Chapter III

1889-1907
In this period of the club's history the Naas John Dillons amalgamated
with the Naas Catholic Institute Athletic Club. The club hit the
headlines when three of its members played cricket with a police inspector. During the Parnell split the club went out of existence for a few
years as did the County Board. It reformed again as the HDillons" in
1902 but only lasted six years. The Naas Hurling Club was formed in
1902 and another hurling club, the Naas Gaelic League Hurling Club,
was formed in 1904. Naas contested the 1904 County Football final.
The founder of the Naas Hurling Club became County Chairman in
1904.

1889
Amalgamation of Naas John Dillons and
Naas Catholic Institute Athletic Club

The decision of the Dillons in December 1888, not to play matches while
some of its members were in jail, did not seem to gain universal acceptance
and led to a new era in the short life of the Naas G.A.A. Club. The Kildare
Observer reported in January "The Naas John Dillons G.A.A. club and the
Naas Catholic Institute Athletic Club have amalgamated along lines which
satisfied both sides."
Considering the happenings of 1888 it is hard to figure out this complete
turn around in policy. One can only conclude that some of the Dillons'
more prominent members were in jail.
The amalgamation, still called the G.A.A. John Dillons, never had a
chance of success. Politics and religion took a hand and split every G.A.A.
club and every county committee in the country. That the Parnell split did
not cause a complete annihilation of the fledgling association shows a great
resilience and determination among our forefathers who built the Gaelic
Athletic Association into the organisation it is today.
In 1889 twenty-six clubs had entered for the County Football Championship. The Naas delegate to the County Committee was P. J. Doyle and the
club chairman Dr. Smyth was a prominent referee. At a meeting in June
six new clubs were affiliated to the County Committee, they were Athgarvan, Clongorey Campaigners, Ballygordon (renewal), Ardclough (Kildare
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Volunteers), Narraghmore (Fassac Patrick), Brewel (J. L. Carew). There
were so many objections that year that the County Committee raised the
objection fee to 10 shillings with the provision that it be forfeited if the
objection was deemed frivolous. In the second round ties Naas received a
bye after having defeated the O'Connells of Kilcock by 1-7 to nil in the first
round.
Controversy over playing cricket
The peace among the Gaels of the town, sought after and achieved by the
amalgamation of the Naas G.A.A. (John Dillons) and the Naas Catholic
Institute Athletic Club didn't last long. However this time the difference of
opinion between the members of Naas (John Dillons) took a different slant.
It revolved around the fact that three members of Naas G.A.A. played
cricket with the local cricket club. The row was not so much about the playing of cricket as the fact that they played on the same team as a police
inspector. The Leinster Leader had been very much the public relations arm
of the Naas John DilIons up to this, as their founder "Dents" Ginnane had
been manager of the Leinster Leader at the time. It conducted a fierce campaign against the club charging it with allowing policemen to take part in
their sports and called upon the clubs in Kildare to boycott the Naas club.
It was this statement in the Leinster Leader that prompted P. J. Doyle,
secretary of the Naas club and secretary of the County Board, to raise the
matter at the County Kildare Annual Convention in October 1889. At the
end of his report as secretary of the County Committee, he said he wished
to refer to a matter which was more personal than appertaining to the
official business of the convention. He said he referred to this matter not
only in justice to the club itself but in justice to the Gaelic Athletic Association in the county. P. J. Doyle continued "As long ago as last June,
through the operation of a law affecting members who were in arrears of
subscriptions, the membership of the Naas club was brought down very
low. I gave permission - if I might use the word - to the secretary of a
cricket club that had been formed in the town of Naas, to use the Gaelic
grounds for practice, and this cricket club was composed partly of members
of the G.A.A. in the town but in a much larger proportion of men who were
not, are not, and never have been members of the Association."
Mr. Doyle went on to say that the alleged offence occurred when a
gentleman in the town got together a scratch team in which a district inspector of police took part. The Observer reported "Mr. Doyle did not even
mention the district inspector's name, though, I dare say, the convention
knew he was the officer whom the Naas Gaels converted to nationalist principles and actually kept away from the Clongorey evictions. What splendid
patriots those Naas Gaels are!" P. J. Doyle said that this scratch team consisted of three Gaels. The Observer reporter commented again "Well, as an
observer, 1 may say I am not surprised that three Gaels should have been
capable of raising such a breeze. It seems quite natural indeed." Mr. Doyle
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called this a scheme and said that both he and the Catholic Institute knew
the schemers. However he did not identify the schemers but it is reasonable
to assume that they were some members of either the Naas G.A.A. (John
Dillons) or the Naas Catholic Institute who were opposed to the merger.
The third of the infamous trio however was an active playing member of
the club. Mr. Doyle went on to state that from the spirit of fair play which
had always been shown by the Gaelic Athletic Association, that they should
not seek to hold the club responsible for the action of these individuals, two
of whom were mere nominal members. This was accepted by the County
Committee.
Earlier in the meeting P. J. Doyle had presented his secretary's report in
which he stated that they had not been affiliated to the Central Council. He
also presented a statement of accounts which showed that the County Board
were in credit to the tune of £30. P. J. Doyle was elected chairman of the
County Committee. The other Naas delegate present was R. Doyle.
However, the Leinster Leader continued its attack against the Naas
G.A.A. over the cricket incident. The Leader said it was horrified at such
contaminating contact, and pointed out again the "secret circular feud of
Mr. Davitt, in which the Castle authorities are supposed to urge athletes
among the police to mix with the Gaels and set them in antagonism to the
National League." The Kildare Observer scoffed at this as too nonsensical
and ridiculous to be entertained. The Leader, however, continued to attack
the club on this matter and called for the expulsion of these three members
for conduct calculated to bring the assocation into disrepute. Some penwielder of distinction penned the following lines to commemorate the incident:

