Munster Club Champions (3 in-a-row), Kerry County Champions (4 in-a-row),
County Club Champions (2 in-a-row), O’Donoghue Cup Champions (8 in-a-row)
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In order that the proceedings of the Convention may be carried out
without undue delay, the following Standing Orders will be submitted
for Adoption to the members at the opening of the Convention.
1. The Proposer of a Resolution or of an Amendment may speak for five
minutes, but not more than five minutes.
2. A member other than the Proposer of a Resolution or Amendment may
not exceed three minutes.
3. The Proposer of a Resolution or of an Amendment may speak a second
time for three minutes before a vote is taken, but no other Member may
speak a second time on the same Resolution or Amendment.
4. The Chairman may, at any time he considers a matter has been sufficiently
discussed call on the Proposer (after which a vote must be taken).
5. Standing Orders shall not be suspended for the purpose
of considering any matter not on the Agenda.
6. That the Business of the A.G.M. be conducted between 7.30 p.m. to 10.00 p.m.
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SECRETARY’S REPORT
Bliain iontach arís agus níl an scéal thart
fós. Is mór na h-onóir a tháinig i dtreo
Cumman na Chrócaigh trí 2013. Tá alán
obair déanta ag alán daoine agud táimíd an
buíocht díobh. Ar dhroim an obair sin, tá
ár gCumman ag éirigh níos láidreacht i
gcónaí, san peil, iománaíocht, peil na
mban, Scór agus gach aon bothair atá na
Chrócaigh ag dul. Is é meithil na
Chrócaigh, ag obair le chéile agus ag obair
dá chéile, an rud is tábhatach chun ár áit ar
barr a choimeád. Seo dhíobh tuarascáil ar
imeachtaí na Chrócaigh trí 2013.
I hope members have enjoyed the past
twelve eventful months in the life of Dr
Crokes because they don’t come much
better. The Club progresses on all fronts,
from our Acadamies, through juveniles,
senior ladies and men; across football,
hurling, Scór, IT, events, developments,
finance and a lot more. Yes, we can do
better; we can achieve more; we can win
more – but let us, for a short while, in this
interlude between seasons, reflect with
some pride and joy on what has been
done; what has been achieved; what has
been won. We are in a golden era. We
have fantastic players at all levels in the
different codes. We have some tremendous people in our Club, who put in
Trojan work, to ensure that we maintain
high standards in all we do. We have
terrific minds within our Club, who are
always thinking ahead to the next level
- how can we improve? how can we
maintain our standing in the GAA
community?
The following is but a synopsis of the
outcomes of all that hard work during
2013.
Senior Team
Eighth O’Donoghue Cup in a row, second
County Club Championship in a row,
fourth County Championship in a row,
third Munster Championship in a row. All
that and more in one year and, as I said
previously, “níl an scéal thart fós”. Most
clubs would be satisfied with that tally in
a lifetime, let alone just one year and here
we are, still unsated, still looking for
more.
All this does not just happen, even with
the talented bunch of lads we have,

without a lot of hard work, dedication and
personal sacrifice. While it is grand to
play football on a fine summer’s evening,
it is a different story to be out on a cold
miserable night with the rain, hail and
snow beating down on you, as you
train on a heavy sod. Our senior team,
management and backroom team deserve
our best support along with our admiration
and gratitude. We are all looking forward
to the journey you bring us along in 2014.

forefront in our Juvenile football. 2013
was no exception. Again, this is the fruit of
a lot of dedicated service from many
mentors. We brought home silverware at
every age group. It is most satisfying that
it wasn’t just the “A” teams that were
winning the laurels. Our “B” teams were
very successful also, as evidenced by our
U14B and U16B teams winning their
County Leagues. Our young pool of talent
truly runs deep.

Junior Team
Another great performance came from our
Junior team in 2013. Unbeaten in all
competitions can not be improved upon what a record and what a reputation to
build.

You will see in all our juvenile reports that
the emphasis is always on developing our
youth and ensuring that they are learning
the skills of football rather than just
winning. Mentors are also conscious of
the social aspect and that Dr Crokes is
a conduit through which our young
members make life-long friends, learn to
interact, learn to win and lose with the
same dignity and pride that reflects their
membership of an exclusive Club Dr. Crokes. If we get this right at
underage - and we do - we need not worry
about getting results. They will follow on.
Any mentor or player, who faces despair,
when results are not coming your way,
should take inspiration from Colm
Cooper. It is hard to believe, but it is a fact
that Colm won nothing at underage. But
he came through the Crokes coaching
process and learned his trade the right way
- a way that continues today - and look at
what he has achieved and won. Only one
left - “the only medal I haven’t got” ….
yet!!!

It is also fantastic to see our younger
players being blooded through the Junior
team and progressing on to the Senior
panel and eventually getting their start in
Senior football. There is now a realisation
that the Crokes Junior team is not just a
social outlet. It is a breeding ground for
Senior team players.
Under 21
It was a relatively quiet year for our under
21 team. But this is an important age
group to keep motivated and involved in
football. However, this is a difficult task,
with the opportunities to play and work
abroad during the summer for our students
drawing on our under 21 resources. But
still a worthwhile year of football for this
group.
Minor
Two pieces of silverware out of four is a
good return by any standard. Taking the
double out of East Kerry for the second
year running is a terrific achievement.
County titles will surely come our way at
this age group soon.
Winning and losing at this age, builds
character and develops players beyond the
confines of the game of football. We see
the makings of the next generation of
leaders emerging from our Minor players,
which is also a vital aspect of the Club’s
development.
Juvenile
Year after year, Dr Crokes are to the
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Dr Crokes continues to invest heavily in
our underage structure and rightly so. The
payback will be reaped in the years ahead.
Hurling
Hurling continues to go from strength
to strength. It is heartening to see the
underage structure continue to bring
players through to play on our senior
team. The seniors just failed at the last
hurdle in qualifying to represent Kerry in
the Munster Club Championship. The
minor players have an outlet for playing
with the South Kerry team and three
Crokes’ players went on to play with the
Kerry and win All Ireland medals.
Underage hurling is also very strong
with every team reaching at least semifinal stage of County or South Kerry

competition, which is a fantastic
achievement. Many went through to win
their respective finals. Again, Dr Crokes
have players on all Kerry underage
squads, which shows that we have
developed young hurlers to compete with
the best in Kerry.
The only note of caution on the hurling
front appears to be the relatively low
numbers attending the Saturday Morning
Academy. However, on a positive point, a
number of former hurlers and young
hurlers, who have come through the
underage structure, now assist with
coaching.
Ladies
The ladies football is also progressing
very well. This is, no doubt, the result of
the increased number of mentors who
volunteer their time, energy and expertise
to the ladies cause, which is in stark
contrast to the situation a few years ago,
when the ladies side relied on one or two
people.
Our underage girls did the Club proud and
brought home some silverware in the
process. A highlight in all the ladies’
reports is the enthusiasm with which our
girls approached training and the efforts
they put in to improve their skills. This
effort has paid off handsomely. Dr Crokes
ladies are up with the best in the county
and this is proven by the representation we
have wearing the green and gold.
Scór
Scór is a side of our Club activity that
could do with better support from
members. But for the valiant work of our
Scór Officer, Geraldine Lyne, this aspect
of the Club would have ceased. Geraldine
steps down this year and must be
congratulated for all her hard work for
Scór.
Scór is an area of our Club, where
members, young and old, can derive a lot
of enjoyment. Having been involved
myself, I can vouch for that. I would
encourage more members to take the
plunge and try it out. There is a lot of
scope for budding actors, musicians,
singers, reciters, etc. to express their more
creative side.
IT
IT is another vital part of the Club that has
developed tremendously over a long
number of years. We now have facebook,
twitter, website, live streaming of games
and much more, enabled through our IT
infrastructure. We have increased our
facebook and twitter presence in multiples
during 2013, which is a tremendous
achievement.
To continue this
progression, the Club needs more people
to get involved. Our social media
platform is a vital area to maintain. It is
particularly important for our members
living away from Killarney.
Events
Our Events Committee is like the Mammy
in many a family - and guess what? a lot of

them are!!!. All those jobs that just get
done by magic, that no one thinks of
doing, that are really no bother in any
event… that is until they are left undone that’s our Events Committee. The cups of
tea that miraculously appear at the counter
with a biscuit or two; the sandwiches,
where the bread leaps out of its packaging
and grabs a piece of ham on its way to a
plate; the ware that washes, dries and
stores itself; the decorations that apply
themselves to the walls, windows and
ceiling of the hall for the kids Halloween
and Christmas parties; the same
decorations finding their way back to their
storage press; and much, much more.
These are the things that are done by
magic. But then there are the bits that
require a bit of work like the shop, the
Patrick’s Day Parade, the Annual Social,
etc., etc. Pure Magic!!!!
Development
Our grounds continue to improve and
impress those who visit Dr Crokes. The
new shed, footpath behind the town side
of the pitch and lights in the training area
are very welcome developments in 2013.
And well done to the Clear Air Boys for
providing significant funding towards the
shed - we need a better name for such a
construction - “Áras Diarmuid”, perhaps.
However, the miracle of Lewis Road is the
tremendous condition of our pitches.
There are few in the country that can
compare - at any time of the year.
A.S.A.P.
The profile of our use or misuse of alcohol
and other substances and the whole arena
of player health and well-being has been
brought into focus in recent years, and
rightly so. All information to assist and
improve the welfare our membership is
always welcome.
For me, one of
highlights during 2013 in Dr. Crokes was
the talk given to us by Dr. Tony
Humphries. It was a most interesting and
thought-provoking discussion and an
opportunity missed for those who did not
attend.
Congratulations
Congratulations to everyone who relished
the sweet taste of success for the Black
and Amber cause during 2013. Well done
to those who represented the Club playing
for Kerry. It always makes a game more
interesting, when one of our own is
involved. Eoin Brosnan has served Kerry
tremendously over the years and while we
were always proud of him in the Green
and Gold, it is nice to have him all to
ourselves now. Congratulations to
members who passed significant ages, got
engaged, married, were blessed with
newborns and other big occasions.
Condolences to those members who were
bereaved or who suffered any loss in 2013.
Thanks
After a year in the Secretary’s post, I wish
to thank my colleague Officers for all their
help throughout the year, particularly our
Chairman, Ger, who trained me in and
provided guidance, when required. Thanks
also to all the members, who helped
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throughout the year.
Finally - HELP US BE BETTER
A great year behind us and hopefully a
better one ahead. At the beginning of my
report, I suggested that in this interlude
between seasons, we reflect with some
pride and joy on what has been done; what
has been achieved; what has been won.
That done, let us look at how we can be
even better. I would like to suggest two
areas where Dr. Crokes might improve.
The first is how we support our players on
the field (please also see ASAP report). In
my sojourn around the perimeter of
pitches, taking a few photo’s, I can hear
various versions of support coming down
from the “hill”. Some of the calls could
hardly be called “support” - and this is
coming from our own “supporters”. I
would like to suggest that whether it is an
under 11 player or a senior player, no one
goes out to play badly. So, hurling abuse
at someone, who is not having their best
game will not help…. honestly. And we
the supporters are there to support, to help,
to enable. I sometimes think that these
“supporters” don’t realize what they are
actually saying. So, suggestion one is that
we support our boys and girls in a positive
way at all times. And, if on occasion, one
of us slips out of positive mode, let those
nearest us remind us gently that we need
to be more positive.
My second suggestion is about
volunteerism. The GAA is built on the
foundations of the volunteer. Dr. Crokes
are very fortunate in the number of
volunteers we have working for the
betterment of the Black and Amber. A
quick perusal of the reports in this booklet
will give evidence to that. But this
booklet also gives evidence to the vast
amount of work that goes into the running
of Dr. Crokes, year in, year out; week in,
week out; day in, day out. We still have a
number of people, who take on huge
volumes of work on behalf of us all. Some
may say “well no one asked me to help”.
But that is another job for someone
to approach people to help out. So
suggestion number two is that, where
possible, members approach Club Officers
with offers to assist, rather than waiting to
be approached. There are many areas
to get involved - contacting players,
arranging transport to games, writing
reports on games or even providing match
results, help keep the grounds and
buildings tidy, sell lotto tickets,
stewarding at games, stewarding at the
Killarney Races, help at Easter and
Summer Camps, update our facebook or
website, and a lot more. And let us not be
too precious about any job we do and
welcome assistance from any source.
That’s my rant for the year done. Now, let
us look forward to a great 2014.
Mar a duirt mé riamh - “NÍL AN SCÉAL
THART FÓS”.
Maitiú Ó Néil

