Bun Órduithe
In order that the proceedings of the Convention be 4. The Cathaoirleach may, at any time he considers
carried out without delay, the following standing
on the proposer for a reply, and when that has
orders shall apply.
been given, a vote must be taken.
1. The proposer of a Resolution or an Amendment
there to may speak for five minutes but not
5. Delegates may, with the consent of the
more than five minutes.
Cathaoirleach, move: “That the question or
motion be now put”, after which, when a
2. A delegate speaking to a Resolution or an
proposer has spoken, a vote must be taken.
Amendment must not exceed three minutes
6. StandingOrders shall not be suspended for the
3. The proposer of a Resolution or an Amendment
purpose of considering any matter not on the
may speak a second time for three minutes
agenda, except by the consent of a majority
before a vote is taken, but no other delegate can
present and entitled to vote.
speak a second time on the same Resolution or
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Coiste Chontae Phort Láirge
Tionólfar Comhdháil Bliantuil Phort Láirge C.L.G. sa Ostáin Leathlobhair, Dun Garbhán Dé Deardaoin 17ú lá
Nollag 2015, ar a 7 a chlog direach. Is dheacht do gach Cumann a ghlach pairt i gcraobh chomortaisí 2014
beith i lathair – 3 theachtaí an Cumann.

Clár
1. Comhdháil Bhliantúil ag tosnu ar 7 a clog i.u. direach
2. Miontuairiscí An Chomhdáil dheiridh
3. Glacadh le Bun – Orduithe
4. Tráchtais Cuntas Cothromaóichta
5. Tuarascáil An Runaí
6. Glacadh le Tuaraiscí Coistí An Iarthair agus An Oirthir
7. Óráid An Cathaoirleach
8. Toghadh na hOifigeach
9. Roghnú Oifigeach na Leanaí
10. Ceapach Inniuchtoir 2016
11. Na Rúin
12. Aon Gno Eile
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Cathaoirleach
Leas Cathaoirleach
Cisteoir
Oifigeach Forbartha
Oifigeach Forbartha Na gCluichí
Oifigeach Caidrimh Poiblí
Oifigeach Gaeilge
Teachta Comhairle na Mumhan
Teachta Ard Comhairle

Padraig Seosamh Ó Riain (Caislean Cuanach)
Seán Micheál O’Reagáin (An Chill)
Seán Mac Sheáin (An Baile Dubh)
Eimear de Barra (Lios Mhór)
Diarmaid O Faoláin (An Baile Nua/Baile Uí Dhioráin)
Mac Dara Mac Donncha (An Rinn)
Eoin Sabhaois (Cnoc Síon)
Néill Ó Crónáin (Cill Mhic Thomaisín)
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Seán Ó Laoire (Baile Ui Dhuibh)
Tomás Ó hAonghusa (An Chill)
Tomás Ó Cuinneagáin (An tSraidbhaile)
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Tuairisc An Runai
Secretary’s Convention Report 2015
It is my great pleasure to present to Annual
Convention, my final Secretaries report on the
happenings in Cumann Luthchleas Gael, Phort
Lairge for 2015 and perhaps to reflect on the
past seven years of my stewardship and
changes that might need to be made in the
future.

in Pairc Ui Rinn on 17th June but our failure to
progress against Clare in the Semi Final was a
disappointment.
Once again our Under 21 & minor footballers
failed to progress. The U21’s went down 2 – 11
to 0 – 3 against Clare while the minors were
beaten by Tipperary and Limerick.

First of all, I would like to thank all of the Clubs
in the county and their officers for their help,
not alone throughout this year, but over the
past number of years in the running of the
various Hurling and Football competitions.

INTER COUNTY:
HURLING
Senior:
The serious business of the 2015 hurling season
got under way in the Gaelic Grounds in Limerick on a cold Saturday night on 14th February.
On home soil, Limerick were the hot favourites
to take the two points on offer in the opening
game in Division 1b (effectively Division 2) of
the Allianz Hurling League.

Completing all adult championships in 2015 in
time for the Munster Club Championship was a
very challenging experience. All were completed on time and all our County Champions
got the opportunity to participate in the Munster Club Championships. The turnaround time
in the Senior and Intermediate football was far
from satisfactory. The fact that in Waterford all
clubs have a dual involvement in Hurling and
Football makes planning games very difficult
and this is compounded when clubs qualify for
the knockout stages of both codes.

Waterford were very much the outsiders here
but a very good pre-season training plan,
together with an injection of new young players
gave Waterford hope. Most pundits predicted a
home win for Limerick but Waterford had other
ideas. The game ended in a draw, Waterford 0 –
22 Limerick 2 – 16 but Waterford were disappointed not to have come away with the win.
However the Deise had laid down a marker in
the opening game.

I would also like to thank my fellow officers and
the officers of both Divisional Boards and Board
Na nOg for their help throughout the year and
indeed for the past seven years. In particular I
would like to thank Pat Grant for his assistance
in the running of club fixtures.

Wins against Laois in Walsh Park, 3 – 21 to
0 - 12 and away to Offaly in Tullamore, 2 – 18 to
1 – 14 were followed up with a very polished
performance in Walsh Park V Antrim (4 – 30 to 0
– 10) to leave Waterford top of the table and
needing only a draw in our last game V
Wexford to gain promotion.

On the playing fields, 2015 will be remembered
for Waterford winning the Allianz Hurling
League for only the third time,
gaining promotion from Division Two and
reaching the All Ireland Hurling Semi Final.
In football, winning the McGrath Cup against
U.C.C. in Fraher Field and beating Cork in Clashmore were the highlights of the season, but our
failure to gain promotion from Division Four
was again a disappointment.

In Wexford Park on 22nd March, Waterford put
in a very fine performance and guaranteed
promotion with a 0 – 22 to 0 – 16 victory.
In the Allianz Quarter Final, Waterford proved
too strong for Galway in Walsh Park, running
out winners 0 – 20 to 0 – 12.

At underage, the failure of our Minor Hurlers to
remain in contention past April was a major
disappointment. Defeats to Tipperary and Limerick meant we were out of competition far too
early in the season. Our Under 21 Hurlers
recorded a very significant victory versus Cork

In the semi-final, Waterford recorded a famous
victory against Tipperary in Nowlan Park, Waterford 1 – 19 (22), Tipperary 2 – 15 (21) to set up a
final appearance versus Cork.
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Waterford, who were appearing in their first
Allianz League Final since 2007, had momentum going into the final but still many did not
give us a chance of beating Cork who had
qualified for the final thanks to a miraculous
recovery from 10 points down just after half
time against Dublin in the other semi-final.
In front of 17,559 spectators on Sunday, May 3rd
Waterford recorded only the County’s third
Hurling League victory on a score line of 1 – 24
to 0 – 17.

M Walsh, A Gleeson (0-03, 0-01 s/l); C Dunford
(0-04), M Shanahan (0-09, 0-06f, 0-01 65), J
Dillon
Subs: P Curran for Dillon, Stephen Bennett for
Shane Bennett.

The Déise had nine different scorers in Thurles
as substitute Tom Devine’s 64th-minute goal
killed off the Cork challenge.

And so the curtain came down on what was a
good season for the Waterford Senior hurlers.
Promotion to the top flight was the priority
from the start of the season and the Allianz
League win was a huge bonus. Reaching the
All-Ireland semi-final was also a major achievement and it is wonderful to see the supporters
get behind the team once again.
Roll on 2016!

Waterford’s ace marksman Pauric Mahony
produced a high-class display, registering 0-11
as a first League title since 2007 was secured.
This victory represented a quite remarkable feat
for Waterford, who were relegated from the top
flight in 2014 before topping Division 1B this
year.

Under 21
With our minor teams regularly reaching Munster finals over the past few years, expectations
on the shoulders of the Under 21 team has risen
considerably. The general public expected the
U21’s to deliver.

And so it was on to the Munster Championship.
Having beaten Cork in the League final a few
weeks earlier many felt Waterford would struggle to overcome the Rebels for a second time in
Thurles on 7th June in the Munster Championship semi-final. However Waterford turned in
another fine performance and ran out winners 3
– 19 to 1 – 21.

Taking on Cork at a Cork venue is never an easy
task at any grade in hurling but our Under 21’s
took to the challenge. In a well contested game
the Deise came out on top 1 – 21 to 1 – 18 after
playing some very fine hurling.
And so it was on to Ennis on 15th July to play
Clare. In many ways this was a strange game.
Waterford looked to be in control for long
stretches of the game but never pulled away. In
the end it was Clare who put the stronger finish
and came out on top by two points. Clare 0 –
23 Waterford 1 – 18.
It was a disappointing end to the U21 season as
one felt that it was a game there for the taking.

In the final against Tipperary again in Thurles,
Waterford pushed Tipperary all the way but lost
out in the closing stages 0 – 21 to 0 - 16.
In the qualifiers, Waterford met a very stubborn
Dublin side in the All-Ireland quarter final and
were pushed all the way but prevailed in the
end 2 – 21 to 1 – 18.

Minor
Expectations on our minors have been high
over the past few seasons and 2015 was no
exception. A one point defeat to Tipperary (1 –
14 to 0 – 16) in April was followed by a five
point defeat to Limerick, 0 – 18 to 1 – 10 on 6th
May and for the first time in a good few years
Waterford Minors were out of competition in
the first week of May.

And so Waterford were back in Croke Park in
August for another All Ireland Semi- Final.
Waterford had huge support but one of the
most successful teams of all time, Kilkenny were
waiting. Exchanges were very tight in the
opening quarter but a well taken goal from T J
Reid was to be the decisive score. On the day
Kilkenny were marginally the better team but
Waterford pushed them all the way.

This is a worrying development for the county
as to build for the future we need to have our
minor teams in competition until August as
often as possible. We all need to redouble our

Waterford Team: S O'Keeffe; S Fives, B Coughlan,
N Connors; D Fives, T de Burca, P Mahony; K
Moran (0-01), J Barron; S Bennett (0-01),
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efforts to keep our minors competitive.

we played out a draw – London 5 – 6 Waterford
2 – 15.

Development Squads
The Development Squad system continues to
work well in the county.

The final game was away to Leitrim on 5th April
but with neither team having anything to play
for it was a non-contest with Leitrim coming
out on top 0 – 15 to 0 – 10.
And so the curtain came down on another
Allianz League season and we yet again failed
to gain promotion. To be fair to the team we
lost three games by two points and drew with
London. With a little more scoring power each
of these games could have been won witch
would have gained promotion.

Waterford was one of the first counties to embrace the Development Squad system and for
the past decade or so it has served us very well.
It is however getting increasingly difficult to get
mentors to commit to be involved in Development Squads at all ages and this is becoming a
serious issue in the county. All Clubs but particularly the strong hurling clubs need to ask
themselves why this is so and need to engage
with Coaching & Games to correct the situation.

Next up was the Munster Championship against
Tipperary in Thurles on 31st May. While it is true
to say that Tipperary football has moved on
over the past few seasons, their total superiority
in every sector of the pitch was totally shocking
from a Waterford point of view. We were totally
outplayed from start to finish. Tipperary 1 – 24
Waterford 0 – 5.

FOOTBALL
Senior
Winning four games on the bounce is a rarity
for Waterford footballers but that is exactly how
the McGrath Cup panned out in January. Wins
against U.L., C.I.T. and Cork put Waterford
through to the McGrath Cup final. In the final
Waterford put in a fine performance to overcome U.C.C. in the Fraher Field.

In the qualifier we did not fare much better
against Offaly in Tullamore going down 1 – 20
to 1 – 7.
So a season that promised much in January
petered out badly by June. The truth of the
matter is that Waterford needs to have the best
footballers in the county playing for the county
team in every competitive game. We must fully
accept that the “footballers” on the hurling panel
will not be available to the county football team
but there are several other top class players
who are not making themselves available to the
county football team.

In the opening round of the Allianz League
Waterford recorded a fine victory over Wicklow
in the Fraher Field – 0 – 14 to 0 – 10 to keep the
momentum of the McGrath Cup going. However our next outing away Offaly was a tough
experience and we were beaten 0 – 13 to 1 – 4.
Following a two week break, Carlow were the
visitors to Fraher Field. Waterford were much
improved from the Offaly game but poor shooting on the day was to prove our undoing.
Carlow 0 – 11 Waterford 0 – 9. With two defeats
on the trot the pressure was now beginning to
mount as points in the league table were getting hard to come by. An away trip to Longford
was next on the list and while Waterford put up
a very impressive display we still lost out by two
points – Longford 1 – 12 Waterford 1 – 10.

Under 21
Despite having prepared well our Under 21
footballers also suffered a heavy defeat at the
hands of Clare in Miltown Malbay on 11th
March. Having been largely uncompetitive at
minor level over the previous three years, this is
something that would not come as a total
surprise. Clare 2 – 11 Waterford 0 - 3
Minor
Our Minor footballer’s first outing was yet
another trip to Thurles to take on Tipperary.
Waterford competed hard but were outfought
on the night by a team that would ultimately
make it all the way to the All-Ireland final. Next
up was Limerick and Waterford were unlucky to

And so it was back to Walsh Park for a very
unique event. Waterford were playing Antrim in
an Allianz League double, hurling and football.
In a very close game Waterford missed a penalty in the dying moments and again lost out by
two points. A trip to London followed on 29th
March and in a game that was now academic
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lose out to Limerick by a single point 2 – 14 to 3
– 10.

were the ones struggling and they would end
up meeting De La Salle in the relegation final.
In the quarter finals, Ballygunner overcame
Mount Sion, Fourmilewater prevailed over a
very stubborn Roanmore side. Ballyduff Upper
shocked favourites Passage and Tallow scored
three goals to put Dungarvan to the sword.
In the semi-finals the meeting of neighbours
Tallow and Ballyduff Upper produced one of the
games of the championship with Tallow holding on for a one point win. 1 – 14 to 0 – 16. In
the other semi-final Ballygunner had too much
for Fourmilewater.

