GAA TV was taken fully under
the remit of the board for 2018 where I coordinated all aspects of every broadcast. We broadcast 14
games across the Senior, Intermediate, Junior & Minor championships.

Over 6,000 fans logged on from near and far to watch Mayo club championship action. We had
many high profile guests on our shows such as new Mayo manager James Horan, Uachtarán of the
GAA, John Horan and secretary of the Connacht council John Prenty.
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The clubs also had a big part to play in Mayo GAA TV this year and I want to thank all of those clubs
who offered us analysts to commentate when their clubs were playing. We also had some great
match analysts along the way, as well as the excellent commentators who added their own touch to
the proceedings.
I’d like to thank Dessie Campbell, Liam Hennelly, Dowd Media and all the team behind the cameras
who did such great work each week to ensure everything ran smoothly during each broadcast. Mayo
GAA TV is something that is improving each year and hopefully we can build on the excellent viewing
numbers in 2019.
Now more than ever we are in a digital age and Mayo GAA continues to be at the forefront of this
when it comes to keep fans informed on the comings & goings in all our Mayo teams. As always on
match-days, we have updates on Facebook, Twitter & Instagram. I know for fans who cannot get to
games these updates are their only links to Mayo GAA and we will continue to serve them as best we
can.
Lastly I would like to thank the PR Committee of Alan Prendergast, Mike King, Michael Daly Jnr,
Shane Quinn, Darren Heneghan, and Ciara Buckley without whom a lot of what happened in 2018
would not be possible. I would also like to thank James Rocke for his excellent work in compiling
stats & match programmes and for all his help with all games in Elverys MacHale Park & throughout
the year.

Pol Ó Cuineáin
Oifig Caidreamh Poiblí
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Turaisc an Rúnaí Bord na Nog
Mayo Bord na Nóg AGM November 22nd 2018
Ar dtús ba mhaith liom a cuir failte mór romhaibh gach duine anocht don Cruinniú Bliantúil
2018. Tríd an bhlian bhí a lan oibre deanta agus beidh a fhad nios mó oibre le deanta again I
2019.

I would like to welcome you all to this year’s AGM and begin by thanking all here this
evening and indeed everyone involved with Mayo GAA for their work and support over the
past 12 months.

2018 was my first year as Rúnaí of the Mayo Bord na Nóg. It was not without its peaks and
throughs but I would like to think that I was approachable, hardworking and mindful of all
the stakeholders involved in the county in assisting and facilitating clubs in the promotion of
our national games.

Trying to maintain the balance between clubs, development panels, county teams can at
times be a daunting task but through working together and supporting the good work of so
many clubs within the county is what makes us strong. I am indebted to the support of
many of the clubs and officers throughout the county in helping steer me along the right
tracks. I have learned a lot in 2018 and hopefully this will stand me in good stead for 2019.
Whilst I’m under no illusion that at times fixtures and competitions were delayed, I will
continue to learn and try to improve.

51 | P a g e

There are a huge number of people that I would like to thank for their assistance, support,
guidance and co operation during the year. This has not gone unnoticed and I have not
taken the support for granted or without appreciation.
I would like to thank the Chairman of Mayo GAA, Mike Connelly, Vice Chairman Seamus
Tuohy, Rúnaí, Dermot Butler, Cisteoir, Kevin O Toole, PRO, Paul Cunnane and all the
members f the County Board Executive during the year. They work tirelessly for the benefit
of the county and the clubs.
I would like to thank the Bord na Nóg executive for their work during the year and for
presenting cups and shields to the various winners of competitions throughout the year.
I would like to thank the divisional secretaries, John Walker, (North), Mary Prenty, (East),
Mike King, (South) and Shane Quinn, (West) for their help in running competitions in
harmony with our own fixtures this year. Each division is blessed to have such hard working
and spirited individuals working for the benefit of the county.

A sincere thanks to the Administrator of Mayo GAA, Michael Cummins. Michael goes above
and beyond in assisting the officers and clubs and is always there to depend on.

I would like to thank the referees and Referee Co-ordinator Michael Daly for the work
throughout 2018. Referring is at times a very difficult and thankless job but I’d like to thank
them for their work throughout the year. Michael keeps a close eye on officials and is very
reliable in ensuring that referees attend games allocated to them.
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I would like to thank Sean McHale for keeping an eye on fixtures at underage
throughout the year. Sean has a wealth of knowledge and experience with regards to clubs
up and down the county and is always there to lend a hand.

2018 was a learning curve for me in relation to fixtures and competitions. Trying to juggle
schools, underage, academies and adult competitions is certainly no easy task and
unfortunately some teams suffered as a result-for this I apologise. Often these competitions
have a knock-on effect and I would ask clubs to endeavour to play the games when fixed.
The fixture calendar could have worked a little bit smoother, but lessons have been learned
for 2019. All underage fixtures within the county are now finished and now the focus is
turning to structures for 2019.
The past year highlighted a few issues that need addressing-mainly the U16 and minor
grades. There now seems to be a very serious overlap between the two competitions
meaning playing the two competitions at the one time is proving almost unattainable. We
will have to look at moving competitions to different times of the year to better serve the
players and teams.

I would sincerely like to thank the clubs who sent in ‘Challenge Game Application Forms’.
Unfortunately, applications which do not include the name of the referee will not be
processed. This is down to guidelines from Croke Park. The Challenge Game Application
Form is a mechanism for clubs to safeguard themselves in the event of injury/claims and
therefore must be filled out properly.
I would like to thank the clubs for working together in relation to refixing of games. These
refixed games must be played within rule and with agreement of both clubs. The culture of
clubs working together in this regard has greatly improved over the last few years and
hopefully that will continue to improve in 2019. Some clubs have become extremely
proactive with regards communication with their respective teams/players seeing problems
down the line and getting games played earlier. This has to be commended as it reduces
hold ups and problems at latter stages of competitions. We, as a body have to endeavour to
keep as close as possible to the fixture planner to keep the integrity of our games and
competitions.

At this stage we are all keenly aware of our responsibilities in relation to Child Protection
and training of coaches. As officers of your club it is incumbent on you to ensure that all
your coaches are compliant with at least the mandatory levels of training but we should also
be looking to improve and develop. All coaches and individuals in contact with under 18’s
within your club must have E-vetting complete, at least a Foundation Level Course in GAA
and the Child Protection Certificate. I like to that Vincent Neary for his work as Childrens’
Officer and for his assistance during the year.
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One of my biggest issues for 2018 has been matters of indiscipline at underage. The vast
majority of clubs in the county conduct themselves with integrity, control and lead by
example. Whilst thankfully these cases have been very rare I have had a handful of serious
complaints. Neither I nor Con take these matters lightly. There is no place in our games for
alleged intimidation, violence, racial abuse or any infringement that cases upset to players,
officials or management.
We all have a part to play in eradicating these issues from our game. I will be calling on
referees to report any such incidents of improper conduct in their match reports for 2019.
Furthermore, a club found guilty of such conduct will be dealt with quickly through the CCC.
Clubs themselves have a huge responsibility in this regard. Whilst no one is perfect in this
regard clubs who continually refuse to admit that their players may have acted
inappropriately are serving no support to these young players. The message this sends out
to our players is that of ‘We will get you off the suspension’. This serves the player, the club,
the association or indeed society any benefit. I sincerely hope that clubs realise the
implications of turning a blind eye to such events. We all have a responsibility in ensuring
our games are played in a positive and sporting fashion. Your club won’t win every game but
it is far more important that we develop these players into well rounded, physically &
mentally fit, responsible young men that we can all be proud of.

I would sincerely like to thank Liam Moffatt for his tireless work in overseeing the Coaching
within the county. He has developed a team of highly committed and enthusiastic
individuals who work on a shared thought process on improving not just the skills but also
the culture within the county.

Thank you to the various management and support teams of our academies for their
diligent work during the year. Huge progress has been made in this area in 2018 and
hopefully this will lead to higher standards in the future.

I would like to thank the GPOs of the county. They continue to work in our schools,
academies, divisions and Cúl Camps in promoting our games.

Our Cúl Camps continue to go from strength to strength. Thanks to all the coaches and clubs
who help promote and run these camps.

I would like to thank the underage players, coaches, officials’ parents and supporters for
their commitment and time during the year. I hope that 2018 was an enjoyable year for you
all.
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Personally I would like to thank Con Moynihan, Chairperson of the Bord Na Nóg. Con has
helped me greatly throughout the year. Con has a huge knowledge of the workings of all the
stakeholders within the county and serves to help all clubs and the development of. He has
guided and supported me in relation to all aspects of my role as Rúnaí. We have developed
a strong working relationship and hopefully that will continue into 2019.

Finally I would like to thank all the club officers who helped me during the year. It makes my
job much easier when I can rely on the support of such high calibre people who are working
as part of a team to promote, improve and develop our players, clubs and individuals.
A great number of clubs make their club grounds available to the Bord Na Nóg for Finals.
This is greatly appreciated and without this support we would be playing football much later
in the year.
I would like to wish all clubs the very best of health and happiness for 2019. I look forward
to working together in the interests of Mayo GAA and the players, teams, clubs we serve.