SENIOR TEAM FOOTBALL REPORT
It was a disappointing start to the year when a better Ballymun team defeated us in Thurles in the All Ireland semi final. The following
couple of weeks were very difficult in trying to assess what went wrong and why we had fallen at the same hurdle and what we needed to
change in order to get back to the same stage again. Having assessed things and one area that we identified was that we needed to improve
our strength and conditioning. Having met with the football development committee who have been very supportive, we sought support in
this area, trying to identify who could make an impact in this area. We did not expect that it would lead us to probably the best in the
business when they secured the services of Pat Flanagan to come in our quest to become county champions for the 4th time. While this
was a huge boost, it needed the players to buy in to it and to their credit as expected they did so with great enthusiasm. While this bunch
of players have achieved an incredible amount of success they continue to strive for excellence and we as supporters need to reassure them
of our continued support by encouragement and positivity towards them. We are probably experiencing the greatest period in the clubs
history and we should all be enjoying this and not be taking titles for granted.
East Kerry League
The first competition after the All Ireland semi final was the East Kerry Superleague and we played 3 games in this and maintained our
division 1 status.
County League
We played 11 games in the league winning 7 and losing 4. While on paper this may look as an adequate performance, it was the county
league that gave us the impetus for what we achieved later in the year in that we had only our county players for 2 of the games. The other
lads really performed admirably and we were seeing the benefit of the strength and conditioning along with the progress that panel players
were making and who had decided that they were not just being content with being subs and wanted
starting places on the team. Indeed
with a bit of luck we could have ended up in the final as we lost 3 of our games by one point, with the only comprehensive defeat coming
at the hands of Kilcummin where our focus had been switching to hard training for the championship. We also won the 2012 county league
in April when we doubled up the 2013 fixture with Dingle.
Club Championship
This was a competition that we wanted to win and first up was a home game against Kerins O’ Rahillys which we won by 7 points while
next up was home to Stacks which we also won comfortably. The semi final was against Rathmore which wasn’t played until late
September and was the ideal preparation for the county championship game against the same opposition. We comfortably disposed of them
which set us up with a final appearance against our neighbours the Legion a week before the county final, where we comprehensively beat
them by 16 points.
County Championship
We started our quest for an unprecedented 4 in a row with a local derby
game against Legion. This draw really focused the minds of the lads and
it wasn’t hard to motivate them. They gave a scintillating performance
and showed the whole county that they were not going to relinquish the
title easily, winning eventually by 16 points. Jamie Doolan had a great
game before he headed to the US for the Summer scoring 1-5 from play
with Kieran O’Leary getting the other goal.

Round 1:
Round 3:
Quarter Final:
Semi Final:
Final:

Dr Crokes
Dr Crokes
Dr Crokes
Dr Crokes
Dr Crokes

2-18
3-13
3-16
0-14
4-16

Legion
East Kerry
Rathmore
K. O’Rahillys
Austin Stacks

0-7
1-15
0-9
0-4
0-12

Next up was another local derby against East Kerry who once again gave us our hardest test. We led at half time by 7 points with Kieran
O’Leary and Brian Looney getting the goals and at one stage in the second half we led by 10 points with Colm adding a penalty before a
late rally by East Kerry reduced the gap to 3 before we got a last minute point to win by 4. That was it then until after Kerry exited the
championship which happened late August. One must mention the performance by Colm in that memorable game against Dublin.
The quarter final draw saw us pitched against Rathmore which was played a week after the club semi final against the same opposition.
After defeating them comprehensively in the club championship we were even better in this outclassing them to win by 16 points, with
Daithí, Alan and Ambrose getting the goals.
Next up saw us pitched against Kerins O Rahillys in Tralee, and with underfoot conditions difficult and the opposition playing a defensive
system, we found it difficult to get scores. While we were putting up big scores throughout the campaign our defence was also contributing
handsomely with Kieran Ward emerging to nail down a starting place and the evergreen Shane Myers along with Payno and Fionn very
much to the forefront. The fact that O’ Rahillys managed just 4 points had a lot to do with the defence and also Melon who saved a penalty
along with making another save at a vital stage. We eventually got to grips with the system and ran out 10 point victors.
The final pitched us against Austin Stacks who had also come through to the final quite easily, in what was pitched as the battle of the
Black & Amber. To win a county final you usually need 11 of your players playing to form, but in this game we got the whole lot. It was a
magnificent team performance from 1 to 15 and each of the subs also contributed when introduced. Our training programme had been
geared to peak at this time and it was great that this happened on the day that you want it most to. To win a county final by 16 points is an
incredible achievement and was the first part of a historic treble that the lads were to achieve.
The goalscorers on the day were Colm, Kieran, Daithí and Chris Brady. It had been an incredible defence of the county championship with
our average winning score being 13 points. We had set out at the start to concentrate on our own performance and to keep playing for 60
minutes, which we can look back on and say this we achieved.
Munster Club Championship
We got a week off after the county final and prepared for the visit of Castlehaven, a repeat of last year’s Munster final. The day itself was
wet and again the Haven set up a defensive stall which meant that we had to be patient and at half time the game was very much in the
melting pot. The turning point came when substitute Gavin O’Shea put a hand to a speculative Daithí kick to finish to the net with 10
minutes left. And helped us see out a 6 point victory.
Next up we got another home draw against Tipperary Champions, Loughmore Castlehiney and though the scoreline suggests it was an easy
win for us they troubled us a lot in the first 20 minutes when they ran at us from deep, scoring one goal and unlucky not to get at least one
more. We steadied the ship midway through the half and led at half time on a scoreline of 1-7 to 1-3 with Colm getting the goal. We piled
on the pressure in the second half eventually ran out convincing winners with Brian and Kieran adding further goals.
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So onwards to the Munster final and a date with Clare champions Cratloe on the 1st of December in Limerick. We got off to a flying start
and led by eight points after 25 minutes with Colm getting 4 from play and Johnny and Ambrose dominant at midfield, and many thought
that it was going to be another comfortable win.
They hadn’t factored in that Cratloe had in their ranks 2 All Star hurlers and 5 of the Clare team that won the All Ireland hurling and who
could also play football. With Podge Collins starting to influence the game from the forty and Ian McEnerney kicking some great scores
they clawed back this deficit and levelled the game with 5 minutes left. Further drama followed with Colm getting a second yellow and
we were down to 14, and from the following play Cratloe took the lead. So 4 minutes to go, Crokes down to 14, Colm sent off, was this
the end of the road? Not so, the lads showed great character and belief and with 17 year old Micheál Burns now to the fore, we levelled
following a foul on him and sent over by Daithí. Into injury time and Johnny Buckley gets a ball in defence and the ball is played by 8
different players before Johnny gets on the end of the move and curls the ball over the bar from 30 yards to complete a historic 3 in a row,
being the first team in the club’s history to do so and only the second club in Munster to do so.
O’Donoghue Cup
We started our defence of the O’Donoghue Cup with an away fixture to Gneeveguilla on the 9th of November and won convincingly with
Johnny Buckley at full forward causing havoc and scoring 2-4. The competition gave us a chance to play some more of the squad players
who acquitted themselves very well. Next up was Currow in the semi final and again we ran out comfortable winners with David O’Leary
particularly standing out, so on to the final which pitched us against our local rivals for the fifth time this year, and while they did acquit
themselves better this time and got a goal early on to put them ahead, we stepped up a gear in the second half and eventually won on a
scoreline of 1-18 to 1-8 with Daithí getting the goal following another trademark 60 metre run. This completed the third piece of history
that the team achieved, being the first team in the club’s history to win 8 O’Donoghue Cups in a row and Colm and Eoin created history on
winning 11 O’Donoghue Cup medals beating Jackie Looney and Con Clifford’s record of 10. Ambrose joined these winning his tenth on
the day.
Overall Summary
Looking back it has been a brilliant year for the team itself. What is particularly satisfying is that we played 15 championship games since
April and won every one of them meaning the team is unbeaten in Kerry and Munster for two years winning 30 games in total. The players
have showed fantastic commitment and have received their due rewards to this point. However new challenges appear in the new year and
we and the players know that they are going to have to work even harder if they are to achieve what they all ultimately want which is
bringing back the Andy Merrigan on the 17th of March. Our focus from here is the 15th of February and preparations for this have commenced since Christmas.
We sincerely hope that the club and our supporters get behind the team and give them every bit of support as this is going to be a very
difficult test and we will require every person pulling for us. We would also like to thank the following who have helped us enormously
throughout the year:- Matthew Courtney, Niall O Callaghan, Cian O’ Neill, Jana Lalikova and the other physios that we have used during
the year including Ruth Allen and Harry O’Neill. We would also particularly like to thank Ger Keane and Colm Fuller who treated quite an
amount of the lads free of charge and who we found a great sense of advice in diagnosing and helping players to get through 60 minutes of
football particularly in the heavy schedule where we were playing from week to week. We would like to thank Der, Larry and Timmy for
ensuring that the pitches were always in top condition for games and training throughout the year.
We would also acknowledge Ann Byrnes and her team for the refreshments after training something which is very much appreciated
particularly for those who travel down from college and have to get back that night. We would like to thank John C O’Shea for the
continued amount of hours he spends preparing dvd work for the team. We have found this very useful in analyzing other teams and also
analyzing our own mistakes which we try to rectify from game to game. Lastly a word of thanks to Mike Buckley, Matt O’Neill and Ger
O’Shea for their help while we particularly want to thank our families and others who continue to give words of encouragement and
support.
Vincent Casey, Noel O’Leary & Malachy Walsh