I'm going to sing about the Gaels,
Those who have dropped so low;
Who 'field' and 'bat'; knock off the 'bails',
And have two sporting strings to their bow.
Who try to ape the gentleman
And 'flannels' would like to wear,
Who think it grand with police to stand
And fill us Gaels with despair.
Oh, those Gaels, those heedless young Gaels,
Why don't they try to be good, be good,
And not mix with so many swells,
But stick to us as they should, they should,
Oh, those Gaels, those wicked three Gaels,
I wonder they are not afraid, afraid,
That if they don't stop upon them we'll drop,
And then they'll be made, be made, be made.
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They think it style to go a mile
In a peeler's companee,
And when reproved are never moved
Their heinous crime to see,
Their country's cause by alien laws
and peeler's is opposed,
And yet it seems on cricket teams
Their patriot's eye is closed.

(Chorus).

However, the Gaels in Naas were still at loggerheads with each other over
the subject of association with policemen. Speakers were invited to meetings
of the club members to speak against associating with policemen. The Kildare Observer called it "rare times in the dirt puddle politics of Naas". It
also reported on a row at a meeting of the Naas G.A.A. between P. J. Doyle
and M. F. Farrell over the Gaels and police. The Observer continued: "The
conduct of the whole lot of them would be calculated to bring the Gaelic
Athletic Association into disrepute. They are spared that, however, for the
Association is already in disrepute."
On November 6th the annual convention of the Gaelic Athletic Association took place. Only nine counties attended the meeting. This was the least
number since the founding and the least acrimonious. The Kildare delegates
were refused admission to the meeting as their County Board had not
.affiliated with the Central Executive.
Back to football, Naas defeated Sallins by 1-8 to 1-1 in the quarter final
but made their exit in the semi-final losing by 0-3 to 0-0 to Kildare.