Cuir sin deireadh leis mo Turaisc,

Ronán Ó Ciaráin,
Rúnaí, Bord na Nog
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Underage Results 2018 - Football
GRADE

WINNER

RUNNER UP

Referee

MINOR

Championship

A CHAMP

Westport

Parke KC

P Lydon

B CHAMP

Claremorris

Ballinrobe

P Geraghty

C CHAMP

Kiltimagh

Ballintubber

J Walker

D CHAMP

n/a

E CHAMP

n/a

MINOR

LEAGUE

DIV 1

Knockmore

Westport

K Connelly

DIV 2

Mayo Gaels

Charlestown

R Gurren

DIV 3

Kilmeena

Ballinrobe

M Mc Carron

DIV 4

Eastern Gaels

Islandeady

J E Burke

UNDER 16

Championship

A CHAMP

Castlebar

Claremorris

C Collins

B CHAMP

Breaffy

Mayo Gaels

R Cosgrave

C CHAMP

Burrishoole

Naomh Padraig

G Mc Mahon

D CHAMP

Aghamore

Ardmoy MacHale

M Tuffy

E CHAMP

Hollymount Carramore

Ballyhaunis

J Mc Hale

F CHAMP

Knockmore B

Westport B

K Barnicle

UNDER 16

LEAGUE

DIV 1

Castlebar Mitchels

Ballina

P Lydon

DIV 2

Knockmore

Kilmeena

R Gurren

DIV 3

Kiltimagh

Ballinrobe

B Kilkelly

DIV 4

Naomh Padraig

Swinford

K Corcoran

DIV 5

Carras

Islandeady

B Holmes

DIV 6 repla

Ballina B

Breaffy B

M Murphy

UNDER 15

LEAGUE

DIV 1

Knockmore

Ballina

M Flannery

DIV 2

Davitts

Naomh Padraig

N Cooney

DIV 3

Charlestown

Crossmolina

J O Connor

DIV 4

Àchill

Kilmovee

P Conlon
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Underage Results – Football (cont)
UNDER 14

LEAGUE

DIV 1

Castlebar

Div 1B

Breaffy

DIV 2

Moy Davitts

L Higgins

Aghamore

Carras

S Tolan

DIV 3

Ardmoy MacHales

Eastern Gaels

J E Burke

DIV 4

Charlestown

Kilmovee

J Finn

DIV 5

Castlebar B

Ballinrobe b

K Curry

DIV 6

n/a

P Lydon

FEILE
Div 1

Westport

Castlebar

Div 2

Aghamore

Parke KC

GRADE

WINNER

RUNNER UP

Referee

UNDER 13

LEAGUE

DIV 1

Westport

Parke KC

V Tomas

DIV 2

Kilmeena

Erris

T Morley

DIV 3

Davitts

Eastern Gaels

M Tuffy

DIV 4

Bonniconlon

Castlebar B

P Doherty

DIV 5

Ballina B

Parke KC

J Finn

Under 12

SummerLeagues
Winner

A

Kiltimagh

B

Crossmolina Deel Rovers

C

Ballina Stephenites

D

Ardmoy MacHales

E

Neale

F

Louisburgh

G

Eastern Gaels

H

Davitts

J

BreaffyB
Crossmolina Deel Rovers
B
Naomh Padraig B

K
L
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Joint Winners

Claremorris B

Ballina Stephenites B

PKC B

Underage Hurling Results – 2018
U17A Hurling League

Tooreen A

Tooreen B

Peter Cassidy

U16A Championship

Westport

Tooreen

Eamon Mac Suibhne

U16B Championship

Caiseal Gaels

Castlebar

James Judge

U14A Championship

Westport

Tooreen

Eamon Mac SUibhne

U14B Championship

Claremorris

Castlebar

Mike Herr

U14C Championship

Ballyvary

Caiseal Gaels

Mike Herr

U14 Feile League

Westport

n/a

n/a

U13A League

Claremorris

Westport

James Judge

U13B League

Castlebar

Tooreen

Johnny Burke

U13C League

Caiseal Gaels

Ballyvary

Peter Cassidy

U12 A League

Tooreen

Claremorris

Eamon Mac Suibhne

U12 B League

Westport

Castlebar

Johnny Burke
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Turaisc an Cathaoirleach Bord Na Nog 2018
Mayo Bord na Nog AGM November 22ND 2018

I would like to welcome you all to this years AGM and begin by thanking all here this evening
and indeed everyone involved with Mayo GAA for their work and support over the past 12
months.

This is my fourth year in the position and the job has been as rewarding and enjoyable each
year. I believe that with the best intentions that I have been alert and attentive to the needs
of clubs in the county. There is always room for improvement and hopefully we can all
improve yet again together in 2019

2018 was again challenging, rewarding and also very enjoyable A huge amount of work
goes into the running of the games in the county and all of you and your colleagues
throughout the county have a lot to be proud of in their continued promotion of Gaelic
Games in the county.

Thanks

Thanks to Mike Connelly, Seamus Tuohy, Dermot Butler Kevin O’Toole, Paul Cunnane and
all the members of the County Board Executive for their help and advice over the past year.
Thanks also to our own Bord na Nog Executive who have been of great assistance this year.
Their advice and help at various finals has been invaluable and I hope to continue the
excellent working relationship that we have built up over the years.
At this point I must thank current County Secretary Dermot Butler for his help and assistance
during my first 3 years as Chair. He did a superb job and that has and will no doubt continue
in his term as Runaí.
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I want at this point to thank Dermot’s successor Ronan and congratulate him in doing a great
job in his first year. As he stated in his report we have developed a great working
relationship and I have no doubt this will continue to be the case.

Sean Mac Éil as ever continues his fantastic work in relation to maintaining and overseeing
fixtures in the county-with just under 1600 fixtures at Bord Na Nog level not to mention Adult
and Divisional fixtures this is an invaluable service. He has also probably forgotten more
about Rules and Regulation than I will ever remember and his advice is always appreciated.

Elverys Mac Hale Park has been in excellent condition all year and great credit is due to Phil
Heneghan for this. He was always available this year and Mayo GAA is extremely lucky to
have a man of his calibre looking after our excellent facilities.
Thanks also to the various clubs who gave the use of their grounds for our League Finals.
We will be calling on clubs again in 2019 and I hope that all clubs will be as accommodating
as they were in 2018.

A word of thanks to Michael Cummins in the Mac Hale Park office for their help this year and
also to James Rocke for his assistance with programmes for the various finals.

Bord Na Nog worked well with the divisions this year and I thank them and especially the 4
Divisional Secretaries for their co-operation. Almost all of our divisional finals were
completed on time this year. We will have to maintain this close relationship in 2019 as our
games schedule will be as tight in 2019as it was this year.

Thanks also to our referees and officials and all our volunteers who assisted us at finals in
Mac Hale Park and elsewhere. Michael Daly, our Referees Co-ordinator has done a great
job this year again in recruiting some excellent new referees and I would appeal to all clubs
here tonight to search your club for any possible new recruits to the ranks in 2019.
As a result of our meetings with the clubs in 2016 a short course for Go Games referees was
again held in 2018 after the initial one in 2017. I would hope that the same could be done in
2019. In my short period of time here I have seen many fantastic new referees in the county
to supplement our existing cohort. There are always some issues regarding officiating and
discipline which I will raise later.
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Competitions

At Go Games level the overall feedback was one of general satisfaction with the current
structures. We will continue to co-operate with and communicate with clubs to improve their
numbers in the smaller clubs and to manage their numbers in the larger clubs. We did not
run Go Games Blitzes this year but the option remains open in 2019 however my gut feeling
tells me to leave them with the divisions as they were a great success this year and I believe
that most is not all of the Blitzes run by individual clubs were a great success also.

As a result of our research at Executive and Coaching Level we would hope that the GPOs
in the county would have an input into U8s and U10s in 2019 in order to improve the skills
levels of both our players and coaches.

The vast majority of clubs are now running Nursery Coaching at Under 6 level. I believe that
this is vital to the survival of our current club structures in that kids get into a habit of going to
their local club at an early age. Moreover it also encourages parents to participate in the
activities in the club as in most cases they have to stay at those coaching sessions and they
get to see firsthand the benefits that our clubs are providing to their children both physically
and socially. Parents have a vital role in the Association and sometimes they do not
recognise this. I would encourage as many parents as possible to get involved with your
local club. This may not mean a coaching role. Certain positions today in clubs are almost as
important as coaching , e.g Childrens Officer, Health & Well Being Officer and Fundraising.

Nearly two thirds of the clubs in the county has replied to the Under Age Census that we
sent out earlier this month. This is a huge improvement on other years and will provide us
with valuable information to work with clubs regarding league placings and the future outlook
for clubs as regards playing numbers and their options with regard to fielding teams at
various levels. It is a huge concern across the county reflected in 2 of the motions on the
Clár this evening.

The main finding in this years census again are that rural clubs throughout the county have a
constant struggle to maintain numbers. That they are doing so and in most cases are
continuing to field competitive teams is to their credit. The urban areas are growing and we
must encourage more coaches to get involved with teams in these clubs as fielding as many
teams as possible and getting as many games as possible at each age group is the only
way to hold on to these players

The County Board is committed to investing in all aspects of coaching in the county and in
2019 again we hope to offer an increased number of coaching courses as well as an
increased number of child protection courses. As a direct result of this a Coaching Grant is
being given out to clubs in 2019 provided they have fulfilled a number of criteria issued
recently to all Chairpersons and Secretaries. ( Note that returning the census, Go Games
Review and any outstanding trophies for competitions that were not played for this year were
all included in that !)
61 | P a g e

To assist with our Go games arrangements we are requesting that clubs submit their list of
U8/10/12 managers to us by 1st January 2019.
Bord Na Nog were unable to issue this list in 2018 and it is usually too late in the year when
the Eolaire comes out.

We would encourage clubs to focus on increased recruitment of coaches, increased links
with their local primary and secondary schools, emphasis on Friday Night Football over the
winter months and encouraging children and parents to get involved in their clubs from
under 6 level upwards.

Again this year there were approximately 1,600 fixtures organised by Bord Na Nog this year.
The completion rate was 79% for Minor League (mainly due to the fact that clubs had twice
as many league fixtures than in 2017) and 93% for Minor Championship, 92% at Under 16 (
a lower completion rate than 2017 mainly due to clashes with Minor League ), 92% at Under
15 (a big increase from 2017), 92% at Under 14, 87% at Under 13( down from 2017 but
again we had more games at U14 and especially U12 level) and 93% at Under 12. I would
like to thank all clubs for their co-operation in their adherence to the fixture calendar.

There were instances during the year where fixtures were not completed due to a myriad of
reasons. In some case the mistakes were ours and I hoped that we have learned from them.
This is especially the case when it comes to U18s and U16s overlapping which Ronan has
highlighted in his report.
Again in other cases the excuses provided by some clubs ranged from genuine to absurd.

In 2018 we had again success at Colleges level with both Rice College and St Nathys
College reaching All Ireland Finals in April. The Provincial U17 Championship started in early
May which left a lot of clubs without their county players for a number of games. I would like
to thank all of the clubs for their co-operation with County Managers during the year. In 2019
the Provincial Competition starts 2 weeks later so we might have some room for manoeuvre.
It is my opinion that all 3rd Level football should be completed by January 31st and all 2nd
Level Schools football should be completed by St Patricks Day and this would give clubs
time to breathe regarding fixtures.