Senior County Champions
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JUNIOR FOOTBALL REPORT
I guess the facts speak for themselves… Played in four competitions and won four finishing the year unbeaten in all competitions.
No mean achievement..!
The players committed fully for the year and while the team personnell changed from competition to competition the standard of
play remained the same. We played at a very high level all year, which is no surprise as many of our players were and are senior
standard players.
Junior football has played an important role in our club over the last 20 or so years. Mixing young and up and coming stars with
experienced players gives a perfect balance for team success. The junior team has always acted as a stepping stone for future stars
while also rejuvenating senior players.
As usual the year began with the East Kerry League. By topping Division 1 we progressed to play a very strong Glenflesk team in
the final. With a tremendous performance, we were always in control winning comfortably in the end.
The County Junior League was next, with wins against Austin Stacks, Dingle, John Mitchells, Kilcummin, Rathmore and Kerins O
Rahillys we progressed to play Austin Stacks at home on a scorching hot Friday night in Lewis Rd. With the game nip and tuck up
to the three quarter stage, we finished the game stronger to run out winners.
The Moylneaux Cup (B County Championship) is a very important competition for the club. After wins over Laune Rangers and
Rathmore in the early rounds we qualified to play Kilcummin in the final. Missing a number of key players and playing in an
unlined back pitch in Spa was not ideal conditions, but like junior teams all year the players stood manfully to the task at hand and
won comfortably in the end.
The final competition was the
O’Sullivan Cup. After a comprehensive
semi-final win over town rivals Legion
it was Glenflesk again in the final.
Without ever reaching the heights of
other games we eventually ground out
the win.
Great credit is due to all players.
Playing for our club is always a special
feeling and the players wore the black
and amber jerseys with pride all year.
Moss Harmon, Tadhgie Fleming,
Pat O Shea, Eddie O Sullivan and
Ruairí Mangan

Junior County Champions

U-21 FOOTBALL REPORT
The year kicked off with a good win against Spa in the Quarter Final of the East Kerry Championship played in Lewis Road. Goals
by Cian O’Neill and Gavin O’Shea gave us a half time lead of 2–7 to 1-6. After a lightning first half, and with additional support
from Chris Brady, Darragh Stack and Brendan Falvey we ran out winners by 2–10 to 1-7 in the end. The semi final on February
23rd in Rathmore against a strong Kilcummin team proved too much of a hurdle however. Despite heroic work by Mark Egan,
Senan Lavery and Jason Lyne in defence, we were eventually beaten 1–12 to 1–6.
Next up was the Under 21 county championship preliminary round when we played Dingle on June 22nd in Lewis Road. This was
a cracking match with all that is good in Under 21 football on exhibit. We defended tremendously in the first half limiting Dingle to
1 point by the 29th minute and scoring 1–5 ourselves. But the concession of a soft goal on the stroke of half time left us 4 points up
at the break, Mark Egan scoring our goal. We played very well in the second half, but again conceded two soft goals leaving us
trailing by 2 points with time running out. A Cian O Neill free and Mark Egan point levelled the match at 3- 3 to 1 – 9 requiring
extra time to decide the victors. Unfortunately, Dingle got a fourth goal in added time to run out winners 4 – 6 to 1 – 12, denying
our lads a win they probably deserved on the night.
The final competition of the year was the Club Championship in which we were pitted against Kerins O’Rahillys on their home
patch in Tralee. We had a very young team on duty on the night what with players in the U.S for the Summer, Cian and Chris
Lawlor doing exams and the older players not available. We played very well in the first half trailing 7 points to 4 at half time. But
in going for an all out attack in the second half, we got caught on the break and three goals from the Rahillys settled the game in
their favour. Final result was 3–10 to 0-9. Highlights of the night were a sterling performance by Jason O Sullivan at midfield and
Tony Brosnan in attack.
No silverware to show for our efforts, but a lot of experience gained with some lovely football on display throughout all our games.
Thanks to Denis Corridan in the earlier part of the season for some great training sessions, and to Martin Byrnes, Harry O Neill,
Liam Hartnett and Noel Parker for all their help with the lads as the year progressed.
Mike Buckley.
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MINOR FOOTBALL REPORT
Our minor football year began in January. Gym, field training and challenge games occupied our minds for the first 6 weeks. With
turn out at training going well we looked forward with confidence to the year ahead.
The County League was our first competition and started in late February. This is still the best run minor competition of the year as
games are weekly and the standard is quite even. We began with wins against An Gaelteacht and Kerins O Rahillys before losing to
Austin Stacks away. Two hard fought away wins against Dingle and John Mitchells guaranteed our passage to the semi-final. After
turning in a wonderful team performance we eventually lost to An Gealteacht at home by the narrowest of margins. The team had
progressed very well right through the competition.
There was a break for a few weeks while the exams were on and then it was on to the County Championship. After facile wins
against Kilcummin/Rathmore and Kenmare District in round one and two it was a Quarter final tie that was to define our season.
The game played in Ardfert had everything a championship game should have, long range points, great defending, goals, comebacks
and a few red cards. Looking seemingly dead and buried on a few occasions this group of players refused to die and playing typical
Crokes football they showed resilience beyond their years to win a titanic battle. A night not to forget for those lucky enough to have
witnessed it. Unfortunately playing without one of our leaders we succumbed to eventually champions East Kerry in the County
Semi Final.
Next up is was the East Kerry League where we progressed to the final to meet Legion. After playing some sparkling football
throughout we ran out easy and deserving winners. The East Kerry Championship started quickly after and this time we met Spa in
the final. After a great start we allowed Spa back into the game but we again showed great skill and determination to pull away midway through the second half to secure the cup and make it a back to back East Kerry double for this age group.
So after another eventful year where huge progress was made, new leaders and stars have emerged. Winning two competitions was
a great achievement and great credit should go to the players who worked so hard all year. With this group of players, the future
looks bright.
Brian McMahon, Edmund O Sullivan, Jim Connelly, Pat O Shea.

U-16 FOOTBALL REPORT
Our U16 team had a very productive year. This team is a very talented bunch of footballers, who will reap their full reward in the
future. They were willing to learn about the game and take more responsibility on the field, so they can realise their full potential
as a team to improve as footballers. This was evident at times with fantastic performances throughout the year.
It was a very busy season for all players and mentors. There was a fantastic effort made by all. The commitment to training was
evident from the very first session on core/flexibility, which began in January, to our last game in November. There was a total of
65 core/training and 30 competitive games played. We competed in East Kerry League and Championship, County League and
Championship and challenge games. We had two teams competing in both East Kerry and County League. Also our U15s played
in three competitions.
East Kerry League began in late February, with a fantastic win V Legion and Kenmare, which set the level of football we were to
maintain or better. We played a strong Spa team in the final in Spa. It was only two weeks earlier Spa beat us convincingly in the
league. So this team had to show remarkable desire to win this game, which was so evident in the football they performed, the
quickness and movement and leadership qualities from all the players to win this final. Up came the championship, when we met
Firies in the semifinal and we continued our winning ways in this match. We met Spa in the final at Fitzgerald Stadium. On the
night Spa got the better of us in the 2nd half only after a great 1st half by our boys. There was nothing between these two teams.
The County League began in July with high expectations of doing well with our first team. We played teams like Austin Stacks,
Kerins O’Rahilly’s, Spa and Ballydonoghue. The only highlight of this competition was the fantastic performance in winning
against the league winners Ballydonoghue. We could and should have done a lot better here in this competition.
Great credit must go to our second team, who did really well with some fantastic performances in the East Kerry league, but just
failed to contest the final. Next up was County League and they performed really well. They didn't lose a game in this league. So
they met St. Michaels/Foilmore in the final at Glenbeigh. This bunch consisted mostly 15 year old and it was a great credit to them
to win a County Final. Well done to everyone concerned.
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Under 16 East Kerry Champions

Finally we had our u15's. They had 3 competitions. They played a Munster blitz in Fossa, which they narrowly missed out. They
played the County blitz in September over two weekends. They contested the final against Ballydonoghue. It was a fantastic win by
them to win this County title. Finally was the East Kerry U15 championship. They finished off the year playing Legion and Spa and
in the semifinal we beat Firies. It was very evident in these games that we were at a different level to these teams. We played great
football in all three games. So we met Gneeveguilla in the final at Fitzgerald Stadium and again this team performed really well for
fifty minutes, only for Gneeveguilla to get late goals to snatch it in the end.
While the development and improvement is still continuing, we have players with Kerry Development Squads at U15 and U16,
which won Munster titles. Also we had players with East Kerry that performed very well in the County Championship. We had over
10 players involved and all performed really well to reach a county final.
On a final note from myself and the management
team, I wish to thank this talented bunch of players
for their dedication and pride in wearing the Black
and Amber. They were a joy to work with. A big
thank you to all parents of these boys for their support, the supporters who cheered them on and to the
Officers of the Club for their help and support.
A special word of thanks to my fellow mentors
Seanie Shea, Seamie Doherty, Ed Stack and Joe Maye
also to Jimmy Copinger and Frank Shaw in their help
with the second team. Thanks the fantastic work that
was put into this team that will benefit them in the
future. Well done to all.
Tommy Brosnan

U16 B County Champions

U-14 FOOTBALL REPORT
A great year for U14. We won the East Kerry league beating a Firies team along the way that had beaten us consistently over the last
4 years years. We were to beat them comprehensively twice over the course of the year which was a great credit to our progress. We
reached the penultimate stages of all competitions and there were superb performances by all of the panel throughout the year. On
behalf of the management we would like to thank all of the players for their effort and commitment and wish them all the best in the
future.
Heartfelt best wishes and thanks
Colum Griffin, Kevin Smith and Mike Donoghue