1890-1901
Parnellite split a disaster for Naas G.A.A.
Naas were defeated in the first round of the 1890 championship by Ballymore by 0-3 to 0-0. The "John Dillons" were having a tough time, many
of their members were in jail and P. J. Doyle resigned at county chairman
after a row over his friendship with the local militia.
As if things were not bad enough, the" John Dillons" split down the
middle over Charles Stewart Parnell. It happened not at a meeting of the
G.A.A. club but at a meeting of the Naas Branch of the National League.
P. J. Duncan, a founder member of the Naas G.A.A. Club, proposed the
following: "That we the members of the Naas Branch of the Irish National
League assembled, place on record our unabated confidence in Charles
Stewart Parnell as our great political leader, and we hereby endorse the
action of our two worthy representatives, Mr. Carew and Mr. Leahy, in
loyally supporting their chief in the bitterest hour of his trial." The pro. posal was seconded by Mr. J. J. Dowling and supported by Mr. S. J. Brown
(solicitor) and Dr. Smyth.
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All four were founder members of Naas G.A.A.
Rev . H. Cullen, the local curate, proposed the following amendment:
That while we fully recognise Mr. Parnell's past services, we think he would
now serve the interests of Ireland best by retiring.
Mr. Grehan, whose grandson Gerard was chairman of the Kildare Co.
Board in 1970 and 1971, seconded the amendment which was supported by
Fr. Morrin P.P. and Mr. P. J. Doyle (founder member Naas G.A.A.). The
resolution of confidence in Mr. Parnell was carried by 12 votes to 9.
The club had now been in existence for two and half years. Because of
their nationalistic outlook and I.R.B. involvement they seemed to court
controversy particularly with the Town Commissioners and the Catholic
Institute Club . But now the worst had befallen them. The Parnell affair had
caused a split among the members of the Dillons. Despite that, they reached
the quarter finals of the 1891 championship only to be defeated by Athy.
In the Parnellite split most of the Kildare clubs appeared to be Parnellites.
But after Parnellites James Leahy and J. L. Carew were well beaten in the
general election, a lot of non-affiliated clubs working outside the Parnellite
organisation sprang up in 1892 and 1893.
Naas were again beaten in the quarter-final of the championship in 1892.
This time by Milltown. But now four and a half years since its inception the
death knell sounded for the Naas G.A.A. (John Dillons). The final split
occurred in May 1892 over the presence of a Naas G.A.A. delegation at the
Whig Convention.
There was no county championships in 1893 or 1894. On 16th December
1894 a provisional committee of the County Board was set up consisting of
J. Langton (chairman), J. Archer, J. J. Murphy (hon. sec.), N. Hannigan,
T. Lonnery, J. Kelly. It was decided to write to a number of clubs to
organise a convention in January 1895 . One of the clubs written to was
Naas. The meeting took place and Naas men J. Hyland and J. Jennings
attended. A very successful championship was held, Naas were defeated in
the first round by Kilcock.
Naasdid not take part in the 1896 championship but the town had two
unaffiliated clubs, Naas Crom-a-Buas and Naas Sunbursts. These two along
with three other unaffiliated clubs, Brewel Independents, Celbridge Henry
Grattans and Inchaquire Rangers caused many headaches for the County
Board during 1896. At this time the county secretary J. J. Murphy warned
any affiliated club that they would be suspended if they played against any
of the unaffiliated clubs.
Naas did not enter a team in the 1897 championship and from 1898 to
1900 there was no county championship in Kildare. In 1901 moves were
made in Kildare to bring the G.A.A. back to life. But very little G.A.A.
news appeared in the local newspapers. However, a report of a game
between Young Dillons (Naas) and the Emmets (Caragh) played on October
13th appeared in the Kildare Observer. The match was played on a field
given by Mrs. P. Lawler of Halverstown. The Emmets won by 0-4 to 0-3.
Best for Naas were: Daly brothers, Patterson, Lewis, Farrell, Mullin, Boyne.
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1902
In 1902 although a football team was in existence in Naas, had played at
least one match in 1901, and trained regularly at Monread, there were no
officers and no club had been formed . An attempt was made in early
January but nothing happened. In early February only five clubs attended
a County Board meeting at which they decided to enter Kildare in the new
Leinster Cup competition provided the Leinster Councilor the Central
Council would defray any expenses incurred. The affiliation fee for the 1902
County Championship was set at 12s.
.
"The Dillons" become the new club in Naas
On the 16th March 1902 the Naas G.A.A. club was reformed. The
meeting was held in the Town Hall and many of the old Gaels were in
attendance. It was decided to name the club "The Dillons"; some of those
present were in favour of calling the club "The Shamrocks". Mr. Ml.
Gogarty, Town Clerk, was appointed to chair the meeting and Mr. D.
O'Farrell was appointed secretary to the meeting. The following officers
were appointed:
President: Mr. Ml. Gogarty
Captain: Mr. John Jennings
Hon. Sec.: Mr. D. O'Farrell
Committee: Messrs James Hyland, James King, Joseph Dowling,
James Gaul, T . Higgins, P. Moore.
Hon. Treasurer and representative on the County Committee: Mr.
James Dowling.
In contrast to the original founding, over seventy members handed in their
subscriptions.
The president urged the members to begin practice immediately if they
wanted to have any chance in the county championships. He said he was
in agreement with Dr. Foley (the Bishop) that members should give up
drinking when coming from a match, and the committee would make it
their business to see that temperance was observed. At a meeting of the
County Committee on April 12th "The Dillons" paid their entrance fee for
the county championship and were affiliated for the first time in seven years .
At the same county committee meeting it was decided unanimously on the
proposition of the chairman, Mr. Radley that:
(I) Whenever one club invites another to playa friendly match, that
the custom of showing hospitality by giving the invited team refreshment in the form of drink should be abolished and we earnestly appeal
to the heads of the various clubs in the county to do their utmost to
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discountenance such an odious custom, that in the past very often led
to evil consequences.
(2) That as some of the matches during the 1901 championship were
not carried out by the players in a manner befitting the G.A.A. We call
on all referees to act in strict accordance with the rules, and whenever
a player shows roughness or in any way violates the rules of the G .A.A.
that such a member should be instantly expelled from the field of play
to be dealt with afterwards by the County Committee.
Does this sound familiar?
Naas also had an unaffiliated Gaelic football team in existence in 1902
called the Irish Harpers. They were fixed to play a match against the
Lady town Wanderers on Sunday, April 23rd . There is no record as to
whether this match took place or not.
Naas ("The Dillons") drew Kilmoney in the first round of the championship which they lost. Some records show that Naas defeated Kilteel in the
first round of the championship but this was only a challenge match played
along with two first round championship games at Broadfield, Naas.
The Dillons played a return match with Kilteel and also a challenge match
against Ballymore (Old Brigade). Mr. Hyland captained the Dillons who
lost by 3 points to 1 point. Other names on the Naas team that day were
Murphy, Garry, Reilly , Perkins and Mooney.
Beginning of Hurling in Naas 1902

