Chapter I

1887
The Naas G.A .A. club was founded on the 16th October. The Naas
Harriers and Football Club, which was to become the Naas Catholic
Institute Athletic Club a month later, were not enamoured with this.
They played their first game at Jigginstown. The first Kildare County
Convention took place at which the Naas G.A.A. were to the fore in
the election of officers.
Beginning of the G.A.A. in Naas
In February John Wyse-Power resigned from the Central Executive of
the G.A.A. On the 16th October the Naas G.A.A. Club was founded in the
ballroom of the Town Hall. The acknowledged founder of the Naas Branch
of the G.A.A. was J. M. (Dents) Ginnane, who was ably assisted by a P.
J . Duncan. Although the official founding date of the club was the 16th
October, the original founding meeting was arranged for Sunday 2nd October in the reading room of the Catholic Institute. Mr. James Fegan, Chairman of the Town Commissioners chaired the meeting. Only 19 attended and
as 21 members were necessary to form a branch of the association, the
meeting was adjourned to the following Sunday. The reason 21 were necessary was that football under Gaelic rules at that time was 21-a-side. There
was one letter of apology at the meeting from Fr. Walsh who was involved
with the closing of the mission that day.
It took the founder J. M. (Dents) Ginnane a fortnight to reorganise the
meeting. He hired the ballroom in the Town Hall for the 16th October at
a charge of one shilling. Ginnane, a native of Clare, was a prominent I.R.B.
man and had two I. R. B. men from the Central Executive of the Association
in attendance. It was Ginnane who was responsible for the posters around
the town advertising the meeting. The advertisement ran: "A public
meeting will be held in the Town Hall, Naas, on Sunday 16th October at
half-past twelve o'clock for the purpose of establishing a branch of the
G.A.A. in the town and all who are desirous of joining are invited to
attend."
Founding Meeting
The Kildare Observer's account of the founding meeting was very
detailed and now, 100 years later, makes very interesting reading. Con-

siderably over a score collected in the ballroom of the Town Hall at one
o'clock including the following: Rev. E. Walsh C.C., Dr. Smyth, Messrs.
S. J. Brown, W. Staples, James O'Hanlon, P. J. Duncan, J. Nannetti, W.
Masterson, J. Donnellan, J. Clarke, M. Gogarty, J. M. Ginnane.
Messrs. Seery and Dunleavy, officers of the "GAEL" were present on
behalf of the Central Executive of the Association. On the motion of Mr.
Brown, seconded by Mr. O'Hanlon, the chair was taken by Rev. E. Walsh
C.C.
The chairman said he had great pleasure in presiding at a meeting for the
formation of an association calculated to produce so much good. Something of the sort was greatly wanted in the town, and they ought to be very
select in the beginning in their selection of members for this Association,
for the taking in of any members who were not fitted was calculated to do
more harm than good. This was the one really national association and they
wanted to have no one in it who was not national. Their friends from
Dublin would address them on the objects of the Association and the mode
to be adopted in forming a branch.
Mr. Seary then addressed the meeting. In the course of his remarks he
said that it was rather a good thing they had commenced with a small
meeting, for if they had begun with a large one, objectionable people might
get into it, and when once it has been formed it would be very difficult to
exclude them but now it could be gradually formed, and the right persons
admitted. He then explained the objects of the Association.
Opposition

Mr. Dunleavy also addressed the meeting. He said that his friend Mr.
Ginnane had informed him that there was a spirit of opposition in the town
to the formation of the branch. With regard to that, he would say go bald
headed for the opposition. If the manhood of the town wanted to have
anything they would have it in spite of opposition; and if people opposed
the manhood of the town, and thought the young men would be better off
supporting a lamp post at the corner of the street, why let them support it.
After referring to the Freeman's Journal dispute with the Central
Executive, he said it would be disposed of at the Thurles Convention in
November. He hoped they would show those parties who opposed the
establishment of the branch that they were not able to do it.