The fixture list has always been and will continue to be designed to accommodate the needs
of the majority of our players as best as we possibly can.

The fixture Calendar for 2019 is almost complete- I am waiting on the Master Fixture List
from Croke Park and myself and Seamus Tuohy will sit down and work out the Minor
Fixtures as best we can to accommodate the Adult Calendar.
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I will then discuss with the Bord Na Nog Executive and the various Development Squad
Managers in relation to their needs in 2019. Due to the fact that our Ted Webb squads were
in a Cup and Shield final in 2018 we should realistically target a Connacht title and an AllIreland Quarter Final with this group of players we will not have the flexibility that we had in
Summer 2018

We will be doing the same in relation to clubs as we did in 2018.We will again be meeting
the various club mangers at each grade in January and going through the fixture calendars
and leagues with them. I would hope that the Coaching Officer and Underage Intercounty
Squad managers will also attend these meetings.

In 2018 we met the managers and agreed various issues in relation to fixtures and
especially the reality of postponing fixtures and the knock on effect that it has. At these
meetings all managers were in agreement. It was only later in the year when clubs that were
directly impacted by the calendar that issues arose.

I say every year but it needs to be said again-We make fixtures based on the needs of all of
our players and the promotion and development of Gaelic Games within the county. There
have been situations where our fixtures have been changed to accommodate other codes. I
have yet to see a situation where the reverse has been the case.

We all have to work together to ensure that our young players reach the maximum of their
potential but at the same time are not overburdened by playing too many fixtures in too
many age groups and in too many codes.

Minor

Congratulation to Westport who created history by winning their first ever Championship title
at the A grade. They were unlucky to be beaten in the Connacht Final also and Knockmore
pipped them to the league title in what I think will be the next great rivalry at Senior Level in
the county. Claremorris and Kiltimagh enjoyed B & C Championship victories while Mayo
Gaels, Kilmeena and Eastern Gaels added league titles t Divisions 2,3 and 4 respectively.
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Under 16

Castlebar Mitchels were utterly dominant at this grade winning both their Championship and
League victories by huge scores. I hope that teams will try and emulate them and not hide
from them in the future. Breaffy, Burrishoole, Aghamore Hollymount Carramore and
Knockmore B won their respective Championships while Knockmore, Kiltimagh , Naomh
Padraig, Carras and Ballina B won League titles

Under 14

Usually U16 is our most competitive grade but this year U14 was almost as competitive.
Westport followed up their Feile A title with the County Championship beating Breaffy who
had won Division 1B of the league. Castlebar won teh Division 1 league defeating Bohola
Moy Davitts. Parke KC , Naomh Padraig , Kiltimagh and Castlebar B all won County Titles
while Aghamore (also Feile BTitle winners), Ardmoy MacHales, Charlestown and Castlebar
B added league titles.

Under 15 and Under 13 Leagues

These competition, although played at the end of the year ran much more smoothly in 2018
and the evidence is in the completion rate of games. Ballina, Davitts , Charlestown and Achill
were victors at U15 level while Westport, Kilmeena, Davitts Bonniconlon and Ballina B were
successful at U13 level.

Under 12

Both the Spring and Summer League were competitive and run off in a timely fashion. A lot
more clubs entered second teams and this is something to be encouraged as much as we
can.

Intercounty

2017 was a steep learning curve for our U17 team. A win over Leitrim in Round 1 was
followed by a rout by a hungry Roscommon team in a game in which our lads never got
going. A win over Sligo left us needing to beat Galway in Tuam to stay in the Championship
after June. This was probably our best performance of the year but it ended in defeat and
Galway duly went on to contest the All Ireland Final.
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One observation that I will make again this year is that all of those players who were
involved with these panels this year have improved immeasurably as footballers and in all
cases have played starring roles for their club teams at all levels. This is a testament to the
coaching and medical expertise that they received earlier in the year. I would like to thank
Tomas Morley and his team for their efforts in and for the opportunity to be Liasion Officer in
2018 and to wish his team all the best in 2019.

The Ted Webb Competition was moved to the end of August and this proved a huge help
with our U16 Competitions although it did clash with our Minor Championship.
Our performance in that competition was a marked improvement on 2017 and we contested
both the Cup and Shield Finals against the 2 Galway sides.

Press

The local press coverage and analysis of all of our games has been excellent and we thank
print, radio and photographic journalists for their coverage in 2018. Again as I state every
year their national counterparts could learn a few lessons from them.
Mayo GAA TV moved into its own this year and provided a brilliant service. The coverage of
all games but especially the County Final was outstanding and long may it continue. Paul
Cunnane has done great work here also and we will be launching our Mayo Coiste Na Nog
Twitter Account in February of next year

Administration

I keep raising these issues but they are particular bugbears of mine.
I would ask clubs to keep in mind that there are usually very short time frames for producing
programmes and if all clubs were to forward their team lists for programmes it would make
all our jobs much easier. On a few occasions this year we had no programmes for finals
because the team sheets were received too late

I would also like to thank again all the clubs who provided venues for Finals etc this year. All
host clubs get to keep the gate proceed of these games in order to cover costs. We have
had some complaints from competing clubs about this but I cannot understand why anyone
would not pay €5 to watch their son , relative, club mate and friend play in a County Final.

Another big help from clubs without too much effort would be the return of trophies as soon
as they are requested. Several times this year time was wasted contacting clubs to return
trophies and on some occasions trophies were not returned until after the finals had taken
place. On 3 occasions in fact we had no trophy to produce for the winning team.
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As a result of this we are giving each of these clubs a perpetual shield that they can hold on
to. In 2019 we will be doing the same for all our league competitions. However we will again
be asking clubs to return all trophies by April 1st 2019 and this will be linked to their coaching
grant for 2020.

Discipline

In any organisation where there are over 1500 fixtures there will always be a few incidents
that are not palatable. In other years we have called clubs in during the competitions and
worked with them with regard to any major disciplinary issues. Ronan has dealt with this
issue in his report but I mentioned last year that the sanction of clubs playing all fixtures
away from home and this will happen in 2019 as a result of issues that occurred this year.

I mention the positivity that parent’s involvement in a club can entail earlier. However the
negative aspect of overzealous parents leads to a lot of indiscipline. A word of advice to all
parents – your kids are thrilled to have you at their matches given the fact that some parents
never show up. They do not care most of the time up to U14 level if they win or lose – all
they want is games time and social interaction with their friends. They do not need any other
form of encouragement

2019

I would like to wish all our County Teams the best of luck in 2019. They are the shop window
for our games and it should every young footballers dream to wear the Mayo Jersey. The
main thread running through our teams at all levels is that not only is it good enough to be a
good footballer to play for Mayo, you also have to have the qualities that make you a better
person also. I am confident in that having firsthand experience of all of our teams this year to
know that they are a credit to their families and clubs and you should be proud of all of them
in the way that the conduct themselves both on and off the field.
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Conclusion

Finally I have to say that like Ronan I have thoroughly enjoyed the year as Chairperson of
Bord na Nog. The vast majority of people that I encountered were a pleasure to deal with
and most of the games that I attended this year at all levels contained football of the highest
quality and at the end of the day that is what we are all here for.
The quality of the football at the Feile Competitions this year was outstanding and reflected
in the results of the teams that represented Mayo.

The atmosphere in Elverys Mac Hale Park on Minor and Junior A Final day again was as
good as 2017 and the 2 games were memorable occasions.

Thank you to all our managers, mentors, coaches and officials at underage Level for their
work in 2018 and I hope that they will continue to give their clubs as much time and support
in the future
At this stage I would like to remember in my opinion the benchmark of a great clubman and
fantastic referee and administrator, the late Ciaran Byrne who passed away earlier this year.
He was an immense help to me as a rookie and his advice was always solid, dependable
and reliable, much like the man himself.
Ar Dheis De go raibh a Anam

The GAA in any parish in any town in any county cannot exist without players and
volunteers. Both go hand in hand. As a county we have to consistently work harder to keep
our existing players, work harder to attract new players, coaches and referees and to attract
both new and existing members to help us out during the coming years.

To the Runai and the Fixtures Secretary,Ronan and Sean, thank you again for all your help
and support throughout the year and I hope that we will continue the great working
relationships that we have had for the last number of years.

To finish on 2 points – last year I predicted that Ireland would not get to host the Rugby
World Cup in 2023 and I was correct. However as the Government had pledged €100m to
bring all of the relevant stadia and infrastructure up to date I saw no reason why this work
could not go ahead as planned . 1 year on and no stadium has been granted funding for an
upgrade. We live in hope that the stadiums that require upgrading will be granted this
funding and by the time the country applies to host another international tournament that the
stadia will be in place.

Another item I mention every year is the Give Respect Get Respect initiative which is is now
in its 9th year and has been the greatest success that I can see in our games. It is a
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testament to all the clubs in Mayo that players at practically all underage levels do not now
even have to be told to line up to shake hands with the opposition at the end of a game.
Long may it continue as good habits die hard also.

Wishing all of our clubs Continued success and best wishes for 2019.