On the 16th July, the Naas Hurling Club was formed. No information
could be obtained as to the motivating force for the club's formation but
a newspaper report some years later mention W. J. Rankin, who became
chairman of the County Board in 1904 and 1905, as playing a big part. The
attendance included C. Hourihane N.T., P. Byrne, W. Coughlan, J. M.
Salmon, J. McCall, James Whelan, W. J. Rankin, J . Delaughrey, S.
Somers, Joseph O'Neill, P. Tighe, P. J. Dobbin, R. F. Hughes, Isaac Brennan. R. F. Hughes chaired the meeting and the following officials were
appointed: President, W. Staples U.D.C., Vice-President, R. F. Hughes;
Captain, W. Coughlan; Vice-Captain; J. Shiel, Hon . Sec., W. J. Rankin .
Committee Messrs. Delaughrey, McCall, Hourihane, O'Neill, Byrne, Dobbin . Those present discussed whether the newly formed club should be
identified with the Naas branch of the Gaelic League. However it was
decided that this matter be left over for the present. It was also decided to
affiliate to the G.A.A. and the hon. sec. was instructed to get estimates for
outfits.
A peculiar thing was the foundation date. It meant that the Naas G.A.A.
Club (founded 16/10/'87), its reforming under the name "The Dillons"
(founded 16/3/'02) and the Naas Hurling Club (founded 16/7/02) were all
formed on the 16th of the month. It was decided that the club colours would
be olive green and that a supply of real Tipperary "camans" would be
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obtained. Five days later on the 22nd July, Dr. Croke, Archbishop of
Cashel and Emly, died in his 78th year.
On Sunday 14th September the Naas Hurling Club held their first practice
session on the land of Charles McDonald at Jigginstown. Two teams were
selected by W. Coughlan and R. F. Hughes, but the keeping of the score
was unsatisfactory due to the absence of proper posts. On the following
Sunday in Jigginstown the new set of goal and point posts were erected, and
a trial game took place between W. Coughlan's and J. Sheil's team. The
result of the match was J. Shiel's team 5 goals 9 points and W. Coughlan's
5 goals and 8 points. The match report included the following interesting
piece: "Coughlan got a neat puck from a ground stroke by O'Farrell and
sent the ball over the posts and into the Kennels yard." This enables us to
pinpoint the place on the McDonald farm where the trial match took place.
Some other players involved in the trial were O'Neill, Garry, Grehan,
Dowling, Moynihan, Delaughrey, Rankin.
It seemed to be all hurling in the latter part of 1902 but the football team
was still active and played Old Kilcullen in the Ballymore tournament.
Another hurling trial match resulted in a win for Coughlan's team 6-6 (24
pts.) to Shiels team 4-5 (17 pts.). There were three very interesting points
in the match report: (1) Another mention of the Kennels - "the goalkeeper
at the Kennels end"; (2) "a brotherly tussle between the Marums" .
A relation, Eddie, was a great player and administrator with the football
club in the 1930s, 40s and 50s.
The Naas Hurling Club played its first game against St. Conleth's (Newbridge) on 16th November in Newbridge. Mr. Murphy refereed the game.
St. Conleth's won the match 3-6 to 1-3 after leading at half time by 3-4 to
nil. Rankin, Pillows, Lacy, Salmon, Grehan, and O'Neill played well for
Naas. The Naas team were very well entertained after the game.
At a meeting of the County Committee on 21st December the Naas
Hurling Club was formally affiliated to the Gaelic Athletic Association.