Mr. Brown said they were much obliged to the gentlemen from the Central Executive for having put so clearly before them the objects of the
Association, and the reasons why they should interest themselves in establishing a branch of it in Naas. He was a firm believer in the principle of
"mens sana in corpore sano" though he did not put it very much into practice himself. He thought it a great pity that they had not gone earlier about
establishing a branch of the Gaelic Athletic Association. Mr. Duncan fully
endorsed Mr. Brown's remarks about the delegates from the Central
Branch coming down to give them a stimulus to their opening meeting. He
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thought it might go abroad from what they said, that there was a hostile
feeling to the establishing of a Gaelic Association there. No hostile feeling
existed. Their motive was to form a branch and gradually the people of
Naas would become members, so that it would be only a matter of time till
it was foremost in the ranks of their outdoor pleasures. He proposed that
they form a branch and that their worthy chairman be president. Fr. Walsh
was a true and trusted priest and again behind that, as they were all aware,
he was a true and trusted nationalist and ever since he came to Naas, he had
been always working to promote its good. Mr. Brown he suggested as vicepresident and he was confident they would have very little difficulty in selecting from those in the room a committee that would do justice to the
G.A.A. in Naas. Mr. O'Hanlon formally proposed that a branch of the
Gaelic Athletic Association be established.
Mr. Staples had great pleasure in seconding and it was passed
unanimously.
Fr. Walsh then left the chair, which was taken by Dr. Smyth. Fr. Walsh
was then unanimously elected president of the branch.
Officers of New Club
Dr. Smyth in putting the motion said he would take the opportunity of
saying how he felt obliged for their having shown such earnestness in
establishing the branch. In his opinion there was no town in Ireland where
it was more wanted and no town where it was more likely to be more successful. He thought in that old town, with all its old national traditions, but
which as far as national character was concerned, had become a byword in
North Kildare, it would not be started too soon to improve the
health of the young men of the town, their moral health and their physical
health. It had been said that they in the past had been victims of factionism.
In Naas the faction was the anti-national faction. That faction had been
their rulers and they had been for a long time their obedient subjects. For
himself he could only promise to give the branch every aid in his power. He
was not an athlete nor could he hurl except like many in Naas as a hurler
on the ditch. He would be glad to see the Association grow up into a healthy
plant when filled with national spirit in spite of every opposition.
He expected to see it form its roots firmly, enlarge and expand its trunk,
and extend its branches in spite of the sniping influence of this anti-national
atmosphere.
Mr. Brown was then proposed and seconded for vice-president and after
pleading exemption on the ground that his business would not allow him
to attend, as often as he would wish, was prevailed upon to accept. Fr.
Walsh said that it would be great to have Mr. Brown at the head of this
business. Mr. Gogarty proposed that Mr. Ginnane be appointed secretary ..
This was seconded by Mr. Dowling. Dr. Smyth thought it was the least compliment they could pay Mr. Ginnane for his exertions in bringing the matter
to its present stage (confirmation that Ginnane was the actual founder of
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the Naas G.A.A. Club). Mr. Donnellan, who was secretary of the local Gas
Co. seconded that Mr. O'Hanlon be elected treasurer. Dr. Smyth said that
a better selection could not be made. If he were asked to point to the
embodiment of the national spirit in Naas he would constantly point to Mr.
James O'Hanlon. As secretary of the old Land League he had kept the flag
flying when few would take it into their hands, and if he accepted the office,
he would be the best treasurer they could appoint. Mr. O'Hanlon accepted
the office thanking Dr. Smyth for his kind allusion to him in days gone by.
Fr. Walsh in returning thanks for his election said some of the speakers
had said something about opposition. As far as he could see there was no
opposition at all; everybody seemed to be delighted at it. It would be a great
success in the town for in all Ireland he had never seen such fine young men
as there were in Naas for height, appearance and in every way.

First Committee

Dr. Smyth said they had next to appoint a Committee and as he saw a
very distinguished athlete in the room, Mr. Dowling, perhaps he could assist
him.
Mr. Dowling said he could not for he knew nothing about Gaelic football
except that he believed it was played something like Association football.