Thank you

Con Moynihan.
Chairperson.
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Mayo GAA Coaching Officer Report 2018
Overview
2018 proved to be a very busy year for everybody involved in coaching in Mayo.
I would like to express my gratitude to all who helped Mayo Coaching & Games
in 2018 from club to school to inter-county. I would like to thank the Mayo GAA
Executive and the members of the Mayo County board for their support in
reviewing and progressing coaching within Mayo GAA. While I am fearful to
name individuals for fear I may leave someone out I would like to sincerely
thank Mike Connelly, Austy O’Malley & Michael Cummins for their tireless work
with regards to the coaching review. To Paul Cunnane, Ronan Kirrane, Con
Moynihan, Seamus Tuohy and Dermot Butler thank you for all your help with
regards to coaching & games in 2018. I would also like to thank Cathal Cregg
and Billy McNicholas of Connacht GAA for their support.
A review was carried out prior to Christmas in three areas, Club, Schools and
Inter-County. These three groups provided very useful information with regards
to the status of coaching in those three areas. We followed up on this in the
New Year with a 7-man work -group, chaired by Liam Horan, which reviewed
each of the group’s findings. This led to the publication of a working paper
called the Mayo Way which was reviewed at Mayo County Board level.
Following this we pursued several changes, which included the integration of
ex-players with current coaches, and the creation of a linked developmentbased model. We are pursuing a high coach to player ratio with good numbers
so that each coach carries out a small amount of work. We are not pursuing
elitism at inter county level we are trying to develop a model of participation in
the best possible structure to develop as many players as possible for the
longest period. This has proved to be very rewarding but challenging process
and I would like to thank everybody sincerely for their help with this journey so
far.
In addition to the coaching review carried out at academy level, the chairman
and I met the club coaching officers in the divisions. I would like to thank the
divisional officers for all their help in organizing these excellent meetings. Each
coaching officer in each club was then offered the opportunity to fill in a
confidential survey regarding the coaching situation in their respective clubs
and I am pleased to say that we had a 100% return rate in this area. This has
provided very useful objective information which will allow us to move into
phase two of the coaching review in 2019 which will focus more on club activity.
This will occur through the coaching officer attending divisional coaching
meetings in 2019.
I would like to thank the coaching and games committee namely Kevin O’Neill,
Alan Dillon, Austy O’Malley, Michael Heraty, Adrian Hession, Danny Charlton,
Daniel Forde and Billy McNicholas. Your input in each respective area was
sincerely appreciated.
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Cul Camps
For the sixth year in a row we had a substantial increase in numbers attending
our Cul Camps in 2018, with an increase from 6,500 in 2017 to 7000 in 2018.
Diarmuid O’Connor & Kevin McLoughlin proved to be popular ambassadors and
over 100 young people were employed for the five-week period.
Administratively and logistically this has now become a massive exercise due
to the increase in participation and cognizance must be taken of this by the
board and host clubs into the future to ensure a safe and fun week for all
involved.
Careers Event
In conjunction with The South Mayo Divisional Board we held a careers day for
our youth in The Mc William Park Hotel earlier this year. While sports focused it
was attended by most of the third level institutions nationwide and by
numerous organizations who offer apprenticeship and other employment
opportunities. The event will continue in 2019 in GMIT Mayo. Our thanks to
John Faragher, Mike King and TJ Kelly in the South Board and our lead person
Liam Horan for bringing this brilliant project to fruition. Over 500 young people
and their parents attended.
Coach Education
In 2018 there was 44 courses held and there were over 800 participants in total.
Thanks to all who mentored & participated in these valuable courses.
Club Mentoring Program
The club mentoring program, which was developed by the Connacht Council
of the GAA, involves three visits by our coaches to each individual club. To
date nearly 20 clubs in Mayo have participated. On the first night a workshop is
conducted with the host club's coaches, on the second night a review and
practical session is held, and the third night focuses were the club wants/needs
to progress to and how to get there.
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Hurling
Hurling success at national level this year came by way of a talented under 16
group - well done to all the players and management involved. I would like to
thank Adrian Hession for his drive & determination to promote our ancient
game and to Jimmy Connor for his work at County Board level.
Handball
We held several meetings with Michael Heraty with regards to handball in
2018 and we look forward to working on some new proposals in 2019. I
would like to thank Michael for all his work with this great sport.
Cumann na mBunscoil
At Cumann na mBunscoil level the standard of competition was high
culminating in the county finals which were in McHale Park. Cumann na
mBunscoil competitions are run very efficiently and are inclusive of as many
schools as possible in the county. While weather affected us earlier in the
year some primary schools’ players also got the opportunity to participate in
the half-time games in MacHale park. The Chairman and I was also grateful
for the opportunity to present at their recent AGM.
Academies
At academy level our U14’s had a very promising year with a large body of players
exposed to inter-county match time and a second cohort of players attaining
development work in the 4 regional pods. The county squad experienced
participation in Connacht’s Sean Purcell tournament, a Munster tournament and
had trips to Dublin and Monaghan for games throughout the year. We would like to
thank Tom Reilly and all his backroom team for all their hard work with this group. I
would also sincerely like to thank those who ran the regional pods.
Our U15 academy squad was managed by Daniel Forde, I would like to thank Daniel
and his backroom team for all the hard work they put in. The U15 team had a very
successful year with a huge amount of game time for the players involved and
success in some national tournaments.
The U16 team was managed by Sean Deane and again we had 59 players involved
all of which got game time and both teams made it through to the Ted Webb finals.
We were particularly delighted with the linkage that each inter county team in the
academy has had with each other none more so than our U16 squad who
dovetailed brilliantly with our minor team.
Our minors under the management of Tomás Morley have an excellent structure
and have the right focus in terms of developing players and this is seen by the
seamless integration of players from U16 to U17 level. I would like to thank Tomás
and his backroom team for all the hard work they put in and their willingness to
focus on developing the person first and the player that follows.
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Our U20 team had a great year and ultimately fell narrowly short at the final hurdle.
Sincere thanks goes to Mike Solan and his backroom team for doing a brilliant job
once again in what was a challenging environment at times.
Our Junior team was managed by Jarlath Trench and he and his backroom team
proved to be a revelation in their approach to the junior team. They really
integrated the club first, county second model and were very unlucky to lose the
provincial final by a point. They were also unlucky that it was their 3 rd game in 11
days and had to factor a club game in between whereas Galway fortunately had a
bye to the final and appeared to be a lot fresher on the day.
Overall thanks to everyone for your help with C&G in Mayo and we look
forward to working with you again in 2019.

Liam Moffatt
Coaching Officer

Hurling Coaching Summary – Compiled by Adrian Hession
National Schools:
-

42 schools currently taking part in Cuman na mBunscoil Hurling & Camogie. Growing.
8 club/school link blitz days.
4 camogie blitz days.
14 Cuman na mBunscoil Blitz Days.
1 Intercounty blitz day in Loughgeorge.
4 Third/Fourth Class Blitz Days.
500 hurls through First Hurley Scheme.
One full-time Development Officer to cover all 42 schools.

Secondary Schools:
-

Just 3 secondary schools in Mayo taking part in hurling.
Competitions at Junior Cycle and Senior Cycle.
Summerhill College play in Mayo competitions also.
More support needed from secondary schools to help the game grow.

Underage Clubs:
-

8 juvenile clubs taking part in underage competitions.
U8/10 = 8 clubs. U12 = 6 clubs. U14 = 6 clubs. U16 = 4 clubs. U17 = 3 clubs. U21 = 3 clubs.
6 clubs hosted National Feile na nGael.
17 finals each year organised.
Hurley/helmet scheme (Eur7,200) administered to all 8 clubs.

Adult Clubs:
-

4 clubs take part at adult level. Ballyhaunis, Tooreen, Castlebar & Westport.
All took part in Connacht Tain League.
All took part in Genfitt Cup Senior League.
All took part in Senior Hurling Championship.
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Development Squads:
-

U14: 8 sessions & 5 blitz days this summer. 48 players.
U16: 9 sessions, 1 match & 1 blitz day this summer. 39 players. All-Ireland Tier 2B Champions.
U17 Celtic Challenge: 12 sessions & 7 game days this year. 25 players.
U21: 6 sessions. 3 challenges. 1 championship game v Derry. 26 players.

Coach Education:
-

4 Foundation Courses this year.
6 Martin Fogarty Coaching Workshops.
1 referees course.
22 schools signed up for GAA 5 Star Centres. All receiving coaching Workshops in school.
Two clubs (Ballyvary & Westport) on mentor support program.

Hurling Cul Camps:
-

Westport (78).
Tooreen (98).
Caiseal Gaels (32).
Ballyvary (68).

Other Projects:
-

Connacht Wheelchair Hurling: 10 session & 5 blitz days.
All-Ireland U13 Tain Og: 2 Mayo clubs involved.
U12/U14 Skills competitions.
U16/Senior/Over-40/Camogie Poc Fada competitions.

Adrian Hession
Coaching and Games Development
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Cumann na mBunscol | Mayo GAA Convention Report 2018

2017/18 was another successful and busy year with activities right throughout the school year
including football, hurling/camogie, handball, rounders and quizzes.

Use of Pitches

We are very grateful to the clubs all around the county who allow us to use their facilities free of
charge. Our activities simply would not be possible without this.

Again this year we were delighted to hold our football and hurling finals over three evenings in
Elverys McHale Park. These finals are our showpiece events and it is a great privilege to host them in
our county ground. It is a wonderful opportunity for the children and schools involved. We are most
grateful to the County Board for facilitating this and we would like to thank Phil Heneghan, who is
always so accommodating. A special mention for Head Steward Peter Geraghty who did a
marvellous job of marshalling the stand on our finals days.

Quiz
Our quiz took place in An Sportlann this year. Claremorris Boys National School emerged victorious.
Thank you to Pat Dowling for his assistance and the Castlebar Mitchels Club for use of their facilities.

74 | P a g e

Handball

There was an increase in participation levels across all grades in handball this year. 70 children from
19 schools participated over two evenings’ competition.Congratulations all our handballers who
went on to represent Mayo at Connacht and All Ireland level. Thanks to An Sportlann for hosting and
facilitating our games.

Rounders

A number of non-competitive blitzes were held during May and June around the county involving 20
schools and 450 children.
Rounders continues to go from strength to strength at primary school level and is a great
introductory, non-invasive sport for children to participate in.

Hurling

As always, we are extremely grateful to Adrian Hession for his support. There are now over 40
schools participating in our outdoor competitions. Much of the continued growth of the game can
be attributed to the successes of our inter-county teams at adult and underage level. Such is the
success of hurling in schools it is proposed to introduce another division this coming year.

Congratulations to Tooreeen, Kilmovee, Straide and Fahy who won their respective divisions in the
boys’ competitions and to Brackloon NS, Gaelscoil na Cruaiche, and The Quay, Westport who won
out in the girls’ competitions. Thanks to Maria Coyne for helping with camogie.

The “First Hurley Scheme” is now in its seventh year with nearly 1,500 quality hurls distributed to
children around the county at a very reasonable cost. Over 400 hurls have been distributed this year
alone.