1903
Hurlers in action

At the Naas Hurling Club A.G.M. in 1903 the following officers and committee were appointed, Patron, Rev. D. Gorry C.c.; President, Wm.
Staples; Captain, Mr. W. Coughlan; Vice-Captain, Mr. J. Shiels; Committee, Messrs. J. O'Neill, P. Byrne, J. M. Salmon, J. Grehan, J. Whelan, D.
C. Hourihane, G. McCabe, E. Dowling, R. F. Hughes (Vice-President), D.
Deloughrey (Treasurer), W. J. Rankin (Hon. Sec.).
The return match with S1. Conleth's was played at Mr. C. McDonald's
land at Jigginstown. The Leinster Leader reported as follows:
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The play was fast throughout, but the homesters were obviously too
light for the Newbridge men, who scored almost as they pleased. However, Naas was not disgraced, and, whilst lacking combination, played
up with spirit and vigour, now and then giving a really good display.
Mr. Wm. Staples T.C.' who has manifested practical interest in the
welfare of the Naas club, started the game, and Mr. James Hyland
refereed. St. Conleth's (Newbridge) defeated Naas by 3-13 to 1-1. Both
teams had an enjoyable evening in the Town Hall after the game.
The Hurling Club and the Gaelic League

At a meeting of the Naas Hurling Club in July the hon. sec. Mr. W. J.
Rankin was congratulated on his election as chairman to the County Committee in place of Mr. Richard Brien, Clane, who had resigned.
Arrangements were made for the return match with Baltinglass at Dunlavin.
Mr. E. Dowling handed in notice of his intention to move that the resolution that the club have nothing to do with any other organisation be
rescinded, and that the club co-operate in some manner with the Gaelic
League. This matter was discussed at the club's next meeting. A resolution
was unanimously adopted that the hurling club join the Gaelic League on
conditions to be agreed on by a special committee, to meet a sub-committee
of the Gaelic League. The following were appointed on the special committee: R. F. Hughes, W. J. Rankin, J. M. Salmon, J. Grehan, W. Coughlan,
D. De Loughrey.
This sub-committee met the Gaelic League sub-committee which consisted of: Miss Mary O'Reilly, Messrs. Thomas Lacy, T. Foley, Joseph
O'Neill, E. Dowling, John Shiel, Secretary County Technical Committee.
The following terms were agreed to:
(1) That co-operation between the two bodies take place.
(2) No. 1 condition, that the Naas Hurling Club exist as a separate
body, elect their own officers, and make such arrangements as the
committee think necessary for any fixtures they may enter into
without consulting the members of the Gaelic League.
(3) That equal representation be given to the members of the Naas
Hurling Club on the committee of the Naas Gaelic League.
(4) That in the event of the scheme of co-operation taking place, the
members of the Naas Hurling Club pay the following subscriptions, 8d.per month to the League and 4d per months towards the
purposes of the club.
(5) That in all cases when funds are necessary for the purposes of
organising tournaments, matches etc., the members of the Gaelic
League to stand in with the members of the Naas Hurling Club,
irrespective of the fact that existing members of the latter are also
members of the Gaelic League.
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The proposals were accepted by the members of the Naas Hurling Club
along with a condition moved by Mr. Rankin which was: That a joint male
secretary be elected at the next annual meeting of the Gaelic League
Rejected
At a meeting of the Gaelic League three days later the proposals of the
Naas Hurling Club were rejected. It appeared that the last condition was the
problem .
Mr. E. Dowling, who was a member of both committees, said that equal
representation was only agreed provided the hurling club could guarantee
a certain number of members. Mr. Dowling also said that the condition
relating to joint secretaryship was throwing a slur on the secretary of the
Gaelic League. Mr. James Grehan pointed out that the Gaelic League had
inferred in the local press that the Naas Hurling Club had approached the