There was one matter he wished to refer to, that a report came to his ears
that he and some others were going to get up another association in opposition to this one. He gave that report a denial, for as soon as he heard a
Gaelic branch was to be formed he said he would join it. Dr. Smyth said
that he had not heard this report, but was sure Mr. Dowling's repudiation
of it would give satisfaction. The following committee was then appointed:
Dr. Smyth, Messrs. Staples, Duncan, Gogarty, Dowling and Donnellan.
The meeting then adjourned.
The lengthy report in the Kildare Observer of the founding meeting established certain facts.
(I) The Naas G.A.A. club was founded on the 16th October 1887 in the
ballroom of the Town Hall.
(2) The founder of the club was J. M. (Dents) Ginnane, a native of Clare,
who was ably assisted by P. J. Duncan.
(3) Like many G.A.A. clubs at the time it was politically motivated. J.
M. (Dents) Ginnane was a prominent member of the I.R.B.
It transpired later that Fr. Walshe's statement about no opposition
proved groundless.
Football match in Naas

On the following Sunday Fr. Walsh chaired a very large meeting and
many subscriptions were paid. The meeting arranged football practice for
the new club on the following Sunday. This practice match was played on
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a field belonging to Mr. Hearns of the Knocks. This was along the canal
across the road from Tandy's bridge. Two teams were selected by the club
captain Mr. J. J. Dowling and by a Mr. P. J. Doyle. Both men were to play
important roles in the early years of the club. The match is reported to have
been carried on with great zest and vigour but was not Gaelic football. This
first match played by members of the newly formed club was held on Sunday 30th October 1887 and was won by P. J. Doyle's team.
Naas Harriers and the G.A.A.
On the same day the Naas Harriers and football club held their first practice of the season at Oldtown. W. Mulderry's team defeated P. Power's
team by 1-3 to 0-3. This is the first mention of football being played by the
Naas Harriers since their A.G.M. in November 1886 when they decided to
play football under Gaelic rules. It would appear to be a reaction to the formation of the new club. It seems that the Harriers were mostly involved in
athletics and the fact that their secretary Mr. Dowling and their treasurer
William Staples left to join the new G.A.A. club seems to bear this out.
In early November J. M. (Dents) Ginnane as secretary of the Naas
G.A.A. applied on behalf of the Association for the use of the ballroom
in the Town Hall for their meetings, and to fix a rent. He stated that it was
their intention to start a debating society in connection with the club and
the room would be a very suitable one for their purpose. The ballroom was
given to the Naas G.A.A. at £6 per year on the understanding that they
should give it up at any time it was required by other parties for a ball or
such purpose.
Early November also saw the Annual General Meeting of the Harriers
which was held in the rooms of the Catholic Institute in the Town Hall. The
Kildare Observer reported a large attendance including John Kavanagh, P.
Bannon, M. Halligan, H. O'Neill, P. Power, E. Connolly, M. Patterson,
T. A. Walsh, M. J. O'Farrell, W. Mulderry, C. Carroll, P. McEnaney,
John Kelly, J. Dowling, M. F. Farrell, T. Healy, J. Watson, J. Kearney,
R. Dunne, J. Comerford, N. Cahill, M. Purcell. Mr. T. A. Walsh chaired
the meeting. He made some interesting points in his speech after the minutes
had been read.
(1) He pointed out that the minutes of the 1886 meeting put before them,
and through the presence of the press representatives, before the public, the
fact that this club was under the Gaelic rules during the past year and is
under them still.
(2) He said that they had met there that night to give it a fresh lease of
life and to infuse energy into the members generally.
(3) He referred to the fact that the secretary Mr. Dowling and treasurer
Mr. Staples were no longer members as they had gone over to the majority.
This cynical remark was accompanied by laughter as the Harriers could
boast of over 40 members whereas the new Naas G.A.A. club had difficulty
in obtaining the 21 members needed to form a club.
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(4) He said that "all should understand that they were not there in
opposition to any club at present in existence, and that their meeting was
connected with no such purpose. The members merely wished to renew the
club under the old name and under the old auspices (hear, hear)."
The above points would seem to indicate that as far as football was concerned the Harriers had lapsed and were now trying to recover the situation.