U-13 FOOTBALL REPORT
The Under 13 team entered the Under 14 Division 10 County League, where they met B teams from Austin Stacks, Spa, Listowel
Emmets and Firies. They put in great performances to be crowned County Champions - unbeaten.
Next up was the U14 East Kerry League and Dr Crokes were the only club to enter a B team. In Division 3, we met teams from
Kilgarvan, Gneeveguilla, Keel/Listry, Currow and Templnoe/Tousist. The year difference in age and greater physical presence of the
older opposition proved difficult at the beginning. However, these lads adjusted their game and ran out victors in the final two games.
It proved a tough, but valuable, competition to participate in.
We then competed in the U13 County League, meeting Churchill, Laune Ranger, Austin Stacks, Legion and Listowel Emmets. This
proved to be a very competitive league. Missing some players during the summer, we did not perform up to expectation in this
competition.
East Kerry held an U14B Championship, in which we reached the final, beating Spa along the way. We met a physical Currow team,
who were mostly at the U14 age and on a very wet evening in Firies, their physicality won out. The lads were disappointed not to
have taken the laurels, as they played by far the better football on the day.
We participated in a number of Under 13 tournaments. We travelled to Dunmanway and competed successfully there, beating Nemo
Rangers along the way. The home team knocked us out at the semi-final stage by a narrow margin. But, with some players missing,
the team was happy with our outing to Dunmanway.
We visited Tralee twice. First we took part in the Rose Cup and lost the first game in our group of four. We won our following two
games. However, three clubs ended on two wins and with two teams to qualify for the semi-finals, we lost out to score difference.
The eventual winners came from our group and the Crokes’ lads were the only team to beat them. The next visit to Tralee was to the
Austin Stacks Tournament. We again reached the semi-final stage, but were beaten by Clare side, Corrafin.
Finally, and best of all was our own Colm Cooper Invitation. This tournament goes from strength to strength and will be much sought
after tournament for clubs around the country. We won two of our group games to reach the semi-final against Skerries Harps.
Thanks to all the parents for their support and encouragement throughout the year and for all the lifts. For all the games we played in
2013, we used buses only twice, once to Dunmanway and once for an all-day tournament in Tralee. Thanks.
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PANEL: John Joseph Buckley, Colm Cagney, Jason Cahillane, Mark Cooper, Roan Delaney, Mark Donnellan, Lee Downing, Josh
Fleming, Jonathon Greene, Fionnbharr Hickey, Liam Kelliher, Michael Lenihan, Shane Looney, Ruadhán Mac Curtain, Seán Magann,
Frank McGuire, Jonathon Mee, Fergal Murphy, Gary O’Connnor, Oisín O’Connor, Tristan O’Donoghue, Fionn O’Hare Doherty,
Lorcan O’Hare Wyatt, David O’Mahoney, Seán O’Neill, Seán O’Shea, Adam O’Sullivan, Harry Potts.
John Cagney, Denis Coleman, Mike Hickey, Diarmaid O’Mahoney, Matt O’Neill.

Under 13 County LeagueChampions

U-12 FOOTBALL REPORT

As there were in excess of 30 panellists between the ages of 11 & 12 it was decided to enter three teams in various U 12 Co. League
Divisions. The six coaches over the course of 7 months, more than 40 training sessions, a county league and East Kerry competitions
endeavoured to increase players’ individual skills, fitness and ability to perform as a unit, all while having some fun along the way.
The decision to enter three teams stretched resources at times but was of huge benefit to the players as it ensured no matter what their
standard they were given ample game time to improve skills and increase their confidence in a competitive environment.
The coaching team of Mark Cooper, James Cronin, Ger O’ Connor, Terry Potts, John Looney and Brendan O’ Connor had the pleasure
of guiding what is a great group of lads who no matter the opposition fought hard for every ball and never threw in the towel. The
‘Black’ team were in the ‘A’ division of the county league and acquitted themselves quiet well. The defeats suffered over the season
were mostly due to the physicality of other teams which will level out over time but also something that the group can work on in the
future. Playing ‘Crokes’ style of football they took some impressive scalps along the way including wins over our local rivals in what
were hugely entertaining and hard fought games.
The ‘Amber’ team competing in the ‘B’ Co league went undefeated in the competition to take the title. They saved the best until last in
the final game of the league where an excellent performance produced a good win over Rathmore who were also unbeaten to that
point.
The ‘White’ team under the stewardship of Terry Potts got to see some far flung parts of the county and put up some impressive scores
against what were ‘A’ team oppositions. These games gave players great experience which will stand to them in the coming year.
The levels of enthusiasm and intensity of training meant that this group made good progress this year. They will benefit from the
confidence gained in playing matches and will have learned from their mistakes. They show excellent abilities to work as a unit and
compete as a team which bodes well for the future.
John Looney, Mark Cooper, James Cronin, Ger O’ Connor, Terry Potts and Brendan O’ Connor.

U-11 FOOTBALL REPORT
Under the Stewardship of the two John’s (O’ Shea & Looney) the 17 panellists in the U 11 team had a great season winning
both competitions in which they were entered. They produced some marvellous football to win Firies Blitz, finishing with a
comprehensive defeat of the host team in the final - the second time in a row the Dr. Crokes have claimed this cup.
The East Kerry competition came down to a winner takes all home match against Rathmore. In what was a great spectacle of
football, both teams produced some outstanding passages of play - both attacking and defending, with the Crokes eventually
coming out on top with a narrow win.
A motivated, promising bunch, each player was willing to play their part and they fought hard for each other on the field. Again
these competitions gave a good platform to blood some of the younger players and set up the team for the U12 leagues next year.
The coaches would like to thank the parents for their help and cooperation during the year and the support they showed to all teams.
John Looney, John O’Shea
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JUVENILE CHAIRMANS REPORT
I would like to begin by thanking all coaches, mentors and interested club members for the dedication they gave to their respective
roles during the past year. Dr Crokes has always had a proud tradition in nurturing its juvenile players and the club continues to
uphold these values today.
The club strives to develop and promote all games in the GAA family namely Gaelic Football, Hurling, Ladies Football and
Camogie. We are conscious that the club must continue to show that we are a family friendly club who aim to develop all players
not only physically but socially as well.
While the club continues to be successful at many age groups this is not necessarily the only barometer to gauging progress. A
strong recruitment policy followed by an age appropriate coaching programme for our nursery section is vital. As players develop
ensuring they have regular meaningful games at all levels is also a priority.
One of the big reasons to our overall success is the calibre of coaches and mentors that give unselfishly of their time to develop our
players to the reach their full potential. Developing player must continue to be our number one priority as these will be our future
stars. Putting time and energy honing their skills will be worth it when we see them continue in the footsteps of our present senior
players.
While we are delighted and grateful for the quality and quantity of coaches we have we would always welcome more to help out
particularly at the Saturday morning nursery sessions and the Ladies section.
A special thank you to John O’Shea our hard working coaching officer for the countless hours he has put in to ensure we remain the
envy of all juvenile clubs. Thanks also to juvenile secretary Helen Fitzgerald for all her help and assistance over the past year.
Pat O’Shea

SATURDAY MORNING ACADEMY
Our Academy had another very busy year. Coaching and Recruitment at these ages is becoming a big part of our year. For a small
core of people Academy work is now almost 12 months of hard graft.
We began our free indoor program in Killarney Sports and Leisure in Mid-February. Pat o Shea and Vince Cooper did a great
program for 5 weeks. The skills development prior to going outdoors was hugely beneficial. It meant we were able to start games
earlier than the usual schedule.
All our teams had a number of home and away games before and after the summer break. This year we began a new initiative
which we called 'SCHOOLS OUT'. We gave an open invitation to all children to come to Dr Crokes pitch for fun and games
every Wednesday evening during the summer. It was successful in its initial idea and we hope to continue it yearly. Special thanks
to Billy Hennigan for his input and help.
Our coaches again made a huge effort every Saturday morning and their enthusiasm was vital in making our Academy a success.
From the more experienced coaches to the new, the friendly atmosphere they created made a happy environment for both children
and parents. We will never be able to compliment or thank the coaches of the Academy enough. Giving their Saturday mornings
for the club future stars is hugely appreciated by all in the Club.
John O’Shea
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Easter Camp

SENIOR LADIES FOOTBALL
The senior ladies are a very committed group of girls who love, like their male counterparts, wearing our famous black and amber
jerseys. They train hard and give their all when representing the club.
Our year was mixed. We had some great wins in the county league qualifying for the final against Spa. Some of the football the girls
played was exceptional during these games. Unfortunately the final was not fixed until the end of the year a full 6 months after the
last Co League game. When the game went ahead we were unable to field a team. This was very unsatisfactory end to the year and
left a bad taste in the mouths of everyone.
We also entered the junior championship and with some good wins in the early rounds we qualified to meet Austin Stacks in the
semi-final. After a fixture misunderstanding again we were forced to give a walk over. Austin Stacks were beaten narrowly by Na
Gaeil in the final. Na Gaeil went on to win the All Ireland Championship easily.
These girls are a great bunch of players and they deserve better treatment. They like all teams in the club need our support.
James Cronin & Pat O Shea

UNDER 16 GIRLS FOOTBALL
This was a fantastic year for our U15 and U16 girls. Our main priority this year was to develop this bunch of girls with all the skills
of the game. It was very evident in training from the start that they wanted to improve and develop to be better players.
Firstly the U16 county league began and as we were improving with each game in a very competitive division, though some results
went against us, thus not qualifying for semifinal. The highlight of this campaign was the tremendous performance to win against a
highly-fancied Legion who were the best team in this division. This result gave the girls the belief and the confidence to continue
there development.
The U15 carried on this into there county championship winning their games against Miltown, Duagh and Kerins O’Rahillys thus
making the final against a good Cromane team in Beaufort. The girls didn't disappoint us. They gave us a fantastic performance on
the night to take the honours.
Finally our last competition was the U16 East Kerry league where we played really well against Cromane, Spa, Currow and Fossa.
Again we made our way into another final against a very good Fossa team. This was a cracking game played in Fossa. It was a high
scoring game, but the stronger Fossa team took the honours only in the last few minutes to beat us.
All in all it was a very enjoyable year for the girls and we can feel very proud of the way they improved and developed into better
players. Lastly I would like to thank Mark Cooper and Brendan O’Connor for the trojan work they have put in.
Tommy Brosnan