Mini 7s Football

Our football Mini 7s finals were again hosted on the 3G pitch in the Connacht GAA Centre of
Excellence. Congratulations to our winners Ballyvary NS and Newport NS.
Claremorris BNS (boys) and Aghamore (girls) are our Mini 7s hurling/camogie Champions. All Mini 7s
winning schools had representatives who played exhibitions in Croke Park during the Senior Hurling
and Football All Irelands this summer.
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Football

Our football finals were held in Elverys McHale Park over three evenings in May and June. These
finals were the culmination of competitions which began in our nine local areas, the winners of
which progressed through county quarter and semi-finals.
Sincere thanks to all teachers who organised these competitions at local level and to those who
helped out on county finals day. We are hugely grateful to Billy McNichoals and his coaches for their
help in running these very large competitions throughout the county.
We would also like to thank all local media who give us such great coverage.

Congratulations to our football county champions for 2018:

Division (based on school
size)

Boys Champions

Girls Champions

5

Murrisk

Eachléim

4

Errew

Ballyheane

3

Parke

Aghamore

2B

Title shared between Knockrooskey
and Balla following 4 periods of extra
time

Myna

2

Crossmolina

Gaelscoil de Burca

1B

Quay, Ballina

Foxford

1

St Pat’s Castlebar

Quay Ballina
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Young Whistlers Programme

Children from Fahy NS (Westport) took part in the Young Whistlers Programme whereby they were
trained as referees and had the opportunity to referee our exhibition games in MacHale Park.
Thanks to Referee Co-Ordinator Michael Daly and referee Mel Kenny for their help in the
implementation of this worthwhile programme.

Exhibitions

We ran football and hurling half-time exhibitions during the National Football League for Mayo’s
home game against Tyrone. This was due to the inclement weather. These are a very successful way
of promoting our activities and a great opportunity for children to play in Elverys McHale Park in
front of large crowds. We are very grateful to Padraic Carolan, Billy McNichoals and Adrian Hession,
The County Board and all the teachers who make these exhibitions happen.

We fielded teams for the half-time exhibitions during the Mayo V Galway Connacht Quarter Final. A
total of 20 children represented Mayo on that day as well as two young whistlers who refereed the
games. A number of children went on to play in exhibitions in Croke Park in both Hurling and
Football throughout both All Ireland Championships. Niamh Mooney from Aghamore played on the
Limerick team on All-Ireland Hurling Final day.

Thank you to the County Board for providing playing gear for the children who participated in the
Connacht Quarter Final.

Richie Goggins,
Cathaoirleach, Cumann na mBunscol Mhaigh Eo.
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Hurling Report 2018
2018 was again a busy year for Hurling at all levels with the highlights at intercounty level. Mayo
senior hurlers were crowned Division 2B champions. Our under 16 team winning the all Ireland B
final.

Senior Intercounty
Team Management: Derek Walsh took over as manager after JP Coen stepped down at the end of
the 2017 season. He was joined by David , Tom Phillips and Brian Delaney. Declan Walsh (Galway)
came in as coach.

Competitions
Allianz National League- We played in Division 2B
Round 1- Mayo 2-16 Donegal 1-9 (Home) – 28th January
We got off to a great start with this win over Donegal, who were promoted from Division 3A the
previous year. Playing with a strong breeze, we led by 10 points at half time and ran out comfortable
winners at the end.
Round 2- Mayo 3-15 Armagh 2-13 (Away)- 4th February
For round 2 we made the trip to the Athletic Grounds Armagh which is always a difficult place to get
a win. In the first half we had 12 wides and were down by 3 points at half time. However in the
second half the team was much more clinical with only 2 wides and scoring 1-10. A 5 point win and a
satisfactory result.
Round 3- Mayo 0-13 Derry 0-10 (Away)-13th February
This was another difficult away trip to Celtic Park. A strong breeze made this a game of two halves.
Derry aided by the breeze led by 0-9 to 0-3 at half time. With the breeze in the second half we hit 10
unanswered points to their solitary point running out 3 point winners in a tense finish.
Round 4- Mayo 1-12 Wicklow 2-16 (Home)-25th February
We went in to this game with 3 wins but knew that Wicklow would as always be a stern test. We had
to recover from the concession of two early goals but played with composure and confidence
throughout to win by 3 points. We had qualified for the league final with a game to spare.
Round 5- Mayo 0-14 Down 3-19 (Away)-11th March
We made the long trip to learning we had already qualified for the final. Down needed to win to
qualify for the final. The team management used the game to give all players some gametime. Down
at full strength ran out comfortable winners.
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Division 2B League Final
Mayo 1-15 Down 0-14-18th March Kingspan Breffni Park
This was a completely different game to the game in a week previously . A full strength mayo team
did not allow Down the freedom they enjoyed the previous week. The players hurled with skill and
determination throughout the field and were always in control of a shell shocked Down team who
never got the opportunities to get scores like they did in the previous game. It was a proud moment
for the players, management and the large travelling support when Captain Cathal Freeman
accepted the cup.
Overall this was a great achievement to capture the Division 2B title.
In 2019 we will be playing in Division 2A. This will be a big step up playing teams like Kerry, London,
Westmeath, Antrim and Meath. Already the players and management are looking forward to the
challenge.

Christy Ring Cup
Following the league success the players and management prepared for the championship with
great confidence. However they were mindful that in 2017 we had to survive a relegation playoff to
stay in this competition.
The format of the competition changed this year with two groups of four teams with the top two
teams going through to the semifinals and the bottom team in each group relegated to the Nicky
Rackard cup for 2019. The teams in our group were Wicklow, Kildare, Roscommon.
Round 1- mayo 2-11 Wicklow 1-20 (Away) Jpule Park Aughrim 12th May
We made the long trip to Aughrim for this first round meeting . This was a much stronger Wicklow
team than the one we had beaten in the league. We struggled to get into the game and convert
scoring chances. Overall we did not perform and Wicklow ran out easy winners.
Round 2 mayo 2-14 Kildare 2-14 (Home) 19th May James Stephens Park Ballina
This was a much inspired performance on round 1. We started the game scoring nine points without
reply before Kildare hit nine unanswered points. We scored four further points to lead by two at
halftime. Kildare scored a goal early in the second half and we had chances to win but could not
convert them. It was a bitter disappointment to lose by two points on the day.
Round 3 Mayo 0-11 Roscommon 1-17 (Away) 2nd June
We made the short trip to Athleague for winner take all clash with our near neighbours. Both teams
knew the winner would play in the Christy Ring Cup in 2019 and the losers wouyld be relegated to
the Nicky Rackard Cup. We have had a good winning record against Roscommon in recent years and
were confident that this would continue. However Roscommon had other ideas and led from the
start and ran out easy winners by nine points. This was a very disappointing performance and we
never matched Roscommon throughout the field. The loss meant we were relegated to the Nicky
Rackard Cup in 2019.
Overall this was a very disappointing. The team and management had high hopes of progressing to
the knockout stages of the competition but it was not to be for 2018.
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Christy Ring All Star Team
Congratulations to David Kenny who was selected on the all star team for 2018. He had put in great
performances all year and deserved his recognition.

U21 Team Management
John Waldron (Manager) Donal O’Brien and Adrian Brennan stepped down at the end of the 2017
season. I would like to thank them for the input over the last two years in charge.
David McGinn and Tom Phillips (Senior team management) were appointed joint managers.
All Ireland U21 B Championship
This is played as a straight knockout competition.
Mayo 0-18 Derry 3-15 Carrick on Shannon 14th July (Quarter Final)
We went into this game without any competitive games as the Connacht championship competition
is no longer played. This was a factor in the early part of the game when we conceded two goals.
While we played well after that we could not overcome these early setbacks and lost by nine points.
It is disappointing there are not more games available at this level.

Club Competition
Genfit Senior League
Four teams participated – Castlebar Mitchels Hurling, Ballyhaunis, Toureen and Westport.
The competition is played without a number of players on the county team. Played on a round robin
basis Toureen beat Ballyhaunis in the A Final and Castlebar beat Westport in the B final.

Senior Hurling Championship
Four teams participated- Castlebar Mitchels Hurling, Ballyhaunis, Toureen and Westport.
The competition was played on a round robin basis with Ballyhaunis topping the group and going
straight to the final.Second and third placed teams Toureen and Castlebar played in the semi final
with Toureen winning a high scoring and exciting game.
The final between old Ballyhaunis and Toureen was played in Ballyhaunis GAA Pitch before a large
crowd. The game was a tight affair but Toureen had superior scoring power and retained their title
on a scoreline of 0-15 to 0-11. Castlebar beat Westport in the B final.
Connacht Intermediate Championship
After their historic triumph in becoming the first Mayo winners of the Connacht Championship in
2017 Toureen again represented Mayo in 2018. They defeated Athleague (Roscommon) in the
quarter final by 0-19 to 1-9 and had to travel to London to play St Gabriels in the semi-final. They
came away 0-18 to 1-13 winners putting in a great performance. In the final they faced Oranmore of
Galway.
80 | P a g e

Under 21 Championship.
Three temas participated Caisleal Gaels/Ballyhaunis, Tooreen, Westport. The competition was
played on a round robin basis with Tooreen defeating Caislead Geals/Ballyhaunis in the final.
Underage Success – U16 Team
Congratulation to our U16 team who wom the All Ireland B title by defeating Donegal in the final.
This was a fantastic achievement for this grant of players many of whom had won an U14B All
Ireland title in 2017.
Congratulation also to all the coaches involved with the team.

Hurling Feile 2018
The Hurling Feile was played in Connacht and Westmeath/Longford in June.Six Mayo clubs played
and hosted teams – Claremorris, Castlebar, Ballyvary, Caisheal Gaels, Tooreen, Westport.
It was a great success on and offthe field and a great experience for the Clubs.