Development Squads and the future of Football
in the County
I wrote in the last two year’s reports that an
alarming gap has opened up between Waterford and the other five counties in Munster at
underage football level and the situation has not
improved at all in the past year. In fact if anything the gap is getting wider.
There is an urgent need to take stock of where
Gaelic Football is at in the county at the
moment. We have no second level College
(Secondary School) playing in the Munster “A”
colleges competitions and indeed we are barely
competitive in the “B” and “C” grades. Added to
this is the alarming number of walk over’s in the
club Minor and Under 16 championships here in
the county. These two factors alone do not
bode well for future improvement in the standard of football in the county.
It is now time for the football clubs to take
ownership of football in the county and come
up with ways to improve standards.

And so in the final it was Ballygunner versus
Tallow. Ballygunner were hot favourites but
Tallow pushed them all the way. While Ballygunner were the eventual winners on a score
line of 0 – 16 to 0 – 12, Tallow have made huge
strides and they can look forward to 2016 with
confidence.
Ballygunner had a fine win in the Munster Club
Championship against Glen Rovers of Cork to
qualify for the Munster Final. However in that
final they came up against a very strong Na
Piarsaigh side from Limerick city and lost out on
a score line of 2 – 18 to 2 - 11
In the relegation final De La Salle came out on
top to condemn Lismore, the second longest
serving senior club to the Intermediate grade
for 2016.

CLUB CHAMPIONSHIPS
As in previous years, our club championships
produced some fine games of hurling and
football, with exciting contests, major upsets,
and many talking points along the way.
HURLING
Senior
The start of the J J Kavanagh & Sons Senior
Hurling Championship was held up by the very
welcome involvement of the Waterford senior
hurlers in the Allianz League final but when it
did get under way on Friday 8th May Tallow and
De la Salle served up a thriller in Fraher Field
with the game ending in a draw, Tallow 1 – 15
De La Salle 2 – 12.

Intermediate
2014 Junior champions Modeligo blazed a trail
through the Western Division to qualify for the
Intermediate County final where they faced a
Portlaw side that has been making steady progress over the past few seasons. With a proud
tradition of senior hurling Portlaw were not
going to leave this one behind them. Modeligo
were unlucky to lose the services of their star
player Tom Devine prior to the game and had to
give second best on the day.
So Portlaw are back in senior ranks and they
can look forward to taking on the “big guns” in
2016.

As the season progressed, Ballygunner and
Fourmilewater set the pace in Group One with
Tallow and neighbours Ballyduff Upper also
qualifying for the quarter finals. Much to
everyone’s surprise De La Salle were struggling
and would end up in a relegation playoff.
In Group Two, Passage were setting the pace
closely followed by an ever improving youthful
Dungarvan side. Roanmore were surprising
many and they were followed into the quarter
finals by Mount Sion. In this Group, Lismore

Junior A
Fenor finally made the breakthrough in Junior
Hurling after many years of trying. The Eastern
champions proved too good for St. Marys, but
only just. On a difficult day for hurling on a very
soft pitch in Walsh Park they proved that persistence does pay off and hung on for a one point

6

win to make their own bit of history. Final score
Fenor 1 – 12 St. Marys 0 - 14

to 1 – 10.
FOOTBALL
Senior
For a number of years now the senior football
championship has been the preserve of the “top
three”, Nire, Stradbally and Ballinacourty. While
Clashmore Kinsalebeg, Kilrossanty and An Ring
have threatened to bridge that gap they seem
to have some way to go.

Junior B
Dunhill and Brickey Rangers contested this one
as the curtain raiser for the senior county final
and while Dunhill had too much for the Western
champions it was a fine contest. Dunhill winners 1 – 17 to 0 – 7.
Under 21
Unfortunately at the time of writing neither the
Under 21 A or B finals have been played.

The only real “shock” of the league section of
the championship was the defeat of Nire by
Clashmore Kinsalebeg in the first round. Apart
from that all other games more or less went
along predictable lines.

Minor
Division 1
The minor hurling championship continues to
be one of the county’s best competition.
Ballygunner, Cois Bhride, Passage & De La Salle
qualified for the semi-finals out of the group
after some terrific games of minor hurling. In
the semi’s, Ballygunner overcame Passage 0 –
15 to 1 – 11, while Cois Bhride recorded a fine
win over De La Sale 0 – 15 to 0 – 11.
In the final Cois Bhride were very unlucky not to
win their first Minor A title as they had a commanding lead going into the final quarter. However Ballygunner showed fighting spirit to force
a replay.
The replay was also a close affair but Ballygunner showed the stuff of champions and won 1 –
10 to 0 – 11.

With all league games played, Ballinacourty
toped Group 1 followed by Clashmore Kinsalebeg, Nire and Ardmore. This group was seriously disrupted by the walkover granted by De
La Salle to Nire. One would have to question the
commitment of a team that can’t field in a
senior championship game.
Stradbally toped Group 2 and they were
followed by Kilrossanty, Gaultier and Brickey
Rangers.
In the quarter finals Ardmore pushed Stradbally
all the way but had to give way in the end.
Clashmore Kinsalebeg played their worst football of the season and were well beaten by
Kilrossanty 2 – 10 to 0 – 5. Ballinacourty easily
overcame Gaultier and Nire accounted for
Brickey Rangers.

Division 2
Abbeyside and Clan na Gael made the running
in the league section of the championship and
they were joined in the semi-finals by St. Pats &
Clonea.

The open draw for the semi-final pitted Ballinacourty against Kilrossanty and Stradbally against
Nire. Many expected Ballinacourty to be comfortable winners over Kilrossanty but it was
anything but. A rapidly improving Kilrossanty
side pushed Ballinacourty all the way and could
count themselves unlucky not to prevail. In the
other semi-final Nire and Stradbally served up a
titanic battle before the “reds” prevailed 2 – 8 to
1 – 8.

However Abbeyside and Clan na Gael made it
safely through to the final with Abbeyside far
too good for Clonea and Clan na Gael recording
a big win over St. Pats.
The final was a close affair but Abbeyside prevailed in the end 1 – 16 to 2 – 11.
Division 3
Split into two Groups (East & West) this Division
was marred by too many walkovers. St. Oliver’s
and Portlaw topped their respective groups to
qualify for the semi-finals while Fourmilewater,
Ballyduff Upper, St. Saviours and St. Marys made
the quarter finals. However it was to be the top
two who would make it to the final.
In the final St. Oliver’s overcame Portlaw 2 – 11

The county final was played on Friday night 6th
November, the first senior county football final
under floodlights. It was a hugely competitive
game. Scores were very hard to come by but in
the end it was Stradbally who prevailed on a
score line of Stradbally 0 – 8 Ballinacourty 0 – 6.
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In the relegation final St. Saviours preserved
their senior status for 2016 with a win over De
La Salle in Walsh Park.

to separate them. The drawn game played in
May ended Cois Bhride 1 – 6 Brickey Rangers 0
– 9. The replay was not played until November
and on this occasion it was Cois Bhride 1 – 11
Brickey Rangers 0 – 4

Intermediate
Bunmahon and Ballinameela contested this
year’s J J Kavanagh & Sons Intermediate football county final and it took two games to separate the sides. In the drawn game it was Bunmahon that made all the early running but
Ballinameela slowly hauled themselves back
into the game. The replay was the other way
around but this time Bunmahon just could not
close the gap. Ballinameela winners 1 – 12 to
2 – 7.

Division 3
This Division suffered very badly from a high
number of walkovers. Indeed in the league
section there were only six games played out of
the schedule of 20.
St. Marys and Portlaw reached the county final
and in a very high scoring game in Walsh Park
St. Marys were victorious on a score line of 7 –
10 to 4 – 10.

Junior
Modeligo were just piped in the Intermediate
Hurling county final against Portlaw but they
made no mistake in the Junior Football decider.
They were very comprehensive winners over a
Roanmore side that never got going on the day.
Modeligo 1 – 9 Roanmore
0 – 2.

Club Fixtures into the Future
In another part of this booklet there are a
number of proposals from clubs for the restructure of the Senior Football and Intermediate
Hurling Championships.
My own view is that the number of senior
teams in both Hurling and football need to be
reduced to a maximum of ten and consideration should then be given to running a proper
ten team league with a knockout format championship that would have a losers group and a
“third” chance.

Under 21
In the Under 21 “A” Rathgormack made it two in
a row. Following up on their win over St. Oliver’s
in 2014 they had a 1 – 12 to 0 – 9 win over
Ballinacourty at Fraher Field.
In the “B” St. Marys needed a replay over Brickey
Rangers to make up for the disappointment of
losing last year’s final. St. Marys 2 – 12 Brickey
Rangers
2 – 2.

However looking at the senior grade in isolation
is not the long term solution. An expert group /
committee should be set up in 2016 to examine
and make proposals for all adult competitions.
This group should be given broad terms of
reference and should be made up of representatives of the Divisional Boards, the County
Board and Clubs. This group should also take
into account any changes to the Inter County /
Club scene that may arise after Congress as a
result of the very excellent proposals by Ard
Stiuthoir Paraic Duffy and President Aogán O
Fearghail.

Minor
Yet again the Minor Football championship was
devalued by the unacceptably high number of
walk overs.
Division 1
Gaultier and Ballinacourty made most of the
running in the league section and these two
were destined to meet again in the county final.
Ballinacourty had beaten Gaultier when the
sides met in the league section and while the
game was much closer, Ballinacourty again
came out on top 2 – 6 to 1 – 4.

This group should then make proposals for the
2017 season and beyond.
Referees, Conduct and Discipline
Once again I am very glad to be able to report
that, by and large the conduct of players and
mentors alike was of the highest standard in
2015. We had very few red card incidents
throughout the season and for this I must commend all the players in the county. It was also

Division 2
Division 2 of the minor football was split into
two groups but in the end both teams from
Group two ended up in the county final. Cois
Bhride and the Brickey Rangers needed a replay
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notable that there was not a significant number
of Black Cards issued in football games.
Whether this was due to a reluctance of referees to issue them or a reduction in cynical play
I’m not sure but the introduction of the Black
Card does appear to have had an effect in
reducing fouling.

physical fitness, injury prevention and modern
training methods.

While we did recruit a number of new referees
in 2015, the pool of referees available to officiate
at games is still an issue. There is an urgent
need to continue to recruit new referees. It is
high time that clubs that do not provide any
referees stood up to the plate.

However it is important that we all acknowledge the great work being done by all in
Coaching and Games. Eoin Breathnach,
Michelle Power, David Robinson and John
Quinn work tirelessly in the promotion of hurling and football throughout the county under
the direction of Michael Murphy. Ann Hogan
stood down from the position of Post Primary
Officer in 2015 after 11years in the job and we
thank her for her committement and dedicationduring that time. The ever improving standards, particularly in underage hurling over the
past number of years is a testament to their
work and we all now expect our underage
teams to do well as a result.

Coaching and Games
Elsewhere in this booklet there is a comprehensive report on the activities of Coaching and
Games from Michael Murphy

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all
the referees, umpires and linesmen in the
county that officiated at any game throughout
the year. Without your dedication and commitment our games could not go ahead.
Schools
Once again the primary and post primary
schools throughout the county continue to do
wonderful work in the promotion of both hurling and football. Without their efforts, Waterford
would not have the strong Gaelic Games base
and tradition that it currently enjoys. The
primary and post primary schools Boards continue to promote our games in the schools and
the schools competitions continue to form an
integral part of our games programme throughout the year.

Sponsorship
Our sponsors now form an integral part of the
day to day running of our association in the
county. Without their financial help we would
not be able to prepare our teams to the standards that we aspire to. Indeed it is noteworthy
that sponsorship income now surpasses gate
receipts by a considerable amount.
I am delighted to report that our flagship sponsor, 3 Mobile will continue to support all our
county teams with a most generous sponsorship package for the 2016 season. For that we
are very grateful and we would ask all our
supporters to in turn support 3 Mobile.
Lucozade Sport and Azzurri also make significant contributions to our county teams, while
Dungarvan Nissan provide the senior hurling
team with a gear van throughout the inter
county season. Elverys Sports came on board
for the 2015 season and we look forward to
working with them again in 2016.

There is concern that the participation levels in
sport including Gaelic Games in post primary
schools drops of alarmingly as pupils move up
through the years.
Waterford Coaching & Games and I have been
working on a plan to help post primary schools
improve participation levels at all ages. We will
shortly be launching this plan.
Waterford Institute of Technology too is a fertile
breeding ground for Gaelic games in the
county. Their fabulous facilities at Carriganore
are a huge help in the preparation of all our
county teams and the college continues to
promote hurling and football to all students
both male and female.

On the domestic club scene, J J Kavanagh &
Sons sponsor our senior hurling and football
championships and all our county finals. They
are an excellent sponsor and we greatly appreciate their help. Again we would ask all the
clubs in the county to use J J Kavanagh & Son
when hiring coaches.

Long term we need to continue to develop a
close working relationship between W.I.T.’s
Sports Science department and Waterford GAA.
We need to make best use of their expertise in
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Club Deise and the Dublin Supporters Club
continue to raise funds for team training and
their work is very much appreciated. The 2015
Punchastown race day was again a huge success and great credit is due to the organising
committee.

However much more work needs to be done.
Strict Cost controls must be maintained and
fundraising efforts will have to be redoubled.
A disappointing feature of our accounts is the
steady decline in gate receipts. The crowds at
many of our games are a disappointment.

Promotion
WLRfm continues to give great coverage to our
games. Kieran O’Connor’s commentaries bring
the games into the living rooms of people who
can’t attend and Liz Reddy, Kevin Casey, Sean
Organ, Matt Keane and others keep the public
up to date with the fixtures and results.

Conclusion
In conclusion I would like to take this opportunity to thank every person who helped the
GAA in any way in Phort Lairge in 2015. Without the countless hours of voluntary work that
goes on behind the scenes the GAA would not
continue to prosper like it does.

All the local newspapers, The News & Star, The
Munster Express, Waterford Today, The Dungarvan Leader and the Dungarvan Observer
devote large sections of their sports pages to
our games and for that we are very grateful.
Their match reports, analysis, photos and club
notes form part of supporter’s enjoyment of
our games. While their reports might occasionally be critical of us, it is usually deserved. We
thank you for your wonderful coverage.
Facebook, Twitter and “Smart Phones” now
form part of every young person’s life and we
have made great strides in using these social
media avenues to promote our games. Our
Website has been revamped and is now both
modern and up to date.

