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Celebrating ‘89

Staffing Issues & a shortage of yellow ink held up the
second issue of Clyda’s newsletter from being delivered earlier
in the year. Time management by the PRO may also have been
a factor but thankfully we are able to deliver an end of year
newsletter filling you in with all the happenings of our great
Club during the year.

Clyda Prediction League
The inaugural Clyda Rovers prediction league kicked
off this year and the club would like to thank all those who sold
or purchased tickets for this event. There were over 450 entrants
which demonstrates the effort undertaken by so many of the
sellers. We hope that the prediction league can become an annual event providing fun, entertainment and some cash for a lucky
winner. It should also provide the club with another revenue
source which is must needed in order to support the club’s many
teams and upkeep of the various facilities that currently exist.
The Prediction league had two prizes. The first prize which was
awarded mid way through the competition was a €100 prizewhich was won by George O’ Keeffe of Rathmore. The ticket
was sold by Thomas Murphy. The grand prize of €400 which
was won by Ger Breen who was sold the ticket by Roy Willis.
Congratulations to both of our winners from everyone in Clyda.

This year was the 25th anniversary of that famous
win against Ballinascarthy all those years ago which gave
Clyda Rovers their very first Junior Hurling County. On
Saturday February 7th the winning team assembled once
more, this time in Killarney to celebrate that famous win.
The entire playing panel of that famous occasion along with
the selectors Stevie O’ Sullivan and Vincent Twomey as
well as special guests team trainer Johnny Looney and
coach Bill O’ Mullane all made the trip to Killarney.
The chairman from 1989 Willie Walsh, who organized the event, was on hand to welcome everyone, with the
victorious team captain John Roche. Addressing the gathering Willie noted “for us it's great to be able to celebrate
what was a marvellous time for our club “. He also remarked “it was an important victory for our club, one which
set us on the road for many successful years since". MC for
the evening was one of the stars of the successful team, Con
O'Sullivan. Current chairman Fergal Cronin also addressed
the gathering, remarking “what this team achieved has left
a strong legacy for the club to build on”. Fergal along with
current vice chairman, Donie Mulcahy, presented the playing panel and mentors of the day with a memento of the
county success. A prayer was observed in memory of the
late team selector John Hegarty, Treasurer Joe Walsh and
Club President Sean O’ Hanlon. The story telling and reminiscing went late in to the night.
The panel who claimed the county honours was as follows:
Paul Walsh, Willie Walsh, Dan O’ Sullivan, John Roche,
Cathal Cronin, Noel Carey, Tim O’Callaghan, Cormac
O'Sullivan, Brendan Kelleher, Martin O’Hanlon, Jerry
O’Sullivan, John Buckley, Paudie Curtin, Sean O’Leary,
Brendan Walsh, Kevin Creedon, Con O’Sullivan, Robert
Walsh, Tomás Murphy, Billy Barry, Fergal Dorgan, Eoghan
Spillane.
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Clyda Rovers 1989 Junior Hurling County Champions

Clyda Rovers Loyalty Draw
This year the club held its first “Loyalty Draw”. The draws
were held in the Railway Bar Ballinamona on a Friday evening in May. The idea of the draw was to give something back
to those who have supported the club over the previous number of years. Entrants for the first draw, €1000 prize fund, had
to be members of Clyda Rovers Senior Club, Cork GAA
Clubs’ Draw and Clyda Rovers Senior / Juvenile Club Yearly
Lotto for 2015. Entrants for the second draw, €400 prize fund,
had to be members of Clyda Rovers Senior Club, and either
Cork GAA Clubs’ Draw or Clyda Rovers Senior / Juvenile
Club Yearly Lotto for 2015. The draws were made by the club
President John Looney. The first prize was won by Dan O’
Sullivan Monaparson. Second prize went to Aisling Murphy
Ballinamona and third prize of All Ireland tickets was won by
one of the hosts of the evening, Doreen Murphy. Congratulations to all three on their win, there is no denying that these
three individuals have shown more than their fair share of loyalty to the club over the years.

Clyda Rovers Golf Classic
The Clyda Rovers Golf Classic was held in the Mallow golf
Club on the 29th/30th May this year. Good weather was had
and like every other year this event was a resounding success.
The Club would like to thank all those individuals who work
so hard every year to deliver this event. John & Catherine
Roche, Derry & Doreen Murphy, Tony & Carmel Conroy are
the chief organisers of this event which raises much needed
funds for the club. It is a very enjoyable day out for the experienced and novices alike and I would encourage every member
of the club to add next years outing to their calendar as an enjoyable experience is guaranteed. This year's wining team consisted of Oliver Looney, Sean Colton and Sean Crowley and
they were followed closely in second by Conor Herlihy, Billy
Cronin & Tadgh Heenan

Derry and Doreen Murphy presenting the winners prize to Oliver
Looney and Sean Crowley.
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The Mourneabbey representatives photoed at the Mallow and District Sports and Leisure Awards.