Poc Fada Competition
The 2018 event was again held in Boley Hill. Thanks to Pete Finn for making his lands available and
the Tooreen club for organising the event.
Winners – Senior – 1st Bobby Douglas – Tooreen
2nd Cormac Phillips – Ballyhaunis
U16 Over 40 -

1st Danny Hall - Tooreen
1st Ger Greally - Tooreen

Coiste Ioman Mhaigh Eo Changes
John Hopkins stepped down as Chairman at the end of 2017 after many years in the position. On
behalf of all involved in Mayo hurling. I would like to thank John for all his work over the years. John
was also a player and referee before he became Chairman. He is currently PRO of the Connacht
Council.
-

Jimmie Connor – Vice Chairman took over as Chairman in January.

Thanks To
-

All Clubs at Senior and underage level for their continued commitment to the promotion of
hurling in the County
Referees who are always abailable to officiate at all levels.
County Board Chairman Mike Connolly and all the County Board Officeers
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-

Michael Commins Administrator for his courtesy and help in dealing with all our issues and
requests.
Coaches involved with development squads.
Board No nOg Committee for their work in organising underage competitions and games
Local Media for their coverage of game.
Adrian Hession GPO for his ongoing commitment to coaching, development squads and
organisation of school competitions.
Jimmie Connor, Chairman, Ciara Buckley, P.R.O. Brendan Geraghty.
Fixtures Secretary for their work throughout the year.

_______________________________
Eoghan O’Conghaile
Runai Coiste Iomani Mhaigh Eo

Competition

Winner

Runner-Up

Referee

Senior Championship (Tyrell Cup)

Tooreen

Ballyhaunis

Charlie Collins

Senior B (Early Cup)

Castlebar

Westport

James Judge

Senior League (Genfitt Cup)

Tooreen

Ballyhaunis

Eamon MacSuibhne

Senior League (Genfitt Shield)

Castlebar

Westport

Charlie Collins

U21A

Tooreen

Ballyhaunis/CGaels

Pat Conlon

Adrian Hession – Mayo GAA Games Promotion Officer

Mayo GAA U-17 Hurlers (Celtic Challenge Cup):







U-17’s commenced in February with S&C testing and program.
Played three challenge games in preparation for competition.
Played 4 group games, beating Roscommon. Losing to Donegal, Sligo and North Galway.
Beat Cavan in Quarter Final.
Lost to Sligo in semi-final.
Thanks to the 28 players for competing in the campaign this year and to the mentors Ger
Greally (Tooreen), Thaigh Morley (Ballyhaunis), Finbarr Craughwell (Caiseal Gaels), Jamie
Rooney (Ballina) and Shane Morley (Physio).
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Mayo GAA U16 Hurlers:





U16s started in July under the guidance of Jamie Rooney, Ger Greally, John Kennedy, Ger
Murphy, Sean Mulchrone and Finbarr Craughwell.
In total the group took part in 12 trial/coaching sessions and 2 blitz/game days.
Panel of 38 won the McInerney Shield, beating Roscommon as well as winning the National
U16B All-Ireland Title (Ballyshannon).
Presentation of All-Ireland medals for this group to be organised for the New Year.

Mayo GAA U14 Hurlers:




Trials held in May under Adrian Hession, Richard Crinnegan, Michael Bolger & David Hurley.
Forty-eight players took part in trials and came into the extended panel.
Group took part in twelve trials/sessions and four blitz days throughout the year.

Blitz days included Connacht Feile (Bekan), National Academy Day (Bekan), All-Ireland ‘B’
(Abbottstown) and Connolly/Cunniffe (Bekan).

Connacht GAA Wheelchair Hurling:




Four players from Mayo GAA took part in Connacht GAA Wheelchair Hurling team in 2018.
Ten Connacht GAA collective coaching session days in Barnacarroll throughout 2018.
Five National Blitz Days in Dungiven, Mountbellew, Drogheda, Tralee and Dublin.

Secondary Schools Hurling:




Three Mayo Secondary schools currently taking part in Mayo Post Primary schools hurling
competitions.
Ballyhaunis CS, Rice College and St Colmans compete. Summerhill College (Sligo) also takes
part in Mayo Post Primary hurling competitions.
Four blitz days for 1st/2nd/3rd years organised by Connacht GAA throughout the year.

National Schools Hurling:








Forty-two national schools receive hurling coaching and take part in Cuman na mBunscoil
Hurling.
Competitions include Mini7s, Div1 (11-a-side), Div2 (9-a-side), Div3 (7-a-side) and Div4 (6-aside)
Fifity players took part in Connacht GAA Intercounty Go-Games Day in May in Loughgeorge.
Six schools took part in Cuman na mBunscoil Exhibition Go-Games in McHale Park in March.
Four players played in Mini7s exhibition in Croke Park.
Memorial Blitz Days as part of club/school links feature Andy Walsh, Vinny Judge, Anthony
Golden, Phil O’Reilly, Pat Cox and Eugene O’Shea Memorial club hurling blitz days.
In total 38 blitzes held this year.
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Hurling Coaching/Referee Education:






Four Foundation Award Hurling Coaching Courses saw 83 coaches graduate.
Five coaching workshops with Martin Fogarty (Kilkenny) with various squad.
Connacht GAA Coaching Workshop with Sean McMahon, Derek McGrath & Jamsie
O’Connor.
One hurling coach currently undertaking Award2 Connacht Hurling Course.
Connacht Hurling beginner referee course with 3 hurling referees graduating.

Hurling Summer Camps:




Four stand-alone hurling Cul Camps in July.
Tooreen, Westport, Caiseal Gaels & Ballyvary.
Castlebar Mitchels Hurling on the Greens ran for six weeks during summer with 60+ children.

Mayo GAA Club Hurling Competitions:








Four teams took part in Mayo GAA U17 Hurling League.
Four teams took part in Mayo GAA U16 Hurling championship.
Six teams took part in Mayo GAA U14 Hurling Feile and championship.
Six teams hosted for National Feile na nGael this year.
Six clubs took part in Mayo GAA U13 Hurling Mini league.
Six clubs took part in Mayo GAA U12 Hurling Mini league and festival finals.
Eight clubs took part in Mayo GAA U10/U8 Go games mini leagues.

Special Thanks






Mayo GAA Main Officers: Michael Connolly (Chair), Seamus Tuohy (VChair), Dermot Butler
(Sec), Kevin O’Toole (Treas), Ml Cummins (Admin) and Paul Cunnane (PRO).
Hurling Committee Officers: Jimmy Connor (Chair), Eugene Connolly (Sec), Ciara Buckley
(PRO).
Coiste Iomana na nOg: Jimmy Connor (Chair) & Thaigh Morley (Sec).
Bord na nOg: Con Moynihan (Chair).
Coaching Committee: Liam Moffett (Chair) & Billy McNicholas (Sec).

Cuman na mBunscoil: Aodan O’Cuiv (Chair), Neil Reilly (Sec), Ml Bracken (Treas) & Danny Charlton
(PRO).

Adrian Hession
Coaching and Games Development
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Tuariscail Forbartha 2019
Uaillaim O Ceallaigh
In my fourth year as Development Officer I wish to commend all Clubs on their fine facilities.
Clubs are improving their facilities to a very high standard every year and this requires a lot
of planning, time and dedicated Officers.
If I can be of any assistance to any Clubs embarking on new projects in the near future
please do not hesitate to give me a call.
Last year CLG Tuar Mhic Eadaigh were recognised by receiving Connacht Club of the year for
their huge efforts with a fine development which will serve the area for many years to
come.
Castlebar Mitchels are the Mayo Club of the year for 2018 and are very close to completing
a new all weather facility at the rear of An Sportlánn.
In all twelve Clubs in Mayo received grants from Connacht Council amounting to €57,000.00
in total.
This is a great iniatative by Connacht Council and has provided much needed funding to the
following Clubs
Bonniconlon
Davitts
Louisburgh

Ballyhaunis
Islandeady
Westport

Claremorris
Kilmovee Shamrocks
Ballycastle

Tuar Mhic Eadaigh
Knockmore
Castlebar

I would ask Clubs to contact me before they embark on any projects and I can advise them
best to prepare for applications for funding.
Clubs have now the options of preparing Club Plans from 1, 3 and 5 Years.
I would like to thank Philip Heneghan and Gerry Bourke for the upkeep of MacHale Park and
also my own Committee Members, Cathy Carney, Gerry Bourke, Jerry Henry, Padraic
Corcoran, Peter Geraghty along with Michael Cummins in their assistance in reviewing the
grant applications and talking to the Clubs before the final paperwork was submitted.

Best wishes for 2019, Uailliam O Ceallaigh, Oifigeach Forbartha,
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Mayo Handball County Board Report 2018

Mayo Handball started their year in November 2017 with a ref’s Course on
the 2nd of November delivered by Darragh Daly Croke Park with 26 members
present.
On the weekend of 25th November we hosted the 40X20 Adult Nationals with
9 Clubs around Mayo hosting games for the weekend.
The County Board also organised a 40X20 Adult Tournament for the 14\15th
October with Newport and Aughagower hosting the games. It was a great
success.
The juvenile Committee ran the Juvenile League with big numbers again this
year Darragh Ruane Coaching and Development Officer organised a Juvenile
Ace Tournament on the 9th December hosted by Aughagower and Carnacon
with over 30 Juveniles taking part.
Once again Mayo played host to the Wall Ball Nationals and She’s Ace
Tournaments.
The usual Club Tournaments were also hosted within Clubs including the
Liam Burke Memorial Tournament and the final McGee Tournament after38
years.We congratulate our National All Ireland and World Title Winners for
2018 in both Adult and Juvenile.
2018 ROLL OF HONOUR
40X20
Claire Reynolds
Claire Reynolds\Cuilleann Bourke
John Coyne
Pat Hopkins\Kevin Geraghty
WORLDS 2018
Patrick Murphy
Ian McLoughlin
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GU17S
G Senior Colleges
GMBS
DMAD
Men’s 19&U Wallball Doubles
Men’s A Doubles

This year 3 Clubs in Mayo Carnacon, Claremorris and Newport completed the
refurbishment of their Courts.
Croke Park have proposed a new Clar which is in discussion at the minute
and if it goes ahead it will be introduced in 2019 with many changes coming
in handball.
All Mayo Handball Clubs purchased Cairde Mhaigheo tickets from Mayo GAA
and we had one Club winning €500. Mayo GAA sponsored Mayo Handball
with 50 Adult Jerseys for 2017 and 60 Juvenile Jerseys in 2018.
This is a great help to Mayo Handball as we don’t have any others means of
funding. Michael Heraty and Ciaran Burke informed the meeting that they
have attended GAA Coaching and Games Meetings which have included
Handball and they will try to promote the game. They intend to advertise it
on twitter etc. They will work with Andy Moran and Jason Doherty in
showcasing the game. Mayo Handball will encourage the GAA to include new
Alleys in the Centre of Excellence.
It was also noted that the All Ireland Senior Champion from Connacht was
Martin Mulkerrins. Main points taken from Connacht meeting was the
initiation of the Connacht strategic plan. A group has been formed to draft
this plan and work to publish this to Connacht Council GAA. A second point of
note is to clubs to continue the support of the Connacht Council GAA lotto. It
was deemed a successful venture for clubs who availed of the money from
this and further support image been asked from Handball.
Is mise le meas,
Margaret Ruane
Secretary
Mayo Handball County Board.
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Scór! - 2018
The last year has been a very busy one for us all involved with Coiste Scór Mhaigh Eo
We ran three county championships, and eight divisional championships
Four Connacht titles were won and Aghamore had the truly unique achievement of winning two All
Irelands on the same day in the All Ireland Scór Sinsír.