I would like to thank all the clubs in the county
and their officers for their help and cooperation throughout the year particularly in
relation to fixtures.
To my fellow officers I would like to express my
sincere thanks for all the help that they have
given me and the Association throughout the
year.

Finance
I am pleased to report that the finances of the
Board are in a reasonably healthy state in 2015.
The accounts show a small surplus of approx.
€6,000 for the year as compared to €12,000 in
2014.
Full credit must go to the County Treasurer and
Liam Cheasty in ensuring that our finances are
kept under tight control.
The contribution of €250,000 from the Munster Council was a massive boost to the county
and particularly to the Clubs. This money was
used to pay down debts and Waterford County
Board’s borrowings now stand at €130,615.
Taking into account that we have no overdraft
this is a major achievement and we can all look
forward to being debt free within two years.
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As this is my final report I would like to thank
every person that I interacted with over the
past seven years.
I would also like to take this opportunity to
welcome Pat Flynn to the job of County Secretary. Pat I wish you well in the job over the
coming years but I can warn you it won’t be
easy!!
Many members of the association both past
and present went to their eternal reward
throughout the course of 2015. They will all be
sadly missed by their families and clubs.
To every GAA family in the county who
suffered bereavements in 2015, I wish to send
you my condolences.
Is Mise
Tadhg O’Caoimh

Tuarascail Runai An Iarthair 2015
Padraig Mac Gráinne, Runaí
the co-operation of our clubs and the reasonably good weather in September and
October we got back on track finishing all
championships for Munster club competitions.
Our senior hurlers made a good start to
Allianz Hurling league drawing away to
Limerick on Valentines night, this was
followed up by victories over Laois at home,
Offaly away and Antrim at home. So it was
down to last away game to Wexford, and
winner takes all. We made a great start to
this game putting pressure on Wexford from
the throw in and ran out convincing winners
on the scoreline Waterford 0-22 Wexford
0-16. We now had a home draw against
Galway in the ¼ final. Again, we had a comprehensive victory taking the game to our
opponents and running out victorious on a
scoreline Waterford 0-20 Galway 0-12. The
semi-final was against local rivals Tipperary
and after a very shaky start when Tipp raced
into a 7 point lead we slowly took a grip on
the game and slowly started to dominate. In
a hectic finish we turned the deficit around,
and had 1 pt to spare at full time (Waterford
1-19 Tipperary 2-15). We had started out in
Division 1B and now we were in the League
Final versus Cork in Thurles on the May Bank
Holiday weekend. In what turned out to be a
memorable occasion, we ran out comprehensive victors on a scoreline Waterford 1-24
Cork 0-17. This was a fabulous performance
by a group of players and management and
great credit is due to all involved.
Then it was onto championship and back to
Thurles to play Cork in the semi final. This
game was a lot more difficult and Cork made
the early running, however our boys
retained their composure and a 2 goal blitz
put us back in control and we ran out
deserving winners on the scoreline Waterford 3-19 Cork 1-21. So Tipp were our opponents in the Munster Final and again it was
back to Thurles. After an asborbing final Tipp

Táim an-sásta tuarascáil imeachtaí na bliana
2015 a chur os bhur gcomhair arís. Bliain
rathúil speisialta a bhí againn sna comortaisí
iomána agus peile.
Beidh cuimhne againn go deo ar chuid de na
cluichí sar-iontach a chonaiceamar I rith na
bliana.
Gabhaim buíochas leis na himreoirí go léir as
ucht an taitneamh a thugadar dúinn, agus ba
mhaith liom freisin buíochas a ghabháíl le
gach éinne a chabhraigh liom i rith na bliana.
Gabhaim buíochas ó chroí leis na réiteoirí,
na maoir agus na daoine i mbun na
páirceanna.
Tá moladh speisialta tuillte ag an stáisiúin
raidió WLR FM – as craoladh d’ard chaighdean na gcluichí.
Leanann na páipéirí áitiúla ag tabhairt clúdach iontach ar na cluichí go léir agus gabhaim buíochas leo as ucht an méid atá
dáanta acu chun ar gcluichí a chur os comhair an phobail.
It gives me great pleasure in my fifth and
final year as Runaí to give a report on the
years activities to Convention on behalf of
Cumann Luthchleas Gael Portlairge Thiar
In my opinion, it was another very good year
for the Western Board and I believe that this
board is as strong and vibrant as ever. Convention offers an opportunity to look back at
the past year and to look forward and plan
for the future. Clubs through their delegates
are afforded the chance to look back at the
past year in order to highlight its successes
and examine the defects that may have
occurred.
I stated in last year’s report that we had
great co-operation from our inter county
managers as regards releasing of club players for our championships, this year proved a
lot more difficult due to the outstanding
success of our senior hurlers in qualifying for
the All Ireland semi-final and winning the
National Hurling League, which did effect
the master fixtures plan. However, thanks to
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disappointing year! However hope springs
eternal and the players and management
have got together and changed some of the
things they think went wrong last year and
they have also secured the services of Ephie
Fitzgerald as coach to the team. This is a
major step in the right direction and hopefully all the football clubs will make sure all
our best players are available for the county
team. If we can get our best team on the
field I have no doubt we are capable of getting out of Division 4. In my opinion I believe
we should do our level best to get out of
Division 4, and I would like to wish Tom Mc
Glinchy and his new management team and
players the best of luck for the coming year.
Our u21 Footballers were drawn away to
Clare and suffered a heavy defeat on a
scoreline Clare 2-11 Waterford 0-03. This was
a major disappointment as Ger Power and
his management had put in a lot of work
with this team. Hopefully we will get better
results in this grade this coming year.
Our U21 Hurlers were expected to do well in
this championship. Drawn away to Cork was
a tough beginning, but after a slow start we
took over throughout the pitch and ran out
deserving winners on a scoreline Waterford
1-21 Cork 1-11. It was off to Ennis for the
semi final against the reigning All Ireland
champions. Despite a heroic effort, and a
very tight finish we were edged out on a
scoreline of 0-23 to 1-18. This defeat was a
bitter pill to swallow as we knew we had a
team capable of contesting this championship and for the coming year we must make
a huge effort to continue the success of the
minors 3 years ago. As I write no management team is in place for this squad. Whoever is in charge must get more cooperation with the rest of the panels to make
sure we get this team playing to their full
potential.
In Minor Hurling we were drawn away to
Tipperary in Thurles and after an entertaining game we were disappointed to be
beaten on a scoreline Tipperary 1-14 Waterford 0-16.Thus we then had to play Limerick
in a qualifier, while we played very well in

ran out victors on a scoreline Tipperary 0-21
Waterford 0-16. This set us up for a quarter
final placing against Dublin, and after a
tough encounter, we ran out winners Waterford 2-21 Dublin 1-18. A semi final versus
neighbours Kilkenny awaited, and despite a
valiant effort we came up short against our
illustrious opponents on a scoreline Kilkenny
1-21 Waterford 0-18.
A massive year had come to an end and
great credit is due to the players, Derek Mc
Grath, his management team and all in the
back room staff. It was a real rollercoaster
ride for the year with a lot of great memories
and some outstanding matches. It is a great
achievement, as a county, to be back in
Division 1A and taking on the big guns and
trying to defend our League title. It won’t be
an easy task, but the players and management will not be found wanting. Also the
County Board will put every available
resource in place to help maintain our Division 1 status. Trying to follow up on last
year’s achievements will not be easy but I
would like to wish Derek Mc Grath, his management team Dan Shanahan and Fintan O
Connor, and all the players and backroom
staff the very best for 2016. Finally I would
like to congratulate our 3 All Stars Noel,
Maurice and Tadgh Young Hurler Of the year
as well. All well deserved. Congratulations!
Our Senior Footballers had a very disappointing League Campaign. After beating
Wicklow in our 1st match we then lost to
Offaly, Carlow, Longford and Antrim, drawing
with London and losing our last game to
Leitrim therefore finishing 2nd from bottom
on 3pts. Our situation wasn’t helped by
some of our best players not making themselves available for selection.
In the Munster championship we suffered a
very heavy defeat against Tipperary on a
scoreline 1-24 to 0-05. This was a very low
point in the season and it was very hard to
pick ourselves up for the qualifiers. We were
drawn at home to Offaly and despite a much
improved performance we still suffered a
comprehensive defeat on a scoreline of
Offaly 1-20 Waterford 1-07. Overall a very
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and ignore the other so we must make a
sustained effort to promote our language at
every opportunity. That is why it is necessary to take stock and see if there is any way
we can improve the situation and utilize
each and every occasion to keep our language to the fore. I also believe the current
Gaeltacht scholarships should be utilised
more. In Micheál Ó Drisleáin we have an
outstanding Oifigeach an Cultúir and I am
certain he would be delighted to work with
all our members in promoting our language.

the 1st half Limerick completely took over in
the 2nd half and ran winners 0-18 to 1-10.
Another disappointing year in minor hurling
and this is developing into a worrying trend
and is something that needs to be addressed
as it is important that we continue producing young players who can be nurtured and
developed for the years ahead.
Our Minor Football team was drawn against
Tipperary and again defeat was our lot on a
scoreline
2-16 to 1-07. We then had to
travel to Newcastlewest to play Limerick.
From the start, we really took the game to
our hosts and led at half-time, however
Limerick came back into the game in the
2nd half and aided by a late goal just got the
better of a gallant Waterford team on a
scoreline 2-14 to 3-10. Well done to all concerned it was a supreme effort on the night
and I have yet to see an unluckier team that
our minors on this occasion.
Overall a mixed year for our county teams
with some massive highs with our senior
hurlers so we look forward to 2016 with
anticipation. Best of luck to all our players
and team managements.

SEASON TICKETS
The season ticket is going from strength to
strength. Now in its third year, it represents
magnificent value for those who go to
matches on a regular basis. This scheme was
put in place so that the County Board would
have much needed funds early in the year.
To date it has been a major success and is
again proceeding for the coming Season.
Tickets may be renewed or can be bought as
Christmas gifts, so if you have someone you
wish to buy one for, details will be available
over the next few weeks.

CONDUCT AND DISCIPLINE
The Subject of conduct and discipline of our
members both on and off the field must be a
cause of concern for all. Regrettably, we did
have some incidents this year which has no
place in our games and has to be stamped
out immediately. The amount of suspensions
handed out increased again over the 2015
season. This is a very worrying trend and
something that cannot and will not be tolerated. Also with the advent of video evidence,
it is now too common an occurance that
clubs at every opportunity are going to
request hearings .This is a new and unwelcome trend and very soon the hearings
committee will have to be on stand by 7
nights a week. I hope clubs will be mindful
of their responsibilities in ensuring that all
their players and management behave in the
manner that is expected of them, Also, those
on the sidelines should refrain from continued use of bad language and threatening
behaviour. This must be stamped out as it
has no place in our games. I am pleased to
record that some referees have penalized
this unsavoury conduct and I commend
them for this.

AN TEANGA
The preservation and use of the Irish language should be a cause of concern for all
our members . Along with our games this
represents one of the major traits of our
national identity. We cannot promote one

REFEREES
To our dedicated band of referees I would
like to offer my sincere thanks and appreciation. They are without doubt the most cooperative and helpful group of people we
have in our association and without them
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neering, Comeragh Oil, Lawlors Hotel, The
Local Bar, Sean Byrne Photography, Morrissey family, Albert McGrath Newsagents,
Kearney Catering and The Park Hotel. Without these Sponsors we would be looking at a
serious financial loss.

we could not function. I would like to thank
them for the effort and courtesy which they
have shown to me over the last 5 years.
Indeed, the clubs of this division are very
fortunate with the calibre of referees which
we have to hand. However, we are always on
the look out for new blood so if anyone is
interested in taking up refereeing, please
contact our referee recruitment officer Pat
Casey. I would also like to congratulate
those ref’s who went on to referee divisional
and county finals and inter county competitions and I hope they continue to serve this
division with distinction Mile Buiochas.

CHAMPIONSHIPS
The first championship of 2015 was the
under 21 Football In The Kearney Catering A
Championship. Six teams participated with
1st round victories for An Uidhir, Naomh
Oilbhéir, Gael Na Comeraigh. They qualified
for the semi-final stages and Baile Na Cuirte
came through losers group. In the semifinals Baile Na Cuirte beat Gael Na Comeraigh 2-13 to 2-06 and Naomh Oilibheir beat
An Uidhir 2-05 to 0-10. In a thrilling final
Baile Na Cuirte edged out Naomh Oilibheir
1-12 to o-13. Congrats to Baile Na Cuirte
In Albert Mcgrath Newagents B Championship eight teams participated and we had 1st
round wins for Rodaithe Na Bricí, Deuglan
Naofa, An Baile Dubh, An Stráidbhaile. In the
losers group, we had victories for An Gaeltacht and Cois Bríd. In the quarter finals we
had victories for Deuglan Naofa and Cois
Brid and in the semi-finals Rodaithe Na Brici
beat Cois Brid 7-11 to 0-06 and An Straidbhaile defeated Deuglan Naofa 1-26 to 4-14.
After extra time in the final Rodaithe Na Brici
had a hard fought victory over An Straidbhaile 2-10 to 1-07. Congratulations to
Rodaithe Na Brici.

SCÓR
As the year draws to a close we must again
call on all our clubs to support Scór this year.
I would ask all clubs in the county to think
seriously about entering the Scor competitions for the coming season. This fantastic
social outlet promotes all that is good in our
culture through song, dance, music and
various other competitions. There are excellent competitions in Scór na nÓg and Scór
na bpaistí. However, Scór sinsear is struggling due to lack of participation. We have a
very hard working Scór committee in this
county, and all are only a phone call away to
assist clubs in setting up whatever act they
wish to compete in. The efficient manner of
those who work behind the scenes to continue the tradition and success of this important arm of the association once more
deserves the Boards commendation.