Awards Night
The Mallow and District Sports and Leisure Awards were held
in Springfort Hall last March. A great night of celebration for
Mallow region was had with award winners from Mallow,
Killavullen, Doneraile, Buttevant, Ballyclough, Kilshannig
and Mourneabbey. Guest speaker was Derval O'Rourke with
local man Kieran McSweeney on-hand to perform the MC
duties. Mourneabbey were very well represented among the

club's representative on the North Cork Board and the Community Council. Aisling is twice winner of Clyda's Clubperson
of the Year Award. Clyda Rovers senior team and Mourneabbey Ladies senior football team were also winners in the
Clubs and Organisation categories. Clyda took their award in
recognition of their outstanding success in 2013 and 2014
where they won the Cork County Premier Intermediate Football Championship, the Munster Intermediate Football Championship and the Cork County Division 2 Football League. On
hand to receive the award for Clyda were 2013/14 team captain Oliver O'Hanlon, selector Jerry O'Sullivan and chairman
Fergal Cronin.
Mourneabbey Ladies Football captain Roisin O'Sullivan was
on hand along with her sister, Cork Senior Football captain,
Ciara O'Sullivan to receive the award on behalf of the
Mourneabbey Ladies Football, recognising their County and
Provincial successes in 2014. Chairperson Catherine Crowley
and team manager Dominic Gallagher were also present to
join the celebrations.

Some of the Mourneabbey award winners enjoying the award with their winning
trophies.

Another Mourneabbey award winner was Community Council
chairman Liam Madden, reflecting his immense contribution
and leadership of the local community. Liam is a stalwart of
the local Community Complex and the award was just deserved for his efforts over the years. Youth awards went to
William Cronin of Ballinamona and Conor Roche of Lavalley
for their contribution to youth activities in the Patrician Academy and Mallow Golf Club respectively.

among award winners. A Community and Clubs Individual A great night was had by all with compliments all round to
award went to Aisling Murphy in recognition of her outstand- Mallow and District Sports and Leisure Awards Committee
ing service as secretary to Clyda Rovers. Aisling is also the under the chairmanship of Liam Ware.
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Clyda Rovers 70th Anniversary

Most organisations fail in their infancy, and on Sunday 29th of November, Clyda Rovers took the opportunity to
celebrate, thank and remember those who took it upon themselves to start the Club and kept it going through those initial
difficult beginnings. The 70th Anniversary celebration was a
night where stories and memories flowed from the generation
who did the early work within the Club. The GAA President
Aogán Ó Fearghail attended the night at the Mourneabbey
L U M of
E Ceremo1 , I S S
Community Centre. Noel Walsh was VtheO Master
nies for the night and after welcoming the large crowd that
was present Noel’s first guest was Mr. Derry Murphy. Derry
outlined the early years of the club, those who were involved
and remembered the times of past when the luxuries of showers and physios were unheard of. He described the various
locations within the parish of Mourneabbey where pitches had
resided over those early years and told of his own love of
Clyda Rovers and his early playing days.

Commerative Plaque in Honour of the Late Paddy
O’ Sullivan

hand to unveil the plaque. Mike spoke with great pride about
his brother's career and life while outlining his achievements
on the national and world stage.
The next guest was Mr. Tom Dorgan, Tom has a
deep affinity for Clyda Rovers and a great love of the GAA in
general. Tom has held multiple roles of office within the club,
at North Cork and County level over the years as well as being
involved with the Clyda Rover Juveniles. Tom relayed the
difficulties in getting the Juvenile club off the ground and how
and games available were
U the
E structures
2
D Every
C Elimited
M B E compared
R 2 0 1 5
to the modern day. Tom mentioned that the 55’ and 56’ teams,
who were also present on the night, were heroes within the
Club but also it seems off the field during those swinging 60’s
as Tom said how he found it hard to recognise many of them
on the night without their slicked brylcreem hair styles that
were ever present in the Majestic during that period.
With the Mourneabbey Ladies football Club representing the parish in a senior All-Ireland football final this
weekend it was only fitting that the night included a chat with
two men who started the ladies football club all those years
ago. Mr. Paddy Mullane was the first to be interview and Noel
asked Paddy about his memories of the camogie team who
won the county championship twice in the 1950s. Paddy recounted how difficult it was to get a team together and that
even on the day of the final they had been short one until a
replacement was found very late in the day. Paddy recalled
that due to emigration and other reasons that that county win
was the beginning of the end for the camogie club. Noel
Walsh then turned his attention to Mr. Con O’ Sullivan who
was the co-founder of the current ladies structure and he recalled of the early formation of the ladies club. Con explained
of the successes of the club over the years and how that should
they win on Sunday they will be the first club ever to have
won Junior, Intermediate and Senior All Ireland finals.