UNDER 14 GIRLS FOOTBALL
We played in Division 4 of the County League. It was a mixed year. But good results at vital stages qualified us for the County
League Semi-Final. We played Cromane away. In a great game, we battled back in the second half to secure a great win. We met
Moyvane in the Final, which was a home game for them. On a blistering hot day, we did well in the first half to be behind by 3.
We ran out of steam in the second half and a disappointed group of players left the pitch defeated, but getting a great reception by
our supporters on the day. After this, we stepped up training with coaches Tommy Brosnan and Brendan O’Connor adding greatly
to the sessions.
We finished off the season playing in the East Kerry Division 3. We played Firies, Scartaglen and Milltown/Listry, winning all the
games and playing great team football. This qualified us for the Final, with home advantage, as we topped the group. In the Final
versus Firies, we won a hard-fought game against a very competitive and sporting Firies side. On the night, we had many stars. But
I must give special mention to our Kerry players, Kate Stack and Siobhán Burns, who lead the team from the front all year. Siobhán
Burns accepted the shield to much delight and she was also named as Dr Crokes U14 player of the year.
A fitting end to a great year. Special thanks to the parents for their outstanding help throughout the year.
Mark Cooper

UNDER 12 GIRLS FOOTBALL
2013 was a very good year for this group of girls. In phase 1 the girls played superb football, winning most of their games. Phase 2
was very competitive and playing stronger teams will bring this team on a lot. After the county league finished, East Kerry started.
Playing great football, the girls qualified for the East Kerry Final versus Beaufort. In a thrilling game, our girls battled hard and had
many chances to get back into the game. But it was not to be. So, a long year finished in disappointment. But these girls have
great potential.
Thanks to the coaches Sinéad Galvin, Brendan O’Connor and Tony Power for their great work.
Áine O’Connor was U12 player of the year. Roll on 2014.
Mark Cooper
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SENIOR HURLING
The Dr. Crokes Senior hurling team kicked-off their season with a good win at home over a youthful Kenmare side in the Division 2
County League in mid-April. The introduction of young hurlers who have progressed up through the underage structure in the club
have given an extra lift to the team, with the likes of Shane Lyne and Cian O’Brien strengthening the defence and Aaron Murphy
and Christopher Doncel bringing speed and accuracy to the forward lines.
Following the retirement of St. Brendan’s, Ardfert from the league, our next game was away to Abbeydorney. We suffered a defeat
in this game, primarily due to the lack of players available on the night. But we were not to be discouraged and survived a late
attack by Ballyheigue to run out 3 point winners in Round 3.
The following game against Lixnaw would be remembered by the whole squad for the wrong reasons. While we survived another
late onslaught, a tussle in our own square in the dying minutes saw our goalkeeper, Timmy Hourigan, sustain a bad break to his right
shin. This brought Timmy’s hurling season to an early end and we wish him all the best on his recovery and hope to see him line out
again in 2014. We had another loss the following week away to Kilmoyley, again due to the lack of players available on the night.
Our next game against Causeway took place in Spa GAA club due to the unavailability of our home field. Causeway came down in
force for this game and we suffered one of our heaviest defeats.
In Round 1 of the Intermediate Championship, we had home advantage against our South Kerry neighbours, Kilgarvan. Further to
Kilgarvan’s previous victories in the Championship, they were favourites to progress to the semi-final stage. We produced the best
hurling of the year to win a thrilling game 2-13 to 2-12. We were then drawn against Causeway in the semi-final. While we got off
to a fairy-tale start, resisting Causeways numerous attempts at goals in the early minutes and scoring an early goal ourselves, they
settled and took control of the game.
As Causeway won the Intermediate Championship, the South Kerry Championship would decide who would represent Kerry in the
Munster Junior Hurling Championship. We were drawn in the first round with Kilgarvan and Kenmare received a bye to the final.
While we won a lack-lustre semi-final over Kilgarvan, it wasn’t the best pre-cursor to the final against Kenmare. They were a much
fitter side and took the lead before half-time. We struggled to regain the advantage in the second half and Kenmare proceeded onto
Munster.
With the number of young players making the transition to senior, we have taken a policy of introducing these players to the starting
fifteen where possible to further their experience at senior hurling level and hope to bear the fruits of this initiative in the near
future.
We would like to thank Paul Downey for staying on as manager for the past year and Seanie O’Shea, Brendan O’Donovan and John
Lenihan for stepping in as trainers throughout the year. We appreciate all the support and encouragement we received from the club
officers and members throughout the year.
Finally, we would like to congratulate all the football teams in the club on their achievements, especially the senior team on
securing a fourth consecutive Co. Championship and third Munster Club Title in-a-row. We wish them every success in their quest
for All-Ireland honours this year.
Players who lined out in 2013: Timmy Hourigan, Tom Murphy, Mike Murphy, Daniel Guerin, Shane Kavanagh, Ciaran O’Donnell,
Shane Lyne, Liam Bergin, Kevin Landers, Barry O’Grady, Keith Curtin, Rory Waters, Michael O’Keeffe, Anthony Keogh, Michael
McCarthy, Aaron Murphy, Seanie Burchill, Jamie Lenihan, Christopher Doncel, Fintan Moore, Tadhg Moore, John Ivory, Brendan
O’Donovan, Ivan Hurley, Joseph Keogh, Declan Kennedy, Patrick Landers, Conor Fitzgerald.
Paul Downey (manager), Brendan O’Donovan (selector) and Tom Murphy (selector).

Senior Hurling Team
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JUVENILE HURLING REPORT
The past year will be renowned as an historic one for hurling, where the Senior Hurling Championship was hailed as the ultimate
sport in terms of courage and commitment and the teams playing were a shining example of sportsmanship by The Guardian
newspaper in the UK. And, more recently, a well-known Irish sporting figure declared it the best spectator sport in the world.
It’s a pity more young players aren’t playing this ‘ancient Irish’ sport.
In Dr. Crokes, the past year will be remembered as historic for the young hurler’s of the club. No doubt, the highlight of the year
was that we had 3 players representing the club on the All-Ireland Winning Kerry Minor Hurling Team. This was a significant
achievement for the players; Aaron Murphy, Christopher Doncel and Shane Hannafin and the club are extremely proud of their
achievements and hope that they continue to bring further honour to the club in the future.
Our U12 team also achieved success in 2013, winning the South Kerry U12 Hurling League for the first time in the club’s history
and also finishing runners-up in the Division 1 County League, only beaten by the eventual winners, Crotta.
The U13 team reached the final of the South Kerry Hurling League and were narrowly beaten by just 2 points against Kilgarvan in a
thrilling and exciting encounter.
Our U14’s competed well in the Division 2 County League and reached the semi-final stage, only to be beaten by a strong
Kilgarvan/Kenmare combination, who also went on to win the title.
The U16 team competed in Division 1 of the County League and despite some great effort and performances, we were really under
pressure due to the unavailability of many of our players and not once did we field our strongest team. This was hugely frustrating
for all involved as a mere 2 years ago, this panel of players won Division 1 of the U14 County League. We also reached the semifinal of the U16 Championship and lost narrowly to Kilmoyley after extra-time, even though we were missing 6 of our players on
the night.
At minor level, due to the lack of numbers at this age-group, we combined with Kenmare and Kilgarvan to form a South Kerry
Minor hurling team in 2013. This was the first year ever that this initiative was commenced as in previous years some of our players
travelled down to Kenmare and played Minor with them as we would have insufficient numbers. Therefore, to formalise it and make
it an official South Kerry team was an achievement in itself as it recognised the contribution of all these clubs as a whole. In fact we
had 10 players on the panel and did really well competing in the Division 1 County League. We reached the semi-final of the
Championship and gave a strong St. Brendan’s, Ardfert the closest game of the year. We also reached the final of the County League
and were again beaten by the same opponents in a very competitive, exciting game. The fact that the majority of these players are
eligible again next year makes it very encouraging.
The Dr. Crokes club made another significant contribution to Kerry hurling over the past year. In addition to having 3 players on
the successful Kerry Minor Hurling Team, we had representatives from the club at both mentor and player levels for the other
age-groups: U16 Level: Jack Lenihan and John Lenihan (Manager). U15 Level: Daniel O’Brien. U14 Level: Ciaran Kennedy,
Dylan Dermody and Michael O’Keeffe (Mentor). All these players and mentors have put a huge amount of time and commitment
to Kerry hurling and have represented the club well. They were all acknowledged at the 3rd Annual South Kerry Juvenile Hurling
Awards in November.
Finally, we appreciate the support and encouragement the Club and its members continue to provide. We would like to thank the
parents for their support on the sidelines throughout the year and also extend our appreciation to the players for their commitment
and all the mentors and parents who are helping out at training sessions and providing travel to games. We can never have too much
help and we encourage anyone with an interest in hurling and the progression of the sport within the club to lend a hand in any way
they can.
John Lenihan

Senior Hurling Team

Senior Hurling Team
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MINOR HURLERS REPORT
In Division 1 of the County League, we had good wins over Kilmoyley and Ballyheigue but lost to a strong Causeway team being
under-strength on the night. The league was then put on hold for the Championship where we once again defeated Ballyheigue and
qualified for the semi-final St. Brendan’s, Ardfert in Austin Stack Park, Tralee. While St. Brendan’s eventually won by three goals,
we pushed them to their limits.
The County League then resumed and we overcame Lixnaw in the semi-final and resulted in a final with St. Brendan’s once again.
This was a much closer affair with South Kerry in contention until the last 7/8 minutes. Again, it was unfortunate we hadn’t our full
complement of players for this County Final. Certainly the timing of this on the 29th December leaves a lot to be desired. Surely
hurling is a sport to be played in good conditions on dry turf.
However, the highlight for Dr. Crokes was the fact that we had 3 players on the All-Ireland winning Kerry Minor team this year. It is
heartening to note that most of these players are eligible for minor next year and that these young players are now progressing onto
the senior panel.
Finally, congratulations to the players who represented Dr. Crokes on the All-Ireland Winning Kerry Minor team – Aaron Murphy,
Christopher Doncel and Shane Hannafin. They were acknowledged for their achievements at the 3rd Annual South Kerry Juvenile
Hurling Awards in November.
Full Panel: Sean Godfrey, Ger O’Donovan, David Crowley, John Ivory, Shane Lyne, John Mark Foley, Aidan Quinlan, Patrick
O’Shea, Jack Lenihan, Fionan O’Sullivan, Dean Cassidy, Jack Healy-Rae, Aaron Murphy, Cristopher Doncel, Micheal Burns,
Ronan Lucey, Shane O’Sullivan, Mark O’Shea, Cian O’Brien, Shane Hannafin, Michael Owen Buckley, Sean O’Sullivan and
Daniel O’Brien.
John Lenihan, Mickey Foley, Liam Quinlan, Flor O’Brien and Timmy Hourigan.