LAWLORS HOTEL JUNIOR FOOTBALL PREMIER
Six Teams participated in this championship
and at the end of the league section Ma
Dheilge and Na h-Emmetaigh finished first
and second respectively and so qualified for
the league final. In the League Final Na
h-Emmetaigh won on a scoreline 1-11 to
0-11. In The quarter finals Na Seamroga had
a hard fought victory over local rivals Ath
Meadhan 3-07 to 2-08, also in the other ¼
final An Sean Phobal had a 1 point Victory
over Tulach An Iarainn 1-08 to 1-07. The semi

SPONSORSHIP
In the current economic climate, sponsorship is a very important part of the running
of our board. Here in CLG Port Láirge Thiar,
we are very fortunate to have such loyal and
generous sponsors and we would like to take
this opportunity to thank them for their
continued support and we would ask our
clubs to support our sponsors where possible.
Our list of Sponsors includes Radley Engi14

and despite Na Geraltaigh best effort Baile
Na Miolach held out on a scoreline 3-06 to
1-10. Congratulations to Baile Na Miolach. In
the relegation play off Dún Garbhan
defeated Sliabh gCua on a scoreline 1-10 to
2-04.

final draw paired Na Seamroga versus Na
h-Emmetaigh, Ma Dheilge V An Sean Phobal.
After a thrilling semi-final Na h-Emmetaigh
gained a hard fought victory over Na Seamroga on a scoreline 1-12 to 1-10. In the other
semi-final Ma Dheilge had a 8pt victory over
An Sean Phobal 1-17 to 1-09. So In the Final
we had a repeat of the League Final however, Ma Dheilge took an early lead and
when Na h-Emmetaigh were reduced to 14
men in the first half it was an uphill struggle
for them and despite a gallant effort Ma
Dheilge ran out victors on a Scoreline 3-14 to
2-10. Congratulations to Ma Dheilge.

SEAN BYRNE U21 A HURLING
We had 7 Teams in this competition and we
had 1st round victories for Cloch na Cuinne,
Dún Garbhan and Naomh Carthach. In the
semi-Finals Dungarbhan defeated Dun Na
Mainstreach 1-18 to 0-11 and Naomh
Carthach defeated Cloch na Cuinne 4-16 to
2-13. So we had Dún Garbhan V Naomh
Carthach. In a very disappointing final Dun
Garbhan ran out victors on a scoreline Dungarbhan 2-18 Naomh Carthach 1-08. Congratulations to Dun Garbhan.
Morrissey Family U21 B Hurling
We had six Teams in this Competition we
had 1st Round Victories for Rodaithe Na Brici
and An Gaeltacht in the semi-finals Caislean
Cuanach defeated Naomh Olibheir on a
scoreline 2-10 to 1-10. In the other semi-final
Rodaithe na Brici defeated An Gaeltacht 3-17
to 1-12. In the Final Caislean Cuanach had a
comprehensive victory over Rodaithe Na
Brici on a scoreline 4-13 to 0-08. Congratulations to Caislean Cuanach.

LAWLORS HOTEL JUNIOR FOOTBALL
INTERMEDIATE
Attached
Six Teams participated in this competition
after the league section the semi-final draw
had Baile na Saggart v Cill Gobnait , Baile Na
Cuirte v Na Geraltaigh. In the first Semi-Final
Cill Gobnait defeated Baile Na Saggart 3-07
to 2-06 after a thrilling game. Well done to
Baile Na Saggart on fielding a football team
and making an impact in this grade. Baile Na
Cuirte had an impressive victory over Na
Geraltaigh on a scoreline 3-11 to 0-07. In
the final Baile Na Cuirte had a comprehensive victory over Cill Gobnait on a scoreline
1-10 to 0-04. Congratulations To Baile Na
Cuirte

THE LOCAL BAR JUNIOR A HURLING
In the revamped Junior A Hurling Championship we had 10 teams, split into 2 groups
of 5. 2 junior proper and 3 senior 2nd strings
in each group. In group 1 after the league
section Dun Na Mainstreach topped the
group qualifying for semi-final with Na Geraltaigh and Tulach an Iarainn finishing 2nd
and 3rd qualifying for quarter finals. In group
2 Naomh Muire qualified for semi-final and
An Coillegaein and An Baile Dubh qualified
for quarter finals. In the quarter finals Na
Geraltaigh had a big win over an Baile Dubh
3-23 to 1-05. In the other quarter final, An
Coillegaein had a hard fought victory over
Tulach an Iarainn, scoreline 0-21 to 1-12. In

RADLEY ENGINEERING INTERMEDIATE
FOOTBALL
This Championship had 6 teams and again it
was played on a league basis. In the semifinals Baile Na Miolach had 3 point win over
Baile Na cuirte on a scoreline 2-08 to 0-11. In
the other semi-final Na Geraltaigh had a
comprehensive victory over An Baile dubh
on a scoreline 0-09 to 0-04 thus setting a
local derby final between Na Geraltaigh and
Baile na miolach. The Final was tense and
close throughout and ended all square 1-07
each. The replay was a much more open
contest and Baile na miolach led throughout
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Naofa was a thriller and after a titanic struggle Deuglan Naofa just got over the line on a
scoreline 1-15 to 0-17. In the 2nd game, An
Straidbhaile defeated Na Seamroga 3-12 To
0-16 so the semi-final draw had Deuglan
Naofa v Ma Dheilge and
Claismhor/Ceanntsailebeg v An Straidbhile.
In the 1st semi-final
Claismhor/Ceanntsailebeg had a little too
much hurling running out victors 3-10 to
0-12. In the second semi we were treated to
a thriller as Deuglan Naofa and Ma Dheilge
couldn’t be separated after 60 minutes of
outstanding hurling - Ma Dheilge 2-12 Deuglan Naofa 1-15. If the first game was good
the second game was outstanding, both
clubs going for it with everything they had
and in a thrilling finish a long ball into the
Deuglan Naofa goalmouth was deflected
into the net to give Ma Dheilge a 1 point
victory 1-15 to 1-14.So the final was set to be
a thriller with Tadgh De Burca leading
Claismhor/Ceanntsailebeg and Tom Devine
Leading Ma Dheilge. However it was to be a
very one sided final as Ma Dheilge lead from
the start and ran out deserving winners on a
scoreline 0-19 to 0-09. Congratulations to
Ma Dheilge. In the relegation play-off Baile
na Miolach defeated An Turin 1-13 to 1-11.
Intermediate Hurling League
In the Intermediate hurling league Ma
Dheilge and Rodaithe na Brici qualified for
Final. After a game that was played in “monsoon like” conditions Ma Dheilge ran out
winners on a scoreline 1-10 to 1-08 Congratulations to Ma Dheilge on the League
and Championship double.

The semi-finals Naomh Muire had a decisive
victory over Na Geraltaigh 1-18 to 1-10 and
An Coillegaein had a big win over Dun na
Mainstreach 1-26 to 1-10. We had a much
anticipated local derby in the final, Naomh
Mhuire versus An Coillegaein and after an
exciting game Naomh Mhuire ran out
deserving winners on a scoreline 1-15 to
1-13. Congratulations to Naomh Mhuire.

THE LOCAL BAR JUNIOR B HURLING
CHAMPIONSHIP
We had 11 teams in 2 groups, 1 group of 6
and 1 group of 5 - played on a league basis.
In group 1 Rodaithe Na Brici finished top and
qualified for semi-final with Dun na Mainstreach and Fanaithe An Gleanna finishing
2nd and 3rd qualifying for the quarters. In
group 2, Na Seamroga qualified for the
semi-final with Claismhor/Ceann tSaile Beag
and Baile Na Saggairt into the quarter finals.
In the quarter’s Fan An Gleanna defeated
Claismhor/Ceann tSaile Beag 1-13 to 2-08. In
the 2nd game Dun Na Mainstreach defeated
Baile Na Saggairt 2-21 to 1-02. In the semifinals Rodaithe Na Brici defeated Fanaithe an
Gleanna 2-07 to 1-05 while Na Seamroga
defeated Dun na Mainstreach in a thriller
2-12 to 1-14. So we had Rodaithe Na Brici v
Na Seamroga in the final. After Beating Dun
na Mainstreach in semi-final, Na Seamroga
went into this game as favourites but on the
night ran into a very determined Rodaithe na
Brici who ran out winners on a scoreline
Rodaithe Na Brici 2-10 Na Seamroga 2-07.
Congratulations to Rodaithe Na Brici

Championships
Before I leave this part of my report I would
like to congratulate all our Divisional winners
who went on to win county titles. Also I
believe the first year of the revamped Junior
Hurling was an outstanding success.

COMERAGH OIL INTERMEDIATE HURLING
CHAMPIONSHIP
We had 10 Teams split into 2 groups of 5. In
group 1, after the league section Ma Dheilge
qualified for Semi-Final with Deuglan Naofa
and Na Seamroga qualifying for the quarter
finals. In Group 2 Claismhor/Ceanntsailebeg
qualified for the semi’s, with An Straidbhaile
and An Rinn qualified for ¼ finals. The 1st
quarter final between An Rinn and Deuglan
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THE PRESS
In the area of Communications it is again
pleasing to report that we are very well
served in this area. I would particularly like
to thank our local papers –the Dungarvan
Observer and the Dungarvan Leader and
their GAA correspondents for their tremendous year round coverage of our games and
other events. We are very fortunate to have
several pages of match reports and fixtures
in our papers every week. Also to our local
radio station WLR for their continued promotion and reporting on local championship
games within the division.

tude for such long and distinquished service.
It is a testament to the man that he has been
involved in so many different roles, as
administrator, coach, selector, and manager
for both club and county. Sincere best
wishes on your retirement Eddie, and I
know you will be only a phone call away
with any advice I will require. An Cisteoir
Sean Mac Sheain is stepping sideways and
with his dual mandate as County Board
Cisteoir, it is only right we take some of the
pressure off this hard working member of
this board. His attention to detail and his
outstanding management of our accounts is
there for all to see. Also his help with ticket
distribution throughout the year is much
appreciated. To Risteard O Toibin who
stepped in for me this year on occasions and
was a great assistance during the year as
runai cunta, to Eimear de Barra - a sincere
thanks for producing our team sheets for all
our matches and looking after the public
address on numerous occasions. Sincere
thanks also to Padraig Ó Cathasaigh, for his
assistance with the presentation of our
accounts. A sincere thanks also to Neil Ó
Mordha. In his first year as Leas – Cathaoirleach, he stepped in for Cathaoirleach on a
few occasions and presented divisional cups
when required and was a valued member of
our fixture committee. Mile Buiochas.

CLUB GROUNDS
Our increasing programme of games could
not have been completed without the continued availability of our club grounds in
which to play these games. I would like to
take this opportunity to thank all the clubs
for the use of their pitches, also to all the
groundsmen who had the grounds in pristine condition whatever the weather. MILE
BUIOCHAS

OFFICER BOARD
The workload associated with commitments
both at club and divisional level is getting
heavier with each passing year. I am
delighted to record the tremendous work
rate of the current board. We met on over 20
occasions between fixtures and disciplinary
matters and few people realize the demands
made on those serving the association and
this allied to the many other calls made on
their time makes one realize how fortunate
we are in Portlairge Thiar to have so many
dedicated people at the helm.
As we congregate here this evening in
Tulach An Iarainn, it would be remiss of me
not to wish our outgoing Cathaoirleach
Eamonn O Cuinneagáin, a happy and
healthy retirement as he steps down tonight.
He has been involved with Cumann Luthchlaes Gael for over 5 decades and no words of
mine will express our sincere debt of grati-

CONCLUSION
In bringing this report to conclusion I would
like to thank all the club officials, secretaries,
chairpersons, team managers etc who I had
the pleasure of meeting and speaking with
over the last 5 years. It has been a privilege
to serve the clubs of this division and it is
something I will treasure for ever. It is amazing how quickly those 5 years have passed
and I appreciate all the kind words and sentiments expressed from all the phone calls
and emails over the last few weeks and I am
delighted and honoured to be taking on the
role of Cathaoirleach for the coming year. I
promise all the clubs in the division I will
serve them in my new role to the best of my
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year for everyone involved in CLG Portlairge
Thiar also that we can gain promotion from
Division 4 football league and we can defend
our National League Hurling title and win
that illusive All Ireland title that we all want
and crave for this county.
MILE BUIOCHAS

ability and I am really looking forward to
working with our new incoming Runai Padraigín Breathnach, an outstanding administrator and she will be a huge asset to this
board. Also to our loyal gatemen and
women, who manned our gates in all weathers - sincere thanks to them. To County
Runai Tadhg O Caoimh I would like to
express my sincere gratitude to him on his
outstanding work for this county and I wish
him the very best in his retirement. To
Seamus O Cleir, Eastern Board Runai, for his
help and co-operation in co-ordinating our
fixtures which helped in the conclusion of
our championships on time for county finals.
Finally I would sincerely like to thank my
wife and family for all their help and support
over the last 5 years. The support of family
and friends should never be underestimated
and I have enjoyed my 5 years as your
Runaí, and I look forward to serving you the
clubs of CLG Portlairge Thiar, as your
Cathaoirleach for the coming year.
My Wish for 2016 is that it will be a great

SYMPATHY
During the year many prominent and dedicated members of the association within the
division have passed to their eternal reward.
We mourn their passing and loss. It cannot
be understated the way communities come
together and support each other in their
hour of need. Indeed to all other members
who suffered family bereavements during
the year condolences are extended to all
Go ndeanna Dia trocaire ar a h-anameacha
agus ar anamneacha ar nGael go léir.
Is mise

Padraig Mac Grainne
Runaí
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Oifigeach na Leanaí
Children’s Officer Report 2015
Code of Best Practice in Youth Sport Hearings Committee to be decided upon
•Refer the alleged breach to the National
Child Welfare and Protection Committee to
adjudicate upon in accordance with agreed
procedures
•Deem the alleged breach to be of such a
nature that it does not merit being forwarded to any other party for further action
•Refer the matter to the Club Children’s
Officer to be dealt with informally
•Deal with the matter in accordance with
Association disciplinary rules

Since the position of the Children’s Officer
was first created a number of years ago, the
role has grown in importance greatly within
the GAA. It is great to see all clubs now treat
the position with the importance it merits
and the vast majority of Children’s Officers
are now very active in their clubs promoting
the principles of the Code of Best Practice in
Youth Sport, ensuring coaches are Garda
Vetted and in implementing the GAA’s Code
of Behaviour. I would like to take this opportunity to remind clubs of a number of
changes which came into place in 2015
relating to the Code of Behaviour, Garda
Vetting etc.