Gaelic League while in fact it was the opposite. He also said that the Gaelic
League should have pointed out to what condition they objected. The
hurling club were always willing to join the Gaelic League, as it was never
intended that two such organisations be separated.
In a letter to the Leinster Leader, Mary O'Reilly stated that the condition
of equal representation could not be accepted because the Naas Football
Club had approached the Gaelic League with a view to being admitted to
membership at a reduced subscription, and stated that they required no further concessions, being satisfied with the management of the branch as it
stood. She also said that a large number of members of the Naas Football
Club had already joined at 6s. per year and this reduced rate was also available to the Naas Hurling Club.
In the county hurling championship Clane defeated Naas in the first
round. Clane went on to win the championship beating Maynooth by 4-2
to 0-3 in the final refereed by W. J. Rankin.
The Irish Harpers (Naas)
At the Naas Football Club a .g.m . the following committee was
appointed: Mr. James Hyland (Chairman), Mr. D. Murphy (Captain), Mr.
C. (Lager) Higgins (Vice-Captain), Messrs. P. Moore, M. Carroll, J. Carroll , S. Garvey.
In the championship Naas defeated Kilcullen Bridge in the first round but
lost to Roseberry in the quarter-final. They reached the final of the Kilcullen
tournament by defeating Suncroft. In a friendly at Hollywood they
defeated the local side by 0-7 to 0-5.
There was an unaffiliated team in Naas in 1903 called the Irish Harpers.
They lost to Newbridge Rovers by 6-10 to 3-0 at the Moorefield ground. The
game got very rough in the last twenty minutes and resulted in a few bruised
noses . In the return game played in a field lent by Mrs. Lawler the Irish
Harpers won by to 2-18 to 1-1.
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1904
Naas Gaelic League Hurling Club
In 1904 a second hurling club was formed in the town. It was called the
Naas Gaelic League Hurling Club and it was formed at a meeting in the
Town Hall on Sunday 17th January. Mr. E. Dowling chaired the meeting
and amongst those present were Messrs. J. Shiel, D. Smith, J . Boyne, J.
Halligan, J. Turner, T . Kelly, J. O'Neill, W. Fanning, M. Casey, M. Carroll, T. Carroll, J . Mooney, J. Cantwell, J. Dunne, J. Flynn, P . Foley, T.
Byrne, J. Higgins, R. Furlong, M. Ennis, J. Farrell, P. Mangan, etc. The
following officers were elected: President, Mr. D. Smith; Vice-President,
Mr. M. Carroll; Hon. Sec., Mr. R. Masterson; Captain, Mr. E. Dowling;
Vice-Captain, Mr. P. Foley. Committee: J. Turner, J. Halligan, J. Boyne,
T. Kelly.
The captain of the new Gaelic League Hurling Club, Mr. E. Dowling,
resigned from the Naas Hurling Club at its next meeting. The committee,
which contained the following: Mr. R. F. Hughes (vice-president) in the
chair, Messrs. J. M. Salmon, P . Byrne, W. Coughlan (captain), James
Whelan, J. McCaul, James Grehan and W. J. Rankin (hon. sec .) accepted
the resignation. They also arranged a return match with Baltinglass in
Dunlavin and appointed a special committee to organise the annual smoking concert. This game was won by Naas by 1-6 to 1-0. Naas entertained
the Baltinglass team in Doran's Hotel after the game.
The Naas Gaelic League Hurling Club having accepted the draft rules put
forward by the secretary also accepted the tender of Mr. T. Murphy, Fair
Green, Naas, for the manufacture of the hurleys. They also held their first
practice in the Knocks ground on 31st January. The ground was leased by
Naas Football Club (The Dillons). Mr. P. Foley's team defeated Mr. E.
Dowling's team by 2 goals to 1 goal. The game was refereed by Mr. J.
Hyland.
"Smoking Concerts"
I came across many references to "Smokers" and smoking concerts and
was intrigued about the nature of the event. I was thrilled to find a detailed
account of the Naas Hurling Club smoking concert in the Leinster Leader.
It amounted to a "fag", a "jar" and a bit of crack. But I think the description is worth recounting for posterity:

