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Standing Orders

In order that the proceedings of the Convention are carried out without delay, the following
Standing Orders will be strictly observed.

1.

The person proposing the Motion/Resolution or Amendment may speak for not
more than five minutes.

2.

All accredited delegates must not exceed three minutes.

3.

The person proposing the Motion/Resolution/Amendment may speak a second time
for not more than 3 minutes.

4.

The chairperson may at any time consider a Motion/Resolution/Amendment has
been sufficiently discussed and call on the proposer for a reply after which a vote
must be taken.

5.

With the consent of the Chairperson, a delegate may move ‘that the question be
now put’ after which the proposer has spoken, a vote must be taken.

6.

Any motion seeking to amend existing bye laws must have a majority equal to two
thirds of those present and entitled to vote and voting.

7.

Standing orders shall not be suspended for the purpose of considering a matter not
on the Clar except by the consent of a majority of two thirds of those present and
entitled to vote

8.

The chairperson may change the order of items on the Clar with the consent of a
simple majority of those present and entitled to vote and voting

9.

A motion may be withdrawn with the permission of the convention.

10.

Voting procedures as per Official Guide.
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2019 MIONTUAIRRISC
Cumann Lúth Chleas Gael Chontae Mhaigheo Comhthionól Bhlianthúil 2019 was held in The
Park Hotel Kiltimagh, on Dé Domhnaigh an 9ú Nollaig 2018.
Apologies were received from, Jim O’Shea (Breaffy), Mick Herr (North Board) and Paddy
Muldoon.
Chairman, Mike Connolly welcomed the delegates to Kiltimagh and formally got Convention
underway. A prayer in remembrance of deceased members was led by Fr Kilcoyne.
Address of Welcome:
Michael Daly, Chairperson East Board, welcomed delegates to Convention in Kiltimagh.
Michael thanked the Officers of the East Board and Kiltimagh GAA Club for their help in
organising Convention. He wished all delegates and Clubs, well for the future.
Óráid an Uachtaráin:
Tom Maughan addressed the meeting. Tom congratulated the Mayo U-20 team on reaching
the All-Ireland final and our Hurlers on winning the Division 2 title. Tom thanked Stephen
Rochford and his backroom team for all they had done for Mayo Football, he also wished
the new Manager, James Horan, well in his second spell in charge of Mayo.
Standing Orders:
Standing Orders were adopted on the proposal of Padraig Prendergast (Ballina) and
seconded by Gerry Burke (Breaffy).
Óráid an Cathaoirleach.
Micheál Ó Conghaile in his address to Convention covered the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Busy year on the GAA front involving all Mayo teams
Well done to the Senior Footballers on retaining their Div 1 status, the U-20’s on
reaching the All-Ireland Final, the Hurlers on winning the Div 2B League title.
Managers at all grades were thanked for their efforts throughout the year.
Stephen Rochford and his backroom were thanked for their efforts over the past
three years. Incoming Manager James Horan was wished well for the future.
The Club Championship winners were all congratulated.
All committees were thanked for the work they carried out throughout the year.
All referees were thanked.
Mayo GAA TV had worked very well during the year all involved were thanked.
The new Training Centre at Lough Lannagh would be built at no cost to the Clubs in
Mayo.
Looking forward to the trip to New York in May.
All his fellow Officers were thanked along with Michael Cummins and the Press.
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Minutes.
There were no matters arising out of the minutes of the previous year’s Convention. The
minutes were adopted on the proposal of Sean Gough and seconded by PJ King.
Tuairisc an Runaí.
In his report to Convention, An Runaí covered all the main events that occurred during the
year.
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Senior teams performance in the League and Championship. Stephen Rochford
stepping down as Senior Manager and the appointment of James Horan. Our U-20’s
qualifying for the All-Ireland, our Senior Hurlers winning the Division 2B League title.
The Club Senior, Intermediate and Junior Championships, Comortás Péil na
Gaeltachta, Connacht Colleges,
Scór continues to survive thanks to the efforts of a small amount of people
spearheaded by James Gibbons. More participation needed from Clubs.
Sub-Committees
Our Sponsors
Our Volunteers

The Runaí thanked our Administrator, Michael Cummins, John Prenty and the staff in the
Connacht Council Office, Croke Park, County, Divisional and Club Officers for all their help
during the year.
The Runaí’s report was adopted on the proposal of John Farragher(Garrymore) and
seconded by Anthony Egan(Bonniconlon)
Tuairisc an Chistéoir.
The Cistéoir Kevin O’Toole delivered the Financial report to delegates at Convention. Kevin
outlined that Clubs would be receiving a rebate from Championship gates and Cúl Camps.
Jerry O’Meara was the new Auditor for the County Board as Mary McDermott had retired.
Kevin paid tribute to Mary for all the work she had done over the years. Kevin thanked Tim
O’Leary for his generous sponsorship. Kevin answered questions from the floor in relation to
his report.
The Treasurer’s report was adopted on the proposal of G. O’Neill and seconded by S.
Moore.
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Toghachán na hÓifig.
The following Officers were returned for 2019. Proposed by S. Holian and seconded by MJ
Gallagher.
Patrún – Padraig Ó Maoldún – Cathair na Máirt
Uachtarán – Tomas Ó Maugháin – Na Stiophanaí Béal an Átha.
Cathaoirleach – Michéal Ó Conghaile – Maolla Ceathrú Mór
Leas Cathaoirleach – Seamus Ó Thúaigh – Breaghbhuigh
Runaí – Diarmúid dé Buitléir – Crois Mhaoilina
Runaí Cunta – Ronan Ó Ciarráin – Na Daibheidí
Cisteoir – Caoimhin Ó Tutháil – Tuáir Mhic Éadhaigh
Cisteoir Cunta – Gearóid Mác Áodha - Maolla Ceathrú Mór
Oifigeach Caidreamh Poiblí – Pól Ó Cuinneáin - Na Daibheidí
Ard Comhairle – Sean MacÉil – Cnoc Mór
Comhairle Chonnacht 1 – Padraic Mac Niochlais – Coillte Mach
Comhairle Chonnacht 2 – Gearoid dé Burcá - Breaghbhuigh
Oifigeach Leanaí – To be appointed
Oifigeach Cultúre – Seamus Mác Giobúin – Leathardán
Oifigeach Forbartha – Liam Ó Ceallaigh – Cill Miodhna
Ofiigeach Oiliuna – Liam Ó Mofait –Crois Mhaoilina
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Ruin 2019.
Motions 1 – 4 - Games U20-U21 (CCC)
1. Aghamore Gaa Club would like to propose a motion of playing the under 20/21 group stage
championship matches in February/March. (U-20/U-21) Refer to CCC
(Achadh Mór)
2. Aghamore Gaa Club would like to propose a motion of changing the underage structure to
under 13, 15, 17 & 20 age groups. (Underage & U-20/U-21)
(Achadh Mór) Withdrawn
3. That the U-21 competition be changed to a knock out format in 2019, and if possible, to be
played early in the calendar
(Baile an Tobair) Withdrawn
4. (U21) That, in the event there are in excess of 32 competing Clubs, the
2019 competition be graded into 4 levels: a group of 8 at A level, a group
of 8 at B level, a group of 8 at C level, a group of 8 at D level and the
remainder at E level. At each of the A, B, C and D level, the teams be divided
into 2 sections of 4 teams per section. Each team in each section to play all
other teams once. The top team and the team in second place go forward
to the county semi-final. At E level the group arrangements to be left to
the discretion of the CCC.
(Coillte Magh) Passed Refer to CCC
Motion 5 - Underage/Bord na nÓg
5. From 2019 and each year thereafter, the underage competitions in both
hurling and football would be organised as follows: U18, U15 and U13
would play championship and league and U16, U14 and U12 would play
league only. (Underage)
(Coillte Magh) Withdrawn
Motion 6 - Team Amalgamations/Clubs/Adult/Bord na Nog

6. That all requests for amalgamations at U-21, minor or younger grade teams be
submitted for consideration to the County Amalgamation Committee on or before
the 31st of January each year and all recommended amalgamations from this
Committee must be approved by the County Committee (Coilte Magh) Passed
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Motion 7(a) (b) (c) – 8 – 9 - Intercounty Games/Admin/Other
7. (a) For all Senior Inter-County Games, the Team line-out (Fifteen Players and maximum
Fifteen Panel Members - total thirty) shall be registered with the Committee-in-Charge not
later than 9 am on the Thursday before a weekend game for printing in the official match
programme.
Penalty: Withdrawal of Sideline Privileges from Bainisteoir for one game and maximum €5,000
fine on the County Committee, depending on the circumstances
(b) No Players may be added to the registered Team or Panel after it has been submitted to
the Committee-in Charge.
Exception - A Goalkeeper or Sub-Goalkeeper may be replaced by another Goalkeeper and such
replacement shall only be allowed to play as a Goalkeeper
Penalty for playing, or including on the Team list submitted to the Referee, a player who has
not been registered with the Committee-in-Charge: Forfeiture of Game.
(c) A prescribed Team List (as issued by the Committee in Charge from time to time),
confirming the 15 starting players and maximum 11 additional panel members, shall be
submitted to the Referee not later than thirty five minutes before the official starting times of
the Game and shall only contain the names of Registered Players specified in paragraphs (a)
or (b), together with the Team Officials.
Penalty: Fine on the County Committee - up to a maximum of €1,000 for each minute over the
prescribed time.
(Cosite Chontae Mhaigh Eo) Passed (to be forwarded as a motion for
Congress)
8. Two of Mayo’s National Football League home games will be played at a North Mayo venue
from 2019.
(Cill Fhaoin) Withdrawn
9. That Post Primary All Ireland Senior C and Senior D Finals Be Played In Croke Park as the A
and B Finals are.
(Cill tSeadna) Out of Order
Motions 10-12 - Finance
10. That the county board detail to clubs the exact amount taken at the gate of games involving
the club during the championship season
(Baile an Tobair) Passed
11. That all Insurance Liabilities be equalised between all registered Clubs in the County in the
same manner as the Gates Income is currently equalised between all Clubs
(Baile an Tobair) Passed
12. The annual Cáirdre Mhaigheo Club Development Draw levy to be reduced for all Clubs by 25%
from 2019. (Cill Fhaoin) Out of Order
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Motions 13-21- Underage/Bord na nÓg
13. That a club’s official colours be recorded and included in the 2019 Eolaire, and that this must
be the colours adhered to when decided who gets to wear home colours if there is a clash
(Baile an Tobair) Passed (Details to be included in 2019 Eolaire)
14. That clubs be fined if not strictly adhering to the numbers recorded in the official programme
for all championship matches
(Baile an Tobair) Refer to CCC
15. Introduce a penalty of 3 points deduction to every team that plays a star player in a Star
league Game
(Garraí Mór) For discussion with CCC and Senior Team Manager
16. Postponed County League Games will have an opportunity to be played within 30 days from
the date of the original fixture from 2019 onwards. (Cill Fhaoin) Refer to CCC
17. Teams that postpone County League Games, Divisional Games and all Bord na nÓg games
must provide one alternative date within the allocated time frame to schedule the fixture.
Otherwise the game will be conceded by the team who postponed the initial fixture.
(Cill Fhaoin) Refer to CCC
18. That games played in any Mayo GAA competition played in temperatures exceeding 24
Degrees Celsius be subject to mandatory rather than discretionary water breaks for the
welfare of participating players and officials. (Cill tSeadna ) Passed
19. That it be mandatory for the county secretary to notify clubs of any provision for Extra-Time
when fixtures are published or distributed to club secretaries. (Cill tSeadna) Withdrawn
20. That any club forfeiting a league fixture for any reason other than compassionate grounds be
subject to relegation from that division. (Cill tSeadna) Refer to CCC
21. That the Mayo Senior League be restructured in the following manner
- Division 1 To Consist Of 2 Groups of 8 teams, comprising current Division 1 teams and the
top four Division 2 teams. Following the completion of seven rounds, the top two in each
group would qualify for semi-finals with the top team in each group having home
advantage against the runners up in the opposing group. The League Final would then be
contested at a neutral venue between the winning semi-finalists.
-

Division 2 To Consist Of 2 Groups of 8 teams, comprising current Division 2 teams placed
fifth to twelfth and the top eight Division 3 teams. Following the completion of seven
rounds, the top two in each group would qualify for semi-finals with the top team in each
group having home advantage against the runners up in the opposing group. The League
Final would then be contested at a neutral venue between the winning semi-finalists
potentially as part of a double header with the Division 1 final.

-

Division 3 To Consist Of 2 Groups of 8 teams, comprising current Division 3 teams placed
ninth to thirteenth and the top eleven Division 4 teams. Following the completion of seven
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rounds, the top two in each group would qualify for semi-finals with the top team in each
group having home advantage against the runners up in the opposing group.
-

The League Final would then be contested at a neutral venue between the winning semifinalists.

-

Division 4 To Consist Of 2 Groups of 8 teams, comprising the bottom team in 2018 in
Division 4, all 2018 Division 5 team and the top three Division 6 teams. Following the
completion of seven rounds, the top two in each group would qualify for semi-finals with
the top team in each group having home advantage against the runners up in the opposing
group. The League Final would then be contested at a neutral venue between the winning
semi-finalists.

-

Division 5 would consist of all remaining 2018 Division 5 teams playing in three groups of
five, home and away. The winners of each group would then play in a three team group
to determine Division 5 league champions. (Cill tSeadna) Out of Order

22.

All regular league rounds to be completed prior to Round 3 of Championship Group
Phases.
(Cill tSeadna) Refer to CCC

23.

The Bye Laws of Mayo County Board as circulated be accepted and included Rule 3.11 (a)
relating to appointments to be included relating to Development Officer and Childrens
Officer. Passed

That concluded the business of the meeting.
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Secretary’s Report 2019
Tuarascáil an Runaí
2019
As 2019 draws to a close, we here in Mayo can look back on a year that saw us make headlines
in the media both on and off the field. It was great to see Mayo capture a National title in the
shape of the Division 1 League. It was our first National Senior title since 2001. It was a
welcome boost not only for the players but also for our wonderful supporters both of whom
have suffered in recent years. Once our County footballers were finished and everyone
thought we were in for a time of rest and relaxation, Mayo GAA found ourselves front and
centre of the media in relation to our involvement with the Mayo International Supporters
Foundation and others who were also jumping on the bandwagon. I will deal with this topic
later in my report.

I would like to sincerely thank my wife Sarah for all her support and patience throughout the
year especially in the past number of months which were most difficult with the torrent of
abuse that was pointed at not only me but at my fellow Officers.

FBD League

Sunday January 6th 2019 marked Mayo’s first outing of the year in the FBD League and also
signalled the second coming of James Horan as Manager of our Senior team. The venue was
Carrick-on-Shannon and the opposition was Leitrim.
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The game itself was an entertaining one with the new rules being tried out for the first time.
Mayo’s starting 15 was strong and during the game James Horan introduced some unfamiliar
faces. Mayo appeared to be coasting to victory, 8 points up after 45 minutes, but all of a
sudden we found ourselves in a dog fight.

Leitrim had the bit between their teeth and with seconds remaining in the game they scored
an equalising point, however dubious it was. The scene was now set for the first ever penalty
shoot-out to decide a Senior inter-County fixture. Mayo won the shoot-out 4 to 1 and had
escaped from Carrick by the skin of their teeth. The large crowd that was in attendance
certainly enjoyed the Soccer style end to an enjoyable game. Our next outing in the
competition was against our old nemeses Galway, in Tuam Stadium which attracted a crowd
in excess of seven thousand. Mayo were in command right throughout this encounter and
seemed to be heading for a deserved victory when they were sucker punched by a late Galway
goal deep in injury time to draw the teams level. Penalties would again decide this encounter.
The Ronaldo/Messi touch had deserted our penalty takers and we lost out in the shoot out
on a scoreline of 4-2. Our interest in the FBD League for 2019 was finally over.

Allianz League
Mayo opened their Division 1 League campaign against Roscommon in McHale Park on a night
that wasn’t fit for a duck. Strong winds and heavy rain spoiled the night for the attendance in
excess of ten thousand. The game itself marked the 100th cap for Jason Doherty and he duly
served up a man of the match performance. Roscommon, aided by a gale force wind, led by
5 points to 1 at half time. Apart from Evan Regan’s free in the third minute Mayo failed to
score for the remainder of the half. The second half was a dogged affair and Mayo managed
to draw level with the Rossies in the 58th minute thanks to scores from Diarmuid O’Connor,
Donnie Vaughan, Jason Doherty and Paddy Durcan. Colm Boyle was black carded for a high
tackle and this seemed to work in Mayo’s favour as they went 5 points clear thanks mainly to
a Brian Reape goal. Roscommon did manage to score a goal to reduce the deficit but Mayo
held on on a score line of 1-8 to 1-7.
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Round 2 of the League saw Mayo travel North to Omagh to take on Tyrone. Mayo had a
number of changes from the Roscommon game. Mayo were slow to get off the mark and did
not score until the 9th minute. Once Keith Higgins rattled the net in the opening half Mayo
eased into the lead and never looked back. Mayo led by 1-7 to 3 points at half time. In the
second half Mayo consolidated their position and ran out easy winners on a scoreline of 2-13
to 10points with the very impressive Fionn McDonagh scoring our second goal. In truth Tyrone
were poor but that didn’t take away from a very impressive performance from Mayo. We had
got off to a dream start in the League winning two from two.

Round 3 of the League saw Mayo entertain Cavan under lights in McHale Park. Mayo fans
were expecting for this game to be a walk in the park but it turned out anything but a walk.
Cavan raced into a 4 point to 1 lead inside 10 minutes. Mayo clawed themselves back into the
game and when the half time whistle sounded we were ahead by 1-7 to 7 points thanks to an
Evan Regan goal. Mayo led by 5 points after 45 minutes of play and seemed to be heading for
certain victory when Cavan began to stage a comeback. Cavan narrowed the margin to 3
points but two late points from Donnie Vaughan and Brian Reape restored Mayo’s 5 point
lead and we went on to win the game 1-13 to 11 points. Mayo were now three wins from
three, the first time that had happened since the Moran/Morrisson era.
Mayo were sitting pretty on top of Division 1 but had sterner tests to come in our next couple
of games.

Round 4 of the League saw Mayo travel to the capital to take on the Dubs in Croke Park. Mayo
fans travelled in their thousands to Croker in the hope of beating the Dubs but that hope was
short lived. Dublin were in control of this game from start to finish. With our goalkeeper
Robbie Hennelly ending up as our joint top scorer with 2 points it says a lot about Mayo’s
performance on the day. Robbie pulled off four top class saves that spared Mayo’s blushes.
Mayo’ first half performance was very poor with the second only slightly better. Dublin ran
out easy winners 1-12 to 7 points in a game where they hardly broke into a sweat. The game
will be remembered for very little except perhaps Colm Boyle’s accidental clash with umpire
Tim O’Kane. Thankfully Tim made a full recovery from the clash. Mayo’s fairytale start to the
League was well and truly over and much improvement would be needed for the clash with
Galway.
14 | P a g e

Round 5 of the League saw Mayo welcome our neighbours Galway to McHale Park. It was a
game that both Mayo’s Management and supporters hoped would end in victory for us but
sadly that would not be the case. Mayo got the opening score through Jason Doherty and
when Galway had two players black carded in the first half many home supporters were
hoping for a much needed victory over our arch rivals. However it wasn’t to be and it was
Galway who scored the vital goal in the first half. Mayo squandered many chances and
seemed to be hesitant and unsure in defence whereas Galway appeared to remain calm and
stuck to their game plan. Galway deservedly led by 7 points at half time 1-7 to 3 points. Mayo
came out fighting in the second half and with some wonderful scores from the likes of Moran,
Doherty, Ruane and Darren Coen. Mayo were now in the ascendency and the gap was down
to a point by the 58th minute. Galway, however, regrouped and went on to win the game on
a scoreline of 1-11 to 12 points. Mayo had now lost two games in a row and with games away
to Kerry and home to Monaghan the talk among supporters was of survival in Division 1.