South Kerry Minor Hurling Team

U16 HURLERS REPORT
The U16 hurling team competed in Division 1 of the County League and, unfortunately, were severely handicapped by the unavailability of many of our top players due to total commitment to football. Not once did we field our strongest 15 hurler’s in this agegroup. We subsequently lost all of our league games against St. Brendan’s, Ardfert, Lixnaw, Crotta and Causeway.
The overlap of the U16 EK Football League and the County Hurling League is proving very difficult to manage as these players,
also with their school/exam commitments, are under huge time constraints. This will have to be addressed as it is highly frustrating
for all involved.
In the County Championship, the Dr. Crokes U16 hurlers qualified for the Semi-final having secured victory over Abbeydorney in
Fitzgerald Stadium. There, they would have to overcome Kilmoyley to reach the final. Kilmoyley, having won Division 2 of the
County League, were strong opposition and this game turned out to be a cracker. At full-time, the teams couldn’t be separated and
extra-time was required. While we put up a magnificent performance, showing great fight and determination, we were defeated by 4
points.
Congratulations to Jack Lenihan who represented Dr. Crokes on the U16 Kerry team and John Lenihan, the Kerry U16 Manager.
They were both acknowledged for their time and commitment at the 3rd Annual South Kerry Juvenile Hurling Awards in November.
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Full Panel: Patrick McCarthy, Flor O’Sullivan, Sean Casey, Daniel O’Brien, Eodhan De Brun, Dylan Dermody, Brian O’Sullivan,
Michael Owen Buckley, Jack Lenihan, John Mark Foley, Cian O’Hare Wytt, Ciaran Lucey, Shane Kennedy, Gavin White, Oscar
O’Connor, Dean Farrell, Mikey Joe McCarthy, Paul Clarke, Ciaran Kennedy, Gearoid Fennessy, Jack Murphy, James Flavin, Caimin
Sheehy and Diarmuid Mullane.
John Lenihan, Timmy Hourigan, Flor O’Brien and Mickey Foley.

U-15 HURLING REPORT
Dr. Crokes U 15 Hurlers joined forces with Kenmare and Kilgarvan players to play in the 9-a-side U15 Hurling Championship in
Abbeydorney in October, This South Kerry Team were very competitive and had good displays against Crotta and St. Brendan’s,
Ardfert but were just short a few players on the night. We had a good win over the host club Abbeydorney but did not qualify for
the semi-final after narrow losses to Crotta and St. Brendan’s Ardfert.
The Dr. Crokes players that played in this Blitz were: Ciaran Kennedy, Dylan Dermody, James Flavin, Eodhan De Brun,
Michael Lenihan, Cian Fahy, Diarmuid Lynch & Camen Sheehy. Unfortunately, our Kerry U15 Kerry player, Daniel O’Brien
was unavailable for the blitz.
Congratulations to Daniel O’Brien who represented Dr. Crokes on the U15 Kerry team and was acknowledged at the 3rd Annual
South Kerry Juvenile Hurling Awards in November.
Jim Kennedy, John Lenihan, Mike Kennedy and Flor O’Brien.

U-14 HURLING REPORT
The U14 Division 2 County Hurling League got underway for the Dr. Crokes hurler’s at home to Lixnaw in mid-May. Both teams
exchanged points almost ten minutes in. Lixnaw capitalised on a brief lapse in concentration in our full-back line, their mid-fielder
netting a fine goal. Just before the break, Crokes won a 21 yard free in front of the Lixnaw goal. Our full-back, James Flavin, made
the fruitful trip to the other end of the field, securing a goal to level the scores at half-time. Dylan Dermody put Crokes into the lead
in the second half with a point followed later by a well deserved goal. Padraic Looney made two crucial saves in the second half to
retain the lead. Crokes sustained one final attack from Lixnaw but Michael Horgan and Lorcan O’Connor with James Flavin in the
full-back line ensured there were no further goal opportunities. Final score: Dr. Crokes 2-07, Lixnaw 1-07.
After overcoming Tralee Parnell’s comprehensively in the second round, we travelled back to Ardfert to face St. Brendan’s on a
glorious evening for hurling. While the field surface in Ardfert wasn’t the best, this didn’t stop our hurler’s from striking early on in
the first half. We led at the break, 2-04 to 1-03. The second half would define the game as St. Brendan’s had a slight wind to their
backs. Mid-way through the half, St. Brendan’s finally secured the upper-hand and the clock was against us. We won a close free
with less than 5 minutes left. Being 7 points down, we had no choice but to go for goal. Following a tussle in the square, Ciaran
Kennedy struck home. We maintained pressure & won another free. This resulted in the same outcome, Shane Kennedy on target
this time. But it was too late, the whistle blew after the puck-out & St. Brendan’s had made a great comeback to win by a solitary
point. Final score; Dr. Crokes 4-05 St. Brendan’s, Ardfert 3-09.
The next round saw us face Ballyheigue at home. From the throw-in, constant pressure was applied to the Ballyheigue defence with
any clearances tidied up by mid-fielders Ciaran Kennedy & Michael Lenihan. Dylan Dermody was on fine scoring form, securing
two goals from play as well as a number of points to ensure a comfortable victory.
Following this, a victory against Kilmoyley away would put us in a semi-final. We had another convincing win on the night with
Dylan Dermody on target for Dr. Crokes again.
The semi-final took place at the end of May against a strong Kilgarvan/Kenmare outfit in Kilgarvan. Our guys put in a tough game
but Kilgarvan/Kenmare ran out the eventual winners and proceeded to win the County League Final against St. Brendan’s, Ardfert.
The preliminary rounds of the Feile Na Gaeil Hurling took place in Lewis Road, Killarney on Monday, 1st April. The teams were;
Dr. Crokes, Kenmare/Kilgarvan & Kilmoyley. We won the first game against Kilmoyley on a score-line of 0-05 to 1-00. Almost
immediately after this game, we faced Kenmare/Kilgarvan. Some of our players sustained injuries in the previous game which made
it tough having to play without a break. We lost on a score-line of 4-07 to 0-05. Kenmare/Kilgarvan went on to defeat Kilmoyley
and topped the group with Dr. Crokes as runners-up. We finished up on equal points with Lixnaw and as a result, we had to play-off
to reach the Group Stages.
Dr. Crokes started well with the wind to their backs. Dylan Dermody was in flying form in the forwards, scoring from open play on
a number of occasions. The defence was superb with Frank McGuire in full-back releasing James Flavin to centre-back to deliver
the sliotar long into the full-forward line – and also scoring a great point from mid-field. Dr. Crokes led 2-07 to 0-01 at the break.
From here it would be a tough battle and our main concern was if we scored enough with the wind to our backs to sustain the
inevitable pressure to come in the second half. Lixnaw kicked off early with a goal in the second minute. While Dr. Crokes did their
best to keep out Lixnaw, they finally levelled up matters late in the second half. We managed to score two more points before the
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end but Lixnaw reacted and seized the opportunity to progress to the Feile Group Stages. Final score: Dr. Crokes 2-09 Lixnaw 5-02.
It must be said that this U14 team played tremendously throughout the year and thoroughly enjoyed their hurling season.
Finally, congratulations to the players who represented Dr. Crokes on the U14 Kerry team – Ciaran Kennedy and Dylan Dermody.
Michael O’Keeffe was also a mentor with the U14 Kerry squad. They were all acknowledged for their time and commitment at the
3rd Annual South Kerry Juvenile Hurling Awards in November.
Full Panel: Padraic Looney, Michael Horgan, James Flavin, Lorcan O’Connor, Cian Fahy, Michael Lenihan, Frank McGuire,
Ciaran Kennedy, Fiachra Clifford, Gary Cronin, Dylan Dermody, Caimin Sheehy, Conor Quirke, Shane Kennedy, Michael Aherne,
Ian O’Connell and Kieran O’Connor.
Jim Kennedy, Michael O’Keeffe, Mike Kennedy and Paul Fahy.

U14 Hurling Team

U-13 HURLING REPORT
The U13 hurling year kicked off on the 6th September away to Rathmore in the South Kerry U13 League. Following Kenmare’s
retirement from the tournament, only three teams were left; Dr. Crokes, Kilgarvan and Rathmore. Rathmore really put it up to our
lads on their home turf, displaying great skill and composure. Some relentless heroic hurling from this squad on ground conditions
that were heavy on the night laid the foundation for a well-deserved victory in a game where we held a slim lead through-out.
As Rathmore had also lost out be two points to Kilgarvan the week before, it seemed that the match against Kilgarvan would be a
final. Following some dismal weather, this final was played in Lewis Road. This was a thrilling final with both sides in contention
and displaying some great hurling skill in appalling conditions where the rain didn’t let up for the duration of the game. Kilgarvan
got off to the better start but Dr. Crokes settled and drew level with some well taken points. While we had many attacks on the
Kilgarvan defence, most of these opportunities were not seized and the Dr. Crokes team would come to rue these in the second-half.
In the dying minutes of the game, Dr. Crokes won a 21-yard free in front of the goal. Kilgarvan were two points ahead at this stage
and a goal would put Dr. Crokes in a great position. Michael Lenihan struck it well but was denied by the up-right. Kilgarvan took
this warning and every player worked tirelessly to the end to ensure their victory. It was a highly entertaining game in the most
horrible conditions. Well done to the Dr. Crokes hurler’s on a great final, never quitting until the final whistle.
Full Panel: Adam Carey, Gary O’Connor, Michael Horgan, Cian Fahy, Frank McGuire, Michael Lenihan, Gary Cronin, Padraic
Looney, Sean Murphy, Ian O’Connell, Tom Doyle, Kieran O’Connor, Jason Kerins, Patrick Crehan, Liam Kelleher and Darragh
Smith.
John Lenihan, Michael O’Keeffe, Paul Fahy and Kieran Crehan.