The choices above are clear but for the
choices to exist the Club must have a
Children’s Officer in place and must also
have appointed a 3 person Code of Best
Practice in Youth Sport Hearings Committee.
How this Committee is made up will vary for
each club, with guidelines as to how it
should be set up contained in the Information leaflet on the GAA’s website. The Club
Children’s Officer can’t be on this committee. If any club is unsure of how to set this
up then please contact me for clarification.
Garda Vetting
•Filtering came in on March 30th 2015. Certain convictions if not re committed in 5/7
years and not related to Child Welfare will no
longer be made known.
•Children and Vulnerable Persons Act 2012
will pass all stages shortly. This Act makes
Garda Vetting MANDATORY. Coach will be
liable under Law if found not to be Vetted.
•Re vetting will begin once the Act becomes
Law. Croke Park will begin this process on a
county by County basis from January. Once
re vetted this must be done every 5 years.
•To date 80,000 GAA members have been
Vetted. More than all other Sporting Organisations combined.
•E Vetting process in currently being piloted.
Will probably become the norm.

Code of Behaviour
A number of changes have now been made
to the GAA’s Code of Behaviour, which principally deal with how the Club/County handles an alleged breach of the Code. How an
alleged breach is handled is outlined fully in
the GAA Code of Behaviour which can be
found on the GAA and Waterford GAA Websites. Briefly when a club receives a complaint they may deal with it formally or informally depending on the nature or the level
of the breach.
First and foremost it is the Club Executive
who will decide how an alleged breach of
the Code shall be dealt with at Club level.
When they receive a report that a breach of
the Code may have occurred they shall
decide as to how or who may deal with it.
The Club Executive may appoint a small
subcommittee of the Executive to carry
out this function on their behalf, so as to
ensure greater efficiency in responding to
alleged breach of the Code and to avoid
any concerns relating to confidentiality
that may be perceived surrounding the
process for dealing with an allegation at
Club level.
The Executive may:
•Refer the matter to the Club or County
19

the relevant Gaelic Games Code, with the
Respect Initiative and with the relevant
playing models. I am glad to say that I
received very few queries since taking on
the role in March, which shows Clubs are
promoting the principles of the GAA Code of
Behaviour. The queries that I did get were in
relation to Coaches intimidating young
players and racial abuse of players by other
players. We must all continue to strive to
eradicate such behaviour from the Association. I would like to say a big thank you to all
the Club Children’s Officers for all their help
during the year and also to Liam Cheasty
and Eoghan Breathnach for all their assistance during the year.
As clubs begin to plan for 2016 I ask that you
bear the following points in mind:
•Ensure all club coaches, officers and personal who deal with children are Garda
Vetted
•Ensure your Club has a Children’s Officer
appointed and assist them in establishing a
Club Code of Best Practice in Youth Sport
Hearings Committee.
•Give serious consideration to having an
Anti-Bullying Workshop in your club.
•Ensure your Children’s Officer attends the
Children’s Officer Training which will be held
in January/February.
•Ensure all underage players are registered
before playing. Increasing number of injury
claims are from non registered juvenile
players
•Underage mentors should be APPOINTED
not elected by votes.

Child Protection and Anti Bullying
Workshops
For the past number of years there has been
a very good take up of the Child Protection
Course by clubs in the county and I would
like to sincerely thank the clubs and the
tutors for their work in organising and delivering these courses. I would appeal to clubs
to please consider organising and Anti Bullying Course in your club for 2016. The GAA
has an excellent course available for club
coaches and officers to take with tutors
available to go to clubs and deliver the
course. Clubs should see this course as a
proactive step and by no means as an
admission that the club has a bullying
problem.
Déise Óg and Health and Wellbeing
Committee
Part of the duties of the County Children’s
Officer is to sit on both of these committees.
Déise Óg is now in its second year and the
committee met twice at the end of the
season to review the playing activities of
2015 and to plan for 2016, involving all of the
bodies involved in underage GAA in the
county. Hopefully these meetings will help in
a better structure of games programme for
all our young players. 2015 was the first year
of the Health and Wellbeing Committee in
Waterford and to say it was a success would
indeed be an understatement. Much of the
content at the recent conference in Genzyme would be of great benefit to underage
coaches, particularly those dealing with
teenage players. I would appeal to club
Children’s Officers to please make themselves aware of the work this committee is
carrying out and in conjunction with your
Club Health and Wellbeing Officer relay this
information to your Club’s coaches.

Nollaig Shona agus athbhliain faoi shéan ‘s
faoi shonas daoibh go léir!

Neil Ó Mórdha
County Children’s Officer

As stated above the vast majority of clubs
have an active Children’s Officer in place and
this is to be welcomed. I am also pleased to
state that the activities of all Underage
County Development Squads and County
Underage Team Activities are compliant with
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Eastern Board Secretary’s Report
A Chairde Gael
Tá sé de príbhléid agam an Tuairascáil seo a chur
os bhur i gcomhair anocht. Is maith liom mo
bhuiochas a gabháil do gach duine a cabhraidh
liom i rith na bliana.
Delegates it is my privilege to present for your
adoption a report on the happenings of the Adult
Board of East Waterford G.A.A. for 2015.
Ar an bPáirc

Junior Hurling
I would like to congratulate Fenor and Dunhill on
their successes this year and I know Dunhill won’t
begrudge special mention being made of Fenor.
They have striven for a long number of years(130
I’m told) to get to where they find themselves at
this years convention.
This year was the first year that we reverted back to
the old way of playing the Junior Championships
and I would suggest it was a success. A single
group where possible will give plenty of games to
players at Junior level and I would hope to continue this idea into 2016

Iomaint
I think we should commence by speaking about
the success the County Seniors had in winning the
Allianz National Hurling League, it’s only the third
time in our history that we have managed to win it
and the feat will be rightfully celebrated on December 27th. 2015 was also our first time appearing in
an All Ireland Semi Final since 2011. I would also
like to congratulate our three All Star winners,
Maurice, Noel and Tadhg and also Tadhg on his
Young Player of the Year Award.
Our Minor and u21 had less successful campaigns
although the u21s did beat Cork in Cork before
succumbing to Clare in the Munster Semi Final.
On the Club scene I would congratulate Ballygunner on winning Minor and Senior hurling.
Eastern Intermediate Championship
Congratulations to Portlaw who return to Senior
ranks for the first time since 2005 I believe. They
are worthy champions and we wish them well in
2016. The Championship was again competitive in
2015 and I would suggest that most Clubs in the
Division would privately fancy their chances for
2016.
As can be seen from the motions, Clonea are
proposing an All County Intermediate Championship. While I wouldn’t agree with the motion as its
presented, I do think that an All County Premier
Intermediate Championship comprising of ten
teams(2 groups of five) should be investigated. I
would suggest that this competition can only be
determined by results. My own idea would be that
the competition commence in 2018 with the top
four placing teams in each division along with the
relegated Senior teams from 2016(assuming this
Club doesn’t win the 2017 intermediate Championship) and 2017 entering into an open draw.
There would be promotion to and relegation from
this competition. The remaining Clubs in each
division would still play an Intermediate Championship as heretofore with the County Champions
being promoted to Premier and the bottom two
teams in the Premier Competition playing a relegation play off. While again my idea may not be
universally liked, I do think it should also be looked
at and discussed

U21
Unfortunately we won’t have our Finals played
before Convention. When we consider that it was
our hope to be out of competition by October 31st
it is frustrating. While not making excuses(well
maybe I am) we’ve had four draws and also lost a
game due to inclement weather. We also had three
Clubs participating in Munster Club competition. I
would say that the cooperation we have received
from Club Secretaries and Club Managers has been
excellent.
Peil
The Inter County scene started well with our Senior
Footballers winning the McGrath Cup for the first
time since the 1980s. Unfortunately their year
stuttered a little after the early success.
Our Minors and u21s were also beaten early in
Munster Championships.
Eastern Intermediate Championship
I would again extend congratulations to Bonmahon
who as major underdogs deservedly beat Portlaw
in the Eastern Final. They also had hard luck in both
the County Final and the replay and could conceivably be playing Senior Football in 2016
This was our first year operating the new format
and I feel it needs further tinkering before we’ll get
a system we’re happy with. I’m firmly of the opinion that many Clubs in the Eastern Division merely
pay lip service to the playing of Gaelic Football and
generally only get someway serious about it when
they’re finished playing Hurling.
Both Kill and Gaultier have motions in regarding
Football and if Clubs are serious about Football they
should give the proposals serious attention. At a
glance I wouldn’t envisage any more than 9 Clubs
in this Division being serious enough about Football to compete in the Kill proposal if it is played
during Summer months.n
Regarding the Gaultier proposal of a 12 team
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League for Senior Clubs, again without a full and
total commitment from Clubs it would be very
difficult to finish the competition. If one adds the 11
League games plus play offs along with 5 Championship Rounds along with play offs, I’d reckon that’s
21 weeks to finish both competitions. I would
therefore suggest that only by playing two League
games per week would it be feasible to contemplate this idea.

Referees
I couldn’t start this review without making reference to the contribution of the late Paul Foley to
refereeing both in the County but more specifically
in this Division. Paul was widely liked and well
respected by all Clubs in this Division and will be
greatly missed by all of us.
No words here could accurately express my gratitude to, and respect for the referees in this Division.
They are most obliging and easy to deal with and I
would suggest that the standard of refereeing is as
good if not better than anywhere else in the Country.

Junior Football
The only feasible way for the Board to play a Junior
Football competition in 2015 was to combine the
Attached and Unattached teams thereby giving us
8 teams as the competition started. I would congratulate Roanmore on their victory in the Eastern
Final. I think our best chance for 2016 is to continue
the current format.

Walsh Park
The Officers of the Board have made a conscious
effort in recent years to put any extra money we
have into Walsh Park. We have again contributed
this year by paying €4,500 towards the purchase of
a new mower. It would also be our intention to
help with maintenance of the playing surface over
the coming year ie sanding and re-sodding of
goalmouths etc. I would like to thank Pat Carroll,
Michael Melay and David Carroll for all their help in
2015.

U21
I would like to congratulate Rathgormack and St
Marys on their victories in these competitions.
I would like to put on record my support for the
Gaultier motion regarding u21 A Football. In this
Division we are extremely lucky if we can get 4
Clubs to enter the A competition. I would suggest
that as we would be basically piggybacking on the
Western Championship the Competition should be
run by the Western Board with all revenues up to
the County Final also going to the Western Board,
The B competition is a little more competitive and
should probably stay Divisional as I’d worry how
many Clubs would enter if they had to travel any
distance to play in Preliminary Rounds.

Sponsors and Press
We are again indebted to our sponsors for their
continued support of our competitions. I’ve named
them elsewhere in the report and would hope to
have them on board again next year.
Regarding the Press, I would again thank Phil
Fanning(News & Star), Dermott Keyes(Munster
Express) and Kevin Casey(WLR) for the coverage
they give to all Eastern Board fixtures.
Officers
The Officers of this Board only have the best
interests of Waterford GAA at heart and put in a lot
of unseen work all year round. To Michael, Jerry,
John, David, Pat and Owen it was a pleasure to
serve with you again this year.
As Pat takes on his new role as County
Secretary/Operations Manager I would wish him
well and assure him of our total support. I know
you, the Club Officers in this Division will do
likewise.
I would also like to recognise the help I’ve received
from Pat Grant and Tim O’Keeffe. Over the last two
years I would have spoken daily to both men and
that includes weekends. They have been of major
assistance to me and I will always be grateful to
them. Tim as you know is finishing up as County
Secretary in the coming weeks and I would on your
behalf wish him well in the future. Pat is taking over
from Eddie Cunningham as Western Board Chairman and I have no doubt he will be an excellent
Chairman.

Eastern Champions 2015
Gerry Kennedy Crash Repairs Intermediate Hurling:
Port Cladach
John J Murphy Tony Kirwan Plant Hire Intermediate Football: Bun Machan
Plant Hire Junior Football : Ruan Mhór
Gerry Kennedy Crash Repairs Junior Hurling A:
Fionnúir
John J Murphy Junior Hurling B: Dún Áill
Tony Kirwan Plant Hire U21 A Football: Rath Óg
Cormac
Tony Kirwan Plant Hire U21 B Football: Naomh
Muire
Eddie O’Donnell Monumental Works U21 A Hurling:
Eddie O’Donnell Monumental Works U21 B Hurling:
Whites Bar Hurling League: Dún Áill
Tony Kirwan Plant Hire Football League: Port
Cladach
I have attempted to be a little more in depth than I
was last year and I’d hope that we might get some
discussion on some of my views.
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Division as almost all have suffered loss this
year.
To all members of this Division who suffered
bereavement over the last twelve months we
offer our heartfelt sympathies.
Ar dheis Dé go raibh siad

I would also thank Áine Murphy in Walsh Park for
all her help over the last two years, to the groundsmen and gates people at all our venues particularly
Bryan Power in Walsh Park, Brendan Mooney and
Emma Gallagher in Kill, Anthony Raher and Paddy
Lyons in Dunhill, Billy O’Neill in De La Salle,John

Maher in St Mollerans and Patsy Cronin . We
have also used Carriganore a number of times
this year and I would thank Donna, Michelle
and Michael Evans for all their help.
Regarding the County Executive, Eddie Cunningham stands down after many years of
service to the Western Board and County
Executive. Eddie is a gentleman and I hope he
has a long and happy retirement.
Michael Murphy is also stepping away from the
Executive but he tells me that he’s getting
involved with the Passage Senior Hurlers. The
Countys loss is Passages gain. Hopefully Passage will go all the way to the County Final
where they’re beaten in a classic by Mount
Sion, in front of a bumper crowd in Walsh
Park!!!!!!