I want to thank All the clubs took part in our competitions,





All the national schools and their mentors who took part in Scór na bPaistí
All the Club and divisional offers who have supported us
Especially Mary Fergus in West Mayo, Grainne Kelly Frain in East Mayo, Mary Loughney in
the North and John Muldoon in South Mayo
Ann Forry an Oiﬁgeach Caidreamh Poíblí , Mary Fergus an Cisteoir agus Grainne Kelly Frain
an Runaí who have worked as a dedicated team all year and who I am most fortunate to
have staying with me into next year
I also want to congratulate Tom Roche Kilfian who was rewarded with a long service reward
for his dedication to Scór at this year’s Scór Sinsir Finals
Comhghairdeas Tómas

RESULTS of MAYO COUNTY FINAL of SCÓR SINSIR
Tráth na gCeisteanna Boird - Claremorris GAA
Solo Singing - Carol Freeley, Ballyhaunis GA
Recitation - Angela Dowd, Claremorris GAA
Ballad Group - Castlebar Mitchels GAA
Léiriú - Aghamore GAA
Instrumental Music - Aghamore GAA
Set Dancing - Aghamore GAA
Aghamore GAA also won the trophy for best club overall.
Comhghairdeachas le ‘chuile duine
Adjudication: I want to take this opportunity to thank all those who make their services available to
us as adjudicators. Everyone will agree that they do a superb job and while we all may have our own
personal opinions, we are very fortunate to have such a panel of expertise that we can call upon.
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Stewards: I want to thank all those who turn up to steward at the various Scór events. It is still great
to see that, so many people give freely of their services.
A special work of thanks all thosewho assisted in Breaffy GAA for County Scor na Nog and at Balla
Comminity Centre for Scorn a Paistí and Scor Sinsear.

I wish to pay tribute on a personal level to EVERYONE who has helped me in the carrying out my
duties over the past year as Cathaoirleach of Coiste Scór Mhaigheo.
Seamús MacGiobúin
Cosite Scór Maigh Eo
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Mayo Post Primary Schools Report For Mayo
GAA Convention December 2018
The Mayo Post Primary Schools held football competitions mainly in September and October in
Senior, Junior, Juvenile and First Year at A, B, C and D levels, the winners and runners-up of which
are listed below.
The competitions were held as blitzes with the top teams playing off in finals. Most of these finals
have been played with the remaining games fixed as shown. As can be seen from the results most
Schools in the county got to at least one final. These competitions serve as a great warm-up for the
Connacht competitions which follow.
Well done to Rice College on reaching the All-Ireland Senior A final who were very unlucky not to
bring the Hogan Cup back to Mayo.

Mayo Post Primary Results 2018/19
Winners.

Runners Up

Flanagan A
St Geralds Castlebar

St Colman’s

Flanagan B
St. Brendan's Belmullet

Balla Sec School

Flanagan C
Gortnor Abbey C’molina

Scoil Mhuire Swinford

Flanagan D
Davitt College Castlebar Colaiste Chomain Rossport

Colleran A
St Murdeach's Ballina

V

St Gerald's Castlebar on 23rd Nov. 2018

Colleran B
Balla Sec. School

St. Louis Kiltimagh

Colleran C
St Brendan's Belmullet
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V

Scoil Mhuire Swinford on 30th Nov. 2018

Colleran D
Rossport/Lacken

V

Moyne College/ Tourmakeady T.B.A.

O'Haire A
St. Gerald's Castlebar

St Murdeach's Ballina

O'Haire B
Ballyhaunis C.S.

Gortnor Abbey Crossmolina

O'Haire C
St. Brendan's Belmullet Balla Sec. School
O'Haire C
St Patrick's Lacken-Cross St Joseph's Charlestown

First Year A
St Murdeach's Ballina

V

Rice College W’port T.B.A.

First Year B
Ballyhaunis C.S.

St Joseph's Foxford

First Year C
Gortnor Abbey C’molina. Balla Sec. School
1st & 2nd Year
To be played in 2019

I would like to thank all the schools who participated in the school blitzes, we had great support
from all the schools. A special thanks to all the clubs who gave us the use of their facilities, Ballina
Stephenites, Belmullet GAA, Cill Chomain GAA, Crossmolina GAA, Kilfian GAA, Westport
GAA,Swinford GAA, Ballaghdereen GAA, Mayo Gaels GAA, Mayo GAA for the County Board Pitches
and the Connacht Centre of Excellence which hosted the majority of the games. Thanks as well to all
clubs who host local schools home games. I would also like to thank the referees who refereed the
games. Congratulations to all our winners and well done to all the other school teams for
participating.
Thanks also to the County Board for support and also to all the clubs in the county for their annual
financial contribution to Mayo Post Primary Schools.

M Herr, J Holian.
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Hearings Committee Report 2018

Mayo Hearings Committee 2018
Mattie Joe Connolly (Chairman) (Garrymore)
Tod O’Mahony (Secretary) (Kiltimagh)
Joe McVeigh (Bohola Moy Davitts)
Pat McManamon (Burrishoole)
Anthony Egan (Bonniconlon)
John Kilgallon (Ballaghadereen)
Sean Higgins (Davitts)
PJ King (Knockmore)
Michael Diskin (Castlebar Mitchels)
Craig Midleton (Claremorris)

In 2018, the Hearings Committee sat on 11 occasions in total. On 10 occasions this
was to hear cases against players accused of committing infractions and on one
occasion to deal with an appeal from a refusal to allow transfers. The hearings in
relation to the 10 players involved a broad range of alleged infractions that came
before the Committee. The infractions alleged against players ranged from
dangerous play to using abusive language to a referee or other match official. In
relation to the appeal regarding the transfers, the transfers were allowed.

Of the 10 cases heard by the Committee involving players, 3 resulted in the
infractions being considered not to have been proven. 1 resulted in the alleged
infraction being reduced to a lesser infraction which did not require a match
suspension and 6 resulted in a penalty involving a suspension being imposed. The
penalty being at least the minimum penalty appropriate to the infraction as set out in
the Official Guide 2018.
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We would ask Clubs to note the following:
It is not the job of the Hearings Committee to re-referee a game. Arguments that a
referee made a mistake need to be supported by compelling evidence. Rule
7.3(aa)(vi) of the Official Guide Part 1 2017 (page 145) states:
“A Referee's Report, including any clarification thereto, shall be presumed to
be correct in all factual matters and may only be rebutted where unedited
video or other compelling evidence contradicts it”
Where a player/official seeks a hearing on any proposed infraction, the Hearings
Committee must decide if there is compelling evidence to contradict what a referee
sets out in his report. It is up to the player/official to satisfy the Committee that there
is such compelling evidence to contradict what the referee says in his report. In
reality, the main form of compelling evidence sufficiently persuasive for the Hearings
Committee is video evidence and it is very difficult to succeed before the Committee
without such video evidence.
Procedure for Players seeking Hearing
In the first instance a player, subject to disciplinary action, has a penalty proposed by
the Mayo Competitions Control Committee (CCC). A player can accept that penalty
or, if he is dissatisfied with what is proposed, he can seek a hearing on the charge
before the Hearings Committee. Once a player seeks a hearing then no decision has
been made. It is then a matter for the Mayo Hearings Committee to make a decision
on that charge, Once the Hearings Committee makes its decision then, if the player
is not satisfied, the player has the right of appeal to the Connacht Hearings
Committee. That is the end of the process but the player, if still dissatisfied with the
decision on appeal, may seek to have the matter referred to Arbitration and that will
go to the Disputes Resolution Authority (DRA) of the GAA.
The Mayo Hearings Committee strives to ensure that anyone who opts for a hearing
is afforded fair procedures and the Committee is mindful of the many decisions that
have been made by the DRA and other decision making bodies determining that
anyone seeking a hearing in GAA disciplinary matters is afforded a fair hearing and
fair procedures appropriate to the disciplinary action.
The Committee also seeks to ensure that if a player/official/club is subject to
disciplinary action then that charge is dealt with as expeditiously as possible and any
unjustified delay is avoided.
Tod O’Mahony
Secretary
Hearings Committee
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Officers/Nominations 2019
Oifig/Position

AINMNIUCHÁIN 2019

Nominations 2019

PATRÚN - Patron

Padraic Ó Maolduin

Paddy Muldoon

UACHTARÁN - President

Tomas Ó Macháin

Tom Maughan

CATHAOIRLEACH Chairperson

Micheal ó Conghaile

Michael Connolly

LEAS-CATHAOIRLEACH Vice Chairperson
RÚNAÍ - Secretary

Seamus ó Tuaithaigh

Seamus Tuohy

Diarmuid de Buitleir

Dermot Butler

RÚNAÍ CÚNTA - Assistant
Secretary
CISTEOIR - Treasurer

Rónán Ó Cearáin

Ronan Kirrane

Caoimhín O Tuthail

Kevin O’Toole

CISTEOIR CÚNTA -Assistant
Treasurer
OIFIGEACH CAIDREAMH
POIBLÍ (PRO)
OIFIGEACH FORBARTHA Development Officer
OIFIGEACH OILIÚNA Coaching Officer
OIFIGEACH CULTÚIR Cultural Officer
OIFIGEACH NA BPÁISTI Children’s Officer
ÁRD COMHAIRLE - Central
Council
COMHAIRLE CHONNACHT
1 - Connacht
COMHAIRLE CHONNACHT
2 - Connacht