Round 6 of the League saw us travel to the Kingdom to take on Kerry in Tralee. Prior to the
game a presentation was made to Donie Buckley, on behalf of Mayo GAA, in appreciation for
all the work he had done with Mayo during his time with the County. There are two things
that people will remember from this clash, the victory over Kerry and the weather. The
weather on the night was absolutely atrocious and it’s a credit to both sets of players that
they were able to play football. Mayo more than matched everything that Kerry threw at
them and were well worth their two-point victory, a victory that was sealed with a brilliant
Mattie Ruane goal 7 minutes from normal time. Aidan O’Shea put in a man of the match
display at midfield where he was ably assisted by his club mate Mattie Ruane. Mayo led by 7
points to 3 at half time and continued the pressure on the resumption of play. Kerry threw
the kitchen sink at Mayo towards the end of the game, but Mayo’s defence stood strong and
we went on to win by two points. It was now twenty years since Kerry beat us away from
home. Our thoughts now turned towards our final game with Monaghan.
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Round 7 of the League saw us welcome Monaghan to McHale Park. It was a game that we
needed to win and hope that other results went our way in order for us to qualify for the
League Final. Mayo’s victory was set up thanks to two first half goals from Kevin McLoughlin.
Mayo led by 2-7 to 6 points at half time despite playing into a gale force wind. Monaghan
came out with all guns blazing at the start of the second half with 4 quick points to bring them
within striking distance of Mayo. The wind was somewhat taken out of the Monaghan sails
with the dismissal of Fintan Kelly to a red card. Monaghan did manage a goal in the 48 th
minute but that was quickly cancelled out by a Mayo goal. The final 25 minutes of the game
were most entertaining with Mayo going into an 8 point lead only for Monaghan to stage a
spirited fight back. Mayo managed to compose themselves and ran out 3-15 to 1-18 winners.
Mayo had qualified for the Division 1 League Final for the first time since 2012 where their
opponents would be Kerry.

Sunday the 31st of March 2019, Mayo and our wonderful supporters headed to Croke Park for
a Division 1 League Final showdown with Kerry. This was a game that had in it 5 goals in total
and some Mayo debutants playing as if they were seasoned players. Mayo were 3 points to 1
up in the first half when Kerry struck their first gaol. Mayo found it difficult to break down a
packed Kerry defence. Kerry led by 2-3 to 5 points at the break and appeared in control. Mayo
emerged with the bit between their teeth at the start of the second half. Two brilliant points
from the impressive James Carr set the tone for Mayo. Goals from Diarmuid O’Connor, Mattie
Ruane and Ciaran Treacy sealed a famous victory for Mayo. Mayo had to withstand a Kerry
fightback and only a brilliant save from Robbie Hennelly saved the day for Mayo. The victory
scenes that followed will be remembered for years to come as Mayo finally won a Senior
National title in Croke Park for the first time since 2001. It was wonderful to see Mayo
supporters leave GAA Headquarters with smiles on their faces and the odd tear in the eye.
We haven’t had too many occasions in recent years to savour victory and we were certainly
going to enjoy this one. Mayo could look back on a League campaign that had a roller coaster
start, a blip in the middle, and a very satisfactory finish. People were now turning their
attention to the Championship and the much awaited trip to NewYork.
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Championship

Mayo’s opening game in the 2019 Championship was against New York. Thousands of Mayo
fans made the trip to the big Apple and what an occasion it was. Anyone who was there will
not forget the trip to the Famine Memorial during Mayo Day or the Mayo supporters taking
over Time Square to sing “The Green and Red of Mayo”. To witness so many Mayo Supporters
in Time Square on that Saturday evening is something I will never forget. Initially some New
Yorker’s thought it was some sort of a protest, but they quickly realised it wasn’t, that it was
only thousands of Mayo people in jovial mood and enjoying the “party” atmosphere. Many
people enquired as to what gaelic football was but even after explaining it to numerous
people I still don’t think they understood. The game itself on the Sunday was marred by the
constant heavy rain that fell throughout the 70 minutes and somewhat spoiled the occasion
in Gaelic Park. New York put up little resistance to a rampant Mayo side that ran out winners
on a scoreline of 1-22 to 4 points. Great credit must go to New York GAA, who in fairness are
fighting an uphill battle to retain the fixture. Justin O’Halloran and his Management team can
be duly proud of the players who would have put in a huge effort in the months leading up to
the fixture. The players could relax after the match ahead of an intense training camp in
Rocklands GAA Club.

Mayo’s next outing in the Championship was against Roscommon in McHale Park, a venue
that the Rossies hadn’t beaten the home side in the Senior Championship since 1986. Mayo
went into the game as huge favourites and were expected by most people to sail through and
take on Galway in a Connacht Final. Roscommon, however, hadn’t read the script and won
the game by a single point 2-12 to 17 points. As the final whistle blew the Roscommon
supporters streamed onto the pitch to congratulate their players and enjoy bragging rights
over Mayo for another year. Roscommon were ahead at half time, 2-6 to 10 points, thanks
to two goals from Cathal Cregg and Ultan Harney in the 6th and 12th minute respectively. Mayo
got to grips with Roscommon in the second half and with 10 minutes remaining we were 1
point ahead. It was hoped that Mayo would drive on from there but unfortunately they didn’t
and Roscommon claimed a famous victory thanks to Fintan Cregg’s late injury time winner.
The game was over, Roscommon celebrated and Mayo were back on the road in the qualifiers
once more.
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Mayo’s first outing in the qualifiers was an away trip to Newry to play Down. Mayo came out
on top in this encounter but didn’t have matters all their own way. Mayo led by 10 points to
1-4 at the break. Conor Loftus scored a goal after 7 minutes of the restart and Mayo wee now
ahead by 6 points. In the final ten minutes Down threw everything they had at Mayo but our
boys stood firm and went on to win by 1-16 to 1-11. More improvement would be needed
if we were to progress in the All-Ireland series.

Mayo were handed a home fixture in McHale Park against Armagh in the next round of the
qualifiers. If there were “Oscar’s” given out for nail biting finishes well then Mayo would have
a cabinet full of them. The game against Armagh went right down to the wire with Mayo
winning by 1-15 to 2-13. Indeed Armagh had a free with the last kick of the game to draw
level but thankfully the ball drifted wide. Cillian O’Connor made his long awaited return in a
Mayo jersey and weighed in with two vital scores towards the end of the game to give us
some breathing space entering the final moments of the game. Armagh weren’t finished and
two late points deep in injury time meant that only a point separated the sides. We were all
glad when Maurice Deegan blew the final whistle and Mayo marched on to the next round of
the qualifiers. One worrying sight during the game was Lee Keegan being helped off the field
by our medical team after suffering what appeared to be a very serious ankle injury.

Next up in the qualifiers was a trip to the Gaelic Grounds in Limerick to take on our old rivals
Galway. Mayo supporters travelled to Limerick in their thousands with everyone wondering
what Mayo team would turn up. Mayo started with ferocious intent and were two points up
in a matter of minutes. A poor kick out by the Galway goalkeeper led to James Carr scoring
his first goal and Mayo were 5 points up within 6 minutes. Galway then scored two points
when Mayo rattled their net for a second time. James Carr collected the ball out on the
sideline near the 45 metre line. James then proceeded to dance his way through the Galway
defence before unleashing an unstoppable shot into the roof of the net. It had both Mayo and
Galway supporters standing to their feet applauding the brilliance of James Carr. Mayo led by
2-7 to 7 points at the break. Galway as expected came out fighting in the second half as Mayo
seemed to take their foot slightly off the pedal. Galway were awarded a penalty but Liam
Silke’s shot was brilliantly saved by David Clarke.
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Mayo gathered themselves and finished the game strongly to win the game by 2-13 to 1-13.
Mayo supporters, management and players breathed a collective sigh of relief at the final
whistle. A huge plus from the game was the return of Lee Keegan after his ankle injury in the
Armagh game, his return was greeted by an almighty cheer from the Mayo supporters.

Mayo had qualified for the “Super 8’s” in a group that included Kerry, Meath and Donegal. It
would mean a trip to Killarney for Round 1, a trip to Croker to face Meath in Round 2 and a
Round 3 home tie against Donegal.

Mayo travelled to Killarney for another tilt at Kerry in Round 1 of the “Super 8’s”. A capacity
crowd squeezed into Fitzgerald Stadium, on a day when the weather reached sweltering
degrees. The weather was about the only thing that was good from a Mayo perspective on
the day. Kerry began the game with real intensity that Mayo just couldn’t match no matter
how hard they tried. Kerry were 9 points to the good at half time, a lead they would not
surrender. Mayo did manage to get into the game more in the second half, but this can be
contributed to the fact that Kerry had eased their foot off the gas. Mayo to their credit did
keep trying to the end but they were never a match for a rampant Kerry outfit who ran out
comfortable winners by 1-22 to 15 points

Round 2 saw us travel to the Capital to take on Meath in Croke Park. This was not a game that
many will want to remember. Granted it was Mayo’s first win in the ”Super 8’s” but our
performance left a lot to be desired. A combination of poor shot selection and poor handling
meant that Mayo did not pull away from their opponents until the final quarter. Meath more
than held their own against a tired looking Mayo outfit who were playing their 5th
Championship game in 29 days. The teams were level on no less than 6 occasions and in fact
in the 53rd minute Meath were 12 points to eleven front and an upset was clearly on the cards.
The penny suddenly seemed to drop with Mayo and they put in a strong final quarter during
which they scored two goals courtesy of Kevin McLoughlin and Cillian O’Connor. Mayo
eventually won on a scoreline of 2-17 to 14 points. Next up was a do or die game against
Donegal.
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The final round of games in the “Super 8’s” saw Mayo welcome Donegal to McHale Park. The
game was more intriguing due to the fact that our former Manager was now a selector with
Donegal. I personally was delighted that Stephen received a good welcome from the home
supporters. Many people wondered if Stephen knew too much about the Mayo players and
would it influence the outcome of the game. This game was billed as a winner take all and it
certainly lived up to it’s billing. Over 27 thousand packed into McHale for this crunch game
and the fans were not going to be disappointed. News spread around the ground that Tom
Parsons was in the 26 and the roar he got when he went to warm up I’m sure could be heard
from the moon. Donegal got off to a flying start and were 2 points up in a matter of minutes.
Fionn McDonagh and Colm Boyle put in huge hits on Michael Murphy and Paddy McBrearty
which seemed to lift Mayo and set the tone of the game. Mayo were immense for the
remainder of the game with Paddy Durcan curtailing Ryan McHugh and Lee Keegan having
the measure of Michael Murphy. Mayo led by 1-7 to 4 points at half time thanks to a Cillian
O’Connor goal in the 28th minute. Donegal came out fighting in the second half and had
reduced the score to 1-9 to 1-8 thanks to a Michael Murphy penalty which was dubious to say
the least. Mayo outscored Donegal by 5 points to 2 in the closing stages and won the game
on a scoreline of 1-14 to 1-10. It was a wonderful performance by Mayo and one that will live
long in the memory. The only down side to the game was the serious injury to Jason Doherty.
Next up for Mayo was an All-Ireland semi-final clash with the Dub’s.

Saturday August the 10th would see us travel to Croke Park to take on the mighty Dub’s. This
was certainly a game of two halves. Mayo led, and rightly so by 2 points at half time with
many Mayo supporters dreaming of this being the day that we beat the Dub’s and stop their
drive for 5. The dream was short lived as Dublin outscored Mayo by 3-8 to 1-2 in the second
half. Mayo played their best football of the Championship in that first half and asked some
serious questions of the Dublin team. Paddy Durcan put in a superb 70 minutes and curtailed
Jack McCaffrey. That performance would inevitably lead to Paddy picking up his first All-star
award. At the start of the second half Dublin tore into Mayo and in those first 11 minutes of
the half had put an unanswered 2-6 past Mayo. No team in the Country could live with that
onslaught. Mayo to their credit kept plugging away but could only manage another 1-2.
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The only highlight of the game was the introduction of Tom Parsons as a substitute late in the
game, the cheer that greeted him raised the roof as both sets of supporters welcomed Tom
back to the playing field after a near career ending injury. I would like to thank James Horan
and his backroom team for all the work they have put in during the year. Since our exit from
the Championship Andy Moran, Ger Cafferkey, David Drake and Evan Regan have retired from
Inter County football. I would like to thank all four of them for their services to Mayo.

What can be said about this Dublin team.
Surely they are the greatest team of all time, Mayo have been very unfortunate to have come
up against such a powerful unit in recent times. I wish to extend my warmest congratulations
to the Dublin team and their Management on winning 5 All-Ireland titles in a row, I doubt we
will see the likes of them again.

Junior Team

The Mayo Juniors started training once per week in February 2019. The approach of the Junior
Management ensured there was little or no impact on club training schedules and fixtures
which was to be commended. This worked well. The Junior Championship campaign kicked
off on Saturday 25th May as the curtain raiser for the Mayo V Roscommon Senior
Championship game. The game was a close contest but with 20minutes remaining the Mayo
team edged out the young Leitrim side to come out eventual winners and set up a Connaught
Final with neighbours Galway.

The Final in Pearse Stadium was almost a copy of the same fixture in 2018, where the Mayo
team were slow to start and fell behind but rallied in the second half to end up losing out by
a single point. I would like to thank the Junior Management team and players for their hard
work during the year. As was the case in 2018 the Junior team Management instilled a sense
of Club comes first ideology into the panel which is again to be applauded. It’s a pity that all
team Managements can’t do the same with all County panels. They continued to use their
own Club tops while attending training and used their own cars to attend games and training
meaning there was very little cost to the Board. I want to thank Jarlath Trench and his
backroom team for the work they did with the Junior’s in 2019.
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U-20’s

The Mayo U20’s had a very challenging and enjoyable year as a group in 2019. The players
committed fully and put in a huge effort all year and should be commended for this. The year
allowed the further development of many young Mayo footballers and it is hoped that many
of these fine young men will make their way in to the Mayo Senior squad in 2020 and in the
years to come. The year ended on a disappointing note, with defeat to Galway in the
Connacht Final. This defeat, however, should not overshadow the work that the players put
in and the great strides that were made. The management team would like to highly
commend the players for their effort and dedication and wish them every success in the
future. I want to thank Mike Solan and his backroom for their efforts during the year.

Hurling

Our Senior Hurlers commenced their Division 2A League campaign with a hard fought draw
against Meath. This was the first National Hurling League game to be played in the Adrian
Freeman Memorial Park and how fitting it was that Cathal Freeman (Adrian’s brother) would
conjure up the score that would level the game. Mayo travelled to London only for the game
to be called off at the last minute due to a water logged pitch, which left the Mayo
Management and players very annoyed. Mayo made the long trip to Kerry for Round 3 of the
League but were well beaten on a scoreline of 3-18 to 9 points. Round 4 of the League saw
Mayo welcome Antrim to James Stephens Park Ballina and again were beaten by 5-18 to 13
points. Mayo were certainly finding life difficult in Division 2 A. Mayo travelled to Cusack Park
in Mullingar to take on Westmeath in Round 5 of the League. This was a game in which Mayo
played their best Hurling of the campaign and really put it up to the League leaders. The final
score of 2-12 to 6 points certainly flattered Westmeath. Next up for Mayo was a return to
Ruislip to take on London in the rearranged fixture. Mayo knew they had to win the game to
retain their Division 2 A status for 2020.
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In the Nicky Rackard Championship Mayo hoped to redeem themselves from their dismal
League campaign. Mayo opened their account in the competition when they travelled to
Omagh to take on Tyrone. Mayo went into the game as favourites and were expected to come
away with a victory, however as in the League Mayo’s performance did not live up to
expectations and Tyrone won by 1-15 to 15 points. This defeat would leave Mayo with a
mountain to climb if they wished to progress in the competition. Mayo welcomed Louth to
McHale Park for Round 2. Mayo turned in a splendid display to overcome Louth on a scoreline
of 3-23 to 1-13. It was a welcome return to form for Mayo who had now put themselves right
back in the mix in the competition. Mayo travelled to the Sligo Centre of Excellence in Scarden
to take on Sligo in a game that Mayo knew they had to win to progress. Sligo raced into an
early lead and led by 2-13 to 7 points at half time. Mayo, to their credit, came out fighting in
the second half and limited Sligo to 3 points while scoring 1-12 themselves to leave both sides
deadlocked on a scoreline of 2-16 to 1-19. Mayo’s Hurling exploits for 2019 were at an end as
Sligo qualified for the semi-final. I wish to thank Derek Walsh, his Management team and the
players for all their efforts during 2019.

On the Club scene Tooreen won their third County title on the trot. Everyone had expected
Ballyhaunis and Tooreen to face each other in the County Final. Castlebar Mitchels upset the
odds by beating Ballyhaunis in the semi-final and earned the right to take Tooreen in the final.
Castlebar Manager Denis Egan deserves great credit in preparing his charges and they
certainly put it up to Tooreen. Tooreen won the game by three points and would go on to
capture the Connacht Intermediate title, beating Galway Champions Kinvara in the final. Well
done to all involved.
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County Competitions

Our Senior and Intermediate Club Championships commenced in early April.
As was the case in 2018 Clubs would have to wait until the end of August to resume the
Championship. Ballintubber were the reigning Champions and would fight hard to retain their
title. A few shocks were in store, Ballina Stephenites overcame a fancied Breaffy team in the
quarter final and Ballaghaderreen overcame Castlebar Mitchels in a thrilling semi-final.
Ballintubber beat Ballina in the other semi-final to set up final with Ballaghaderreen.
Ballintubber came out on top in a close final by 1-14 to 1-11. Ballintubber were beaten by
Corofin in the Connacht semi-final Hollymount/Carramore were relegated to the
Intermediate Championship for 2020.

The Intermediate Championship was equally as exciting as the Senior. The semi-final pairings
saw Burrishoole go up against Ballyhaunis while The Neale pitted themselves against
Louisburgh. The final would see Ballyhaunis do battle with The Neale, and what a battle it
was right down to the wire. Sean Cosgrove was the hero for The Neale as he scored the
winning point in the 73rd minute to leave them 1-12 to 1-11ahead. This was a first ever
Intermediate Championship for The Neale and the celebrations afterwards were a testament
to that. The Neale qualified for the Connacht Final where they played the Galway champions
Oughterard. The Galway outfit put in a strong second half display and ran out easy winners
on a score of 1-16 to 11 points. Shrule/Glencorrib were relegated to the Junior ranks for 2020.

The Junior A Championship got underway in April and culminated with Castlebar Mitchels B
beating a fancied Kilmaine team in the final on a score of 14 points to 11. Kilmaine would go
on to represent Mayo in the Connacht Club Championship. They qualified for the final where
they played the Sligo champions St Michaels. This contest proved to be one sided as Kilmaine
won on a scoreline of 5-17 to 3 points. Charlestown Sarsfields B were relegated to the Junior
B Championship for 2020. Eastern Gaels took the honours in the Junior B Championship
beating Crossmolina Deel Rovers B on a scoreline of 3-11 to 1-10. This was Eastern Gaels first
ever County title outside of the underage ranks. Parke/Keelogues/Crimlin B won the C
Championship beating Burrishoole B in the final by 2-7 to 1-7.
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The League competition kicked off towards the end of March. Starred rounds were still
causing trouble for some Clubs. Knockmore won the Division 1 League title, Charlestown
Sarsfields won Division 2, The Neale completed a League and Championship double by
winning Division 3, Ardagh won Division 4, special mention must go to Ballycroy who won
Division 5 thereby claiming their first ever County title in their 130 year history and Breaffy B
took the Division 6 crown.

Claremorris won the County Cup beating Louisburgh by 2-15 to 2-14. Both teams received
bye’s in their respective semi-finals which was most disappointing.
Knockmore won the Michael Walsh Senior League with Kiltimagh taking the Intermediate
Honours and Cill Chomain taking the Junior title after a penalty shoot out with Kilmeena after
both teams were level at full time.

Comortás Péil na Gaeltachta
Kiltane hosted this year’s competition over St Patrick’s weekend in March. Kiltane won the
Senior Final beating their near neighbours Beal an Mhuirthead 2-11 to 1-13. Cill Chomain
overcame Ballycastle in the Junior final by 3-13 to 1-7. I wish to convey my gratitude to the
organising committee and Kiltane GAA Club for hosting the event.