The members of the Naas Hurling Club held a most successful smoking
concert in the Catholic Institute. Mr. R. F. Hughes, vice-president of
the club, presided over the party which numbered over 30 members and
guests . The entertainment was of a very lively and interesting character
and thoroughly enjoyed by everyone present. Several songs and recita36

tions were excellently rendered and the toasts were most enthusiastically honoured . One of the toasts proposed the health of Mr.
Charles McDonald who had always generously placed his field at the
disposal of the club. Coupled with the toast was the name of Terence
McDonald who suitably replied. There were many wishes for similar
reunions in the future.
Championship Fare

The Naas Hurling Club played KiIcock in the Clane tournament in a
rowdy affair which the Leinster Leader blamed on some members of the Kilcock team. The Naas Hurling Club defeated the Naas Gaelic League in the
first round of the championship at Clane. Mr. John Shiel was elected captain in place of Mr. W. Coughlan who had left Naas. Mr. T. McDonald was
elected vice-captain. In the second round Naas hurling team were leading
Clane by 1-3 to 0-5 when the match was abandoned at half time due to failing light. The match was refixed for Sunday 30th October but Clane didn't
turn up due to the death of a relative of a player. Naas were awarded a
walkover. But the Naas Hurling Club refused to take the walk-over and
agreed to a refixture. Before a large number of supporters Clane defeated
Naas by 3-11 to 3-4. Clane went on to retain the title they had won for the
first time in 1903. Clane went on to win 14 more senior hurling titles in a
row.
Naas defeated Moorefield after a replay in the first round of the senior
football championship. Kilmoney were the next victims as Naas with King,
Perkins and Foley in outstanding form won by 1-4 to 0-4. The Naas footbailers reached their second county final with a 4-3 to 2-2 victory over Kilcock in the semi-final. On 29th January 1905 Roseberry defeated Naas 0-14
to 0-3 at Clane in the county final. This was the first of seven in a row for
Roseberry.