The Harriers meeting confirmed the resolution brought in a year earlier
that football should be played under Gaelic rules. It was also disclosed at
the meeting that Mr. Mansfield had placed the County Kildare Club
grounds (present lawn tennis club) at their disposal for the season. Mr. Farrell and Mr. O'Neill were asked to approach Fr. Morrin to continue to act
as patron of the club for the coming year. The officers elected for the coming year were Secretary Mr. Cavanagh, Treasurer Mr. O'Neill and Mr.
Denis O'Donohoe, Club Captain Mr. M. Farrell. The Captain acted as
chairman. A week later the number of members had risen to 70.
At around this time also the Gaelic Athletic Association had their second
convention at Thurles. The meeting was so acrimonious that it caused its
most powerful supporter Archbishop Croke to withdraw from it the day
after. On the following Sunday the Naas Gaels met for their usual debate
in the Town Hall. The topic for debate that night was supposed to be a continuation of the previous Sunday's debate on hunting. However most of the
time was spent speaking out against the treatment of William O'Brien M.P.
in Tullamore jail. The mood of the meeting was then aimed at the hunting
fraternity. A Mr. McCann urged farmers to assemble at meets and tell the
hunting gentlemen that they would not permit them to cross their fields and
if this would not be sufficient the Gaels should turn out with their hurleys
and go to the meet and assist the farmers to keep these blackguards off their
lands.
Although there was no organised hurling club in existence, the reference
to hurleys is a clear indication that hurling was played if only by individuals
in Naas in 1887.
Naas Catholic Institute Athletic Club
In the space of two weeks the Naas Harriers and Football Club had their
name changed to the Naas Catholic Institute Athletic Club. The reason for
this was probably because the word Harriers was too clearly associated with
hunting and since the ill treatment of William O'Brien a campaign had been
launched against hunting ably assisted by members of the Naas G.A.A. It
was at this time too that the Naas G.A.A. changed its name to Naas John
Dillons.
In mid November there took place a general meeting of the Catholic
Insititue Club (the old Harriers Club). The chair was taken by the captain
M. F. Farrell. Amongst those present were B. Wheeler T.C., J. Conway
T.C., J. J. O'Mahony (solicitor), Denis Donohoe, H. O'Neill, M. Purcell,
J. Watson, T. Healy, W. Mulderry, P. Bannon, N. Flanagan, D. Sheridan,
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P. McEnaney, J. Patterson, W. P. Curran, C. Patterson, George Power,
J. Byrne, C. Carroll, C. Higgins, P. Kelly, P. Timmons, M. Haligan, J.
Dowling, H. W. Monahan, R. Dunne, J. Hade, T. A. Walsh, P. Power,
J. D. Gray, Joseph Byrne, W. Byrne, J. Kavanagh, hon. sec. Two new
members were added to the executive, vice-captain Harry Farrell and assistant hon. sec. T. A. Walsh. They decided to run a 2 mile steeplechase at
Maudlins and to give 3 prizes. The secretary reported that the membership
had risen to 74. Football was not discussed at the meeting but the recent
Convention at Thurles got an airing. At the end of the discussion the
following resolution was adopted "That we, the Naas Catholic Institute
Athletic Club, view with regret the result of the Gaelic Convention at
Thurles, leading, as it has done, to the withdrawal of the great and patriotic
Archbishop of Cashel from the Association. We trust His Grace may be
pleased to place himself at the head of a Gaelic movement which will command the confidence of the country, and to which all Irishmen will feel it
an honour and pride to belong." During the discussion Mr. T. A. Walsh
had an indirect go at the Naas G.A.A. (John Dillons) as follows "They, the
members of this club, had been taunted with want of patriotism for not
joining the Gaels, but he thought they were at least as good Irishmen as
those who spoke in this way." This drew great applause from those present.
Mr. Walsh also decried the brutal manner in which William O'Brien was
being treated in Tullamore prison. The meeting adopted the following
resolution unanimously "That the indignity sought to be put upon Mr.
O'Brien by compelling him to wear convict's uniform crowns the mean and
despicable treatment pursued towards that sure souled patriot by Balfour
and his Government. Irishmen throughout the world will receive with indignant pain the latest tidings from Tullamore and will join in fervent prayers
that God may spare William O'Brien to aid to a glorious victory the sacred
cause on whose behalf he has risked so much."