Bord na nÓg
I will not go into too much detail in relation to Bord na nÓg as both Con and Ronan have
comprehensive reports in this booklet. The completion rate in Bord na nÓg fixtures of 95%
for Minor League and 89% for Minor Championship, 94% at U-16, 83% at U-15 , 90% at U-14,
93% at U-13 and 89% at U-12 is astonishing and is down to the hard work of the committee.
The U-17’s collected their first Connacht title and reached an All-Ireland semi-final losing out
to eventual Champions Cork. The U-16’s competed in both the Ted Webb Final and Shield
Final
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Féile
Connacht hosted the Féile Football Competition this year and again it was a wonderful
success. Congratulations to all clubs who took part and also those who hosted games. It was
a truly memorable weekend and the fact that the COE is available adds to the experience.
Well done to our own John Hopkins (Connacht PRO) who headed up the event along with his
hard working committee.
Connacht Colleges
The Connacht Colleges A Final was contested between two Mayo Schools, St Geralds
Castlebar and St Colman’s Claremorris after they had defeated Rice College and St Jarlath’s
respectively. Considering the weather conditions both St Gerald’s and St Colman’s produced
a thrilling game of football in the final in McHale Park with the Claremorris School winning by
the narrowest of margins 15 points to 1-11. St Colman’s lost to St Michael’s of Enniskillen in
the All-Ireland semi-final on a scoreline of 2-13 to 1-10. St Geralds won the Senior A League,
St Muredach’s College, Ballina won the Senior B League and St Joseph’s of Foxford won the
Senior C League.
I would like to thank all of the Clubs who made their grounds available to schools to play their
games.
Scór
The All-Ireland Senior Scór was held in the Travellers Friend Hotel in Castlebar earlier on in
the year. Three Clubs from Mayo represented the County at the Senior Scór finals, Aghamore,
Achill and Claremorris. Aghamore retained their Set dancing title which was a great
achievement. I wish to thank all the volunteers that helped out in the T.F. for the Scór finals.
Scór na bPaistí continues to flourish within the County, thanks to all the Clubs that take part.
Scór is continuing to struggle in Mayo particularly in the Northern part of the County and
maybe if Clubs participation in Scór was a condition of the “rebate system” perhaps there
would be more involvement.
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Sub Committees
The CCC headed up by Seamus Tuohy, continue to organise all of the fixtures that take place
within the County. It is never an easy task trying to juggle fixtures around our Senior
Footballers and Hurlers. There were many late nights in McHale sorting out fixtures, referees
and venues not to mention discipline issues. The League and Championship ran more or less
as scheduled and this can be attributed to the hard working committee. The U-21 competition
continues to stutter along and the timing and format of this competition will have to be
looked at for 2020. There are proposals going before Convention in relation to the Junior
Championship and I would ask delegates to consider them carefully as I believe if they are
carried it will lead to a better Championship. Careful thought will also have to be given to the
age grades at underage level, do we leave them as they are or change them to 13, 15 and 17
Thanks to Seamus and his Committee for all their work throughout the year. I also wish to
thank the Hearings Committee under Chairman Mattie Joe Connolly and Secretary Tod
O’Mahony who are always available, sometimes at very short notice, to adjudicate on
matters.
Our Coaching Officer Liam Moffatt continues to do tremendous work in the area of player
welfare and development. A considerable effort was carried out to attain club coaching
feedback in 2019. In response to this a club to academy coaching policy was formulated and
it is hoped that this will improve communication and integration between club and academy
in 2020. There were outstanding numbers attending our Cúl Camps again this year, with fifty
Cúl Camps taking place over the course of the summer. In 2019 there was a coach education
course held with participants receiving coaching certificates. A significant amount of hurling
development is occurring at many levels including academy teams, coach education, skills
competitions, wheelchair hurling, summer camps and with the upcoming hurling review
further opportunities may present themselves to further develop this game. Mayo GAA
handball had a very successful year across singles, doubles, one wall competitions and
regional and national levels. I wish to thank Liam for all the work he has put in over the last
12 months. I also wish to thank Billy McNicholas and his Coaching staff for all the work they
do with Clubs and Schools around the County.
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Our PRO, Paul Cunnane, continues to keep the Mayo faithful up to date with team news
fixtures and upcoming events through our social media outlets. Mayo GAA T.V. continues to
go from strength to strength and we are indebted to Paul and his hard working backroom
team for the service they provide. In excess of 4 and a half thousand people tuned into our
Championship games this year. Thanks again to Paul and his committee for a job well done.
Gerry Burke and Paddy McNicholas are our Connacht Council representatives and I thank
them for their work through the year. Sean MacÉil is our Central Council delegate and he
keeps us up to date with what’s going on in Croke Park.
Our Development Officer Willie Kelly and his Committee have assisted Clubs around the
County with their grant applications to Connacht Council and also on measures on how to
improve ground safety. I thank Willie and his committee for their work throughout the year.
Vincent Neary is our Childrens Officer and he has worked with Clubs on the implementation
of the Code of Practice in relation to underage players. I Thank Vincent for all his work in 2019
as a lot of his work goes unnoticed.
Our referee’s coordinator Sean MacÉil does an enormous amount of work in organising
referee’s and sideline Officials for games. I thank Sean for all the work he does.
Bord na nÓg, under the stewardship of Chairman Con Moynihan and Secretary Ronan Kirrane,
continues to go from strength to strength. I want to thank the two lads but also the committee
who do trojan work in keeping the show on the road.
Our Health and Wellbeing committee continue to do some very important work throughout
the County. Seamus Tuohy,Sean MacÉil and Con Moynihan head up a very hard working
committee and they are to be commended for the tremendous work they do.
Finance is the one department which is the hardest to run. I want to thank our Treasurer,
Kevin O’Toole, for all the work he has done to keep the County financially afloat. Kevin puts
in many hours per week often late into the night to get players expenses out in time. Thank
you again Kevin for a job well done.
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Congress 2019
Congress, this year, was held in Wexford and was largely uneventful. It was held on the same
weekend that we played Dublin in Croke Park. It still baffles me that National League games
are held on Congress weekend. The weekend previous was a free weekend and would have
been more suitable.
Cúl Camps
As was the case in previous years we had outstanding numbers attending our Cúl Camps in
2019. Fifty Cúl Camps took place over the course of the summer with 6,978 children involved.
These camps don’t just happen, there is months of preparation .done so the camps run
smoothly. Each Coach is Garda Vetted. I would like to thank the Clubs that hosted Cúl Camps
this year and I also wish to place on record my thanks to the Camp Coordinators and Coaches.

Stewards
Our stewards, under the watchful eye of Gerry Burke, continue to give of their time to ensure
that all games in McHale Park run smoothly and without incident. I thank each and every one
of them for the giving of their time. Gerry is always on the lookout for new stewards so I
would encourage each Club to nominate people that would be interested in helping out,
training will be provided for new recruits.

Sponsorship
Elvery’s continue to be our main sponsor and I want to thank Pat Rowland and his staff for all
their help. I wish to thank all our sponsors whose financial support throughout the year is
invaluable to the County Board. Arivo sponsor the Senior Football Championship, Eddie Egan
Jewellers sponsor our Intermediate Championship while Breaffy House Hotel sponsor our
Junior Championship. Homeland sponsor our Bord na nÓg competitions and we are indebted
to them for that. Smyth’s Toys, and O’Neills have kindly continued to lend financial support.
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Training Centre
The Training Centre at Lough Lannagh has not progressed as we would have hoped. It has
been delayed for environmental issues, hopefully these will be resolved in the near future
and we can get on with the business of building our Centre of Excellence. The project is very
much alive contrary to recent comments by individuals.

Mayo International Supporters Foundation
As stated earlier in this report, Mayo GAA found itself in the media for all the wrong reasons.
A dispute arose between the foundation and Mayo GAA. I would like at this stage to thank
Tim O’Leary, Heather Blond and members of the foundation for organising the Gala Dinner in
New York on the Friday night prior to the game. I would also like to thank the people who
donated so generously at the auction on the night. The foundation agreed to pay for the
training camp at Rocklands GAA Club and I wish to thank the members of that Club for making
their facilities available to us.

Tim O’Leary donated €150,000 to Mayo GAA in 2018 and this was put to use by the Board, I
wish to thank Tim O’Leary for his donation. That is the only money that Mayo GAA have
received for either O’Leary or the foundation. Mayo have never asked for any other money
from O’Leary or the foundation. I am not going to go over all of the articles that have appeared
in the newspapers, but it is disappointing that individuals used the media to tell their side of
the story a story that was not entirely correct. Any money raised on behalf of Mayo GAA must
come under the umbrella of Cairde Maigheo. The correct manner to sort out the breakdown
in the relationship is around a table and at the time of going to press it is hoped that both
sides will enter into a mediation process so that all sides can move on.
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Bereavements
I would like to express my sympathy to all those who lost loved ones during the year. We also
lost people who had played for Mayo down through the years, our prayers and thoughts are
with their families at this time.

Conclusion
As we approach to end of 2019 Mayo GAA can look back on a successful year. Our Senior team
exceeded all expectations on winning the National League Division 1 title while also reaching
the All-Ireland semi-final. Our U-17 team won a Connacht title and reached the All-Ireland
semi-final beating Dublin along the way. All of our other County teams acquitted themselves
well on the field of play. We can all look forward to 2020 with a degree of expectation that
we will be once again challenging for major honours.

To the media, Western People, Connaught Telegraph and Mayo News I thank you most
sincerely for your coverage of our games during the year. I wish to thank

Mid-West Radio

for their continued broadcasting of our games throughout the year. I would also like to thank
An Garda Siochana, Murray Ambulance and the Order of Malta who provide a valuable service
on match days not only in McHale Park but throughout the County.

I would like to thank my fellow Officers of the Board, Chairman Mike Connolly, vice-Chairman
Seamus Tuohy who also chairs the CCC, Treasurer Kevin O’Toole, and our PRO Paul Cunnane.
There will be changes at Club and Divisional level again this year. To the people who are
leaving Office I say a big thank you for your help and support over the past twelve months
and I do hope that many of you will continue to be involved in some way with the Association.

There will also be changes with the Officers of the Board. Mike Connolly has come to the end
of his five year term as Cathaoirleach and has to step down. I would like to thank Mike for his
friendship but also for the tremendous work he has done on behalf of the Board over the past
five years. Mike has been instrumental in changing our approach to coaching within the
County.
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There are now many past players involved with our academy teams which all bodes well for
the future. Mike has also been to the forefront with the Lough Lannagh project and hopefully
we will see that development commence in the near future.

Sponsorship and fundraising has always been to the forefront of Mikes thoughts and this has
led to the appointment of Tom O’Reilly as our Commercial Manager. Mike has given many
years of devoted service to Mayo GAA and we are indebted to him. I would also pay tribute
to Mike’s wife Ann and his family for allowing him to be involved with the County. I do hope
that Mike continues to be involved with the GAA in some shape or form. Kevin O’Toole is
stepping down as Treasurer of the Board at Convention.

Kevin has done a tremendous job over the past number of years as Treasurer. Kevin has
increased our sponsorship, managed to get a reduction in our repayments to Croke Park
which was not an easy thing to do. During Kevin’s time as Treasurer Clubs have also benefitted
with rebates on Championship gates, County Board Development draw and Cúl Camps. Kevin
has put in many many late nights both at home and in McHale Park keeping our finances up
to date and ensuring players and mentors get paid. Kevin’s expertise will be sorely missed
around the County Board table. We did not always see eye to eye on matters but we always
had the interests of Mayo GAA at heart.

I thank Kevin for his friendship and his services to Mayo GAA. I also would like to thank Kevin’s
wife Cathy and his family and I’m sure they will be delighted to have him back so he can
concentrate on his pride and joy which, his grandchildren.

Sean MacÉil, Gerry Burke and Paddy McNicholas are our Central and Connacht Council
delegates respectively they have all reached the end of their terms in office and are standing
down. I would like to thank all three of them for the work they have done on our behalf. As
our Cultural Officer.
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James Gibbons, comes to the end of his 5 year term I want to thank him for all the work he
has done in promoting not only Scór but also the use of the Irish Language. The Cultural Officer
role is one of the most thankless jobs on the Board and whoever succeeds James will have a
huge job on their hands. Eugene Connolly is stepping down as Secretary to the Hurling Board.
I would like to thank Eugene for all the work he has done on behalf of the Hurling Board and
also as a member of the CCC. To all of those who are contesting elections, I wish you all the
best of luck and thank you for allowing your names to go before Convention.

It’s always easy for people to sit on the fence and criticise the Officers of the Board but why
don’t these people put their names forward for a “job” but no it’s easier to sit behind a
faceless account on social media using a pseudo name. People must remember that the
Officers carry out their duties in a voluntary capacity and while we don’t always do things
right we do do our best for Mayo GAA.

I wish to thank Phil Heneghan, our groundsman who always has our main pitch in McHale
Park in tip top condition. To John Prenty, the staff at the Connacht Council Office and the staff
in Croke Park I wish to thank you all for the help you have given me during the year. Finally to
our Administrator, Michael Cummins, I thank you for all you do for Mayo GAA, you really do
go way beyond what you should be doing. You work away in the background and help both
Clubs and individuals with whatever queries they might have. We here in Mayo GAA are
eternally indebted to you Michael.

If I have left anybody out I sincerely apologise.

I want to wish you all a healthy and prosperous 2020 and let’s hope it’s a good one for Mayo
GAA both on and off the field.

Mile buiochas,
Diarmúid dé Buitléir Runaí
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Competitions Controls Committee Report
Introduction

May I first start off this report by thanking each one of you who have supported me in my
role over the last 5 years. As some of you may know my term as CCC Chairperson is over
after 5 years in the chair. Along this journey I have had the opportunity to meet fantastic
people, great people in clubs who are doing fantastic work for their communities. If we had
differences of opinion, they were debated and the outcome was always in the best interest
of both club and County. Personally, over the last 5 years it’s been a privilege have been
given the opportunity along with you to develop our wonderful Association. But without your
respect, trust and integrity this would not have been possible for me and my family that is
what been most important.
Seamus Tuohy

Overview

To start my report for 2019, a number of events immediately come to mind! Ballintubber
winning their 5th County Senior title in 10 years, the Neale Club winning their second Adult
title and 1st ever Intermediate title, Eastern Gaels winning 1st Adult Title in the history of the
Club in 35 years, Ballycroy winning their first title in 130 years of existence, all huge
achievements by clubs in their own right and mighty congratulations to every one of those
clubs. Our rural clubs who often struggle for their existence sometimes plagued by
emigration for generations and in recent time’s migration to the bigger cities. Watching
clubs achieve their dream brings the true value of the GAA.
Debate still goes on in all counties looking for the correct fixture format, still dissatisfaction
within a number of counties with the running of club fixtures in particular.
Within Mayo we were faced with the back door situation after our loss to Roscommon in
May of this year, we faced testing trips to Down on the 22 nd June, home to Armagh on the
29th June, in round 4 v Galway in the Gaelic Park Limerick on the 6th July. This successful
back door journey brought us to the super 8’s starting with an away trip to Killarney to Kerry
on the 14th July, followed by a trip to Croke park on Saturday 21st July against Meath. Our
Final game in MacHale Park probably the biggest championship game in 2019 brought a
capacity crowd to this game of the super 8’s against Donegal with winners taking all. A trip
to Croke Park the ultimate prize playing the Dubs in an all-Ireland Semi Final. Thankfully
success brought us to Croke Park in great numbers but marked our final championship game
in the 2019 championship.
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What did this journey do for club football you may ask, during this period we ran with
Michael Walsh Games , round 2 of the Junior Championship ( incomplete) Junior leagues ,
and 1 round of Senior leagues , was that sufficient for clubs ! I would say no,
But change has started, an all exclusive junior championship must bring pluses for our
fixture calendar, playing the U/20 inter county championship in January and February must
help clubs.
Playing our own U/21 championship in July must be given its adequate time to re-access.
We must be cognisant that our clubs are the nursery grounds for all our Inter County Players
and must be treated with respect.

Counties again differ in opinion, some believe that they have the right domestic fixture
calendar to address the needs of their clubs and club players and to maximize the
performance of their respective inter county squads; others will argue that the new super 8
structure has not done anything for the club player. In my opinion the club player should be
at the centre of all conversations and be represented as such.
This time last year I indicated in our calendar for 2019, our focus was on reaching the super
8’s and if that was not achieved this calendar schedule would remain until semi-final stage.
We exited championship on the 10th August 2019 and we stuck to our dates as scheduled
with the exception of one round of leagues in on the 22 nd 23rd June where we took the long
Journey to Down on the Saturday and played our Junior Championship on the Sunday of the
23rd June 2019.
Finally, we must endeavour to get to a situation where we guarantee our players games as
scheduled in our calendar. We must recognise that the club players have similar rights to
inter county players.
Player Welfare:
Player Welfare is an important part of our games; we have made positive steps in this
respect.
Injury prevention and recovery continues to be addressed throughout the organisation, this
requires protection within our Official GAA Guide, we all have a duty to advocate player
welfare, and we must give full recognition to both our club players and County players as a
core element of our organisation.
The fixture calendar played it’s part as it gives our club players the last two weeks of July off
and all our domestic fixtures are played by the last week of November giving our players an
opportunity of two months down time.
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Again this year’s review propose further positive steps including bringing forward the two
week break, finishing our leagues before start of championship and finally a proposed
exclusive Junior Championship.
Again I am suggesting on all calendar schedules that December be a month of downtime
and rest for all players, we have reached this point which can be augmented by running the
preliminary rounds of the U/ 21/20 in the month of July as proposed by review committee in
October 2019.
Having been involved with adult fixtures over the last 5 years, in my opinion we need to take
serious steps towards implementing a schedule for the club players to ensure Club All
Irelands are played within the same calendar year. The Health and wellbeing of our players
must be foremost.

Discipline:
Thankfully incidents were were isolated throughout 2019 in Mayo GAA, occasionally we
witnessed a few flash points of indiscipline. Thankfully incidents are not reflective of our
games within this County and collectively we are working well in protecting our games.
We should be cognisant at all our games that we as players, managers and parents are role
models for children in GAA and we must all live up to the principles of the Give Respect –
Get Respect initiative.
Again one issue from time to time concerns me is the sight of crowded side-lines, it can be a
contributory factor to unwanted incidents, again our own Central Competitions Control
Committee (CCCC) is mindful of the GAA Give Respect Get Respect campaign and have
drawn up our own Regulations for the benefit of all stakeholders – players, referees, team
management, officials, media, members and spectators. This has helped all to minimize the
risk of this type of incident in our championships and maybe time may have arrived to
ensure that this common practice in all our games.
Leagues 2019
It was another great year for leagues within the County with most completed by midOctober 2019. Over 340 games were played.
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Congrats to all winners:
Division 1 : Knockmore , Runners up : Castlebar Mitchell’s , ,
Division 2 Charlestown Sarsfields , Runners up Kiltane ,
Division 3 : Neale , Runners up Mayo Gaels ,
Division 4 : Ardagh , Runners up Cill Chomain ,
Division 5 : Ballycroy, Runners up Louisburgh B,
Division 6: Breaffy B , Runners up Moygonagh
Championships
Our Championship in all grades went very well, we had over 166 games in all Adult Grades,

Championship Calendar:
Senior and intermediate championships began with Round 1 on weekend of 13th and 14th
April 2019 and resumed again on the weekend 24th and 25th August 2019 running smoothly
every 2 weeks to a closure on Saturday the 19th October 2019. Again, it was a fantastic
occasion with a fine crowd.
Congratulations to our Senior Champions Ballintubber defeating Ballaghaderreen in the
final, their 5th title in the last 10 years having reached 7 finals, a remarkable achievement for
this rural club.
To the Neale Club who are the County Intermediate winners for 2019 beating Ballyhaunis in
the final after a great tussle. Fantastic achievement by this south Mayo Club winning their
2nd Adult title and 1st ever intermediate final.
Our Junior Championship commenced on weekend of the 20th and 21st of April 2019 ,
second round on 18th and 19th of May 19 , 3rd round completed on weekend the 21st and
22nd August of 2019, quarter finals 7th and 8th of September 2019 ,semi-finals on the 21st and
22nd of September 2019 and Final on Sunday the 13th October 2019.
Castlebar Mitchell’s B won the junior A Champions by beating Kilmaine in the final after a
fine game,
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Junior B winners Eastern Gaels, their 1st senior title in the 35 history of the club beating
Crossmolina B in the final, a great year for the Eastern Gaels club who had a great year in
both underage football and senior level.
Parke Keelogues Crimlin B captured the Junior C Championship beating Burrishoole B in the
final.
Those junior finals were again fantastic occasions and to be present and witness what it
meant for those clubs, players and supporters brought home to me and many others the
real value of the GAA in our local parishes.
Connaught Club Championship:
Well done to all 3 teams who represented both the club and County in the Connaught club
Championship , Ballintubber who went down narrowly to Corofin in the Senior Semi Final ,
Neale who lost out to their neighbours Oughterard of Galway , two clubs separated by 8
miles of water across Lough Corrib.
Kilmaine runners up in the County Junior Championship who took the place of Castlebar
Mitchel’s Junior team in representing our County , beating St Michael’s of Sligo in the final
in MacHale Park rather convincing and now will go on to play the Munster Champions in the
1st Weekend of January 2020. A huge achievement for this team after losing their County
Final, great credit to all involved in the club and I have no doubt will have the support of the
County behind them as they embark on the All Ireland series.