1905-1907
1903 county team trained in Naas

The 1903 All-Ireland final between Kildare and Kerry was played in Cork
on 7th October 1905. This was the third replay and resulted in a win for
Kerry by 0-8 to 0-2. In preparation for the final the Kildare team trained
on Tuesdays and Thursdays, and Saturdays. Training on Tuesdays was at
the Knocks, Naas. It consisted of half an hour with the ball, then runs of
40, 60, 100, and 180 yards and a composite race (run 440 yards, walk 440
yards). A training fund was set up which brought the following letter from
James Dowling "The Swan", Naas to the Leinster Leader:
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Dear Sir,
In response to Mr. McKenna's letter which appeared in your issue
of last week, I have great pleasure in enclosing cheque for £1 in aid of
the fund for the practice of the Kildare football team for the coming
All-Ireland final. Hoping the fund will meet with the success it
deserves.
Other subscribers to the above fund were:
Mr. Thomas McCann, Harbour View, Naas
Mr. Pat Cunningham, Baker, Naas
Mr. William McCormack, Naas
Mr. Pat McGrath, Naas
Mr. Terence McDonald, Jigginstown, Naas
Mr. M. O'Hagan, Naas
Mr. E. Pitts, Naas
After the All-Ireland final an article in Sport about Kildare contained the
following passage about Naas man W. J. Rankin.
Mr. W. J. Rankin, Naas, chairman of the Kildare County Committee,
which position he has held for the past two years, though a young man,
is an old Gael, and certainly he has done his own part in forwarding
the objects of the Association. A few years ago he established the Naas
Hurling Club, and is at present hon. sec. of it. He is a first class man
over 100 yards, 220 yards and 440 yards. He has always cleared the
decks at the Naas sports.
The famous Joe Rafferty, from just outside Naas, represented the club
along with M. Mullen and Christy (Lager) Higgins on the 11th November
at the County Board meeting. Joe Rafferty, who had played with Clane
from 1895 to 1903 and with Roseberry in 1906 and 1907 and with Kilcock
afterwards, played with Naas in 1905.
In the senior football championship Naas defeated Moorefield in the first
round. The quarter final against Clane was played in Maynooth despite the
efforts of the Naas Co. Board delegates Joe Rafferty and Lager Higgins to
get the game changed to Naas. Clane won the game by 0-4 to 0-3. Naas
lodged an objection which was lost and Naas made their exit from the 1905
championship.
First Junior Football Championship

In 1906 Naas man W. J. Rankin was re-elected as county chairman for
the third year in succession at the County Convention in Naas. At the
meeting Fr. Ramsbottom put forward thirteen motions which were carried
unanimously. Some of the motions were very interesting. The introduction
of the junior championship was one of them. Seven clubs were classed as
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senior, viz. Roseberry, Clane, Maynooth, Naas, Celbridge, Kilcock and
Staples town and all other clubs classed as junior. Also introduced was
travelling expenses for teams: ten or under Irish miles nothing; over ten
Irish miles £1. Another proposed the setting up of a referees association.
The would furnish reports to the county secretary and each each would be
paid lOs. for every match he referees.

Naas G.A.A. and the Christian Brothers
The Naas club organised a football challenge between the Kildare champion football team (made up from the Clane and Roseberry teams) and the
Geraldines from Dublin. The purpose of the challenge was to raise funds
for the fitting up of the science room attached to the Christian Brothers
school, Naas. The Geraldines won the game by 10 points to 1 point. Before
the big game the Naas 2nds defeated the Geraldine 2nds by 1-7 to nil. The
Ballymore Brass Band played the teams onto the field as the old John Dillon
band had gone out of existence. The Christian Brothers entertained the
teams at their school in the evening.
Naas played no championship game in either football or hurling in 1906.
Hurling was similarly affected. The Naas club hosted the 1905 hurling final
between Clane and Maynooth in April 1906. Clane won easily by 4-14 to
1-4 in the first recorded hurling final at Naas. However the local hurling and
football sides were very active. The travelled to Newbridge to play Roseberry and St. Conleth's respectively. The footballers were defeated by 3-9
to 0-3 in the Monasterevin tournament. However the hurlers defeated St.
Conleth's by 6 points to 5 points in the Kildare tournament.
The 1906 senior football championship was played in 1907. Naas
defeated St. Conleth's in the quarter-final. On 3rd March 1907 Clane
defeated Naas by a point in the semi-final. A report in the Leinster Leader
refers to the break up of the Naas senior team after this game. Some of that
report was as follows:
Donohoe formerly with Naas (left half back) has been captured by
Roseberry. Clane have captured two of the late Naas club in the
persons of Higgins and Doran. Naas at one time played Clane to one
point and were unlucky to get beaten. After that defeat Naas went to
pieces with the result that the Naas players today are like the Jews scattered over every club.
The 1906 junior football championship was also played in 1907. Naas
defeated Maynooth in the first round by 1-5 to 0-4 in a replay. The first
game had been won by Maynooth but awarded to Naas after an objection.
The Naas team refused to take the game and agreed to a replay. Naas were
defeated in the next round .
After this the Naas club lapsed for the second time and they didn't reenter competition until 1913.
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