Ger Mac Aodha

Ger McHugh

Pól ó Cuinneáin

Paul Cunnane

3.11 (a)

3.11 (a)

Liam ó Mofáid

Liam Moffatt

Seamus Mac Giobúin

James Gibbons

3.11 (a)

3.11(a)

Sean Mac Eil

Sean Mac Eil

Pauric Mac Niochlas

Paddy McNicholas

Gearoid de Burca

Gerry Burke
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Voting allocations
North

Allocated

West

Allocated

Ardagh

3

Achill

3

Adrnaree

3

Balla

3

Ballina Stephenites

3

Ballintubber

3

Ballycastle

3

Shane Quinn (West Secretary)

1

Ballycroy

3

Breaffy

3

Belmullett

3

Gerry Bourke (Connacht Council Delegate)

1

Bonniconlon

3

Seamus Tuohy (Vice Chair)

1

Vincent Neary (Childrens Officer)

1

Burrishoole

3

Crossmolina

3

Castlebar Hurling

3

Dermot Butler (County Secretary)

1

Castlebar Mitchels

3

Mick Herr (North Chair)

1

Islandeady

3

Liam Moffatt (Coaching Officer)

1

Kilmeena

3

Kilfian

3

Willie Kelly (Development Officer)

1

Killala

3

Louisburgh

3

Kiltane

3

John Gibbons (West Chair)

1

Knockmore

3

Parke

3

Sean McEil (Central Council Delegate)

1

Tuair Mhic Eadaigh

3

Lahardane

3

Kevin O Toole (County Treasurer)

1

James Gibbons (Scor Chair)

1

Westport

3

Lacken

3

Moygownagh

3

Cill Chomain

3
1

John Walker(North Secretary)

55
South

Allocated

45
East

Allocated

Ballinrobe

3

Aghamore

3

Claremorris

3

Ballaghdereen

3

Davitts

3

Con Moynihan (Bord na Nog Chair)

1

Paul Cunnane (County PRO)

1

Ballyhaunis

3

Ronan Kirrane

1

Mary Prenty (East Secretary)

1

Garrymore

3

Charlestown

3

John Farragher (South Chair)

1

Eastern Gaels

3

Shrule Glencorrib

3

Kilmovee

3

Hollymount Carramore

3

Kiltimagh

3

Michael Connolly(County Chair)

1

Paddy McNicholas (Connacht Council Delegate)

1

Ger McHugh (County Asst Treasurer)

1

Bohola Moy Davitts

3

Michael King(South Secretary)

1

Swinford

3

Kilmaine

3

Michael Daly (East Chairperson)

1

Mayo Gaels

3

Tooreen

3

The Neale

3

Jimmy Connor (Hurling Chairman)

1

33

35

Cumann na mBunscoil

1

Total electoral votes

Post Primary

1

North

55

Handball

1

South

33

3

East

35

West

45

Others

3
171
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Motions 1 - 4
Games U20-U21 (CCC)

1. Aghamore Gaa Club would like to propose a motion of playing the under 20/21 group stage
championship matches in February/March. (U-20/U-21)
(Achadh Mór)
2. Aghamore Gaa Club would like to propose a motion of changing the underage structure to
under 13, 15, 17 & 20 age groups. (Underage & U-20/U-21)
(Achadh Mór)
3. That the U-21 competition be changed to a knock out format in 2019, and if possible, to be
played early in the calendar
(Baile an Tobair)
4. (U21) That, in the event there are in excess of 32 competing Clubs, the
2019 competition be graded into 4 levels: a group of 8 at A level, a group
of 8 at B level, a group of 8 at C level, a group of 8 at D level and the
remainder at E level. At each of the A, B, C and D level, the teams be
divided into 2 sections of 4 teams per section. Each team in each section
to play all other teams once. The top team and the team in second place
go forward to the county semi-final. At E level the group arrangements to
be left to the discretion of the CCC.
(Coillte Magh)
Motion 5
Underage/Bord na Nog
5. From 2019 and each year thereafter, the underage competitions in both
hurling and football would be organised as follows: U18, U15 and U13
would play championship and league and U16, U14 and U12 would play
league only. (Underage)
(Coillte Magh)
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Motion 6
Team Amalgamations/Clubs/Adult/Bord na Nog

6. That all requests for amalgamations at U-21, minor or younger grade teams be
submitted for consideration to the County Amalgamation Committee on or before
the 31st of January each year and all recommended amalgamations from this
Committee must be approved by the County Committee (Coilte Magh)
Motion 7(a) (b) (c) – 8 - 9
Intercounty Games/Admin/Other
7. (a) For all Senior Inter-County Games, the Team line-out (Fifteen Players and maximum
Fifteen Panel Members - total thirty) shall be registered with the Committee-in-Charge not
later than 9 am on the Thursday before a weekend game for printing in the official match
programme.
Penalty: Withdrawal of Sideline Privileges from Bainisteoir for one game and maximum
€5,000 fine on the County Committee, depending on the circumstances
(b) No Players may be added to the registered Team or Panel after it has been submitted to
the Committee-in Charge.
Exception - A Goalkeeper or Sub-Goalkeeper may be replaced by another Goalkeeper and
such replacement shall only be allowed to play as a Goalkeeper
Penalty for playing,or including on the Team list submitted to the Referee, a player who has
not been registered with the Committee-in-Charge: Forfeiture of Game.
(c) A prescribed Team List (as issued by the Committee in Charge from time to time),
confirming the 15 starting players and maximum 11 additional panel members, shall be
submitted to the Referee not later than thirty five minutes before the official starting times
of the Game and shall only contain the names of Registered Players specified in paragraphs
(a) or (b), together with the Team Officials.
Penalty: Fine on the County Committee - up to a maximum of €1,000 for each minute over
the prescribed time.
(Cosite Chontae Mhaigh Eo)
8. Two of Mayo’s National Football League home games will be played at a North Mayo venue
from 2019.
(Cill Fhaoin
9. That Post Primary All Ireland Senior C and Senior D Finals Be Played In Croke Park as the A
and B Finals are.
(Cill tSeadna)
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Motions
Finance 10-12
10. That the county board detail to clubs the exact amount taken at the gate of games involving
the club during the championship season
(Baile an Tobair)
11. That all Insurance Liabilities be equalised between all registered Clubs in the County in the
same manner as the Gates Income is currently equalised between all Clubs
(Baile an Tobair)
12. The annual Cáirdre Mhaigheo Club Development Draw levy to be reduced for all Clubs by
25% from 2019.
(Cill Fhaoin)
Motions 13-21
Games – Admin General
13. That a club’s official colours be recorded and included in the 2019 Eolaire, and that this must
be the colours adhered to when decided who gets to wear home colours if there is a clash
(Baile an Tobair)

14. That clubs be fined if not strictly adhering to the numbers recorded in the official
programme for all championship matches
(Baile an Tobair)
15. Introduce a penalty of 3 points deduction to every team that plays a star player in a Star
league Game
(Garraí Mór)
16. Postponed County League Games will have an opportunity to be played within 30 days from
the date of the original fixture from 2019 onwards.
(Cill Fhaoin)
17. Teams that postpone County League Games, Divisional Games and all Bord na nÓg games
must provide one alternative date within the allocated time frame to schedule the fixture.
Otherwise the game will be conceded by the team who postponed the initial fixture.
(Cill Fhaoin)
18. That games played in any Mayo GAA competition played in temperatures exceeding 24
Degrees Celsius be subject to mandatory rather than discretionary water breaks for the
welfare of participating players and officials.
(Cill tSeadna)
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19. That it be mandatory for the county secretary to notify clubs of any provision for Extra-Time
when fixtures are published or distributed to club secretaries.
(Cill tSeadna)
20. That any club forfeiting a league fixture for any reason other than compassionate grounds
be subject to relegation from that division.

21. That the Mayo Senior League be restructured in the following manner
- Division 1 To Consist Of 2 Groups of 8 teams, comprising current Division 1 teams and
the top four Division 2 teams. Following the completion of seven rounds, the top two in
each group would qualify for semi-finals with the top team in each group having home
advantage against the runners up in the opposing group. The League Final would then
be contested at a neutral venue between the winning semi-finalists.
-

Division 2 To Consist Of 2 Groups of 8 teams, comprising current Division 2 teams placed
fifth to twelfth and the top eight Division 3 teams. Following the completion of seven
rounds, the top two in each group would qualify for semi-finals with the top team in
each group having home advantage against the runners up in the opposing group. The
League Final would then be contested at a neutral venue between the winning semifinalists potentially as part of a double header with the Division 1 final.

-

Division 3 To Consist Of 2 Groups of 8 teams, comprising current Division 3 teams placed
ninth to thirteenth and the top eleven Division 4 teams. Following the completion of
seven rounds, the top two in each group would qualify for semi-finals with the top team
in each group having home advantage against the runners up in the opposing group.

-

The League Final would then be contested at a neutral venue between the winning semifinalists.

-

Division 4 To Consist Of 2 Groups of 8 teams, comprising the bottom team in 2018 in
Division 4, all 2018 Division 5 team and the top three Division 6 teams. Following the
completion of seven rounds, the top two in each group would qualify for semi-finals with
the top team in each group having home advantage against the runners up in the
opposing group. The League Final would then be contested at a neutral venue between
the winning semi-finalists.

-

Division 5 would consist of all remaining 2018 Division 5 teams playing in three groups of
five, home and away. The winners of each group would then play in a three team group
to determine Division 5 league champions.

-

All regular league rounds to be completed prior to Round 3 of Championship Group
Phases.
(Cill tSeadna)
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Motion 22
The Bye Laws of Mayo County Board as circulated be accepted and included Rule 3.11 (a) relating to
appointments to be included relating to Development Officer and Childrens Officer.
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