Respect Initiative:
Well done to all teams who played their part in the handshake with Officials and opponents
in all our County Finals. It is a big part of our games where respect must be maintained at all
levels within the organisation, we must continue to promote it at all levels from underage ,
nursery and go game level to the most senior level of our competitions.

Secondary Leagues:
Michael Walsh competitions went well for a number of clubs, at senior level we had 21
games but unfortunately, we had a third of the games with concessions.
Knockmore were over all winners beating Claremorris in the final in Charlestown GAA
grounds.
In the Michael Walsh Intermediate we had 31 games with again 7 concessions, over all
winners Kiltimagh after extra time in the final against Ardnaree in MacHale Park.
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Michael Walsh Junior, we ran for the first time, we had 12 teams,26 games and 8
concessions. Cill Chomain the eventual winners after beating Kilmeena in the final after
extra time and a penalty shootout on a cold Sunday morning in the Knockmore GAA grounds
in early November .
In the County Cup, disappointment here with concessions in both semi-finals which should
not have happened in the closing stage of any competition but again an exciting final with
Claremorris the winners , beating Louisburgh in the final after scoring a goal in the final
minutes to win by a point.
Mayo Hurling:
Genfit Senior Hurling League: Four teams participated-Ballyhaunis , Castlebar, Tooreen,
Westport.
The competition was played in April/May and in the A Final Tooreen beat Ballyhaunis and in
the B Final Castlebar beat Westport.
Senior Hurling Championship:4 teams participatedBallyhaunis,Castlebar,Tooreen,Westport.
The competition is played on a round robin basis and the top team Tooreen going straight to
the final. Second and third placed teams Ballyhaunis and Castlebar played in the semi-final.
Castlebar qualified for their first county final in 21 years. The county final was played in
Elverys McHale Park for the first time in in a number of years. In an exciting and close match
Tooreen won by 2 points.
In the B final Westport defeated Ballyhaunis
U21 Hurling Championship:2 teams participated Tooreen and Westport. The final was
played on the 28th September and Tooreen were winners by 3 points.
Connaught Intermediate Hurling Final : A huge congratulations to the Tooreen Club winning
their second Connaught title in 3 years beating Kinvara of Galway in the Final on Sunday
17th November 2019 in Athleague . A fantastic achievement by this small rural club in east
Mayo. They are wished every success as they embark on the All Ireland series representing
their Club, County and Province.
Refereeing:
I would like to thank the referees for their support during the year. Without your dedication
and time, we would not be able to fulfil games. Your professionalism and support to our
county is very much appreciated by all members within our organisation
To Sean Maceil and Michael Daly, a lot of work has gone into recruiting and training referees
within this County. We have taken positive steps in the last number of years in this area .
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Mac Hale Park and the Grounds Committee:
I would like to thank MacHale Park staff for their work and support namely Michael
Cummins our Administrator who does a huge amount of work and an invaluable support to
a number of committees.
Gerry Burke for all his organising of stewards for all our games in MacHale Park and his work
as chair of the grounds committee. To Willie Kelly Kilmeena, Development Officer and his
support toward Clubs and the upkeep and development of MacHale Park.
A special word also to Phil and Darren Heneghan, Michael Prendergast for their ongoing
dedication to MacHale Park and the number of hours in keeping our facilities in tip top
shape.
I would also like to thank Paraic Murray and his paramedical staff, who were present at all
of our games in MacHale Park, a service that is critical in today’s game, thanks also to the
Order of Malta for their assistance when called upon. Thanks to both James Rocke, Event
Controller for all our big events in MacHale Park and Gerry Henry, Health and Safety Rep,
again both vital requirements in today’s games.

Executive Members :
To all our County board officers a big thank you for your ongoing support, honesty and your
availability when I called on you, your support and commitment was always their. Our
board worked tirelessly throughout the year with our CCC committee in the promotion,
development and scheduling of our games in this County, it goes without saying that every
one of them deserve your appreciation for their time and effort over the last 12 months.
Mike our Chairperson and Kevin our treasurer are stepping down at this convention, both
have been great servants to Mayo GAA , I have no doubt they will both continue to support
Mayo GAA
As vice chairperson of the board I would like to thank them both along with Ger McHugh,
who is stepping down as Asst Treasurer, Paddy McNicholas and Gerry Bourke as Connaught
Council Delegates.
Some officers are contesting other positions in the board, I wish all of our entire candidates
well and those who have chosen not to contest other positions on the board this year, just
to say your work, and commitment to Mayo GAA will always be acknowledged and
remembered
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CCC Members ,
To Dermot our County Secretary thank you for your ongoing support and you availability
when I called on you. Paul Cunnane PRO and again for your work with Mayo TV over the last
year which has become a huge show piece for our games , Mike King South again along with
his assistance with the PRO team, Mary Prenty East, John Walker North , Shane Quinn West,
Sean Maceil Referee Coordinator , Paddy Mc Nicholas Fixture Analyst in his first season on
the CCC , Ronan Kirrane Assistant Secretary and Secretary of Bord N’Og , Con Moynihan
Bord N’Og Chairperson , both have done a fantastic job in their respective roles both at
Bord N’Og and CCC level .
Eugene Connolly secretary Hurling who is stepping down after giving great service too as
hurling secretary within the County and was a great servant to hurling on our CCC, we wish
you well and I have no doubt you will remain involved in some capacity in hurling either at
county or club level.
To you, the clubs, recognition must be given to your continued dedication, efficiency and
often hard work over the last year, great credit goes to the clubs of this County in getting
our fixtures schedule completed before the end of November and allow that well-earned
down time for all to recharge the batteries and prepare for the 2020 season.
I have no doubt the incoming CCC committee under the incoming chairperson Con
Moynihan can look forward to continuing to work with you and I wish all of them the very
best in working with you for the 2020 season.

Seamus Tuohy
Chairperson,
CCC,

Committee members :
Dermot Butler Secretary, Paul Cunnane PRO , Eugene Connolly Hurling , Mike King South
Division , Shane Quinn West Division , Mary Prenty East Division ,John Walker North
Division ,Sean MacEil Referee Cordinator , Paddy McNicholas Fixture Analyst , Ronan
Kirrane Bord N’Og Secretary and Assistant Secretary, Con Moynihan Bord N’Og
Chairperson .
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Appendix 1 :
Review of Leagues and Championship Meeting 16.10.2019.
1. Review of 2019 Calendar:
As a county we have roughly 25 weeks to plan for 24 games running from the 31 st of March
to the middle of October-11 League, 6 Championship, 5 MW League and Divisional
Competitions as well as Hurling Championship, Comortás and Senior Intercounty games. We
also have the Intercounty U20 Competition in July as well as exams.

2. Dual Player:
Noted that it is very unfair to ask players to play ‘Starred’ football and hurling games on the
one weekend. We looked at moving the Semi Final to earlier in the year. A compromise date
of 29th of August was suggested. It was noted that this would be in the middle of Football
Championship and would be unfair on Dual Players. No decision was made on it although a
compromise is needed.

3. Proposed Changes to Underage 2020:
Changes from Croke Park Review suggesting U13, U15, and U17 for 2020. It was noted that
this is not a directive more of a suggestion and other counties are going ahead as normal.

4. Review of Leagues:
It was noted that we should look at finishing our leagues prior to the start of
Senior/Intermediate and Junior A Championships. This would curtail concessions and make
the league(s) more competitive throughout the year.
It was widely agreed that the Two-week break in its current state is not of a benefit to clubs
as it is too close to championship. Very few if any club are using this break. It would be
better off at the beginning of July.
Overall it was felt that the leagues went well apart from June and July suffering from a lack
of meaningful games. There remains a big issue with players outside of the Senior Football
26. This causes major issues to teams and their preparation.
From a players’ perspective the clarity of the Planner was a positive although club players
suffer from lack of games at peak times of the year. It was felt that in June and July it is
difficult to keep panels motivated due to a lack of competitive games.
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It was again noted that Senior managers in both codes should not be allowed to dictate
when our fixtures take place. This causes a major issue with dual clubs. Another issue is
football games taking place on the day prior to hurling games thus resulting in players
becoming unavailable.
In 2020 we will start with Divisional Competitions in Mid-February. Comortás and County
Cup on 2nd of June.
It was suggested that the MW League be scrapped or run off on a knockout basis for 2020
and maybe move the U21 earlier if possible (issues with State Exams to be considered)
Seamus will provide a Draft Calendar of fixtures for the next meeting. We will look at
starting our leagues on 29th of March and 4 further rounds in April, (all non-starred) with the
final round on 16th of August. Junior A, Intermediate and Senior Championships to start on
22nd/23rd of August.

5. Review of Championship:
No discussion. This item will depend on passing of Junior Proposal.

6. Junior Proposal:
MW will remain in 2020. Clubs will be requested to name 12 players of whom cannot play
in a level below for Championship. All others will be permitted to play in a lower grade
championship.
Review of Leagues and Championship Meeting 23.10.2019.

1. Proposed changes to underage structures 2020.
•

Recommendation: await outcome and direction from Croke Park re policy/rule on
age grading within Counties 2020.

2. League Structures 2020.
•

Run the league competitions to a conclusion prior to the commencement of the
championship

Dual Club: On drafting of fixture calendar for championship to endeavour to avoid clash
with leagues and championships,
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3. Junior Championship Proposal.
There will be 15 teams taking part if passed for 2020. It was noted that there could be some
lopsided results. Seamus stated that the CCC could seed the teams based on 2019 results.
That was deemed too difficult to decide upon and each team should have the opportunity
to prove themselves in 2020 with the top 8 in A for 2021 and the remaining 7 in B for 2021.
•

Recommendation: To propose the new Junior Restructuring.

4. Calendar 2020.
•

Awaiting Calendar from CCC before domestic calendar drafted,

5. Dual Player Overlap.
It was noted that there is not an overlap in the new calendar. This was welcomed by the
committee who noted the strains and pressures on Dual Clubs.
6. AOB.
12 players are to be named for Higher Grade Competitions.
Challenge games by Academy managers should be on the planner-particularly at Bord na
Nóg.

Committee Members:
Seamus Tuohy

CCC

Ronan Kirrane

Bord N’Og

Con Moynihan

Bord N’Og

Paddy McNicholas

Fixture Analyst

Tony Stakelum, (Castlebar)

Hurling

Paraic Regan (Ballyhaunis)

Hurling/Football

Chris Mc Gowan (Westport)

Senior Club Officer

Willie Keaveney (Kilmeena)

Junior Club Officer

Declan Corcoran (Ballinrobe)

Intermediate Club Officer

Brian Gallagher (Achill)

Junior Player

Brian Mc Cormack (Islandeady)

Intermediate Player
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Padraic Prendergast (Ballina)

Senior Club delegate

Jarlath Jennings (Ardnaree )

Manager

Sean Maceil

Fixture Monitor

A.N.Other

Senior Player,

Frank Flynn (Aghamore)

Referees

Shane Quinn

Boards

Mary Prenty

Boards

John Walker

Boards

Mike King

Boards
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PR report 2019
Another eventful year in Mayo GAA ends and it certainly had its highs and lows.
The highlight of the year was seeing our Minor team claim provincial glory in Tuam and
making it all the way to Croke Park to play on the same day as our Seniors in an All-Ireland
semi-final. They may have come up just short against Cork but I have no doubt many of
these lads will continue to wear the Mayo jersey for years to come. A big thanks to Tomás
Morley, his management team and the squad for their help & cooperation with media
duties throughout the year. I would also like to say well done to Oisin Tunney & Ethan Henry
who were named in the 2019 Minor team of the year.

Our Juniors & U20 footballers along with our Hurlers all exited their respective
championships earlier than they would have liked, despite the defeats Mike Solan, Jarlath
Trench and Derek Walsh along with all players involved with the respective squads were
very easy to deal with and I would like to thank them for their time in 2019.

As always the Senior football team garner most of the headlines. The time & effort this
bunch of players put in for the good of Mayo GAA cannot be underestimated. One of the
highlights from been involved with the Senior team this year was the league title win over
Kerry. Any day Mayo claim a cup in Croke Park is always a good day and it is certainly one
that will not be forgotten by anyone who was in attendance.

In the championship, after an opening round win over New York Roscommon beat us in
Castleabr and so a fourth consecutive trip to the qualifiers was required. After wins over
Down, Armagh & Galway we were into the Super 8’s. After an opening round loss to Kerry
we recovered to beat Meath in Round 2, this set up a winner take all clash with Donegal in
Elvery’s MacHale Park.

What an evening that was, from the pre match music, to the huge Mayo support to the
team’s performance on the pitch it was one hell of an evening for all associated with Mayo
GAA. The All Ireland semi-final defeat to Dublin was tough to take but Dublin are one of the
best teams we are ever likely to see play Gaelic football and they are worthy of all the
accolades that come their way.

I would like to place on record my thanks to James Horan and his backroom team for all the
work they have done since they took over the job in 2018. We also we owe a huge amount
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to all the players involved who make may sacrifices the general public do not see to allow
them to be the best they can be, all for the good of Mayo GAA. I would also like to
acknowledge Patrick Durcan’s well deserved All-star award it is only a pity he wasn’t joined
on the stage a by a few more Mayo players on the night.

Traditional media & social media had had plenty to say about Mayo GAA in 2019, some of it
good, some of it not so good. I mentioned last year that social media was not a particularly
nice place for Mayo GAA well you can double that and more for 2019, some of the problems
are self-inflicted and some are not.

Personally, I have no problem with social media, I use it 7 days a week, every week of the
year. It is a huge benefit to Mayo GAA and will continue to be in the future. The problems
are the ‘crack pots’ with opinions who think every player, every officer & anyone else
involved in Mayo GAA is fair game for personal abuse, no we are not. For every day in Croke
Park with the Senior team there are 364 others of meetings, training sessions, emails, phone
calls and numerous other tasks that have to be done.

I am on the record as saying in the past that I can take criticism from anyone. Supporters
who pay their money are well entitled to criticise me or anyone else, what they are not
entitled to do is abuse me personally on social media or anywhere else.

I will not accept anyone calling me a liar or saying I am not involved for the good of Mayo
GAA, which has happened to me in recent weeks. My family life centred totally on Mayo
GAA, every match, every meeting, every event puts family life in the background. When a 4
year-old asks you “Daddy why are you talking on the phone again” clearly it is a sign Mayo
GAA is affecting family time.

I am involved because I want to do it and because I enjoy it. I know I made mistakes in 2019
as I did every other year I’ve been in this role however I am big enough to put my hand up
and acknowledge it, maybe a few more people could look in the mirror and do the same.
Maybe those who think they always have the answers should stop and think for a second
before lashing out at players & officials, maybe they could put their hand up and offer to
help instead of continuing to hurl abuse. ‘The only man who never makes a mistake is the
man who never does anything.’
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Local & national media in the main do a fine job reporting the ins & outs of Mayo GAA
games and activities, however from time to time some stick the big boot unnecessarily.
There were a number of instances this year where print media went way over the top in
relation to our Senior football team. Instead of doing their job and analysing the games the
team play they decided to have a go at the players or the management team which is totally
uncalled for & more importantly without fact. One outlet even printed injury updates that
had no truth whatsoever. At no point did they pick up the phone to me to confirm if the
injuries were true or not, they decided what they saw was 100% correct and ran went it.

I thought any journalist worth their salt would check their facts before printing any story but
that does not seem to be the case anymore.

One group of people that never can be criticised are the Mayo fans. Whether it be
interacting on our numerous social media channels or attending Mayo games, they are
always there in their droves. This is not something the board, the players nor the various
management teams take for granted and we thank the fans who follow Mayo through thick
& thin from one end of the country to the other.

2019 saw us continue the growth of Mayo GAA TV with people turning in from Australia,
New Zealand, UAE, Estonia, Bulgaria, Spain, Portugal and numerous other locations. We
broadcast 14 games across the Senior, Intermediate, Junior & Minor championships aswell
as broadcasting the County Hurling final live for the first time. Another first for Mayo GAA
TV were broadcasts from clubs grounds when we covered games in Aghamore,
Tourmakeady and Ballina aswell as the Connacht GAA centre of Excellence. Over 4,500 fans
logged to watch the Mayo club championship action live on their smart TV’s and mobile
devices.

The clubs also had a big part to play in Mayo GAA TV this year and I want to thank all of
those clubs who volunteered analysts to commentate when their clubs were playing as we
couldn’t do it without them. We also had some great match analysts along the way, as well
as the excellent commentators & presenter who added their own touch to the proceedings.

I’d like to thank Dessie Campbell, Liam Hennelly, Dowd Media and all the team behind & in
front the cameras who did such great work each week to ensure everything ran smoothly
during each broadcast. Mayo GAA TV is something that is improving each year and hopefully
we can build on the excellent viewing numbers in 2020.
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The clubs must also be commended for the work they do in promoting our games across all
age grades. Their use of social media has double or trebled over the last number of years
with clubs using a variety of graphics and images to showcase our games. This is something I
hope even more clubs will embrace in the coming year. The posting of match results and
scorers is also great to see and is a great tool for supporters at home and abroad who
cannot get to their local club games.
Lastly, I would like to thank the PR Committee of Alan Prendergast, Mike King, Darren
Heneghan, and Ciara Buckley without whom a lot of what happened in 2019 would not be
possible. I would also like to thank James Rocke for his excellent work in compiling stats &
match programmes and for all his help with all games in Elverys MacHale Park & throughout
the year.

Pol Ó Cuineáin
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Bord na nÓg
Turaisc an Cathaoirleach 2019
Mayo Bord na Nog AGM November 5th 2019

I would like to thank everyone involved with Mayo GAA Bord na nÓg for their work and
support over the past 12 months.

This is my fifth and final year in the position and the job has been as rewarding and
enjoyable each year. I believe that with the best intentions that I have been alert and
attentive to the needs of clubs in the county. There is always room for improvement and
hopefully whoever comes into this chair in 2020 will improve yet again the structures that
have worked so well for us as a county over the past number of years.

2019 was again challenging, rewarding and also very enjoyable A huge amount of work goes
into the running of the games in the county and all of you and your colleagues throughout
the county have a lot to be proud of in their continued promotion of Gaelic Games in the
county.

Thanks

A word of thanks to outgoing Chairman Micheal Connolly for appointing me. Thanks also to
Vice Chairman Seamus Tuohy for his assistance when I took over and also through my work
with the CCC. I owe a debt of gratitude for the trust that was placed in me to hold this
officership. It has been a privilege to work with them and i thank them for their support and
guidance over the past 5 years and I wish them all the best in the future.