The next part of the night a much renowned Mourneabbey
sportsman, Paddy O'Sullivan, who dominated the boxing on a
national and global stage in the late 1930s and early 1940s was
remembered. Paddy, from Clashmorgan, was the eldest of a
family of six. A farmers son and an apprentice fitter in the
Mallow Sugar Factory he was said to be a giant of a man. He
boxed with the Mourneabbey Boxing Club in the 1930s. His
father Ned was Clyda Rovers GAA’s first president in
1945. Paddy was on the very first hurling team from Mourneabbey to take the field in 1941. The O’Sullivan’s are synonymous with Clyda Rovers, with his brothers Mike and the late
Eddie being on the 1955 team and his late brother Johnny being club president in the 1990s. Paddy won numerous national
amateur titles and has many unique records to his name. Sadly
Paddy passed away at a very young age of 29 in 1948.
Mourneabbey Heritage Association , Mourneabbey Community Council and Clyda Rovers GAA were delighted to work
with the O'Sullivan family in commissioning a plaque in Paddy's memory. His brother Mike and his sister Bridgie were on

Timmy O’ Callaghan relaying to the crowd the huge effort
involved in winning Clyda Rovers first County in 1989.
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Cian O’ Sullivan receiving his Player of the year award.

Tom Dorgan addressing the crowd regarding the early
days of the Juvenille Club

Then Noel turned his attention to the Guests of Honour of the
night, the 1955 and 1956 teams. These teams were the very
first to win honours for the Clyda Rovers GAA club. Each
member of the team was introduced by Noel with some background information about the roles they played both on the
teams and for the club down through the years. Each member
was presented a Trophy by the GAA President Aogán Ó Fearghail. Some of the team members who couldn’t attend on the
night were represented by family members. A rousing reception was delivered to each of the team members by a crowd
who were very grateful for the contribution these individuals
had made down through the years. The victorious Clyda Rovers junior hurling team were presented their winning medals
on the night also by the Avondhu Chairman John O'Donnell.

2

crowd, this was followed by an address from the Club Chairman Fergal Cronin. Fergal thanked the GAA President Aogán
Ó Fearghail for taking the time from his busy schedule to attend the celebration on the evening. Fergal addressed the ’55
and ’56 teams next thanking them for the amazing legacy they
had left behind them and that this was the platform which the
club was built on. He thanked everyone who had taken time to
prepare the displays that were visible on the night and that had
been open to the public during the day. He wished the
Mourneabbey Ladies club best of luck in next weekend’s Senior football club final. He also thanked the 70’s celebration
committee of Tom Dorgan, Carmel O’ Connor, Donie Mulcahy, Aisling Murphy, Jimmy McGlinchey and Noel Walsh
who had delivered a truly wonderful enjoyable evening. The
Chairman Fergal Cronin also played a huge role in the organisation of this night and was a member of the celebration committee who were setup to organise this evening.

Jimmy McGlinchey being recognized for his outstanding contribution
to Clyda Rovers with the Club Man of the Year Award.

The GAA President Aogán Ó Fearghail also presented the
Clubman of the year Trophy to club treasurer Jimmy
McGlinchey, the player of the year award to Cian O’ Sullivan.
Special presentations were also made to Lotto supremo Mr.
Gerry O’ Donoghue and to our former secretary Aisling Murphy to reflect the clubs appreciation of the endless work they
have both done for the club over the years.

Chairman Fergal Cronin thanking the 55’ and 56’
teams for the huge contribution they made to lay
the foundations for the current Club structures.

The County Board Chairman Ger Lane then addressed the
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Derry Murphy receiving his commemorative plaque.