In Conclusion
I would like to congratulate Micky Mahony on
receiving the Jack Furlong award for 2015,
Peter Hogan on the Young Player, St Saviours
on Special Recognition, Scoil Naomh Déagláin
on Special Merit and Ballygunner on Club of
the Year.
They say you leave the best wine till last, but I
often wonder if those in the upper echelons of
the Association realise the work that Club
Secretaries do in keeping everything running
smoothly. I would again thank you all, wish
you and your families a Happy Christmas and
le cúnamh Dé we’ll see you all in January 2016.
Arís ba mhaith liom buiochas a ghabháil le
gach duine a thug camhair dom i rith na
bliaina. Le cúnamh Dé beimid ar ais anseo an
bhliain seo chugainn. Port Láirge Abú.

Sympathy
At Convention time it right to remember those
who have gone before us.
For some reason I feel this year has been a
particularly difficult one for all Clubs in this

Is Mise le Meas

Séamus De Cléir
Runai
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Coaching & Games Development – 2015
A Chairde,
It is a pleasure to present this report on behalf of
the 2015 Coaching & Games Development Committee to Convention. 2015 was another busy year for
all involved in Coaching & Games Development in
Waterford with a full programme of games and
activities run by GDA’s, Games Manager, Post
Primary Officer with great support from the clubs,
schools and various boards in the county. As Coaching Officer I was delighted with level of activity
across all areas in 2015 and I know we can look
forward to a bright future for GAA in Waterford.
Waterford Coaching and Games Development is
indebted to so many dedicated Coaches, Mentors,
Teachers, and Referees in our Clubs and Schools
across the county that made 2015 another great
year for Waterford GAA and we look forward to
working with and for them all in 2016.

Ireland Semi Final between Kerry and Donegal. This
group will continue into 2015 as the Jim Power
panel and we will have another U13 group starting
again in 2016. As with all our Development
Programmes, the objective is to help our players
achieve their potential and have a real chance of
success in provincial and National competitions as
they advance through the various age groups.
As always the tremendous progress of our players
through the squad system is only made possible by
the dedication of the Coaches and Mentors that
work tirelessly every year. I would appeal to every
Club to contribute by not only providing players but
also encouraging Coaches and Mentors to get
involved in the squads, C&GD provide all the necessary support and logistical assistance to the squad
Coaches and Mentors, and we shall be delighted to
welcome any new Coaches or Mentors in 2016.
Fantastic summer of Kellogg’s GAA Cúl Camps in
Waterford

Club Assist Port Láirge:
Our Club Assist Port Láirge programme ran again
this year with excellent take up from clubs across
the county. As stated last year we hoped to have a
number of clubs up to Level 3 and we are delighted
that a number of clubs have reached that level
across the county along with an increase in clubs
reaching Level 2. Following the feedback from clubs
after our first year running the programme, we
made a change to the award allocation so that this
year all clubs that reached Level 1 got €125 equipment voucher, all clubs at Level 2 got €150 equipment voucher and the clubs reaching Level 3
received €200 equipment vouchers.

2015 was a fantastic summer of Kellogg’s GAA Cúl
Camps in Waterford with a growth of 20% in our
numbers from 2014. This year we had 2816 children
attending the 35 camps in July & August. Great
credit is due to all involved in the camps this year
especially the club coordinators who assisted
Waterford C&GD to make the camps so successful.
Waterford appeared in the top 5 counties for
increased attendance in 2015.
Primary Schools
GDA’s have organised gala day blitzes for Primary
schools in the county grounds and have provided
assistance to Cumann na mBunscol in the organising and running of all their divisional and county
schools finals. The Primary Skills was run again this
year with St Declan’s boys winning the Hurling agus
Scoil Gearbháin ag buachaint an Peil. Comhghairdeachas leis an dá scoil. The competition was run
jointly by C&GD and Cumann na mBunscol.
Go Games & Super Touch Blitzes (Club and School):
The Go Games blitzes and tournaments took place
from the end of January right through to December
Indoors, Outdoors and on Astro Turf pitches across
the county. Indoor blitzes took place in Jan, Feb &
Mar and moved outdoors until October.
2015 highlights included the Play and Stay Hurling
and Football, Blitzes, Town and Country, City
League, GDA divisional blitzes, Carriganore Blitzes,

Development Squads:
In 2015 four Football squads and seven Hurling
squads trained and competed in their respective
tournaments from U-14 to U-17 age groups. While
we did not win any of the tournaments we were
competitive in most tournaments and the players
have developed from year to year which is the
ultimate aim of the squads. Many of the players on
current Senior Hurling and Gaelic Football panels
have come through the Development Squad something of which we are rightly proud of.
As part of the efforts to promote Gaelic Football in
Waterford an U13 Coaching Programme was set up
which was very successful. Over 50 players took part
in the training sessions and games organised during
the year along with a trip to Croke Park for the All
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Roanmore Charity Blitz. Go Games blitzes took place
at all age groups from U8 to U12 in Hurling and
Gaelic Football while Super Touch Blitzes focussed
on the U-15 age group with a very successful
Munster blitz in September and local blitzes in
October & November across all 3 GDA areas.

ards, please contact us to discuss which courses are
required and we will endeavour to arrange courses
to suit all.

Inclusion and Integration
Inclusion and Integration are always high on the
agenda. Many of these measures happen organically through the work of the GDA’s clubs and
schools. Among the specific initiatives done this
year were:
Waterford Diverse-City Programme, WSP Older
Adults Programme, Respect Initiative, Go Games
Respect Signs, Go Games at Club Championship
and home games, SNA’s for Cul Camps, ISU Camp
Programme.

Coach Education:
Across the county a number of Foundation Courses
took place during the year with good numbers
attending however there is a noticeable fall-off in
demand for courses as nearly every Coach has now
completed the basic foundation course. There are
more advanced courses available to every Coach
that wishes to reach the next level and we shall
support any Coach that wishes to do so.
An Award 1 Youth Course was run in March with
many of our Development Squad coaches attending and upskilling for the year ahead. An Award 1
Child course was run in November with over 45
coaching taking part in the 2 courses. Further
Award 1 Courses in Adult and Youth will be run in
early 2016.

Wheelchair Hurling
We ran a Wheelchair Hurling programme for 5
weeks in October with a number of players taking
part. Following on from that Waterford C&GD and
Waterford Sports Partnership hosted the final round
of the Interprovincial Wheelchair Hurling League in
November. What a day we had in St Mary’s Ballygunner National School with Ulster being crowned
League Champions after a great day. We hope to
develop this further in 2016.

Mandatory Coaching Standards
All clubs and coaches are reminded that new mandatory Coaching standards come into effect from
January 2016.

Conclusion
As this is my final report as Coaching Officer I would
like express my sincere gratitude to so many people
from all over our County who helped me over the
past 5 years. The support of my own club Passage
and my wife June was unfaltering, without that
support I have no doubt I would have struggled to
even keep up with so much activity.
I had the pleasure of working alongside a special
group of people and I hope that I was of some
assistance to them over the course of the 5 years,
Eoin Breathnach, John Quinn, Michelle Power and
David Robinson work tirelessly to professionally
deliver C&GD programmes across the county.
Special thanks also to Coaching Committee Treasurer Liam Cheasty, besides his excellent management of the Coaching budget his knowledge of all
the other aspects within Coaching and the wider
GAA is comprehensive and it was a great help for
me to be able to draw on that knowledge and
experience during my term.

Inter County Management Teams
·
By the start of the 2016 season, all InterCounty Management teams will contain an Award 2
coach. This person would ideally be the head coach.
Applications for a derogation can be made to the
National Games Development Committee where
deemed to be in the best developmental interests
of the relevant team.
·
By the start of the 2018 season, all InterCounty Head Coaches will be Award 2 qualified.
Club Management Teams
·
By the start of the 2016 season, all Club
Management teams will contain an Award 1 coach.
This person would ideally be the head coach.
·
By the start of the 2018 season, all Club Head
Coaches will be Award 1 qualified.
Waterford Coaching and Games Development are
committed to helping all Coaches and Clubs comply
with achieving and surpassing the Coaching Stand25

2015 Coaching & Games Development

Each year the County Coaching Committee members from Camogie, Bord na nÓg, Cumann na
mBunscol, as well as our Full Time Coaching staff
ensured that the various Coaching needs of the
County were met and delivered with a lot of help
from Job Bridge Assistants and I thank them for all
their great efforts.

Committee:
Michael Murphy
Eoin Breathnach
Michelle Power
John Quinn
David Robinson
Ann Hogan
Liam Cheasty
Billy Devine
Vera Cannell
Neil Moore
Sean Fleming
Pat Moore
Owen Sauvage

I would also like to thank Ann Hogan our Post
Primary Schools Officer who stepped down in June
after 11 years in the job. Ann’s work was greatly
appreciated by all and great progress has been
made in recent years in Post Primary.
It was also great to have Pat Moore on board to give
advice on Coach and Referee education matters, as
well as providing his remarkable insight into various
Finally, I wish to thank all the Club, Divisional and
County Officials, Coaches, Players, and Parents from
every Club and County Development Squad and
Inter County Team that assisted me in so many ways
over the last 5 years, there are too many to mention
individually but please accept my heartfelt thanks
to you all.
Mícheál Ó Murchú
Coaching Officer
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Coaching Officer
Games Manager
GDA West
GDA Urban
GDA Mid County
Post Primary Officer
Treasurer
Bord na nÓg
Bord na nÓg
Cumannna mBunscol
Camogie
Coach Education
PRO

Waterford GAA & Genzyme Health and Wellbeing
Report 2015.
As per a motion passed at Congress in 2013 all County Boards were to put in place a County Health and
Wellbeing Committee. Following his election as Waterford County Board Chairman, Paddy Joe Ryan
delegated the task to his Vice Chairman Sean O’ Regan. What followed over the next eight months was truly
innovative, enlightening and above all most enjoyable.
Sean O’ Regan set about the task in hand and invited various individuals to come on board. On March
20th/21st, Waterford County Board did attend the National Conference at Croke Park.
Working diligently behind the scenes the chairman was forging links with Genzyme and finalising the
committee makeup.
The inaugural meeting of the Waterford GAA Health and Wellbeing Committee took place on Thursday May
28th at the Genzyme. The line-up was: Chairman- Sean O ‘Regan, Secretary- Terry Hayes Passage, Children’s
Officer-Neil Moore, Coaching Officer- Michael Murphy, Dr Aoife Lane- WIT, Liam Brazil- Kilrossanty, Jimmy O’
Gorman Lismore, Aoife Hearne Nutritionist, John Norris Genzyme, Gavin O’Brien Genzyme, Sean Duggan
Genzyme and Mairead O’ Shea Genzyme.
A number of objectives were outlined at the meeting such as• Good Governance.
• A Yearly Plan.
• Appoint Playing ambassadors.
• Launch in September.
• Organise a conference in November.
• Health and Wellbeing link on Waterford GAA website.
Two delegates travelled to Limerick for a midweek meeting of Munster GAA Health and Wellbeing Committees. This aspect will be further developed in 2016.
The Waterford GAA and Genzyme Health and Wellbeing Committee launch took place on Thursday August
20th before an invited audience and local media. Our newly appointed ambassadors Noel Connors, Patricia
Jackman, Tadhe ó Huallacháin and Caoimhe Mc Grath were also present to lend their support.
The highlight of the year was the inaugural Health and Wellbeing Conference at Genzyme on Saturday
November 28th when over 200 people turned up. To Maurice Shanahan, Dr Harry Barry, Oisin Mc Conville,
John Hanlon, Dr Aoife Lane, Laura Mahony and our ambassadors, mile buiochas.
The Health and Wellbeing agenda will feature prominently with all clubs requested to appoint an individual or two to the post. A word of advice and support to candidates “You are NOT expected to be health
experts they are already out there.”
The Action plan locally for 2016 will include – APP development, Tutor Training and identification of club
H&W officers.
Signed: Terry Hayes, Rúnaí.

Date: December 3rd 2015.
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Waterford GAA/Genzyme Health & Wellbeing
Programme Launch on 20th August 2015.

Pictured at the launch of the Genzyme/Waterford GAA Health & Wellbeing programme in the Genzyme facility on Thursday
evening last were Gavin O’Brien, HR Director, Genzyme, Waterford County GAA Board chairman, Paddy Joe Ryan and chairman
of the Genzyme/Waterford GAA Health & Wellbeing committee, Seán Michael O’Regan.