Thanks also to Secretary Dermot Butler, Treasurer Kevin O’Toole, PRO Paul Cunnane and
indeed all the members of the County Board Executive for their help and advice over the
past number of years.
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Thanks also to our own Bord na Nog Executive past and present who have been of great
assistance over my term. The bank of knowledge that we possess in Mayo is often
overlooked and their advice and help at various times has been invaluable.
I have no doubt that the incoming Chair will continue to have the excellent working
relationship that I have had with those individuals over the year.
Thanks also to my Bord Na Nog Secretary and County Board Assistant Secretary Ronan
Kirrane. As he stated in his report we have developed a great working relationship and I
have no doubt this will continue to be the case for whoever is my replacement.

Sean Mac Éil as ever continues his fantastic work in relation to maintaining and overseeing
fixtures in the county-with just over 1600 fixtures at Bord Na Nog level not to mention Adult
and Divisional fixtures this is an invaluable service. He has also probably forgotten more
about Rules and Regulation than I will ever remember and his advice is always appreciated.

Elverys Mac Hale Park has been in excellent condition all year and great credit is due to Phil
Heneghan for this. He was always available this year and Mayo GAA is extremely lucky to
have a man of his calibre looking after our excellent facilities.
Thanks also to the various clubs who gave the use of their grounds for our League Finals and
also to those clubs who allowed us to use their facilities for the first round of the Minor
Championship. We will be calling on clubs again in 2020 and I hope that all clubs will be as
accommodating as they were in 2019.

A word of thanks to Michael Cummins in the Mac Hale Park office for his help this year and
also to James Rocke for his assistance with programmes for the various finals.

Bord Na Nog worked well with the divisions this year and I thank them and especially the 4
Divisional Secretaries for their co-operation. Many of the divisional finals were put on the
back foot in order for our all county competitions to be completed and I want to thank the
divisions for this. In 2020 we propose to play Divisional Competitions in the Spring after our
leagues have been completed and to abolish the summer break. We will have to maintain
this close relationship in 2020 as our games schedule will be as tight in 2020 as it was this
year.

Thanks also to our referees and officials and all our volunteers who assisted us at finals in
Mac Hale Park and elsewhere. Sean McEil, our Referees Co-ordinator has done a great job
this year along with his predecessor Michael Daly in recruiting some excellent new referees
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and I would appeal to all clubs here tonight to search your club for any possible new
recruits to the ranks in 2020.
I hope that the Go Games Course for referees will be repeated in 2020. During my term I
have seen many fantastic new referees in the county to supplement our existing cohort.
There are always some issues regarding officiating and discipline which Ronan has raised in
his report.

Competitions
At Go Games level the overall feedback was one of general satisfaction with the current
structures. We will continue to co-operate with and communicate with clubs to improve
their numbers in the smaller clubs and to manage their numbers in the larger clubs.

In 2020 I would hope that the GPOs in the county would have an input into U8s and U10s in
2019 in order to improve the skills levels of both our players and coaches.

The vast majority of clubs are now running Nursery Coaching at Under 6 level. I believe that
this is vital to the survival of our current club structures in that kids get into a habit of going
to their local club at an early age. Moreover it also encourages parents to participate in the
activities in the club as in most cases they have to stay at those coaching sessions and they
get to see firsthand the benefits that our clubs are providing to their children both physically
and socially. Parents have a vital role in the Association and sometimes they do not
recognise this. I would encourage as many parents as possible to get involved with your
local club. This may not mean a coaching role. Certain positions today in clubs are almost as
important as coaching, e.g. Children’s Officer, Health & Well Being Officer and Fundraising.

I am waiting on 6 clubs to reply to the Under Age Census that we sent out earlier this
month. When they have replied I will put together the information to present to the County
Board Executive who will in turn pass them on to the new Bord Na Nog Chair and Executive.
This is a huge improvement on other years and will provide us with valuable information to
work with clubs regarding league placings and the future outlook for clubs as regards
playing numbers and their options with regard to fielding teams at various levels. It is a huge
concern across the county reflected in some of the motions on the Clár this evening.

The main finding in this year’s census again is that rural clubs throughout the county have a
constant struggle to maintain numbers. That they are doing so and in most cases are

52 | P a g e

continuing to field competitive teams is to their credit. The Player Retention of the more
rural clubs is probably their greatest achievement and they should rightfully be proud of
themselves. The urban areas are growing and we must assist these clubs to encourage
more coaches to get involved with teams in these clubs as fielding as many teams as
possible and getting as many games as possible at each age group is the only way to hold on
to these players

The County Board is committed to investing in all aspects of coaching in the county and in
2020 again we hope to offer an increased number of coaching courses as well as an
increased number of child protection courses.

To assist with our Go games arrangements we are requesting that clubs submit their list of
U8/10/12 managers to us by 31st January 2020.

We would encourage clubs to focus on increased recruitment of coaches, increased links
with their local primary and secondary schools, emphasis on Friday Night Football over the
winter months and encouraging children and parents to get involved in their clubs from
under 6 level upwards.

Again this year there were approximately 1,650 fixtures organised by Bord Na Nog this year.
The completion rate was 95% for Minor League and 89% for Minor Championship, 94% at
Under 16, 83% at Under 15 , 90% at Under 14, 93% at Under 13 and 89% at Under 12. These
figures have remained in or around the same level since 2015 which I would like to think is
as good as anywhere else in the country given the amount of competition , age crossover
and as always there will be fixyures called off due to dead rubbers and unforeseen
circumstances.

I would like to thank all clubs for their co-operation in their adherence to the fixture
calendar.

I stated in 2019 that it was my opinion that all 3rd Level football should be completed by
January 31st and all 2nd Level Schools football should be completed by St Patricks Day and
this would give clubs time to breathe regarding fixtures and at least the first part of the
statement has come to pass..

The fixture list has always been and will continue to be designed to accommodate the needs
of the majority of our players as best as we possibly can.
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The fixture Calendar for 2020 is almost complete- I am waiting on the Master Fixture List
from Croke Park and myself and Seamus Tuohy will sit down and work out the Underage
Fixtures as best we can to accommodate the Adult Calendar.
Due to the fact that our Ted Webb squads were in a Cup and Shield final in 2019 we should
realistically target a Connacht title and an All-Ireland Quarter Final again this year.
I say every year but it needs to be said again-We make fixtures based on the needs of all of
our players and the promotion and development of Gaelic Games within the county. There
have been situations where our fixtures have been changed to accommodate other codes. I
have yet to see a situation where the reverse has been the case.

We all have to work together to ensure that our young players reach the maximum of their
potential but at the same time are not overburdened by playing too many fixtures in too
many age groups and in too many codes.

Minor

Congratulation to Knockmore who swept the board at Minor level by winning the League ,
Championship and Summer League treble. They were desperately unlucky to be beaten in
the Connacht Championship after a titanic battle with St Brigids. The Neale, Aghamore,
Davitts and Islandeady enjoyed Championship victories while Mayo Gaels,Bohola Moy
Davitts Davitts and Tuar Mhic Eadaigh added league titles to their collections. Parke KC won
the Div 2 Summer League title also

Under 16

Ballina Stephenites were dominant at this grade winning both their Championship and
League in what were 2 epic games vs Davitts and Westport respectively. Belmullet,
Kilmeena, Cill Chomáin, Bonniconlon and Ballina B won their respective Championships
while Bohola Moy Davitts , Crossmolina, Achilland Cill Chomáin won League titles

Under 14

54 | P a g e

Usually U16 is our most competitive grade but this year U14 was almost as competitive with
different winners at each level at league and championship. Westport, Erris, Carras,
Belmullet, Burrishoole, Parke KC all won Championships while Bohola Moy Davitts, Breaffy,
Davitts, Balla and Kilmovee. added league titles.

Feile
Connacht hosted Feile football this year and again it was a wonderful success.
Congratulations to all clubs who took part and also those who hosted games. From my own
experience of the weekend I was supporting 2 teams and attended several venues. It was a
truly memorable weekend and the fact that the COE is available adds to the experience.

Under 15 and Under 13 Leagues

These competition, although played at the end of the year ran much more smoothly in 2019
and the evidence is in the completion rate of games. Westport,Eastern Gaels, Cill Chomáin
and Hollymount Carramore were victors at U15 level while Westport, Eastern Gaels,
Ballaghaderreen and Castlebar B were successful at U13 level.

Under 12
Both the Spring and Summer League were competitive and run off in a timely fashion. A lot
more clubs entered second teams and this is something to be encouraged as much as we
can.
Intercounty

Tomas Morley has covered this in his report and all that remains for me to say is to Thank
Tomas and his team for the journey they brought us on this year. As he states the highlight
was that magnificent victory in the Connacht Final followed closely by the Quarter Final
victory over Dublin in Longford. Congratulations also to Oisin Tunney and Ethan Henry on
their individual awards.

It has been a pleasure to work with all of the various management teams over the years,
each individual and group were different and I personally learned a lot from all of them.

One observation that I will make again this year is that all of those players who were
involved with these panels this year have improved immeasurably as footballers and in all
cases have played starring roles for their club teams at all levels. This is a testament to the
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coaching and medical expertise that they received earlier in the year. I would like to thank
Tomas Morley and his team for their efforts in and for the opportunity to be Liasion Officer
in 2019 and to wish his team all the best in 2020.

The Ted Webb Competition was held at the end of August and we contested both the Cup
and Shield Finals against the 2 Galway sides.
The further Mayo go in these competitions is having an impact on our fixtures and it is
something that we as a county will have to address.
Congratulations to the Mayo Senior Team on their National League success this year and
also to Paddy Durcan on his All Star
Best wishes to Ger Cafferkey and Ballaghs own Andy Moran on their retirements- 2 amazing
servants to the Green and Red

Press

The local press coverage and analysis of all of our games has been excellent and we thank
print, radio and photographic journalists for their coverage in 2019. Again as I state every
year their national counterparts could learn a few lessons from them.
Mayo GAA TV was again excellent this year and provided a brilliant service. The coverage of
all games but especially the County Final was outstanding and long may it continue.

Administration

I keep raising these issues but they are particular bugbears of mine.
I would ask clubs to keep in mind that there are usually very short time frames for producing
programmes and if all clubs were to forward their team lists for programmes it would make
all our jobs much easier.

I would also like to thank again all the clubs who provided venues for Finals etc this year. All
host clubs get to keep the gate proceed of these games in order to cover costs. We have had
some complaints from competing clubs about this but I cannot understand why anyone
would not pay €5 to watch their son , relative, club mate and friend play in a County Final.

As Ronan mentioned in his report Homeland are a great sponsor of our Underage
competitions. A big help for us this year was the introduction of plaques for the winning
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teams. This lead to us not having to beg clubs to return trophies. Some trophies are still out
there and I would encourage clubs to return them as soon as possible.

Discipline
In any organisation where there are over 1600 fixtures there will always be a few incidents
that are not palatable. Ronan has dealt with this issue in his report and as I mentioned last
year that the sanction of clubs playing all fixtures away from home possibly focussed the
minds of clubs this year.
I mention the positivity that parent’s involvement in a club can entail earlier. However the
negative aspect of overzealous parents leads to a lot of indiscipline. A word of advice to all
parents – your kids are thrilled to have you at their matches given the fact that some
parents never show up. They do not care most of the time up to U14 level if they win or lose
– all they want is games time and social interaction with their friends. They do not need any
other form of encouragement

2020
I would like to wish all our County Teams the best of luck in 2019. They are the shop window
for our games and it should every young footballers dream to wear the Mayo Jersey. The
main thread running through our teams at all levels is that not only is it good enough to be a
good footballer to play for Mayo, you also have to have the qualities that make you a better
person also. I am confident in that having firsthand experience of all of our teams over the
past 5 years to know that they are a credit to their families and clubs and you should be
proud of all of them in the way that the conduct themselves both on and off the field.

Conclusion
Another item I mention every year is the Give Respect Get Respect initiative which is is now
in its 10th year and has been the greatest success that I can see in our games. It is a
testament to all the clubs in Mayo that players at practically all underage levels do not now
even have to be told to line up to shake hands with the opposition at the end of a game.
Long may it continue as good habits die hard also

Thanks to all our managers, mentors, coaches and officials at underage Level for their work
over the past 5 years. I hope that you will continue to give your club as much time and
support in the future
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The GAA in any parish in any town in any county cannot exist without players and
volunteers. Both go hand in hand. As a county we have to consistently work harder to keep
our existing players, work harder to attract new players, coaches and referees and to attract
both new and existing members to help us out during the coming years.

To the Runai and the Fixtures Secretary, Ronan and Sean, thank you again for all your help
and support throughout the years and the best of luck in all you do in the future

To my club Ballaghaderreen who almost capped off a brilliant year by winning a Senior Title
thanks for their help and support over the past 5 years
.
This has been Mayo’s most successful period since the early 1950s 2 All Ireland Senior
Finals, 4 All Ireland Semi Finals, 1 U21 All Ireland and 1 U20 All Ireland Final and a National
Football League title also. Our expenditure as a Board has increased but so too has our
income. Our supporters are the best in the country but at this stage and demand excellence.
The job of the Board is to facilitate that and over the past 5 years I hope that I have played a
tiny part in that.

I have thoroughly enjoyed the term as Chairperson of Bord na Nog. The vast majority of
people that I encountered were a pleasure to deal with and the people that I gotten to
know and friends that I have made were a huge reward. Every person that I have dealt with
over the past 5 years always had the best interests of club and county at heart and that is
what made the job so enjoyable.

Finally I want to thank my wife Mary and my children for their support over the past 5 years.
These jobs cannot be done without support from home and I want to acknowledge that this
evening.
I sincerely hope that our paths cross again and I wish all of you and your clubs continued
success and best wishes for 2020.

Thank you
Con Moynihan, Chairperson.
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Turaisc an Rúnaí 2019

Mayo Bord na Nog AGM November 05.11.2019

Ar dtús anocht ba mhaith liom a cuir failte mór romhaibh gach duine don Cruinniú Bliantúil
dhá mhíle is a naoi. Tríd an bhlian rinneamar a lan oibre le chéile, ach beidh a fhad nios mó
oibre le deanta againn I 2020.

I would like to welcome you all to this year’s AGM and begin by thanking you, your clubs
and members present and non-present for the hard work, diligence, time and effort that
you put into your club. In an age where people are less likely to give up their time for the
betterment of others never lose sight of the effort you put in and how that may help our
communities.

2019 was my second year as Rúnaí of the Mayo Bord na Nóg. It was not without its
difficulties at times but along with the other officers of the Bord na Nóg Executive my role is
to facilitate all clubs and offer my support impartially to the improvement of underage
games in the counties. Clubs will at time disagree with fixtures but trying to juggle all
competitions is at times a very difficult task.
Trying to maintain the balance between Clubs and Academy Panels can at times be a
daunting task but through working together and supporting the good work of so many clubs
within the county is what makes us strong. I am indebted to the support of many of the
clubs through the county in helping steer me along the right tracks.
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Officers of Mayo GAA:
There are a huge number of people that I would like to thank for their assistance, support,
guidance and cooperation during the year. This has not gone unnoticed and I have not taken
the support for granted nor without appreciation.
I would like to thank the Chairman of Mayo GAA, Mike Connolly, Vice Chairman Seamus
Tuohy, Rúnaí, Dermot Butler, Cisteoir, Kevin O Toole, PRO, Paul Cunnane and all the
members of the County Board Executive during the year. They work tirelessly for the benefit
of the county and the clubs.
I would like to thank the Bord na Nóg executive for their work during the year and for
presenting cups and shields to the various winners of competitions throughout the year.
This year we introduced plaques for the winners of the competitions. Whilst winning is not
always the main objective it is nice for clubs to be able to hold on to the plaques as
recognition of successes on the field. I would like to thank our sponsor Homeland for their
assistance with this new initiative.

Bord na Nóg Executive:
North: Padraig Doherty (Ardagh), Paul Harney, (Ballina), Michael Hegarty, (Crossmolina),
Michael McKenzie, Bonniconlon.
South: Liam Nyland (Davitts), Richard O Halloran (The Neale), Declan Byron (Shrule G/C),
Donal Walsh (Kilmaine).
East: Joe Dillon (Ballaghdereen), Mike Ryan (Kiltimagh), Paddy Brehony (Charlestown), John
Gilmore (Bohola Moy Davitts).
West: Gerry McNulty (Burrishroole), Martin Costello (Ballintubber), Martin Golden (Breaffy),
Des McGowan (Castlebar Mitchells).
Hurling: Tadhg Morley (Ballyhaunis)
Children’s Officer: Vincent Neary (Bonniconlon).

Divisional Secretaries:
I would like to thank the Divisional Secretaries, John Walker (Cill Chomáin), (North), Mary
Prenty, (Ballyhaunis & East), Mike King, (Hollymount-Carramore & South) and Shane Quinn,
(Balintubber & West) for their help in running competitions in harmony with our own
fixtures this year. It is not easy on Divisional secretaries to juggle fixtures around and each
division is lucky to have such hard-working members on their books.
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Michael Cummins:
A sincere thanks to the Administrator of Mayo GAA, Michael Cummins. Michael goes above
and beyond in assisting the officers and clubs and is always there to depend on. Michael has
a wealth of knowledge and his caring, empathic approach to solving problems is often called
upon.

Phil Heneghan:
I would like to thank Phil for his work on our County Ground, Elvery’s MacHale Park,
Castlebar. He works tirelessly in ensuring that the pitch and dressing rooms are to the
highest possible standard.

Referees:
I would like to thank the referees and Referee Co-ordinator Sean MacHale and Michael Daly
for their work throughout 2019. Referring is at times a very difficult and thankless job but I’d
like to thank them for their work throughout the year. Michael keeps a close eye on officials
and is very reliable in ensuring that referees attend games allocated to them.

Sponsor:
I would sincerely like to thank our sponsor ‘Homeland’ for their continued support over the
last few years. The support of local businesses is hugely important for the county and I look
forward to working with them again in 2010.

Fixtures and Challenges:
2019 was a learning curve for me in relation to fixtures and competitions. Trying to juggle
schools, underage, academies and adult competitions is certainly no easy task and
unfortunately some teams suffered as a result-for this I apologise. Often these competitions
have a knock-on effect and I would ask clubs to endeavour to play the games when fixed.
The fixture calendar could have worked a little bit smoother, but lessons have been learned
for 2020. All underage fixtures within the county are now finished and now the focus is
turning to structures for 2020.
The recommendation from Croke Park to move to U13, U15 and U17 Competitions is
possibly one of the major concerns for clubs in 2020. In its current format our calendar faces
major conflict with adult fixtures crossing over at Minor to adult level. This will become even
more difficult if the Junior Proposal is passed at adult level.
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The past year highlighted a few issues that need addressing-mainly the U16 and minor
grades. There now seems to be a very serious overlap between the two competitions
meaning playing the two competitions at the one time is proving almost unattainable. We
will have to look at moving competitions to different times of the year to better serve the
players and teams.
Please see a list of all winners from the various competitions at the end of my report.

Challenge Games:
I would sincerely like to thank the clubs who sent in ‘Challenge Game Application Forms’.
Unfortunately, applications which do not include the name of the referee will not be
processed. This is down to guidelines from Croke Park. The Challenge Game Application
Form is a mechanism for clubs to safeguard themselves in the event of injury/claims and
therefore must be filled out properly.
I would like to thank the clubs for working together in relation to refixing of games. These
refixed games must be played within rule and with agreement of both clubs. The culture of
clubs working together in this regard has greatly improved over the last few years and
hopefully that will continue to improve in 2020. Some clubs have become extremely
proactive with regards communication with their respective teams/players seeing problems
down the line and getting games played earlier. This has to be commended as it reduces
hold ups and problems at latter stages of competitions. We, as a body have to endeavour to
keep as close as possible to the fixture planner to keep the integrity of our games and
competitions.

Child Protection:
At this stage we are all keenly aware of our responsibilities in relation to Child Protection
and training of coaches. As officers of your club it is incumbent on you to ensure that all
your coaches are compliant with at least the mandatory levels of training but we should also
be looking to improve and develop. All coaches and individuals in contact with under 18’s
within your club must have E-vetting complete, at least a Foundation Level Course in GAA
and the Child Protection Certificate. I like to that Vincent Neary for his work as Childrens’
Officer and for his assistance during the year.