First Kildare Co. Convention

The first Kildare County Convention in November 1887 which was
chaired by Dr. O'Connor (Clane) passed the following resolution "That we,
the delegates of the County Kildare Gaelic Athletic Clubs, in convention
assembled, pledge ourselves to support the Gaelic Athletic Association
under the patronage of Dr. Croke and the presidency of Maurice Davin;
that we sever our connection with the executive at the recent Thurles Convention." Another resolution was passed unanimously "That we tender our
sincere sympathy to Mr. Wm. O'Brien and the other political prisoners, and
we condemn in the strongest terms the cruel and inhuman treatment
inflicted on them by the present brutal and blood-stained Tory Government." The Naas delegates at the Convention were J. J. Dowling, P. J.
Doyle and James Donnellan. The Convention was adjourned to 31st
December in the Town Hall, Naas.
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Activities of Naas G.A.A. Club - Debates and Music
Sun(Jay night debates were a regular feature of the Naas John Dillons.
These were public debates in which a number of ladies attended. One such
debate was whether the Young Ireland Party was right in seceding from
O'Connell in 1846 or not. At the end of the debate an overwhelming
majority voted for the Young Irelanders. Many people from Naas speak of
the Great Brass Band that existed in the town many years ago. However not
many realise that it was the Naas John DilJons that established the Naas
Brass Band. Part of the fund-raising for the band was a lecture delivered
by John E. Redmond M.P. in the ballroom of the Town Hall. The Kildare
Observer reported "the room was very prettily decorated with flags,
flowers, and evergreens, interspersed with national and patriotic mottoes.
The large room was comfortably filled with a very appreciative audience,
who applauded the able lecturer's telling periods enthusiastically. Several
clergymen and a large number of students from Clongowes Wood College,
Mr. Redmond's alma mater, were present and the audience included a
numerous representation from all the country districts surrounding Naas."
The Kildare Observer gives an in-depth account of the lecture and the
appreciations given by S. J. Brown, P. J. Doyle and Dr. Smyth. O\1e statement by P. J. Doyle in his speech which was greeted with laughter would
now be probably greeted with a wry smile if not outright indignation:
"there were present gentlemen and ladies - some of the gentlemen he must
regret were not members of the club, and as to the ladies they, of course,
could never be members"! Now 100 years later lady members are part and
parcel of nearly every club.
Meetings in Town Hall - Problems arising
The weekly meetings and vociferous debates carried on by the Naas
G.A.A. (John Dillons) was causing some concern among members of the
Catholic Insititue. A letter from the Hon. Sec. of the Catholic Insititute
Club to the Town Commissioners complained of the inconvenience arising
to the members of the reading-room and billiard-room by the use of the
upper room for public meetings, and suggesting that the lower room should
be put in order for the G.A.A. The two rooms were and still are above and
on either side of the ballroom. While the letter was being discussed by the
Town Commissioners a deputation from the Naas G.A.A. (John Dillons)
requested an interview with the Commissioners. The deputation consisted
of James O'Hanlon, P. J. Doyle and J. M. Ginnane. "Mr. Ginnane
(Founder Naas G.A.A.) produced an agreement in which he and Mr.
O'Hanlon were named as tenants of the ballroom on behalf of the Gaelic
Athletic Association, at the yearly rent of £5. The hall to be given up to the
Commissioners on the occasion of the Hunt Ball, and for the accomodation
of the police at Punchestown if required. The tenancy to terminate by six
months notice on either side."
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Mr. Byrne (Commissioner) said that it was to be given up any time they
required it. That is what was understood .
Mr. Ginnane - At any time. It was not understood "at any time".
Mr. Treacy (Commissioner) - and I'd ask the deputation to put in a
clause that there will be no band practice the Town Hall.
Mr. Ginnane said that had been understood, and he did not think it
necessary.
Mr. Treacy (Commissioner) said that it had been proposed and passed
that the Gaelic Athletic Association get the room for £6. Then at the next
meeting it was proposed and seconded behind the backs of gentlemen that
proposed it before, that it be given at a reduced rate.