U13 Hurling Team

U12 South Kerry League Winners
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U-12 HURLING REPORT
Following a competitive 2012 season for the U12 hurlers, they got their County League Division 1 campaign off to a winning
start in April of this year with a win away to Ballyduff. This was a tough game to start the year with Ballyduff in no mood to give
anything easy to our lads. Every ball was contested and our boys gave as much as they got. In the second half, we gained the
advantage and kept our focus and ran out winners. Unfortunately, while being competitive in the other rounds, we found the
competition a bit tough from there on and were second best against strong Kenmare and Crotta sides.
In the South Kerry League, we performed excellently and had good victories over Kenmare, Rathmore and Kilgarvan. This put us
in the final where we met Kenmare. Our lads displayed great skill and all of them played their hearts out in what was a “thriller”
packed with drama. Dr. Crokes led for the most of the game but Kenmare did not quit and really fought back well in the last quarter
to score 3 goals. The game was now drawn but Crokes were not to be caught and a long range delivery into the square was seized
and put in the back of the net. This was just reward for their efforts all the year.
Six of this U12 team went on to represent a South Kerry U12 team that travelled to Semple Stadium, Thurles to participate in the
Munster U12 Hurling Blitz on Thursday, 8th August. They were; Michael Horgan, Padraic Looney, Michael Lenihan, Tom Doyle,
Gary O’Connor and Ian O’Connell. This proved to be a very successful trip with the South Kerry team winning all their 5 games
against teams from Cork, Limerick, Tipperary and Waterford – Well done!
All the players on this South Kerry team were acknowledged at the 3rd Annual South Kerry Juvenile Hurling Awards in November.
Also, “Man of the Match” Awards were presented to players for their performances in various games during the year;
Charlie Keating (U12 South Kerry Final), Adam Carey (U13 South Kerry Final), Patrick Crehan (U12 Co. League vs Ballyheigue),
Liam Kelliher (U12 SK League vs Kilgarvan) and Jason Kerins (U12 Co. League vs Ballyduff)
Full Panel: Adam Carey, Padraic Looney, Michael Horgan, Gary O’Connor,Niall O’Brien, Michael Lenihan(Captain),
Ian O’Connell, Tom Doyle, Sean Murphy, Dara Smith, Seamus Gallagher, Liam Kelleher, Patrick Crehan, Jason Kerins,
Joseph O’Donoghue, Joe Ruddan, Darragh Tagney Jack Lynch , Christopher O’Connor Finn and Charlie Keating.
John Lenihan, Toddy Doyle and Kieran Crehan.

U-11 HURLING REPORT
This year our U11 Hurlers competed in a South Kerry League and had very good wins over our neighbours Rathmore and Kenmare
only to lose to Kilgarvan in the final. While no trophies were won, the quality of hurlers we have at this level are excellent and we
just hope that they will maintain this high standard going forward.
Full Panel: Adam Carey, Joe Ruddan, Darragh Tagney, Padraic Looney, Tom Doyle, Jason Kerins, Joseph O’Donoghue, Charlie
Keating, Jack Lynch, Patrick Buckley, Darragh Crehan, Jack Maguire and Nathaniel Doncel.
Gene Doherty, Kieran Crehan, Keith Curtin and Dave Cotter.

U-10 HURLING REPORT
Our U10 Hurlers had a pretty good year also, training every Saturday morning from 10.00am to 10.45am. However, like the U8’s,
the numbers at this age group have been in decline for the past 2/3 years. As mentioned, we hope that the National Schools initiative will address this as it is vital that we see our numbers at both U8 and U10 increase if we are to have a viable future.
The U10 squad participated in the Dr Bill Mangan Memorial Tournament in Muckross Traditional Farms, competing against teams
such as Tralee Parnell’s, Kenmare and Kilgarvan. The teams were very close this year with nothing between them and Kilgarvan
came out on top to win their first Muckross Tournament. The U10’s also competed in blitzes in Rathmore and Kilgarvan. Dr.
Crokes hosted our own Invitational Blitz between Kenmare, Kilgarvan and Tralee Parnell and this went very well. St. Finbarr’s of
Cork also travelled down to Crokes during the summer and played both hurling and football against this U10 squad. All in all, it
was a good year for the U10 hurlers but it is important that we give them more support.
Full Panel: Charlie Keating, Ben Flavin, Jack Lynch, Cormac Rowe, Nathaniel Doncel, Caoilte Setanta Ó’Crónín, Cian O’Connor,
Conal Gallagher, Darragh Crehan, Oran Smith, Jack Maguire, Niall Coffey, Cillian Healy, Patrick Buckley, Oisín Lynch, Brian
O’Connor and Ben O’Carroll.
Gene Doherty, Claire Keating, Dave Cotter, Pat Healy and Keith Curtin.

U10 Hurling Team

U8 Hurling Team
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U-8HURLING REPORT
Our U8 Hurlers continue to train early each Saturday morning from 10.00 to 10.45am under the supervision of well-established
and experienced coaches who are working hard at introducing these young players to the basic skills of hurling. Unfortunately, our
numbers at this age group have been in decline over the past 2/3 years and this is a cause for concern.
Hopefully, with the new initiative of commencing regular hurling coaching in the National Schools of Killarney, we will see a
significant improvement in numbers at this level. However, it must be said that the young players attending these Saturday morning
sessions are really enjoying the experience and developing their skills in a fun environment. These U8’s participated in a number
of Fun Go-Games including South Kerry blitzes in Rathmore and Kilgarvan and have improved from this experience.
David O’Dea, the newly appointed Hurling Development Officer for South Kerry, has indicated his willingness to get more
involved with the club at this level in the coming year. We all agree that we must re-energise ourselves to attract more players
to these sessions.
Full Panel: Brian O’Connor, Darragh O’Brien, T.J. O’Sullivan, Michael Carey, Cian Lynch, Sean O’Brien, Fionn Kennedy,
Timmy Galvin, Caolan Looney Callum Smith, Kieran Clancy, and Gráinne Kennedy.
Niall Keogh, Timmy Hourigan, Rory Waters, Conor Fitzgerald, Fergal Smith and Tom Clancy.

COACHING OFFICER REPORT
Being Coaching Officer for the Dr Crokes is a job which increases and evolves yearly. While working in the boundaries of the
GAA, trying to improve our standards and raise the bar is a constant work in motion. This year was again very busy and the natural
improvement shown in all groups is very positive. A huge thank you to all the people involved in all the teams again this year.
Our indoor program began in mid-January. Following 4/5 weeks indoors, all teams began outdoor training/matches. We held a
number of coaching sessions in the early part of the year. Flip charts on indoor exercises and dvds on core exercises were also added
to our coaching packs. One major unfortunate issue arose this year, was when gym equipment specific for the underage and gear we
invested in for the Juveniles sector in the club were removed from the Gym. Unfortunate none of has, of yet, been returned.
Easter and Summer Camps were again a huge success. Numbers were very good, but a major feature was the high level our younger
coaches strive to achieve. They are a credit to themselves, their families and the Club. This year we again ran a very successful
Under 9/10s Blitz in June. We invited 3 Clubs to bring an U-9s 11-a-side team and an U-10s 11-a-side team. We ran both Blitzs
concurrently on our two pitches. A sincere thanks to John Looney for coordinating on the day.
The Colm Cooper Blitz was again run in early Sept. We would like to thank the Coffey family for generously sponsoring the
Cups and medals. Thanks also to the O’Donoghue Family INEC/Scotts Hotel for sponsoring accommodation for travelling teams
whenever we needed.
While many people have been a tremendous help to me this year, Billy Hennigan, John Looney, Kevin Smith deserve special
mention for always being available whenever I've called on them.
Thanks also to Pat O’Shea and Vince Cooper for all their work and dedication to the Underage structure of our Club.
Thanks John O’Shea

GOLF SOCIETY
Captain, Harry O’Neill and President, Fergus Moroney ensured that our 20th year with 6 outings was another enjoyable year on the
fairways of Kerry.
Mike Buckley, Hamper in Mahony’s Point, Michael Moloney, Dingle Liam Hartnett, Captains Prize in Killeen, Greg O’Donoghue,
Dooks, John Brosnan, Kenmare & Mal Walsh Mahony’s Point were the individual winners.
Sean Brosnan, Ross Road, won the Golfer of the Year as our most consistent golfer.
I would like to thank our sponsors Tom and Mary O’Donoghue, Maurice O’Donoghue, Niall and Eoin Brosnan, Paudie
O’Callaghan, Mike Buckley, Patrick and Eddie O’Sullivan and Vincent Casey.
John Keogh and PJ Lawlor put a lot of work into the Masters Challenge which is a great fund raiser for the club. This needs
additional support from all club members.
The committee of Vincent Casey, John McEnery, Michael Howard, Ger O’Shea & Brendan Keogh were, as usual, efficient.
Lastly I would like to wish our Captain for 2014 Denis Coleman and President Tom Looney all the best for the year ahead.
Best wishes to all for the New Year especially to our Senior team on Feb 16th and hopefully March 17th.
Liam Hartnett
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SCÓR REPORT
The club was represented in the East Kerry Competition of Scór na bPáistí in March 2013. Treasa O’Sullivan took part in the
Recitation and performed very well.
The Seit group included Ciara & Leona Brown, Leanne Kerins, Mary Olive, Jason Kerins, Cillian & Fionnbharrr Hickey and Peter
O' Shea. The group danced the Jenny Ling seit to a very high standard on the night of the competition.
Congratulations to all the competitors who represented the Dr Crokes Club.
Gerardine Lyne

DEVELOPMENT REPORT
In last year’s report I stated the need to have a shed built. 2013 was the year that we finally managed to do it. This was all made
possible by the financial support of the ‘Clear Air Boys’. There is however a small bit of work left to be done inside the shed,
(loft, stairs and electrical).
• Other work completed was replacing and upgrading the flood lights on the sand pitch.
• Constructing a footpath at the rear of the main pitch.
• Adapting the space under the hallway of the two buildings into a storeroom,
by putting down a concrete floor and hanging doors.
Maintenance of Pitches
Pitches were sanded and verti-drained in May. Extra work was carried out on in both pitches in 2013, which consisted of
drainage slits being filled with pea gravel.
Grants
I applied for two Grants from the Munster Council in 2012.
1. Sanding grant which we received €2,000
2. Development grant which amounted to €8,300 approximately
Munster Senior Club Championship
In November we hosted Castlehaven and Loughmore Castleiney in the Munster Club Championship. Many thanks to all
stewards who helped on those days.
Again I would like to thank the following:
Dan Kelliher for his professional advice and help on the pitches over the past year.
Tim O’ Sullivan and Larry Hickey for their overall work and commitment to our facilities.
Mossie Harmon, Seamie Doherty and Matt Courtney for their help and assistance during the year.
To the Events Committee for all their hard work and to Deborah Anne in the shop.
Der Brosnan
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IT REPORT
We set out at the start of the year with the aim of increasing our Social Media presence. Strategies were put in place to achieve this
and all our targets were greatly surpassed. We trebled our Facebook presence and increased our Twitter followers from 500 to over
3,200 in a few months. This was done through the hard work of Niall O'Mara and Terry Potts, and, as for the past few years, the
photos provided by Pat Fleming and Matt O'Neill. Also helping were John O'Shea, Brian O'Callaghan and Sean Browne.
The technology and media fields are moving very fast. That the Crokes' Twitter account would make the National Media on several
occasions for both good and bad reasons throughout the year was not planned for or could even have envisioned a few short years
ago. Access to the Social Media accounts has always been tightly restricted to just a few select club officers. While no formal
procedures have been put in place for use of these accounts there has always been strict guidelines given to the users. We will
endeavour to put in place a written usage policy and training procedure in the coming months.
In September the drcrokes.com website got hacked and was permanently taken down by the hosting company. This has happened to
several other GAA clubs too. All the information is still there but will have to be ported over to a newly designed website with a
new Content Management System. This is not a trivial task and a temporary site was set up at short notice to carry on the day to day
activities required.
We Live Streamed six matches this year and this would not have been possible without the brilliant commentary of James Fleming
and Harry O'Neill and the camerawork of Ossi Frische. While viewing numbers were not as high as previous years I believe it is
still an important task that we perform in order to keep our friends and followers abroad in touch with the club.
As a club we've always led the way when it comes to the use of technology since the first website in the late '90s and I believe that
we are ahead of every other club in the country.
Finally, it is with regret that I will be stepping down from the post of IT Officer. I've had a hugely enjoyable four years which
happily coincided with the greatest period of success this club has ever had. I have enjoyed my time as IT Officer, made many firm
friends and, thanks to the Crokes, have gone down a career path I never thought possible.
Le Dea-Mhein
John C. O'Shea