The final address of the evening was made by the
GAA President Aogán Ó Fearghail who thanked the club for
the invite and made various observations about the previous
speakers contributions over the evening. The President remarked how much he had enjoyed the evening and how occasions like this shows just how strong the GAA is in the rural
communities despite the difficulties that small rural areas have
to overcome. He recalled how he has seen similar strong community spirit up and down the country on his travels and that
this was a great undertaking by the club to thank those who
had done so much for Clyda Rovers in the early years. The
MC of the night then completed the celebration by inviting the
guests of honour and all those present to join in light refreshments after the ceremony before closing the night with Amhrán na Bhfiann.

Club President Mr. Paddy Burke being presented his
commemorative plaque.

Mallow resident but native and proud Mourneabbey &
Clyda Rovers man John Cronin at the awards night.

GAA President Aogán Ó Fearghail addressing the
crowd on the evening of the 70th Celebration.

Outgoing Club President Mr. John Looney receives his
award.
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All Ireland Success

The success of the Cork Ladies Football team this year was
one of the 2015's highlights. An added local point of interest
this season is that Cork played under the brilliant captaincy of
Mourneabbey's Ciara O'Sullivan. Ciara led Cork to National
League victory in May when they edged passed Galway by a
single point on a final score line of 0-14 to 1-10. Also starting
for Cork in the final were Ciara's sisters Roisin and Doireann.
That was followed by success in the Minor Football All IreV O L U M E 1 , I S S
land when Aisling O'Sullivan and Eimear Meaney inspired
Cork side defeated Galway on a score line of 3-10 to 2-4.

before Ciara and her team mates made the traditional journey
to the captain's home club where a huge crowd awaited them.
The celebrations went long into the night as the delighted people of Mourneabbey beamed with pride as their eight Mourneabbey heroes took their place in history.
Membership & Lotto
Players

We would like to ask all players to ensure that they have paid
U their
E 2 membership and insurance dues
D EtoCthe
E Mclub.
B E This
R 2 pay0 1 5
ment can be made to any of the clubs officers. All paid up
players will be entered in a draw worth €400. All payments
must be made by March 31st.
The fees are:
€80 Adult player; €65 3rd level student /
unwaged player; €35 2nd level student.
Members
For any supporters yet to renew their membership or lotto can
they please get it to a club officer at their earliest convenience.
All payments must be made by March 31st.
The fees are: €40 Adult member. €20 2nd level student /
OAP / unwaged member. €20 2nd level student member.
Lotto

Ciara O’ Sullivan raises The All-Ireland Ladies Trophy
aloft on the famous victory steps at Croke Park

While the year concluded on a historical high when
eight Mourneabbey players (team captain Ciara O'Sullivan,
Doireann O'Sullivan, Roisin O'Sullivan, Meabh O'Sullivan,
Brid O'Sullivan, Eimear Meaney, Maire O'Callaghan and
Laura Fitzgerald) took their part on match day as the allconquering Cork team won a second 5 in a row All Ireland
titles, defeating Dublin in Croke Park in by 0-12 to 0-10. Ciara
and Doireann both made outstanding contributions during the
game, including two brilliant points from Doireann. In never
to be forgotten scenes Ciara climbed the most famous steps in
Irish sport to claim the Brendan Martin Cup on behalf of the
Cork team. In her hugely impressive captain's speech Ciara
singled out the role played by Mourneabbey LFC in allowing
her have the honour of captaining the winning Cork team.

The Club would like to invite all members where possible to
join the Club’s Lotto. The lotto is a major financial contributor
to the club and is a much needed source of income. Annual
lotto tickets can be purchased from any of the clubs executive
members while weekly tickets can be obtained from the many
Lotto ticket sellers in the parish..
POC Fada.
The annual Clyda Rovers Poc Fada takes place on St Stephan's
Day. The day begins with a juvenile Poc Fada @ 12 midday,
with registration for the adult competition from 1.30pm in the
Railway Bar Ballinamona. This year's competition is in aid of
the Jamie Wall and Dessie Fitzgerald funds. All are welcome.

Happy Christmas
We would like to wish all our members and all those in the
parish of Mourneabbey and their families a Happy Christmas
and Peaceful New Year.

On the night following the victory the Cork team
were welcomed back to rapturous acclaim to the Banks of Lee

Clyda Rovers GAA
Contact
Chairperson: Fergal Cronin

Email: chairperson.clydarovers.cork@gaa.ie

Secretary:

Email: secretary.clydarovers.cork@gaa.ie

Treasurer:

Don Forde/Joan Fitzpatrick

Jimmy McGlinchey

Email: treasurer.clydarovers.cork@gaa.ie
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