Discipline:
One of my biggest issues for 2019 has been matters of indiscipline at underage. The vast
majority of clubs in the county conduct themselves with integrity, control and lead by
example. Whilst thankfully these cases have been very rare I have had a handful of serious
complaints. Neither I nor Con take these matters lightly. There is no place in our games for
alleged intimidation, violence, racial abuse or any infringement that cases upset to players,
officials or management.
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We all have a part to play in eradicating these issues from our game. I will be calling on
referees to report any such incidents of improper conduct in their match reports for 2020.

Media:
I would like to thank our PRO Paul Cunnane for his work in supporting all our teams in
relation to reporting of games on our social media platforms. I would like to thank our print
and radio broadcasters in their coverage of games across the county.

Coaching and Academies:
I would sincerely like to thank Liam Moffatt for his tireless work in overseeing the Coaching
within the county. He has developed a team of highly committed and enthusiastic
individuals who work on a shared thought process on improving not just the skills but also
the culture within the county.

A considerable effort was carried by our Coaching Officer to attain club feedback in 2019.
Clubs raised their concerns with regard to coaching overall and in relation to club
integration with our academy teams. In response to this a club to academy coaching policy
was formulated and we hope that this will improve communication and integration between
club and academy in 2020.

Thank you to the various management and support teams of our academies for their
diligent work during the year. Huge progress has been made in this area with our mixedmodel approach in 2019 and hopefully this will lead to higher standards in the future.

Mayo Minors:
I would like to thank Tomás Morley and his Management Team for their work with the
Mayo U17 Team in 2019. There were some very entertaining games throughout the
campaign and the development of players was evident throughout the year. I would like to
congratulate Oisin Tunney (Breaffy) and Ethan Henry (Mayo Gaels) on their inclusion on the
Team of the Year.
GPO’s:
I would like to thank Billy McNicholas and the GPOs of the county. They continue to work in
our schools, academies, divisions and Cúl Camps in promoting our games.
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Cúl Camps:
Our Cúl Camps continue to go from strength to strength. Thanks to all the coaches and clubs
who help promote and run these camps. Thank you also to the camp co coordinators. Local,
on the ground knowledge greatly aides the running of the camps which continue to grow
year on year. I would like to thank Kevin O Toole and Billy McNicolas for their tireless work
in ensuring that the camps run successfully.

I would like to thank the underage players, coaches, officials’ parents and supporters for
their commitment and time during the year. I hope that 2019 was an enjoyable year for you
all.

Chairperson of Bord Na Nóg:
Personally, I would like to thank Con Moynihan, Chairperson of the Bord Na Nóg. Con has
helped me greatly throughout the year. He has a huge knowledge of the workings of all the
stakeholders within the county and serves to help all clubs and the development of. He has
guided and supported me in relation to all aspects of my role as Rúnaí. Con will be a major
loss to Bord na Nóg in 2020.

Club Officers:
I would like to thank all the club officers who helped me during the year. It makes my job
much easier when I can rely on the support of such high calibre people who are working as
part of a team to promote, improve and develop our players, clubs and individuals.
A great number of clubs make their club grounds available to the Bord Na Nóg for Finals.
This is greatly appreciated and without this support we would be playing football much later
in the year. I sincerely thank the club officers. It is not always easy to try and find a solution
to issues at times but we do look for the fairest. You might not always agree and that is not
to say that myself nor Con were always right but decisions were always made in the best
interests of mayo GAA and its teams in a wider view.
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I would like to wish all clubs the very best of health and happiness for 2020. I look forward
to working together in the interests of Mayo GAA, for the betterment of the players, teams,
clubs we serve. I would like to personally thank to volunteers who are coming to the end of
their respective roles within the Association and look forward to working with their
successors.

Convention 2019:
Finally, I would like to wish all candidates at the upcoming Convention the very best of luck.
The time commitment involved in administrative duties in Mayo GAA is daunting at times
and becoming more and more difficult to stay on top of. I feel that more staff are required
to assist club officers and teams going forward due to the requirements involved in today’s
world.

Cuir sin deireadh leis mo Turaisc,
Ronán Ó Ciaráin,
Rúnaí
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Underage Roll of Honour - 2019
GRADE

WINNER

Score

RUNNER UP

Score

Referee

VENUE

DATE

MINOR

Championship

A CHAMP

Knockmore

3-7

Castlebar

1-9

G McMahon

Ballina

20.10.

B CHAMP

Neale

1-13

Eastern Gaels

2-8

C Reape

COE

11.10

C CHAMP

Aghamore

2-13

Erris St Pats

2-9

C Burke

COE

18.10

D CHAMP

Davitts

1-11

Parke K/C

2-5

J Glavey

COE

11.10

E CHAMP

Islandeady

3-13

Hollymount/

1-8

P Geraghty

Mac Hale Park

12.10

Carramore
MINOR

LEAGUE

DIV 1

Knockmore

2-8

Castlebar Mitches

1-8

M Flannery

Foxford

12.07

DIV 2

Mayo Gaels

1-14

Carras

1-10

M Kenny

Carramore

12.07

DIV 3

Bohola Moy
Davitts

2-14

Eastern Gaels

1-16

F Flynn

B’Derreen

02.09.

DIV 4

Davitts

1-12

Cill Chomain

1-8

R Gurren

Knockmore

06.05

DIV 5

Tuar Mhic
Eadaigh

4-13

Ballyhaunis

1-14

K Connelly

Carramore

06.05

S/Lge 1

Knockmore

6-14

Bohola Moy Davitts

2-4

V Neary

Knockmore

07.07

S/Lge 2

Parke KC

4-14

N Padraig

3-5

J Feeney

Parke

27.06
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UNDER 16

Championship

A CHAMP

Ballina
Stephenites

5-9

Davitts

1-9

P Lydon

MacHale Park

10.09

B CHAMP

Belmullet

5-9

Ballinrobe

4-6

D Corcoran

MacHale Park

10.09

C CHAMP

Kilmeena AET

4-17

Achill

6-9

B Kilkelly

MacHale Park

11.08

D CHAMP

Cill Chomain

4-11

Holly Carra

1-8

K Barnicle

MacHale Park

18.08

E CHAMP

Bonniconlon

6-17

Islandeady

1-8

C Burke

Munnelly Par

17.09

F CHAMP

Ballina B

10-9

Breaffy B

2-7

D Mc Hugh

MacHale Park

18.08

UNDER 16

LEAGUE

DIV 1

Ballina

5-15

Westport

5-9

P Conlon

Knockmore

07.05

DIV 2

Bohola Moy
Davitts

1-15

Breaffy

1-14

S Tolan

Foxford

07.05

DIV 3

Crossmolina

5-10

N Padraig

2-6

M Walsh

Ballina

14.05

DIV 4

Achill

3-9

Kilmovee

3-8

M Herr

Crossmolina

14.05

DIV 5

Cill Chomain

3-17

Holly Carra

2-9

M McCarron

Foxford

17.05

UNDER 15

LEAGUE

DIV 1

Westport

3-`10

Breaffy

3-8

J. Finn

Castlebar

20.10

DIV 2

Eastern Gaels

4-10

Aghamore

3-10

J O’Connor

Kiltimagh

20.10

DIV 3

Cill Chomáin

3-9

Ardmoy MacHales

2-9

N Cooney

Bangor Erris

20.10

DIV 4

HollymountCarra
more

3-17

Achill

0-6

J Jennings

Ballyheane

13.10

UNDER 14

Championship

A CHAMP

Westport

5-7

Castlebar

1-7

C Reape

MacHale Park

19.07

B CHAMP

Erris St Pats AET

3-14

Ballina

3-11

J Finn

MacHale Park

11.07

C CHAMP

Eastern Gaels

2-9

Carras

0-9

R Cosgrove

MacHale Park

19.07

D CHAMP

Belmullet

5-16

Kilmovee

2-9

J Burke

MacHale Park

11.07

E CHAMP

Burrishoole

3-10

Shrule Glencorrib

1-15

P Doherty

MacHale Park

25.07

F CHAMP

Parke KC B

7-20

Kiltimagh B

6-4

J Jennings

MacHale Park

25.07
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UNDER 14

LEAGUE

DIV 1

Bohola Moy
Davitts

5-13

Westport

4-8

D O Boyle

Breaffy

30.05

DIV 2

Breaffy

6-4

Kiltimagh

3-7

N Cooney

Swinford

04.06

DIV 3

Davitts

3-7

Ballintubber

1-9

M Tuffy

Hollymount

23.05

DIV 4

Balla

6-13

Mayo Gaels

2-10

E Mc Andrew

Davitts

30.05

DIV 5

Kilmovee

5-12

Achill

3-6

C Collins

Bofeenaun

23.05

UNDER 13

LEAGUE

DIV 1

Westport

6-19

Claremorris

3-14

S Corcoran

Breaffy

19.10

DIV 2

Eastern Gaels

0-12

Carras

1-7

V Joyce

Ballindine

19.10

DIV 3

Ballaghaderreen

1-13

Ballintubber

1-4

T. Ward

Swinford

19.10

DIV 4

Castlebar B

3-9

Naomh Padraig B

2-9

P Dowling

Knockmore

12.10

GRADE

WINNER

Referee

VENUE

DATE

Under 12

Summer
Leagues
Winner

A

Westport

B

Ardnaree

C

Naomh Padraig

D

Carras

E

Naomh Padraig
B

F

Neale

G

Tuar Mhic
Eadaigh

H

Davitts

J

Westport B

K

Breaffy B

FEILE
Div 1

Westport 2018
n/a

Div 2

Aghamore 2018
n/a
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RUNNER UP

Joint Winners

Crossmolina DR

Ballinrobe B

Games for all and Mayo Health and Well Being Committee Annual
Report 2019,

Introduction
As Chairperson of Mayo GAA Health and Wellbeing Committee I would like to take this
opportunity to mark the five years of our existence by giving you an overview of all the great
work that has taken place in 2019 following on from our inception in March 2014. Our
Committee are faithful to making Mayo a more Health and Wellbeing focused county.
The Healthy Club Officers role is to support your club become a healthier place for everyone
to enjoy. As Chairperson of the Health and Wellbeing Committee of Co. Mayo it is
acknowledged that the Health and Well Being Officer has become a pivotal position
throughout various clubs in this County and is now be given the due recognition it deserves.
The Officers are appointed rather than elected and are supported in their work by their Club
Executive and the County Health & Wellbeing Committee.
Everyone has a role to play in supporting a Healthy Club, from players and coaches to
parents and all our wonderful volunteers. And ensuring that the correct training, policies,
programmes, partnerships, and resources specific to the role are available is of the up most
important.
I hope this report will provide you with an overview of all the fantastic work taking place
across our county in partnership with our wonderful clubs and communities.
Is Mise le meas
Seamus Tuohy Mayo GAA Community & Health Chairperson,
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1. Healthy Club Conference 5th October 2019.
This event, proudly delivered in partnership with Healthy Ireland and Irish Life, saw a further
84 GAA clubs across the 32 counties receive official recognition as ‘Healthy Clubs’, having
completed Phase 3 of the project.
Mayo GAA was represented by Breaffy , Castlebar Mitchel’ s , Davitt’s and Tourmackeady
GAA. All four clubs have now received their recognition as Phase 3 Healthy Clubs along with
Achill and Aghamore who received their awards in 2018.
The conference also saw the launch of Phase 4 of the award-winning Healthy Club Project,
as the GAA seek to recruit another 150 clubs to participate come January 2020,

2. Tilda Conference Monday 23rd September 2019
Mayo GAA Health and Wellbeing in partnership with Trinity College Dublin and Irish Life
recently held a conference in Breaffy House Hotel on Monday 23rd September 2019 on
“How to Age Well “. The conference which had full attendance highlighted findings from a
recent study by Trinity College Dublin named “The Irish Longitudinal study on Ageing”
(TILDA) gives unique insight into how to age well.
TILDA founder Professor Rose Anne Kenny and who was guest speaker on the night, is the
Principal Investigator of The Irish Longitudinal study on Ageing (TILDA).
The study collects information on all aspects of health, economic and social circumstances
from people aged 50 and over in a series of data collection waves once every two years.
TILDA is unique amongst longitudinal studies in the breadth of physical, mental health and
cognitive measures collected
Professor Kenny whose grandfather won an All-Ireland Medal with Mayo in 1950 informed
the audience through various narratives how we could all improve our lives by making small
changes with the resources we have to hand.
Prof. Kenny went on to speak about how quality of life doesn’t decline linearly with age, but
instead increases to a peak at age 68 and then starts to gradually decline, reaching the value
observed among 50-year olds at age 80, decreasing steadily from that age onwards. We are
all expected to live longer how than a generation 20 years ago.
The factors which predominantly influence quality of life are social factors, including social
networks and social activities, while health-related factors like functional limitations are also
important.
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Other aspects included increased social integration, through maintenance of a large social
network and positive supportive relationships with friends is associated with higher quality
of life. The importance of good diet and eating the correct portions and of course our
attitudes towards life itself are all beneficial to Living life longer.
Such things as Volunteering and other forms of social participation are important
components of successful ageing.
We heard how volunteering and participation in both active and social leisure activities and
organized groups are associated with better quality of life and fewer depressive symptoms
While rates of social participation are high, efforts to increase volunteering and social
participation among older adults should be encouraged as these activities provide benefits
not only to the participants themselves but to society more generally.
As Chairperson of Mayo GAA Health and Wellbeing Committee I thanked all the clubs
around the county who actively encourage their communities to participate in various
activities supported through the GAA. I explained by working together and encouraging one
another we will all contribute to building a better future for generations to come.
Furthermore I emphasized that we must lead by example and by having healthier clubs we
can feed out into the wider communities thus promoting positive lifestyles”.
I also took the opportunity to thank all involved in organising this successful event also
Mayo Health and Well Being Committee members , speakers on the night Seamus Hogan
Croke Park , Mike Connelly Chairperson Mayo GAA, Special guest Rose Anne Kenny who
was truly magnificent on the night ,other TILDA staff who was involved on the night , all the
stands present on the night , local musicians “Rolling Waves “ silver medallists’ in recent All
Ireland Fleagh in Drogheda who added hugely to the occasion .
Andy Moran who was a great ambassador for the event and really got the night seminar
going speaking very much about the importance of physical exercise, volunteerism and
participation.
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3. Safe Talk training
Safe Talk Training involves learning the first steps in recognizing persons with thoughts of
suicide and linking them with suicide helping resources. We have held training sessions for
Club Health and Well Being Officers in both Castlebar and Crossmolina in February and
November of this year, attended by up on 20 club members from clubs across the County.

4. RESPECT Initiative
Promoting the Respect Initiative was part of all our games in 2019 and we will be working
with clubs in maximizing the success of this project in 2020.The respect initiative must be
part of all aspects of our games with a shared responsibility of all involved in our games
both on and off the field.

5. Interprovincial Wheelchair Hurling
On Saturday, the 24th August, the third round of the 2019 M.Donnelly Interprovincial
Wheelchair Hurling League took place in the Joe Langan Sports Hall In Davitt
College, Castlebar attended by teams from all 4 provincial areas.

6. Social Initiative:
A very successful trip was organised this year to Kilmainham Goal (Jail) and Croke Park
Museum on Tuesday September 3rd 2019.
Up to 50 of our supporters went on this trip this year and without doubt we will arrange
another excursion in 2020.
We also had a very successful day on our County Final day where we invited up on 100
supporters from participating clubs into Mach ale Park for a get together before our finals.
This year we invited supporters from Ballaghaderreen, Ballintubber, Ballyhaunis and the
Neale, to the biggest day of our domestic calendar.
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7. “Moving your Mind Project “ (County winner of the National Lottery Good Causes
Awards 2019)
In meeting Healthy Irelands’ goal of improving health and well-being in the community, a
program was developed in 2018 by Mayo GAA, Mayo Mental Health Association (MHA) in
partnership with the Movement to create awareness within both rural communities and
towns on the connections between physical health and mental health.
Due to the success of this program in 2018 we again ran this program this year in
Partnership with Mayo Mental Health Association and the Movement in the month of
November where we visited 4 clubs throughout the County, Ballaghaderreen in the East,
Burrishoole in the West, Ballina in the North and The Neale in the South. One of the
significant changes this year was the numbers that turned out in all 4 venues, also
supported by people from neighboring clubs and parishes.
The program involved 4 key speakers, Lianne Mc Mananmon from Mayo Mental Health,
Evan Regan Nutritionist, Neil Douglas who took the Yoga session and Andy Moran GYM and
exercise instructor who covered physical exercise and its benefits
Benefits of this Initiative
The benefits of this initiative included, but were not limited to the following:
•

Creating an awareness about Mental Health,

•

Creating an understanding and awareness within our clubs and communities on the
connections between physical health and mental health

•

Exploring the importance of nutrition, yoga, meditation and exercise in relation to
maintaining a positive mental health lifestyle

In May of 2019 we received the fantastic news that we were one of the winners of the
National Lottery Good Causes Awards 2019. A huge success overall and I have no doubt
good to go again in 2020.
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8. Mayo GAA Health and Well Being Gambling Awareness Month.
Mayo GAA Health and Well Being Committee identified the issue of gambling concerns
throughout the Country and the potential risk to the GAA Community at the June Monthly
meeting of Mayo GAA delegates in MacHale Park.
We got the opportunity to inform the meeting that Ireland has the third highest per capita
rate of gambling losses in the world according to a report which was carried out by H2
Gambling in 2017. The report also showed that as a nation we lose about €470 per adult on
different forms of gambling which, in turn, amounts to a total of €2.2 billion a year.
Importantly I reiterated that there is help out there through Gambling Anonymous, Gamble
Aware and Problem Gambling Ireland as well as your local Health and Well Being Officer
who can signpost any individual or family member to those supports to help them in such
challenges that they may not be able to address on their own.
Also indicated to the meeting was that Athletes are an at-risk group due to their competitive
nature & desire to win, the buzz winning gives them and their exposure to advertising and
media (Gambling Awareness, Galway GAA).
Match day program initiative
To engage the issue, we decided to run a poster advertisement in the match day program for
the Mayo v Roscommon Connaught Semi Final in Castlebar. It highlighted the issues around
the threat of gambling in Ireland and the risk factors associated with gambling due to the
increased accessibility of online betting, bookmakers, casinos and betting arcades. We
received tremendous feedback. The following points were addressed
•

•

Awareness signs of gambling and what the GAA does in prohibiting gambling within
the GAA community including prohibiting match fixing and sponsorship by betting
companies was also highlighted to the meeting.
Gambling problems can happen to anyone from any walk of life and unfortunately
gambling can go from a fun, harmless diversion to an unhealthy obsession with
serious consequences for any individual. This include players, officials and supporters
of our games.
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9. Mayo GAA Critical Incident Response Plan
Mayo GAA Health and Well Being Committee completed their Critical Incident Plan for the
County in 2017.
A critical incident is any event that is outside the range of usual human experience. It is an
event that causes an unusually intense stress reaction which has the emotional power to
overwhelm an individual’s usual ability to cope. It may impede people’s coping mechanisms
immediately or in the future following the event. (GPA/GAA guidelines, 2014)
This Critical Incident Response Plan has been developed by Mayo GAA in order to be best
placed to respond to a critical incident should it arise within Mayo GAA structures.
Mayo GAA Health and Well Being Committee will continue to be a support should such
incidents occur within its constituent clubs and in such circumstances will take the lead from
the relevant unit’s own Critical Incidence Response
Plan: Clubs are encouraged to develop their own Critical Incident Response Plans. A
template was circulated to all clubs for their assistance in developing a critical incident
response plan for their club...This Critical Incident Response Plan Mayo GAA is available
electronically on our Health and Well Being portal of the Official Mayo GAA site for club’s
information and future reference.

10. Mayo GAA Health and Wellbeing Committee Plans for 2020:
•

All clubs within the County to appoint a Healthy Club Officer for 2020

•

Healthy Club Officer Recruitment and training will be ongoing in 2020.