Pictured at the launch of the Genzyme/Waterford GAA Health & Wellbeing programme in the Genzyme facility on Thursday
evening last were the four ambassador’s representing the different strand’s of GAA in Waterford along with the committee,
seated from left were, Noel Connors, Waterford Senior Hurler, Patricia Jackman, Waterford Camogie, Caoimhe McGrath,
Waterford Ladies Football and Tadhg O hUallacháín, Waterford Senior Footballer, standing from left were committee members,
Jimmy O’Gorman, Terry Hayes, Mairéid O’Shea, Sean Duggan, John Norris, Seán Michael O’Regan, Neil Moore, Gavin O’Brien,
Michael Murphy and Liam Brazil.
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2015 County Bord na nOg
Season Review
Bord na nOg Port Lairge played host to over 700 matches during an enjoyable season of
underage GAA games. The standard in both codes was terrific this year and this showed in
our County Finals where we witnessed some super games.
U-16 Co. Football Championship
(Sponsored by Combined Waterford City Credit Unions)
Division 1 FINAL: De La Salle 2 – 5, Ballinacourty 2 - 11
Division 2 FINAL: Rathgormack 1 – 11, Tramore, 2 - 6
Division 3 FINAL: St. Saviours, 2 – 7, Cois Bhride, 2 – 6
Under 15 Co. Football Championship Finals Cup
Division 1 De La Salle
2 – 6,
Ballinacourty, 1 – 4
Division 2 Tramore,
6 – 3,
Dungarvan, 2 – 3
Division 3 Kilrossanty, 6 – 11,
Na Gael,
1–1
Plate
Division 1 St Olivers,
6 – 5,
Gaultier,
3–3
Division 2 Cois Bhride 1 – 5,
St. Mary's
0–6
Division 3 Naomh Brid 4 – 5,
Ferrybank
0-2
FEILE FOOTBALL CO. FINALS
Feile A An Gaeltacht
2-3
Feile B De La Salle
1–5

Ballinacourty
Ferrybank

3-8
0-3

FEILE HURLING CO. FINALS
Following the divisional Feile competitions, the County Finals were held.
Feile A Roanmore
1 – 6,
Ballygunner 1 – 10
Feile B Brickey Rangers 5 – 5,
Mt Sion
2-3
U-14 Co. Football Championship FINALS
(Sponsored by Combined Waterford City Credit Unions)
Division 1 Final ; Gaultier
5 – 5,
Ballinacourty 2 – 5
Division 2 Final; Brickey Rangers 2 – 16,
De La Salle 2 – 3
Division 3 Final ; Stradbally
4–8,
Tramore,
3 – 3.
U-13 Co. Football Championship FINALS
(Sponsored by County Bord na nOg)
Similar to the U-14 Football Championship, this is played at divisional level before the
County Final.
Division 1 Ballinacourty, 4 – 8, Gaultier 2 – 12
Division 2 An Gaeltacht, 4 – 9, Portlaw 0 – 4
Division 3 Stradbally,
9 – 20, St Saviours, 3 - 8
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U-14 Co. Hurling Championship, Finals
(Sponsored by Waterford GAA Supporters Club – Dublin Branch)
Division 1 Roanmore
2 – 0,
Ballygunner
1 – 10
Division 2 Mt. Sion
2 – 10,
Brickey Rangers 0 – 8
Division 3 Cappoquin 3 – 5,
Ferrybank
2–6
Division 4 St. Saviours 3 – 3
St. Mollerans
2–4
U-16 Co. Hurling Championship , Finals
(Sponsored by: Waterford GAA Supporters Club –
Division 1 Mt. Sion
1 – 13,
De La Salle
Division 2 Clonea
5 – 17,
St. Carthages
Division 3 St. Mollerans 3 – 10,
Ballyduff Upper
Division 4 St. Saviours 5 – 13,
Ardmore

Dublin Branch)
0 – 13
2 – 17
2 – 12
3-7

U15 Co, Hurling Championship. Finals
Division 1 Abbeyside
3 – 7,
Roanmore
0–7
Division 2 Brickey Rangers, 2 – 2
Passage,
4 – 11
Division 3 Clan na Gael
9–5
Ballyduff Upper 0 – 1
U_13 Co. Hurling Championship.Finals
Division 1 Ballygunner
6–7
St. Carthages
1–6
Division 2 Passage
0 – 11
An Gaeltacht
1–6
Division 3 Ballygunner B
6–9
Clashmore/Kinsalebeg 1 – 4

Bord na nOg Contae , wish to sincerely thank the Dublin Branch of the Waterford GAA
Supporters Club and Combined Credit Unions, Waterford ,for their kind sponsorship. We
thank them for their continued support towards the promotion of underage GAA in the
county; we ask that patrons support them where possible. Our thanks to Ollie Drummey
and the Fraher Field committee for the use of their facilities and to Pat Carroll and all in
Walsh Park also. Thanks to Jason King and Rory Wyley for all their assiatance.The board
would like to express thanks to all our loyal band of referees without whom our games
simply wouldn’t be able to take place, they are they unsung heroes in many ways and we
thank them for their continued work and support officiating at Bord na nOg level. Thanks
to all Clubs for their continued support and we encourage all our players to keep playing
GAA into the future. We thank also, Coaching & Games for their help and support throughout the year.
Tournaments held during the 2015 Season.
John O’ Regan U-14 Football. 3Oth May
Jim Power Tournament, U-14 Inter-County Football, 4th July
Gleeson Cup U-16 Hurling 26th April
Co. Bord na nOg wish to thank the O'Regan Family, the Power Family and the Gleeson
Family for their continued support. It is indeed greatly appreciated.
Is Mise,

Vera Ni Channell,

Runai, Bord na Nog Contae
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Tuairisc ón Oifigeach Gaelainne agus Cultúrtha
A chairde,
Ba í seo an chéad bhliain agam mar Oifigeach
Gaelainne agus Cultúrtha ar Bhord CLG Phort Láirge
agus is mian liom an tuairisc seo a chur os comhair
baill an chumainn. Tráchtfar anseo ar an obair a bhí
idir lámha agam i rith na bliana, ag díriú ar Scór,
Scoláireachtaí Gaeilge agus cúraimí eile.

ceapaim go bhfuil daoine sna clubanna a bheadh
sásta cabhrú sa ghné seo den Chumann, ach
amháin ceist a chur orthu é a dhéanamh.
Scoláireachtaí
Cuireann Bord an Chontae, taobh le Comhairle na
Mumhan, scoláireachtaí ar fáil do bhuachaillí agus
do chailíní ó chlubanna i bPort Láirge chun freastal
ar chúrsa samhraidh i gColáiste na Rinne i nGaeltacht na nDéise. Deis iontach é seo dos na scoláirí
bheith i dtimpeallacht ina bhfuil an Ghaelainn á
labhairt go nádúrtha agus tugann sé deis dóibh saol
na Gaeltachta a bhlaiseadh. Is cabhair iontach do na
scoláirí a fhaigheann na scoláireachtaí seo mar go
bhfaigheann siad ísliú ar na táillí chun freastal ar an
gcúrsa. Tugann Coiste Chultúrtha Comhairle na
Mumhan ana-chabhair dúinn chun an scéim seo a
reachtáil agus iad ana-mholtach as Coláiste na
Rinne agus an méid a dhéanann siad ar son na
scoláirí agus ar son cur chun cinn na Gaelainne. Tá
súil agam forbairt a dhéanamh ar an scéim don
bhliain seo chugainn.

Scór
D’éirigh go hiontach le Scór na bPáistí arís i mbliana,
sé sin an comórtas do pháistí bunscoile. Bhí 17 club
páirteach ón Iarthar agus club amháin páirteach ón
oirthear. Ghlac breis agus 160 páiste páirt i gCraobh
an Chontae a bhí i gCeapach Choinn, le breis agus
500 duine i láthair ar an oíche. Má tá ag éirí go maith
le Scór faoi aois, níl ag éirí in aon chor ag léibhéal
Scór na nÓg agus Scór Sinsear. Tá traidisiún láidir
againn sa chontae ag dul siar na blianta ach tá fíor
bheagán suim ag daoine anois sa dá chomórtas seo.
Tá ceisteanna le cur an fiú leanúint leo, nó céard is
féidir a dhéanamh chun níos mó daoine a mhealladh chun páirt a ghlacadh. Tá dúshlán ann ach tá
go leor tallainne sa chontae gur féidir an scéal a
leigheas, ach an toil ó na clubann a bheith ann.
Is onóir an-mhór dúinn i bPort Láirge go mbeidh
Craobh na Mumhan de Scór na nÓg ar siúl I gCeapach Choinn ar an Domhnach, 3 Eanáir agus táim ag
súil le slua mór ó Phort Láirge agus contaetha eile
na Mumhan a bheith i láthair ar an lá.
Tá coiste an-bheag ag tabhairt aire do Scór agus tá
mé go mór fé chomaoin acu siúd ar fad a
chabhraigh i rith na bliana.

2015 Summary
While the interest in Scór Sinnsear and Scór na nÓg
is not as high in Port Láirge as before, Scór na bPáistí
is continuing to be a huge success. Hundreds of
children took part this year, with 160 competing in
the final in Cappoquin in front of an audience of
over 500. It is a privilege for the county to once
again host the Munster Final of Scór na nÓg on 3rd
July 2016. The Scholarship scheme contiunes and
we hope for a greater take up in 2016, when it will
be re-launched and tweaked. Glór na nGael are
currently partnering with the GAA to offer help in
promoting an Ghaeilge amongst clubs and they will
be working with Waterford clubs in 2016.

An Ghaeilge sa Chumann Lúthchleas Gael
Tá mar aidhm láidir ag an gCumann Lúthchleas Gael
an Ghaeilge agus cultúr a chur chun cinn agus tá
iarrachtaí maithe á dhéanamh ag roinnt clubanna sa
chontae. Tá plean idir lámha agam faoi láthair chun
scéim nua a chur ar siúl chun cabhrú le clubanna an
chontae níos mó a dhéanamh chun an Ghaeilge a
chur chun cinn. Is fiú a aithint anseo an gradam a
bronnadh ar chlub CLG na Gaeltachta ag Glór na
nGael agus an CLG, ag aithint an sár-obair atá á
dheánamh ag an gclub chun an teanga a chur chun
cinn.

Conclúid
Molaim iománaithe Phort Láirge as ucht Craobh na
Sraithe a bhuachaint i mbliana agus árdú croí a
thabhairt do lucht tacaíocht na hiomána anseo sna
Déise. Bhí taispeántas an-mhaith sa chraobhchomórtas iománaíochta chomh maith agus tá
foireann mhaith ann anois don todhchaí. Molaim
na peileadaóirí as Corn Mhic Craith a bhuachaint
agus táim cinnte go mbeidh siad thar n-ais le sprid
agus le fonn i 2016.

Oifigeach Gaelainne agus Cultúrtha sa Chlub
Tá sé ríthábhachtach go mbeadh an Ghaelainn agus
an cultúr curtha chun cinn i ngach aon chlub sa
chontae seo agus iarraim go láidir ar aon chlub nár
cheap Oifigeach Gaelainne agus Cultúrtha go dtí
seo chun a chinntiú go ndéanfar é go luath. Tuigim
go mbaineann deacrachtaí áirithe le daoine a fháil
chun a leithéid a dhéanamh go deonach ach

Is mise le meas,

Míchéal Ó Drisleáin
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Development Officer
Is mór an onóir dom mo thuairsc ar son Choiste Forbartha a
chur fail Cómhdhail Bhliantúil Coiste Chontae Portláirge
2015.

Park in conjunction with Willis Risk Assessment and this
document is available to download on the gaa.ie website.
Health & Safety is one of the most important areas that a
Club must deal with and should be given the respect it
deserves. Virtually all clubs partake in ground maintenance
and/or development projects small or large each year and
they should always factor in health and safety when
undertaking these projects.

In this my second year as County Development Officer, it
gives me great pleasure and privilege to present to the
2015 County Convention my report as Development
Officer of Waterford County Board.
County Planning Physical Development & Safety
Committee

Club Developments & Borrowings
The County Committee has approved a number of financial borrowings by clubs to undertake development work
during the past year. Clubs should be commended for
continuing to improve their facilities to cater for the
demands of their players and members.

I wish to express my sincere thanks to the members of the
County Planning Physical Development & Safety Committee, Kay Barry Brickey Rangers, Claire Walsh Kilgobnet,
Tommy Hennessy Kill, John O’Leary Ballyduff Lower, Pat
Flynn Passage, Michael Murphy Passage and Colin Kearney
Lismore, who provided great support, assistance and
advice throughout the past year.

I and members of the County Planning, Physical Development & Safety Committee met with a number of clubs
during the year to discuss development projects being
considered. I wish to thank the numerous clubs who
invited me to visit their grounds and view their excellent
facilities and to discuss their plans for further development.

Club Officer Training
Our Annual Club Officer training night was held on
Monday 23rd February 2015 in Lawlors Hotel, Dungarvan.
Éibhear O’Dea (Munster Council) hosted the training.
Presentations included Club Development, Insurance,
Finance, Communications and Planning. Training was
provided to Club Chairpersons, Secretaries, Treasurer’s and
PRO’s. The feedback on the event was very positive.

Clubs are reminded that they must seek approval from the
County Board for any borrowings undertaken. Sanction
may also be required from Munster Council or Croke Park
depending on the total amount of debt a club will have
when seeking a borrowing. Clubs must also seek approval
for acquisition or sale of property. Clubs are also reminded
to ensure their Deed of Trust is up to date and their property is vested in the Association. This provides protection to
the trustees when applying for loans and grants.

Club Development Grants
In 2015, eight Clubs received Munster Council grant
funding under its Club Development Grant Scheme. This
resulted in €53,737 in development funding being secured.
All clubs, applying for funding under this scheme, were
visited. The type of work carried out was examined and the
relevant forms were checked and compliance was very
high. The main type of works completed related to the
enhancement of the actual pitches and their surrounds.
I would like to thank the clubs for their courteous welcome
for John O’Leary and I and I wish them the best of luck in
their developments. All the clubs were very happy with
the amounts allocated to them under the 2015 Grants
Scheme. The following clubs received funding:
Baile Mhic Gonair, Baile na Sagart, Dun Garbhán, Rogha
Eireann, Fionnúir, An Chill, Cill Rosanta,agus Naomh
Maolerain.

County Strategic Plan
The County plan was launched on the 10th December
2013 and the plan has been put in place to set out away
ahead for Waterford over the next five years. In 2015 a
number of the plan projects and initiatives are already well
advanced within the county.
Conclusion
I wish to thank my fellow Officers and for their assistance
and support. As I am stepping down from the Development Officer position I would like to take this opportunity
to thank everyone who assisted me in this role for the past
two years.

Club Health & Safety Statements

Finally may I wish all our clubs and their members health,
happiness and good luck in 2016.

It is very important that clubs update their Health & Safety
Statements on a regular basis. If there are any developments or upgrading of existing facilities then the Safety
Statement should be updated to reflect this. A Health &
Safety Statement template has now been issued by Croke

Is mise,

Pádraigín Breathnach
Oifigeach Forbartha
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Coiste Na Reiteoirí Portlairge
tion. I am confident we will meet the necessary
requirements to facilitate the smooth running of this
competition. We will be running a Referees Foundation course in early 2016 to recruit new Referees. This
will be taking place in Lawlor’s Hotel on dates to be
announced. I would hope to see new members take
up this course especially from the Western division.
We will also be hosting an in-service night for all
existing referees as it is now compulsory for them to
attend on an annual basis.

2015 was another busy year on the refereeing front.
My very special thanks to all our referees who
facilated the various boards on the running of their
championships.
In February we held an in-service night for all our
existing referees. It was an historic occasion as it was
the first time in the history of Waterford GAA that 37
referees from all over Waterford City and County were
present at this event. Many thanks to our course
tutors , John Motherway(Corcaigh) and Pat
Moore(Port Lairge) who once again gave an excellent
presentation. Also in 2015 a Referees Advisory Group
was setup under the guidance of John Hunt. A big
thankyou to John and all his fellow advisors for their
hard work in this area.