Crokes Supporters
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EVENTS COMMITTEE REPORT
Our annual social was held on Dec 30th 2012 in the INEC. Thanks to them for a wonderful meal. Music was by the Big Showband
and Jason Fallon entertained us later in the night. Thanks to Aidan Kiely for providing the pre meal drinks reception and to Der for
doing MC. Awards on the night were presented to:
Footballer of the Year: Colm Cooper, Junior Player of the Year: Sean Coppinger, Young Player of the Year: Gavin OShea
Hurler of the Year: Michael OKeeffe, Lady Player of the Year: Emma Galvin, Supporter of the Year: Brendan Harnett,
Club Person of the Year: John C OShea.
Our efforts with our St Patricks day float and colourful, noisy marchers didn't bring home any silverware this year. However many
thanks to Niamh and Joe O’Shea and all club members that helped out on the day. It would be great if we could get more people
involved in the preparation of the float, any fresh ideas are always welcome.
Many thanks to all the committee who helped out during the year with the various events, from medal presentation evening, to
Easter and Summer camps, food for teams after their finals, visiting teams, local blitzes and the dozens of sliced pans buttered up
for our senior team, all done with plenty smiles all round.
In July we hosted the Downs club from Co. Westmeath, for the inaugural U14 John Egan tournament. Thanks to Helen, Lorraine
and Ann Bartlett for all their help with the lunches and evening meal and to all the other parents who helped out. The mentors and
parents from the Downs were full of praise for the club and the host families.
In August we had our annual BBQ. It was our pleasure to feed the boys from Kingdom Kerry Gaels after their challenge with our
seniors. They were very appreciative of the burgers and beverages laid on for them. Thanks to all our chefs, bartenders and all who
helped with the preparation for the day. Also thanks to Brendan O’Connor for organising the BBQ for us and to Sean and Darren for
providing the entertainment at short notice.
In September the club held the annual Colm Cooper Invitational Tournament. Thanks to all the ladies who willingly helped cater for
the various teams and supporters throughout the day.
Our Halloween disco was a big success. Billy and John seemed to enjoy the musical chairs and games, along with the colourful
witches and ghosts on the night. Thanks to Darren and Jason on the music and to George Heelan for his assistance on the night.
Fr Tom and Fr Paddy celebrated our annual mass in the clubhouse, which was very well attended and all enjoyed the cuppa
afterwards. Thanks to Kathleen and Tadhgie for organising the annual retreat to Ardfert and to Buckleys for arranging the transport.
Well done to everyone involved in the smooth running of our home games to Castlehaven and Loughmore Castleiney and to all
involved in the kitchen and shops. It was great to see many new faces involved on the day.
Our annual Quiz was held in the Tatler Jack. Thanks to them and Breda for providing the refreshments and to Der for his
commitment as Quizmaster. John C had our future stars looking good on the big screen. So, thanks to all involved. Proceeds
from the raffle are being donated to the Donal Walsh Live Life Foundation.
On December 20th, we had our hugely popular Christmas Disco. Our juvenile members were treated to a visit by a 'taller' than usual
Santa, who seemed to be very popular with three little sisters!!! Thanks to him for taking time out of his busy schedule to pay us a
visit in Lewis Rd. Thanks to Ian Cronin of IC Photo for taking everyone's photograph and providing it free of charge from his photo
studio. Billy is very popular at the discos as MC, organising the games, which were very well enjoyed along with Darren providing
the music. Thanks to both of you and everyone involved on the night for making it a big success.
Finally, a big thank you to all involved in the various events throughout the year. It would be impossible to thank everyone
individually for all their hard work behind the scenes. But the fact that you give up your time to help whenever the text goes out
is very much appreciated.
Frances O’Sullivan

Comrades in Arms

The Boys are back in Town
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FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT
2013 was a successful year for the club from a Financial point of view. However in being such a successful club with teams in both
codes operating on a year round basis it needs to be. In order for the club to continue to remain as successful on the field we need all
members to help in any way they can to help achieve that success and when it comes to finance this requirement is no different.
One of our tasks was to negotiate a new sponsorship deal for the club. After research and effort a new three year deal was negotiated
with the Gleneagle INEC who are the main sponsor and Scotts who have come on board as a secondary sponsor. We are extremely
grateful to the O'Donoghue family for their continued support. Interestingly in each of the years of the sponsorship by the
Gleneagle/INEC we have won the county championship so long may this continue.
We carried out a number of other activities during the year. We were involved with an Oliver Callan gig which unfortunately was
not well supported. We were also involved with helping out at parking management at the Killarney races where the club were paid
for the services the members provided. Again we found it difficult to get volunteers which was a pity as the club was able to benefit
financially merely by members giving their time. We hope that we will get more support next year-it shouldn't always be down to
the "old reliables" all the time!
The main source of income remains the lotto which been well supported over the years. We will need to look at getting people more
involved in this vital revenue source. The Golf Majors have also been a huge financial support to the club and the people involved
really deserve the clubs gratitude.
I would like to thank my predecessor Mike Buckley for his invaluable support as well as the Chairman Ger O'Shea for his tireless
efforts.
As a club we set high standards for ourselves and pride ourselves on sporting excellence. We as members need to remember that this
needs support off the field as well as on it and the support of the members either financially or though volunteering their time is a
vital part of that.
Diarmuid Kelleher

A.S.A.P. (ALCOHOL & SUBSTANCE ABUSE PREVENTION) REPORT
Another year in the history of the club has been completed, bringing with it a myriad of challenges both on and off the field, these
challenges are a natural part of life and the level of maturity we respond to them with is paramount in creating safety for all our
members. As adults we need to be aware that our example has a huge influence on our underage members and we must lead by
example in terms of our own relationship to sport, to commitment, to conflicts, to being part of a team and to a healthy realistic
understanding that both winning and losing are opportunities for growth.
Without question, our relationship with alcohol (which is usually the gateway to other substance usage) is as unique as we are.
Alcohol can be used for our enjoyment and as a celebration without any ill effect on ourselves or others. However, it is no secret
that alcohol abuse can lead to major pain and trauma, not just for the person themselves, but for families and the wider community.
Having confidence, high self-esteem and the freedom to make mature choices around alcohol intake without judgement or peer
pressure, is paramount to having a healthy attitude to safe consumption, at any stage of life.
On Dec 10th, Tony Humphreys, a vastly experienced psychologist, was invited to give a talk to all club members titled “What young
people may be”. For those of you who were able to attend, I believe the most consistent theme was the necessity to love our young
people unconditionally, whether in the role of parenting, coaching, supporting etc., and with encouragement their ability to create
meaningful lives is unlimited. Also when young people display challenging behaviours, rather than being an opportunity to condemn it is much more an opportunity to understand the difficulties they may be experiencing. The response to the talk was mostly
very positive and created lots of opportunities for further discussion. A topic which came very much to the fore was in relation to
how we support each other and in particular the senior team and their management. (As the Children’s Officer for the Club, I am
also aware of the difficulties experienced by underage Coaches and players).
It became very clear that there are many adults within the club who have become very disillusioned by the ferocity of verbal abuse
being levelled at both the players and the management teams. It truly is unnecessary but more importantly unacceptable to have to
endure this abuse and inappropriate use of foul language. I believe that much of this behaviour is not a conscious attempt to hurt
anyone but rather an unconscious repetition of what individuals have witnessed over many years of attending games. What we shout
at games is always a reflection of where we are at and has nothing to do with the players.
It never ceases to amaze me the time, commitment and discipline exemplified by management, coaches, committee members,
grounds keepers and more in order to have made this club what it is and added to the foregoing qualities, the extraordinary physical
endeavours of the players week after week. It is with this in mind that I would like to suggest that the theme for the Club going
forward for 2014 could be “What it is to be a Supporter”. Can we now be open to a different narrative in terms of respect, support,
leadership and discover how this may lead to a happy productive year for all.
Eileen Buckley
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Crokes Boys Do It In London

Raising the Bishop Moynihan Cup

CLUB OFFICERS 2013
OUTGOING OFFICERS 2013:
Patron:

Murt O’Shea.

President:

John Moynihan.

Vice-Presidents:

Dan Kelliher, Patrick O’Sullivan, Bridie O’Shea,
Fr. Tom Looney, Donie Sheahan, Niall Keogh,
Eddie O’Sullivan, Liam Murphy, Paddy O’Shea,
Fr. Paddy O’Donoghue, Jackie Looney.

Chairman:

Ger O’Shea.

Vice-Chairman:

Pat O’Shea.

Secretary:

Matt O’Neill.

Assistant Secretary:

“Helen Fitzgerald”.

Joint Treasurers:

“Niall O’Mara”, Malacky Walsh.

Finance Officer:

“Diarmuid Kelliher”.

P.R.O.:

“John Keogh”.

Development Officer:

Der Brosnan.

Registrar:

Frances O’Sullivan.

Scór Officer:

“Geraldine Lyne”.

Children’s Officer:

Eileen Buckley. (post appointed)

Co. Board Delegate:

“John Keogh”, (F) Niall Keogh (H).

East Kerry Board Delegate: Donie O’Leary, P.J.O’Brien.
The Executive is completed with a nominee from
Hurlers, Events Committee and Clear Air Boys.
NB “ ” DENOTES POSITION VACANT
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Mike O'Keeffe and Paul Downey

Eoin’s Girls

Eddie and Patrick

Easter Camp

Juniors

Helen and Diarmaid

Eoin and Stephen

Easter Camp