•

Safe TALK training and Critical Incident Training.

•

Adapting a Critical Incident Response Plan for your club.

•

Continue support for Phase 4 Healthy Club successful applicants from the County .

•

Develop and engage new clubs in the “Move your Mood Project”.

•

Continue to promote the Social Initiative Project.

•

Gambling awareness campaign: which will include distribution of awareness posters
to each club in Mayo. We will also be making available gambling awareness
presentations and a club gambling policy for each club. The aim is to protect the
well-being of GAA members in this County together with the integrity of Gaelic
Games.
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•

Promote Wheelchair Facilities at Club and County Grounds throughout the County by
working with our incoming Development Officer who will work with clubs in
upgrading of those facilities.

•

Social Drug Use, the use of cocaine socially has notably increased, what can the GAA
do? This issue is on the GAA agenda, some GAA clubs have an Alcohol and Substance
Abuse Policy in place, the policy gives clear guidelines, and highlights the need for a
whole club approach and County approach, we will liaise with Croke Park in giving
Counties clear guidance in addressing this issue going forward.

In conclusion,
Mayo GAA Health and Wellbeing Committee will endeavour to support all our clubs to
ensure that these health and wellbeing action plans are implemented at club level for the
betterment of our members, clubs, communities and the entire county. I encourage Healthy
Club Officers to make sure that your club have an active health and wellbeing sub-committee
in place to drive this work and that you open regular lines of communication within your club
on health and well-being issues.
Its only by working together that we will make a lasting impact that will develop good habits
and learning for all to follow. In the last five years we have already seen the positive impact
Health and Wellbeing programs are having in all our GAA Clubs and surrounding
communities.
It’s imperative that we all play a role in strengthen our communities by creating supportive
environments so that the next generation have a path to follow.
Seamus Tuohy
Chairperson Games for all and Mayo Health and Well Being,
December 2019
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Mayo GAA Coaching Officer Report Convention
2020
Overview

2019 again proved to be a very busy year for everybody involved in coaching in Mayo.
I would like to express my gratitude to all who helped Mayo Coaching & Games from
club to school to inter-county. We are indebted to so many people in Mayo GAA with
regards to coaching and to all players, parents, coaches, administrators, ground staff
and supporters of club, school and inter-county teams I say thank you.

I would also like to thank the officers of the Mayo County Board Mike Connolly,
Seamus Tuohy, Dermot Butler, Paul Cunnane and Kevin O’Toole and all of our
executive members. In particular I would like to thank Bord na Og officers Ronan
Kirrane & Con Moynihan for all their help.

Furthermore, I would like to thank John Prenty, Cathal Cregg and Billy McNicholas of
Connacht GAA for their support and patience with regards to queries raised.
Furthermore, I would like to acknowledge and thank Pat Daly and Kevin Leahy in
Croke Park who are always available to help on coaching and player welfare matters.
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Club Coaching
As outlined in 2018 the focus of the coaching review in 2019 would be with clubs. All
club-coaching officers were surveyed, and I am grateful for the 100% response rate.
This data provided valuable coaching data on what is happening at club level. Club
feedback is outlined below;

I.

86% club coaching officers role understand their role

II.

98% Club coaching officers had completed child safeguarding

III.

100% Club coaching officers were Garda vetted

IV.

88% Club coaching officers had GAA level 1 coaching qualifications

V.

75% Club Coaches had met the 3 requirements outlined above (points II, III, IV)

VI.

50% Clubs had a club coaching policy

VII.

46% of clubs recruited ex-player to become involved in club coaching

VIII.

64% of coaching officers felt supported in role but 36% didn’t

IX.

57% of clubs reported good club to schools relationship

X.

78% of coaching officers attend divisional meetings

It is visible that our administration is excellent, and that further discussion, debate and
policy formulation is needed with regards to coaching plans and how we can support
clubs and those who administer them.

Following on from this survey all club coaching officers would have the opportunity to
attend divisional club coaching meetings and further feedback was attained. This club
feedback stimulated the need to create a policy document on how our academy and
club teams interact. This has been sent to all clubs and has been discussed at
executive and Mayo County Board level.
I would like to thank Austy O’Malley, Dr. Kieran Dowd and Maria Staunton for their
help in creating this policy document.

78 | P a g e

Furthermore, I would like to thank our divisional secretaries Mary Prenty, Shane
Quinn, John Walker and Mike King for all of their help in facilitating these meetings
and for their invaluable feedback and inputs.

Academy
The mixed model approach that we adopted in 2018 has been further developed with
the integration of ex-players from club and inter-county backgrounds along with Mayo
GAA coaching staff. We are pursuing a high coach to player ratio so that each coach
carries out a small amount of work. We are determined to remain on a development
pathway in the best possible structure with as many players as possible for as long as
possible. An overview of academy team performances is outlined below;
•

U14 level had 4 regional squads who amalgamated & successfully played in the Sean
Purcell blitz in Connacht GAA COE with 52 players seeing game time on the day.

•

U15 Squads, involving 65 players, reached the final of 2 National competitions where
they came up against Donegal and a physically superior Dublin squad.

•

The North-South U16 Development Squad won the Ted Webb tournament while our
East-West squads reached the final of the plate. With 60 players representing 30
clubs across 2 teams a significant amount of development occurred.

•

U17 squad won the Connacht championship & reached the All-Ireland semi-final
where they came 2nd best to a physically superior Cork squad.

•

U20 squad was defeated by Tyrone in the semi-final of Philly McGuinness Cup and
came second best to a strong Galway team in the Connacht final in Tuam.

•

Junior squad was defeated by Galway by 1 point for the 2nd year in succession.
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With regards to our academy teams I would like to thank the following;
•

All coaches who supported the regional academy program

•

U14 Level Diarmuid Byrne and all of this backroom team

•

U15 Level Tom Reilly and all of this backroom team

•

U16 Level Sean Deane and all of this backroom team

•

U17 Level Tomás Morley and all of this backroom team

•

U20 Level Mike Solan and all of this backroom team
o Junior Level Jarlath Trench and all of this backroom team

•

Finally thank you to all who contributed and supported each team, players,
parents, regional coaches, divisional officers and clubs.

Coaching & Games Committee
I would like to thank the coaching and games committee namely Kevin
O’Neill, Alan Dillon, Austy O’Malley, Michael Heraty, Adrian Hession,
Danny Charlton, Daniel Forde and Billy McNicholas. Your input in each
respective area was sincerely appreciated.

Cul Camps
For the seventh year in a row we had outstanding numbers attending
our Cul Camps in 2019, with Diarmuid O’Connor & Paddy Durcan
proving to be popular ambassadors. Thank you to all
administrators, clubs & coaches for their work in organizing the
Cul Camps which we acknowledge as a massive undertaking. A
summary of Cul Camp activity is outlined below;
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•

Fifty Cúl Camps took place over the course of the summer with 6,978 children
involved.

•

There were 156 coaches working on the camps with 4,770 booking in online, a 13%
increase from 2018.

•

Stand alone hurling Cul Camps were a good success in five clubs throughout the
summer.

•

Thank you to Billy McNicholas, Mayo GAA Coaching staff and Kevin O’Toole for the
organisation and running of these excellent camps.

Feile Peil na Og
The hosting of the Feile Peil na Og competition in Connacht was a massive
undertaking and success. It was great to see so many teams and activities
going on in clubs across our county. Thank you to all involved in hosting
this great event.

Careers Event
In conjunction with The South Mayo Divisional Board and other stakeholders a
careers day was held in GMIT earlier this year. It was attended by most of the third
level institutions nationwide and by numerous organizations who offer
apprenticeship and other employment opportunities. Our thanks to John Faragher,
Mike King and TJ Kelly in the South Board and our lead person Liam Horan for bringing
this project to fruition.
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Coaching Staff
•

Teacher training courses were held in 2019 with tutors Denis O’Boyle, Billy
McNicholas & Martin Connolly.

•

A new reporting & responsibility structure has been created with specified reporting
lines by staff (GPO) to Billy McNicholas. Kieran Kilkenny will report on academies,
Eugene Lavin Schools, Eoghan Sweeney Games for Youth, Martin Costello Games for
Child, Michael Fitzmaurice Coach Education, Arian Hession Hurling & 5-Star centres.
Billy will in turn report to the steering committee of Mayo GAA.

•

GPO has responsibility for all 6 merit-based projects in their region and then specific
responsibility for project outlined above.

•

Monthly meetings where GPO must compile a report on their specific area for all
regions. This report will be read at monthly county staff meetings & at county
steering committee meetings.

•

Group plan the month ahead based on current position.

Coach Education
In 2019 there was 15 courses held with 1316 participants receiving
coaching certificates at foundation, award level 1, safe-guarding 1 and
transition year (TY) school programs. Thanks to all who mentored &
participated in these valuable courses. A breakdown is outlined below;
•

Foundation Coaching: 15 courses with 301 participants to date

Killala - 33 Coaches Certified
Bonniconlon - 14 Coaches Certified
Ardagh - 15 Coaches Certified
Kiltane - 13 Coaches Certified.
Davitts - 16 Coaches Certified
Ballinrobe - 17 Coaches Certified
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Swinford - 17 Coaches Certified
McHale Park - 27 Coaches Certified
Louisburgh - 11 Coaches Certified
Castlebar Mitchels - 20 Coaches Certified
Breaffy GAA - 11 Participants, None Certified as yet
The Neale GAA Foundation - 16 Coaches Certified
Mayo GAA Online 9 (Cúl Camp) 80 Coaches Certified
Mayo Community Online - 11 Participants, None Certified as yet
East Mayo Foundation - Ongoing
•

Award One: 4 courses with 78 participants to date

Breaffy Sports Arena Football - 34 Participants
South Mayo Football - 19 Participants
Breaffy Sports Arena Hurling - 11 Coaches Certified
Westport award 1 football – 14 participants
Killala Award One - starting on November 11th.
•

Safeguarding 1: 27 courses with 527 participants to date

•

Transition Year (TY): TY life skills prog, 20 post primary schools with 410 participants
to date

•

Summary: Total numbers involved in coach education = 1316
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Club Mentoring Programme
The club mentoring program, which was developed by the Connacht
Council of the GAA, involves three visits by our coaches to each individual
club. On the first night a workshop is conducted with the host club's
coaches, on the second night a review and practical session is held, and the
third night focuses were the club wants/needs to progress to and how to
get there.

Hurling
A significant amount of hurling development is occurring at many
levels and with the upcoming hurling review further opportunities may
present themselves to further develop this game.

I would like to thank Adrian Hession for his drive & determination to
promote our ancient game and to Jimmy Connor for his work at
County Board level. An outline of activities for the year can be seen
below;
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Mayo GAA U-17 Hurlers (Celtic Challenge Cup):
•

U-17’s commenced in February with S&C testing and program.

•

Played two challenge games in preparation for competition.

•

Played 5 group games, beating Sligo. Draw with Donegal. Lose to Galway,
Roscommon & Leitrim.

•

Lost to Kildare in semi-final.

•

Thanks to the 33 players for competing in the campaign this year and to the mentors
Ger Greally (Tooreen), Finbarr Craughwell (Caiseal Gaels), Jamie Rooney (Ballina),
John Kennedy (Castlebar) and Shane Morley (Physio).

Mayo GAA U15 Hurlers (Hibernia Cup):
•

U15s started in May under the guidance of Richard Crinnegan (Tooreen), Michael
Bolger (Ballina) and Shane Morley (Physio).

•

Group grading games against Roscommon, Donegal, Tyrone.

•

Knockout games against Derry, Meath & Kildare.

•

Panel of 35 with seven of the eight underage clubs represented.

•

Group bonding day out in Croke Park in August after the Derry game in Abbottstown.

Mayo GAA U13 Hurlers (Connacht Connolly/Cunniffe Cup):
•

Mayo U13 split into East (Tooreen, Ballyhaunis, Claremorris & Caiseal Gaels) and
West (Westport, Castlebar, Ballyvary & Ballina).

•

Divisional training days and trial matches.

•

Connacht GAA Connolly/Cunniffe Day in September with games against Leitrim, Sligo
& Roscommon.

•

East Mayo side winners of Cup competition.

•

Thanks to mentors David Hurley (Claremorris), Tom Staunton (Ballyvary), Pierse
O’Reilly (Westport), Joe Dillon (Caiseal Gaels) and John Enright (Castlebar).
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Secondary Schools Hurling:
•

Three Mayo Secondary schools currently taking part in Mayo Post Primary schools
hurling competitions. Joined by three other Sligo schools to make up competitions.

•

Ballyhaunis CS, Rice College and St Colman’s compete in Mayo Post Primary hurling
competitions.

•

Ballyhaunis CS and St Colman’s compete in Connacht GAA Post Primary hurling
competitions.

•

Competitions at Senior, Junior and 1st/2nd Year provided.

•

Four blitz days for 1st/2nd/3rd years organised by Connacht GAA throughout the year

National Schools Hurling:
•

Forty-nine national schools take part in Cuman na mBunscoil Hurling.

•

Competitions include Mini7s, Div1 (11-a-side), Div2 (10-a-side), Div3 (9-a-side), Div4
(8-a-side), Div5 (7-a-side) & camogie.

•

Thirty players took part in Connacht GAA Intercounty Go-Games Day in May in Lough
George.

•

Six schools took part in Cuman na mBunscoil Exhibition Go-Games in McHale Park in
March.

•

Four players played in Mini7s exhibition in Croke Park.

•

Memorial Blitz Days as part of club/school links feature Andy Walsh, Vinny Judge,
Anthony Golden, Phil O’Reilly, Pat Cox, Teresa Raleigh and Eugene O’Shea Memorial
club hurling blitz days.

•

Twenty-one hurling schools taking part in GAA 5-Star Centre Program.

•

In total 39 blitzes held this year.
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Hurling Coaching/Referee Education:
•

Award1 Hurling Course held in February with 9 coaches graduating.

•

Three Foundation Award Hurling Coaching Courses saw 64 coaches graduate.

•

Four coaching workshops with Martin Fogarty (Kilkenny) with various squads and
clubs.

•

Connacht GAA Coaching Workshop with Eamon O’Shea, Molly Dunne and Eoin Kelly.

•

Two hurling coaches currently undertaking Connacht S&C Course.

•

Hurling referee seminars held throughout the year.

Hurling Summer Camps:
•

Five stand-alone hurling Cul Camps in July.

•

Tooreen, Westport, Caiseal Gaels, Castlebar & Ballyvary.

•

Castlebar Mitchels Hurling on the Greens ran for five weeks during summer.

Mayo GAA Club Hurling Competitions:
•

Four teams took part in Mayo GAA U17 Hurling League.

•

Four teams took part in Mayo GAA U16 Hurling championship.

•

Six teams took part in National U15 Tain Og League.

•

Six teams took part in Mayo GAA U14 Hurling Feile, League and championship.

•

Three teams travelled to National Feile na nGael this year in Cork/Kerry.

•

Six clubs took part in Mayo GAA U13 Hurling Mini league.

•

Six clubs took part in National U13 Tain Og league.

•

Seven clubs took part in Mayo GAA U12 Hurling Mini league and festival finals.

•

Eight clubs took part in Connacht GAA U11 blitz days.

•

Eight clubs took part in Mayo GAA U10/U8 Go games mini leagues.

87 | P a g e

Connacht GAA Wheelchair Hurling:
•

Four players from Mayo GAA took part in Connacht GAA Wheelchair Hurling team in
2019.

•

Ten Connacht GAA collective coaching session days in Barnacarroll throughout 2019.

•

Five National Blitz Days in Dungiven, Castlebar, Portlaoise, Newport and Dublin.

Poc Fada / Hurling Skills Competitions:
•

Mayo Poc Fada held in Tooreen in June, with competitions at Senior men, U16 boys,
Senior camogie, U16 camogie and Over 40s.

•

Connacht Poc Fada in July in Bekan. Congrats to Niall Fleming (Caiseal Gaels) who
finished U16 runner-up.

•

U14 Feile Skill star held in Castlebar in May. Congrats to Aiden Cunningham
(Castlebar) on winning and going forward to represent Mayo in Abbottstown.

•

U12 team skill star held in Claremorris in October. Congrats to Claremorris (Winner)
and Tooreen (runner-up) in this competition. Tooreen and Claremorris went forward
to Connacht competition in October. Tooreen finished runners-up in Connacht.

Special Thanks
•

Hurling Committee Officers: Jimmy Connor (Chair), Eugene Connolly (Sec), Ciara
Buckley (PRO).

•

Coiste Iomana na nOg: Brendan Geraghty (Chair), Thaigh Morley (Sec) & Pierse
O’Reilly (PRO).

•

Bord na nOg: Con Moynihan (Chair).

•

Coaching Committee: Liam Moffett (Chair) & Billy McNicholas (Sec).

•

Cuman na mBunscoil: Aodan O’Cuiv (Chair), Neil Reilly (Sec), Ml Bracken (Treas) &
Danny Charlton (PRO).

•

Post Primary: Joe McCabe (Chair) & Mike Herr (Sec).

•

Referees Coordinator: Mike Daly.

•

Club officers, teachers, tutors and academy coaches.
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Competition

Winner

Runner-Up

Referee

Senior Championship (Tyrell Cup)

Tooreen

Castlebar

Mike Herr

Senior B (Early Cup)

Westport

Ballyhaunis

Mike Herr

Senior League (Genfitt Cup)

Ballyhaunis

Tooreen

Charlie Collins

Senior League (Genfitt Shield)

Castlebar

Westport

James Judge

U21A Championship

Tooreen

Westport

Eoin Shaughnessy

U17A Hurling League

Westport

Tooreen

Pat Conlon

U17B Hurling League

Castlebar

Caiseal Gaels

James Judge

U16A Championship

Westport

Castlebar

Mike Herr

U16B Championship

Tooreen

Caiseal Gaels

Thaigh Morley

U14A Championship

Castlebar

Claremorris

James Judge

U14B Championship

Tooreen

Westport

Thaigh Morley

U14C Championship

Caiseal Gaels

Ballyvary

Thaigh Morley

U14A Feile

Westport

Claremorris

James Judge

U14B Feile

Castlebar

Tooreen

Eadhmonn MacSuibhne

U14 League

Tooreen

n/a

n/a

U13A League

Claremorris

Tooreen

Thaigh Morley

U13B League

Westport

Castlebar

Thaigh Morley

U13C League

Caiseal Gaels

Ballyvary

Christopher Burke

U12A League

Tooreen

Castlebar

Thaigh Morley

U12B League

Claremorris

Westport

James Judge

U12C League

Ballyhaunis

(Three way tie)

U12C League

Ballina

(Three way tie)

U12C League

Caiseal Gaels

(Three way tie)
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Handball
Mayo GAA handball had a very successful year in 2019 and I would like
to thank Michael Heraty for all of his work with this great sport. An
overview of handball activity and competition results is seen below;
•

Mayo had some success in the 60 x 30 softball All Ireland finals.

•

Patrick Murphy from Claremorris won the Junior singles.

•

James Towey from Ballaghaderreen won the over 45B singles.

•

Mayo also had runner up medals in ladies minor singles 45 A and 35 A men's.

•

National Championships were held in 2019 in Breaffy.

•

Congratulations to Claire Reynolds who won the U17 National Singles title.

•

Over 50’s runner up George Miller

•

Ladies runner up Marie Maloney.

•

All-Ireland double success was enjoyed in the Over 35’s competition was Joe McCann
& Joe Dowling from Ballaghderren.

•

Lorcan Colleran was a finalist in the juniors and Alan Masterson won the plate
competition.

•

Tourmakeady GAA held the 1-Wall national championships and also the Gaeltacht
Handball competition in 2019.
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Cumann na mBunscoil

At Cumann na mBunscoil level the standard of competition was high
culminating in the county finals which were in McHale Park. Cumann na
mBunscoil competitions are run very efficiently and are inclusive of as
many schools as possible in the county. While weather affected us earlier
in the year some primary schools players also got the opportunity to
participate in the half-time games in MacHale park. Sincere thanks to
Danny Charlton and all of the hard working Cumann na mBunscoil
officers and volunteer coaches.