Finally I would like to extend our sympathies from all
in Refereeing circles to the family of the late Paul
Foley. Paul was a tremendous servant to all our
Boards both here in Port Lairge, provincially at Munster and National level in Croke Park, he will be sorely
missed.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all Runaí
of both Eastern, Western Div boards, Bord Na Nóg ,
Sraith na Cathrach and County Coaching & Games for
all their continued assistance to all our Match
Officials. My special thanks to County adult fixtures
Secretary Pat Grant whom it was a pleasure to work
with.

Ar Dheis Dé Go Raibh a hAnam.
Is mise le meas,

Micheál O hUaidín.

2016 will pose an extra challenge as this county along
with Tipperary will host the National Féile competi-
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Tuarascail Oifigeach Caidraimh Poibli
A Cairde Gael,

Media standing has grown extensively over the past
year, I have where possible, along with other members of the Publications committee, updated the
majority of championship matches live – giving
updates every 10 to 15 minutes. I hope that my
successor will continue to expand and promote our
games through all aspects of Social Media. I would
also ask club personnel to include @Waterford GAA
when tweeting from games or if necessary to text
updates for inclusion. It is great to see so many of
our Clubs now using the Social Media platform to
inform members, patrons and supporters at home
and abroad of the day to day goings on in their own
local club.

As we come to the end of 2015, I would like to firstly
wish everyone present a peaceful and happy Christmas. As the playing season draws to a close I would
like to thank my fellow officers and the clubs for
their help and support throughout the year. As my 5
year term as PRO comes to a close, I would like to
sincerely thank all those who have helped and
assisted me throughout my tenure. I am most
grateful.
2015 has once again been hectic on the Inter-Couny
Front. We were well represented in all grades keeping the traditions of the Association alive and well in
Port Lairge. Unfortunately the spoils did not come
our way this year, but we are again building for the
future and ensuring continuity. I would especially
like to congratulate our Senior Hurlers on the fantastic accolade of winning the Allianz League title last
May. We need to build on this and other recent
achievements over the coming year and hopefully
get to the holy grail and bring Liam McCarthy to
Waterford.

Thanks to all the contributors to programmes this
year who provided articles – often at short notice! In
the current economic climate I would like to give
thanks to our sponsors and advertisers and would
ask that you continue to give them support where
possible.
To our reporters, photographers and media personnel – I also say thank you for your help throughout
the years. The coverage given in local media to the
Association and our games is second to none.

At club level, it has been a very successful year and
especially with many of our winning sides progressing in the Munster Championships keeping hopes
and spirits well alive late into the year.

As we look forward to 2016, I would like to wish all
our teams the very best of luck and hope that come
this time next year that we will have the Liam
McCarthy Cup on show.

The Publications Committee have once again had a
very busy season. Handouts or weekend
programmes were provided for all championship
games. On this note I would like to express my
gratitude to both Timmy and Aine in the County
Office along with Martin and Matt in Printmaster,
who often had to work long hours to accommodate
production. As can be seen this is a very hard working committee with constant deadlines to be met.

It’s been a fast 5 years but I have thoroughly enjoyed
my role as PRO and will miss the buzz. I hope that I
have made some positive contribution to Cumann
Luthcleas Gael Port Láirge. It would be remiss of me
not to give special mention and Mile Buiochas to
outgoing Runaí Timmy O’Keeffe for his assistance
and support throughout my term. He has made an
outstanding contribution to Waterford GAA in what
at times was a very difficult role. Best wishes to Pat
Flynn as he commences his office.

In this regard, a sincere thanks to all the team managers and selectors for their help and assistance. I
would like to thank all the clubs for their help and
support throughout the year in trying to make my
role easier.

Go n-eiri an t-adh libh go leir

I would most especially like to pay special mention
to Owen Sauvage who was a tremendous help
thoughout the year and often stepped into the
breach to assist.

Is mise le meas,

Eimear de Barra

Oifigeach Caidreamh Poibli

During my term of office I set initially set up the
County Facebook and Twitter accounts. Our Social
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RUIN / MOTIONS
Motion 1
That Bye-Law 1.02 and any other relevant Bye-laws or Regulations be amended to read as follows:
1.02 (b) Competitions Control Committee
It shall consist of the following: the County Vice-Chairperson who shall be Chairperson of the C.C.C.C., the
County Chairperson, the County Secretary without voting rights, the County Treasurer, the County PRO, the
Chairpersons and Secretaries of the two Divisional Committees and the County Referees Administrator,
who is entitled to vote only on the appointment of referees.
1) It shall be responsible for all the arrangements for games and control of all matters arising from
games under the jurisdiction of the County Committee as outlined in the Official Guide and the
Bye-Laws and Regulations of Coiste Chontae Phort Lairge.
2) The Competitions Control Committee shall meet monthly or more often if required to perform
the duties as outlined in the Official Guide. It will also have power to deal with objections and
counter-objections relating to, or arising out of games.
3) The C.C.C.C. shall have full plenary powers of decision.
(An Choiste Chontae)
Motion 2
That Bye-Law 6.04 and 6.05 and any other relevant Bye-laws or Regulations be amended to read as follows:
6.04
1. Applications for regrading shall be dealt with by the County Competitions Control Committee but
the County Committee shall retain the right to make a final decision on an application.
2. All applications for regrading shall be forwarded to the Runai Choiste Chontae on or before the
first Friday in March
3. A club is entitled to regrade a maximum of seven players to its next Championship Level
4. A player 12 months out of competition shall automatically be regraded to the Club’s next lower
Championship level.
(An Pásaiste)
Motion 3
Portlaw GAA Club are proposing that Waterford County Board request Central Council to make a submission on behalf of clubs to Willis allowing for the Players Insurance be paid on a monthly basis rather than in
one lump sum over a period of six months.
If Willis are not in agreement, then it is proposed that CLCG establish a National Club insurance fund to
allow Clubs apply for a low interest Insurance loan that is repayable monthly over a 6 month period from
drawdown.
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(Port Cladach)

Competition Structure Proposals
To be decided at first County Board Meeting of 2016
FOOTBALL
Deuglán Naofa Ardmore
Senior Football Championship
•

3 Groups of four teams in each Group
Top two teams in each group to qualify for Quarter Finals
Best two third placed teams qualify for Quarter Finals
If teams have equal League table Points – the two teams with best scoring difference qualify for Quarter Finals
Team who finish last in the table, plus the last third placed team play in relegation play off
This will allow all teams at least four competitive games

1.
2.

4
4
4

Gaultier GAA Club
Football League / Phelan Cup
The Phelan Cup / County Senior Football League to be comprised of the 12 senior football teams.
Each club plays each other team - 11 league games on a home or away basis.
The top four teams qualify for the semi-finals - 1st V 4th, 2nd V 3rd.
The winners of the semi-finals play in the Phelan Cup / County League Final.
Under 21 Football Championship
That the Under 21 “A” Football Championship be played on an all-county basis.
All teams to be guaranteed at least two games.
The format of the championship to be determined by the number of teams involved.
Stradbally GAA Club
Senior Football Championship
Proposal 1
That the group system that is currently in place remains but each team within the group plays each other home
and away. The groups can consist of 5 or 6 teams depending on the County Board and interest of clubs to play
senior football.
The County League would no longer exist and clubs would only play championship.
The top team in each group will automatically qualify for the county semi-final and the team placed 2nd & 3rd
would contest the quarter final against the teams who finished in the same position in the opposite group.
All knock out games would be played in the County Grounds.
50% of league games to go ahead without county players but all county players must be available for all knockout
games.
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Proposal 2
Retain the league with either 10 or 12 teams. All teams play one another once either home or away.
At the end of the league –
If 10 teams - the top 8 teams qualify for the quarter finals of the county championship.
If 12 teams the top 10 qualify for the quarter finals.
A club’s league placings would be used as seeding for the championship.
All knock out games would be played in the County Grounds.
50% of league games to go ahead without county players but all county players must be available for all knockout
games.
Kill GAA Club
Football Proposals
Following on from the Football Forum held in October, Kill GAA send in the following as a proposed overhaul of
our football structures within the county giving meaningful games to ALL our adult teams in EVERY grade.
Phase 1 - All county leagues
Based on 2015 Results
Division 1
Ballinacourty.
Stradbally.
Kilrossanty.
Nire.
Clashmore
Brickeys.
Ardmore.
Gaultier.

Division 2
An Rinn.
St. Saviours .
De La Salle
Rathgormack.
Ballinameela.
Bunmahon.
Portlaw.
Geraldines.

Division 3
Newtown.
Kill.
Ballyduff upper
Ballinacourty ‘B’.
John Mitchell.
Dunhill.
Kilmacthomas.
Dungarvan

Division 4
Tramore.
St.Mollerans.
Sliabh gCua.
Mt.Sion.
Colligan
Modeligo.
Ferrybank
Roanmore

Division 5
Old Parish
Tallow
Shamrocks
Affane
Kilgobnet
St.Pauls

2 Teams Promoted and 2 Demoted out of each Division
Top 2 in each Division in League Final (Div.1 playing for Phelan Cup)
€100 entry per team
Winners Receive Weekend Away (Sponsored)
Phase 2…….Championship
Senior
4 Groups of 3 teams
2015 semi finalists seeded in each group
Top 2 in each group qualifying for 1/4 finals
Bottom team in each group qualifying for relegation semi-final
Example
A.
Stradbally
An Rinn.
Ballinameela

B.
Kilrossanty
Clashmore
St.Saviours.

C.
Ballinacourty
Brickeys
Gaultier.

D.
Nire
Rathgormack
Ardmore

Advantages: - Each club gets a minimum of 7 league games and 3 championship games
3 Rounds of league played before Round 1 of championship which would be played in late May
2 Rounds of league played before Round 2 of championship (Early July)
2 Rounds of league played before Round 3 of championship (Mid Aug)
More competitive (Better Gates)
Intermediate
Eastern and Western championships to have small groups to coincide with championship.
This is paramount to the success of the leagues.
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West
Ballyduff Upper
Dungarvan
Geraldines
Ballinacourty ‘B’
Modeligo
1 Group – Top team to Final – Team 2 & 3 into Semi Final
East
Portlaw,
Kill,
Bunmahon,
Dunhill,
Newtown,
Tramore,
St. Mollerans,
John Mitchels,
Kilmacthomas,
De La Salle
10 teams
Option 1
2 Groups of 5. Top team in each group to the semi’s, teams 2 &3 to the quarter finals.
Bottom team in each group in the relegation final.
Option 2
3 Groups (2 groups of 3 & 1 group of 4)
Top team in Group of 4 to semi's, teams 2 & 3 to 1\4 finals along with the top 2 teams from the groups of 3, making 6 teams,
equals 3 quarter finals. Bottom teams from each group play off for relegation.
Junior Premier
East
Mt.Sion
St.Paul's
Ferrybank
Roanmore
1 Group – Top team to final – Teams 2 & 3 to semi-final
West
Old Parish.
Tallow.
Affane
Shamrocks
Colligan
Sliabh gCua
2 groups of 3 teams – Top team from each group to semi-final

Junior ‘A
To be made up of Second String Teams (All County)

Junior ‘B
Made up of Second String Teams (All County)

Stradbally
Nire
Rathgormack
Kilrossanty
Brickeys
Clashmore
Gautier
Ardmore
St. Saviours
An Rinn
Ballinameela

De La Salle
Kill
Bunmahon
Portlaw
Kilmac.
Ballinacourty ‘C'
Melleray
Colligan Emmett
Ballysaggart
Geraldines
Kilgobnet

2 Groups - Top Team in Semi.
Teams 2 & 3 in quarter finals.
Bottom Team in each group in Relegation final
Losers down to ‘B' Division
Winners have option to go up to intermediate level
Any team win back-to-back titles would automatically go to
intermediate

2 Groups - Top Team in Semi Final
Teams 2 & 3 in quarter finals
Winners of Junior ‘B’ Promoted to Junior ‘A’ in following year
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Any team in junior 'premier’ have option of being regarded
to ‘B' if they feel they are not equipped for Premier with the
respective Board’s permission.

HURLING
Modeligo GAA Club
Intermediate / Senior Hurling League
As of 2017, the Eastern & Western Intermediate hurling LEAGUE winners of 2016 will be promoted to the Senior
hurling league & replace the bottom team in each of the groups (2 teams) in this League.
If neither team has won the Intermediate County championship then a playoff will take place to promote one of
the Divisional League winners along with the County Intermediate champions.
Clonea GAA Club
Intermediate Hurling Championship
That the Intermediate Hurling championship be re-modelled so that it be played on an all-county basis.
There are a number of reasons why we propose the aforementioned motion
1.The results of going "all-county" have proven a major success for the development of the game at underage level
2.It will allow eventual county winners to be in a stronger position going into Munster inter club action. With the
exception of the excellent Cappoquinn team last year our record has been poor at "Munster" level.
3.It will throw up some novel pairings, with the greatest respect to both Divisions, the opposition being met
annually is becoming monotonous.
4.Attendances have been down in both East and West Divisions in the league stages of the championship.
With the greatest respect, everyone knows the "championship" doesn't begin until August
5.Games would be played at neutral venues (equal distances from both clubs as far as possible). Gates would be
split between both Divisional Boards after expenses
6.Both Divisional Boards would retain their own knockout competition. To make those meaningful, the winners
would re-enter the county championship at quarter or semi-final stage
7.This motion would at least get a two year trial period
8.If this motion is successful, the Eastern and Western boards to decide which teams participate and format of the
competition,
9.Cluain Fhia c.l.g has a format for the motion and would be willing to help / engage with boards if proposal is
successful
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40

42-43
44
45
46
47
48-49
50-52
53-60
61-62
63-64
65
66
67
68
69
70

41

42

43

44

1,688,162

(1,682,788)

45

46

669,383

1,688,162

1,682,788

47

48

7,907
669,383
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54
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56

57

58

59

60

61

62

63

64

65

			

Total		
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594,551
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JJ Kavanagh & Sons Hurling Championships 2015 - Results
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JJ Kavanagh & Sons Football Championships 2015 - Results
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