Mr. Wheeler (Commissioner) - I don't object, and it was I proposed the
first resolution, but at the last meeting there was a letter from the Naas
Catholic Institute, and it was arranged to get tenders, and put the lower
room in order for the Gaelic Association .
Mr. Doyle - That was presuming the Gaelic Athletic Association was
prepared to go into the lower room.
Mr. O'Hanlon - That's against the terms of the agreement.
Mr. Treacy - I don't know that there's any agreement yet. It is not signed
or agreed to . Would it be any harm, Mr. O'Hanlon, to ask you who drew
up this agreement.
Mr. Ginnane (G.A.A.) - I drew it up.
Mr. Treacy - I thought so, it is very one sided.
Mr. Doyle (G.A.A.) We are prepared to give it up any time it is required
for dances.
Mr. O'Hanlon said they were satisfied to agree to the Commissioners'
terms that the ballroom to be given up when required. They had the
interests of the town at heart as any gentleman there, though they seemed
to think they were hostile to the interests of the town. The chairman said
that since they agreed to let the room to the G.A.A. they got a letter from
the Naas Catholic Institute complaining of the inconvenience arising from
the use of the ballroom for public meetings.
Mr. Wheeler - We were going to consider the letter from the Catholic
Institute tonight, and try to make both clubs as comfortable as we could,
and we have come to consider plans to make the lower room comfortable
for the Gaelic Athletic Association.
Mr. Sargent - And in case it was made comfortable for them would they
be willing to vacate the upper room.
Mr. Doyle (G.A.A.) - By no means.
It was agreed to postpone the question to the next monthly meeting with
Naas G .A.A. to have the use of the ballroom in the meantime. Mr. Ginnane
and Mr. Doyle asked that a lamp should be placed at the corner leading
down to where the band practised at the back of the Leader office.
It was agreed that the lamp would be lighted in future.
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Naas G.A.A. Club's first Football Game
On the football field Naas G.A.A. (John Dillons) played their first ever
match. It was played on 27th November against Clane in Jigginstown on
the land of Mr. Charles McDonald. It was wet and windy, Mr. S. J. Brown,
Naas, and Mr. W. Fennell, Mainham, Clane, acted as umpires. The referee
was Mr. Kelly (Clane). Field Umpire was Mr. Donnellan (Naas). Playing
with the wind the Naas men dominated the first half and at half-time led by
3 points (1 forfeit point) to 1 point for Clane. In the second half the play
was much more even. The Naas men's inexperience and lack of skill led to
their defeat. The final result was Clane 2 goals 6 points (4 forfeit points) to
3 points (l forfeit point) for Naas. In 1887 when a defender kicked a ball
over his own end line the opposition were awarded a forfeit point. Forfeit
points were only taken into consideration when scores were level at the end
of the game. The return match was played in Clane on Sunday lIth
December. The Clane men had an easy win and the Naas men were entertained very hospitably after the game. The umpires were Messrs. Gogarty
and Doyle (Naas) and Mr. E. Kelly, Clane, acted as referee.
The Naas John Dillons played their third game against Ballyknockan
Club (Blessington) in Baltinglass on St. Stephen's Day, Naas won the game
by 1 goal and 1 forfeit point to 1 point. The referee was Mr. Ross,
Ballyknockan, and the umpires were J. M. Ginnane and J. Donnelan, Naas,
and William Kearns, Ballyknockan. Naas stars on this occasion were P. J.
Doyle, Richard Doyle, J. J. Dowling, M. Gogarty and S. G. Brown.
At the adjourned County Kildare Convention on the 31st December 1887
the following officers were appointed Chairman: S. G. Brown; Hon. Secretary: J. M. Ginnane; Treasurer: P. J. Doyle. The only other Naas delegate
present was J. J. Dowling who was elected to the Committee. All the officers
elected at the first County Convention were from the Naas John Dillons.
In the first 100 years of the Naas G.A.A. Club it was not the only time
they supplied both the chairman and the secretary in the same year. It happened again in 1971 when the chairman was Ger Grehan and secretary was
Liam McManus.
The first registered 'colours of the Naas G.A.A. Club were french grey
and crimson with dark green caps.
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