Liam O’Moifeid
Coaching Officer Mayo GAA
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Cumann na mBunscol | Mayo GAA Convention Report 2019

2018/19 was another successful and busy year with activities right throughout the school
year including football, hurling/camogie, handball, rounders and quizzes.

Use of Pitches

We are very grateful to the clubs all around the county who allow us to use their facilities
free of charge. Our activities simply would not be possible without this.

Again this year we were delighted to hold our football and hurling finals over three evenings
in Elverys McHale Park. These finals are our showpiece events and it is a great privilege to
host them in our county ground. It is a wonderful opportunity for the children and schools
involved. We are most grateful to the County Board for facilitating this and we would like to
thank Phil Heneghan, who is always so accommodating. A special mention for Head Steward
Peter Geraghty who did a marvellous job of marshalling the stand on our finals days.

Quiz
Our quiz took place in An Sportlann this year. Thank you to Pat Dowling for his assistance
and the Castlebar Mitchels Club for use of their facilities.

Handball

There was an increase in participation levels across all grades in handball this year. Over 70
children from 19 schools participated over two evenings’ competition.Congratulations all
our handballers who went on to represent Mayo at Connacht and All Ireland level. Thanks to
An Sportlann for hosting and facilitating our games.
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Rounders

A number of non-competitive blitzes were held during May and June around the county
involving 20 schools and 450 children.
Rounders continues to go from strength to strength at primary school level and is a great
introductory, non-invasive sport for children to participate in. Breaffy GAA club hosted the
Tom Higgins Memorial Competition which was won by Breaffy NS

Hurling

As always, we are extremely grateful to Adrian Hession for his support. There are now over
40 schools participating in our outdoor competitions. Much of the continued growth of the
game can be attributed to the successes of our inter-county teams at adult and underage
level. Such is the success of hurling in schools it is proposed to introduce another division
this coming year.

Congratulations to Taugheen, Tooreen, Straide, Robeen and Kilmovee who won their
respective divisions in the boys’ competitions and to Brackloon NS, Gaelscoil na Cruaiche,
and The Quay, Westport who won out in the girls’ competitions. Thanks to Maria Coyne for
helping with camogie.

The “First Hurley Scheme” is now in its seventh year with nearly 1,500 quality hurls
distributed to children around the county at a very reasonable cost. Over 400 hurls have
been distributed this year alone.

Mini 7s Football
Our football Mini 7s finals were again hosted on the 3G pitch in the Connacht GAA Centre of
Excellence. Congratulations to our winners .
All Mini 7s winning schools had representatives who played exhibitions in Croke Park during
the Senior Hurling and Football All Irelands this summer.
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Football

Our football finals were held in Elverys McHale Park over three evenings in May and June.
These finals were the culmination of competitions which began in our nine local areas, the
winners of which progressed through county quarter and semi-finals.
Sincere thanks to all teachers who organised these competitions at local level and to those
who helped out on county finals day. We are hugely grateful to Billy McNichoals and his
coaches for their help in running these very large competitions throughout the county.
We would also like to thank all local media who give us such great coverage.

Congratulations to our football county champions for 2019:

Division (based on school
size)

Boys Champions

Girls Champions

5

Derrinabroc

Cogaula

4

Cross

Ballyheane

3

Aghamore

Ardagh

2B

Gaelscoil na Cruaiche

Myna

2

Crossmolina

Bekan

1B

Claremorris Boys NS

Scoil Raifteirí

1

St Aidan’s Kiltimagh

Quay Ballina
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Young Whistlers Programme

Children from Fahy NS (Westport) took part in the Young Whistlers Programme whereby
they were trained as referees and had the opportunity to referee our exhibition games in
MacHale Park. Thanks to Referee Co-Ordinator Michael Daly and referee Mel Kenny for their
help in the implementation of this worthwhile programme.

Exhibitions

We ran football and hurling half-time exhibitions during the National Football League for all
but one of Mayo’s home games, . The Roscommon game was not used for exhibitions due
to the inclement weather. These are a very successful way of promoting our activities and a
great opportunity for children to play in Elverys McHale Park in front of large crowds. We
are very grateful to Padraic Carolan, Billy McNichoals and Adrian Hession, The County Board
and all the teachers who make these exhibitions happen.

We fielded teams for the half-time exhibitions during the Mayo V Roscommon Connacht
Championship game. A total of 20 children represented Mayo on that day as well as two
young whistlers who refereed the games. A number of children went on to play in
exhibitions in Croke Park in both Hurling and Football throughout both All Ireland
Championships.

Thank you to the County Board for providing playing gear for the children who participated
in the Connacht Quarter Final.

Richie Goggins,
Cathaoirleach
Cumann na mBunscol Mhaigh Eo
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Mayo Post Primary Schools Report for Mayo GAA Convention 2019

Mayo Post Primary Schools have held competitions in football and hurling in the 2019/20
School Year. The football competitions have been played at Senior (Flanagan Cup),
Junior(Colleran Cup), Juvenile(O’Haire Cup) and First Year in grades A, B, C and D while we
have Hurling at Senior and Junior levels. The finalists of the football competitions emerge
from blitzes played at the start of the School Year. At the time of going to print, 8 finals have
been completed in the football while the Hurling competitions are ongoing. The winners and
teams who qualified for finals are listed below.

The games in our schools are going well but the fact that many club underage competitions
continue into October and November has caused some difficulties. Many schools games had
to be postponed and in some instances club pitches were difficult to get.
Thanks to the following clubs who give their facilities year after year: Ardagh, Moygownagh,
Ballina Stephenites, Westport, Cill Chomain, Islandeady, Kiltane, Crossmolina, Kilfian,
Knockmore, Castlebar Mitchels, Belmullet, Lahardane, Swinford Community Pitch, Moyne
College and the Connacht Centre of Excellence.

Thanks to all referees who officiated at our games. Thanks to the Schools for facilitating the
playing of the competitions and a special thanks to the teachers who promote Gaelic Games
in our schools.

This is the first year of the new sponsorship arrangements thanks to Elverys and Mayo
County Board. A word of thanks to Elverys representative, Diarmuid Byrne and especially to
Mayo County Board Treasurer, Kevin O’Toole.
Sponsorship is being provided for all second level schools in the County including the four
convent schools who participate in Gaelic Games, St Mary’s Ballina, Sacred Heart Westport,
St Joseph’s Castlebar and Mount St Michael Claremorris. The deal is for three years and, if
successful, will be continued.
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Football Competition Finals/Winners 2019-20
Flanagan - Senior
A

St Murdeach’s

v

St. Geralds

B

Foxford

v

Balla

C

Gortnor Abbey

v

Swinford - Winners Gortnor Abbey

D

St Tiernan’s

v

Charlestown Winners Charlestown

Colleran - Junior
A

St Murdeachs

V

St Geralds Winners St Geralds

B

Gortnor Abbey

V

Foxford

C

Lacken

D

Tourmakeady

v
v

St Tiernans
Achill

Winners Achill

O’Haire - Juvenile
A

St Colmans

V

St Geralds

B

Foxford

V

Kiltimagh

C

Ballyhaunisc.s.

D

Lacken

97 | P a g e

V
V

Winners St Geralds

St Geralds B Team Winners Ballyhaunis
Achill

First Year
A

St Nathys

V

St Geralds

B

Kiltimagh Winners

C

Davitt College

V

St Tiernans

D

Lacken

V

Charlestown

Winners Lacken

Hurling
Senior and Junior
5 schools involved: Rice College, St Colmans, Summerhill Sligo, Ballyhaunis C.S. & Easkey
Voc. School
Competitions are ongoing.
Michael Herr and John Holian.
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HURLING REPORT 2019

2019 was again a busy year at all levels.

SENIOR INTERCOUNTY
Team Managament:

Derek Walsh continued on as Manager for a second year. He was joined by David McConn,
Tom Phillips as Selectors and Declan Walsh as Coach.

Competitions:

Allianz National League Division 2A.
Having won promotion in 2018 this was a big step up for the team.

Round 1 - Mayo 0-17 Meath 0 – 17 (Home)

This game was played in Tooreen in front of a big home crowd. This was a great game for a
first round league clash and a late rally by Mayo earned them a deserved draw.

Round 2 - London v Mayo (Away) - (Cancelled).

After making the long trip to London the game was cancelled an hour before throw-in due
to a frozen pitch. This was very disappointing but player safety is always paramount.

Round 3 - Kerry 3-18 Mayo 0 – 9 (Away).

We came up against a Kerry team who were far superior on the day and led by 15 points at
half time. We had no answer to their superior team work and scoring power.
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Round 4 - Mayo 0 – 13 Antrim 5 – 18 (Home)

This game was played in Ballina. We came up against an Antrim team that have played in
Division 1 not many years ago. Again they showed the quality of teams in this division.
They were always in control of the game and their ability to score goals meant they had an
easy win.
Round 5 – Westmeath 2-12 Mayo 0 – 6 (Away).

This game was played in terrible conditions with heavy snow showers. This was probably
our best display since the Meath game in Round 1. We only trailed by 3 points mid way
through the second half but Westmeath kicked on to get late scores and the winning
scoreline flattered them.

Round 2 – Refixture – London V Mayo (Away).

We again make the long journey to London on the 10th March for the refixture. Thankfully
there were no weather issues this time. We knew that we needed a least a draw to secure
Division 2A hurling for next year. The game was level with ten minutes to go but a great
finish by Mayo saw them secure a 3 point win. This was a great result as Ruislip is always a
difficult venue to get a win.

Overall it was great to maintain our Division 2A status for 2020. The Management know
that we need to be playing teams at this level to improve our own teams standards.
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NICKY RACKARD CUP.

After our relegation from the Christy Ring Cup in 2018 the aim of the team and
management was to get promoted back to the Christy Ring Cup this year.

After maintaining our Division 2A League status confidence was high that this could be
achieved. The competition is divided into two groups of four teams with the top two teams
in each group going through to the semi-finals. We had Tyrone, Louth and Sligo in our
group.

Round 1 - Tyrone 1 – 15 Mayo 0 -15 (Away).

This was played before the Tyrone v Derry Ulster Championship game in Omagh in front of
a big and passionate home crowd. The home team got off to the better start and settled
after an early goal. We were playing poorly but were only two points behind at the break.
A series of poor wides throughout the game - 19 in total meant we could not close the gap
on their three point lead. This was a very disappointing display and a poor start to the
Championship.
Round 2 - Mayo 3-23 Louth 1-13 (Home).

We needed a big performance from the team after the disappointment of the defeat to
Tyrone. A clinical second half performance in which we scored 3 -12 secured a deserved 16
point win.
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Round 3 - Sligo 2-16 Mayo 1-19 (Away)
We knew that a win was required if we were to progress to the semi-final. Sligo already had
impressive wins over Louth and Tyrone. We started the game very poorly and conceded
two early goals. We were beaten all over the field and at half time Sligo led by 12 points. A
number of changes to the team improved our second half performance and we drew level
late in the game. However we could not find the winning score and the game ended in a
draw. We were out of the Nicky Rackard Cup as Sligo and Tyrone progessed to the semifinals.

Overall it was an extremely disappointing end of the season. The Team and Management
had high hopes of winning the competition but can have no complaints particularly after the
displays against Tyrone and the first half of the Sligo game.

Nicky Rackard All Star Team – Congratulations to Shane Boland who was selected on the
team. He had put in great performances all year and deserved this recognition.

U20 Team Management:-

David McConn and Tom Phillips continued as joint managers for 2019.

U20 – All Ireland B Championship:-

This competition is played on a straight knock out basis.

Quarter-Finals

Mayo - 0 -15 Wicklow 1-13 (Tullamore).
We went into this game without any competitive games as there is no other competition at
this level.
Despite only having a few weeks training under their belt the team played superbly in a
highly entertaining game. We led the game by one point going into injury time but Wicklow
scored two late points to deny us victory. It was very disappointing that their season was
over after just one game. Players at this level deserve better.
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CLUB COMPETITIONS
Genfit Senior League:Four teams participated Ballyhaunis, Castlebar, Tooreen, Westport. The competition is
played on a round robin basis without a number of County players on the teams. Tooreen
beat Ballyhaunis in the A Final and Castlebar beat Westport in the B Final.

Senior Hurling Championship:-

Four teams participated – Ballyhaunis, Castlebar, Tooreen, Westport. The competition was
played on a round robin basis with Tooreen topping the group. Second and third placed
teams Ballyhaunis and Castlebar played in the semi-final. After a very tight game Castlebar
won by a point to qualify for their first County Final in 21 years.
The Castlebar v Tooreen Final was played in McHale Park. This was the first time the final
was played in McHale Park for a number of years. This was a very entertaining and close
fought game played in front of a big crowd. In the end Tooreen won by 2 points but
Castlebar can be pleased with their efforts and it should not be as long again before they
contest another Final.

Connaught Intermediate Championship.

Tooreen played Four Roads, Roscommon champions in the quarter final in Athleague. They
continued Mayo’s great winning record against their Roscommon opponents and won by 10
points. In the Semi-Final they played London champions Robert Emmets in Athleague. This
was a close fought game and was level at full time. In extra time Tooreen finished the
strongest and won by four points. They now face Kinvara the Galway Intermediate
champions on the 19th November again in Athleague. Hopes are high that they can repeat
their 2017 Connacht Final win.

Under 21 Championship;-

Only two teams participated in the competition this year, Tooreen and Westport. The Final
was played on the 28th September and Tooreen won by 3 points in a close fought game.
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Poc Fada Competition:The competition was held at Tooreen Hurling Pitch this year as Boley Hill was not accessible
due to poor weather conditions.

Winners – Senior

1st Cormac Phillips – Ballyhaunis
2nd Donal O’Brien – Ballyhaunis
1st Ger Greally- Tooreen

Over 40 -

Hurling Review
Earlier this year Mick Connolly County Chairman appointed a three person committee to
undertake a review of hurling in the County. They plan to present their report in November.

Coiste Iomani – Mhaigh Eo
Jimmie Connor (Chairman) Ciara Buckley (PRO) and myself as Secretary continued in our
posts for 2019. Brendan Geraghty was appointed as Vice-Chairman.

THANKS TO
-

All Clubs at senior and underage level for their continued commitment to the
promotion of hurling in the County.
Referees who are always available to officiate at all levels.
County Board Chairman and all the County Board Officers
Michael Cummins Admistrator for his courtesy and help in dealing with all our
issues and requests.
Coaches involved with Development squads.
Bord Na nOg Committee for their work in organising underage competitions.
Local Media for the ecoverage of our games.
Adrian Hession G.P.O. to his ongoing commitment to schools coaching,
development squads, organisation of schools competitions.
Jimme Connor (Chairman) Ciara Buckley (PRO) Brendan Geraghty (Vice-Chairman
and Fixtures Secretary) for their work throughout the year.
Finally I am stepping down as Secretary of Coiste Iomani Mhaigh Eo after 6 years
in the role.

I wish continued success to everyone involved in the Mayo Hurling in the future.
______________________
Eoghan O’Conghaile
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Runai Coiste Iomani Mhaigh Eo
Mayo GAA Handball County Board Report 2019

Clubs in Mayo: 12
Membership: 555
Adult:

220

Juvenile:

335

At the GAA Handball Congress in February 2019, Dessie Keegan Ballaghadereen was elected
Uachtarán Tofa of GAA Handball. He will take up office as GAA Handball President at
Congress. Dessie is a senior handballer with over 80 All Ireland titles at all grades, 4 Worlds,
4 USHA and 1 European titles. He brings a wealth of experience to the job, having served as
club secretary and chairman, was a member of Connacht Council and was players rep on
Central Council for many years.
Competitions:
National Competitions
Mayo hosted She’s Ace in January with over 160 lady handballers entering the competition.
Aughagower Newport, Claremorris, Castlebar, Ballaghadereen, Kiltimagh and Carnacon
played host to the four wall competitions on Saturday while Breaffy was the venue for the
Wall Ball on Sunday.
In February, Mayo for the second time in 18 months hosted the Senior Nationals with 116
handballers descending on the county. Venues were Ballaghadreen Aughagower, Newport,
Claremorris, Carnacon, KIltimagh and Castlebar.
Juveniles
40 x 20 Colleges
A Colleges: All Ireland success for Claire Reynolds and Cuilleann Burke
B Colleges: We had Connacht Success in grades: First years Boys, Junior Boys, Intermediate
doubles. This competition does not go to All Ireland.
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40 X 20 Championship
A Championship: We had success at Connacht but unfortunately no All Ireland winners
B Championship: We had Connacht success at U12 Boys Doubles, U13 Singles Boys, U15
Singles Boys, Under 15 Doubles Boys, U16 Singles Boys, U17 Boys Singles, U17 Boys Doubles,
and U15 Girls Singles. This competition does not go to All Ireland.

Softball
There was no success in the Juvenile Softball competitions this year.

National Competitions
Mayo Handball had teams in Cumann na mBunscoil, Community Games and Féile this year
with improved participation from clubs in all competitions.

Adults
40 x 20 Championship
Singles - Mayo competed in four grades in All Ireland Finals with no success.
Doubles – Two pairings reached the All Ireland Finals with success for Joe McCann and Joe
Dowling.
Connacht Wall Ball
Mayo hosted the Connacht Wall Ball in Tourmakeady where we had five winners in the
competition.
This competition does not go to All Ireland.
Wall Ball Nationals
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Mayo played host again in Breaffy to the Wall Ball Nationals with Claire Reynolds winning
the U17 Girls competition
Senior Softball
Mayo contested the All Ireland finals in six grades winning All Ireland titles in two.
In doubles, Mayo contested six grades with success for Joe McCann and Joe Dowling – a
repeat of their earlier All Ireland win in 40 x 20.
Club Tournaments
The usual club tournaments were held throughout the year. The Noonan and Gannon Cups
in Aughagower, the John Gaffney Memorial Tournament in Ballaghadereen the Roche cup in
Belcarra and the Liam Burke Memorial Tournament run by Newport Handball Club, a
juvenile tournament confined to Connacht and played in alleys throughout Mayo.
Aughagower Handball Club celebrated 25 year anniversary and some of our senior players
played there on October Bank Holiday weekend.
The Connacht Strategic Plan (Handball) is nearing completion and it is hoped to present this
plan to Connacht GAA early 2020.
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All Mayo clubs bought Cairde Mhuigheo tickets again this year and Mayo GAA sponsored 58
Mayo Handball jerseys in 2019. This is a massive help to Mayo GAA Handball as we do not
have any other means of funding and is much appreciated buy all the players.
At the All Star nominations last week, Mayo received four nominations.
Young Male Player of the year: Lorcon Conlon Bofield handball Club
Young Female Player of the Year: Claire Reynolds Belcarra Handball Club
Club Person of the Year: Michael Heraty, Aughagower Handball Club
Venue of the Year: Aughagower Handball Club.
GAA Handball's new quality standards programme for Handball Clubs across Ireland, "Club
Iontach" is now live and ready for applications.
The programme was devised to help guide clubs to achieve minimum operating standards in
core areas, aimed at improving all aspects of club development, and was officially launched
at the National Club Forum at Croke Park. Mayo GAA are encouraging all clubs to avail of
this opportunity of improvement.
Le gach dea- mhéin
Gemma O’Malley
Secretary Mayo GAA Handball County Board
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SCÓR 2019!
2019 has been another good year for Scór in Mayo, with our Scór Sinsir competition being
one of the largest in recent years ,
Three of our winners went on to represent Connacht in the All Irelands which was held in
Castlebar and Aghamore winning back to back Rince Seit competitions
Our Scór na nÓg too was a great success with competitions in three of the four divisions and
excellent competition in every discipline
Scór na bPaistí is still the jewel in the crown with excellent competition and packed halls in
every division and every club area represented by a local school
the talent is out there

I want to take this opportunity to thank my fellow officers in Coiste Scór
Grainne Kelly Frain our secretary, Mary Fergus treasurer and Ann Forry our PRO
Our divisional officers Mary Loughney North Mayo, John Muldoon South Mayo, Grainne
Kelly Frain South Mayo and Mary Fergus in the West
I also want to express my appreciation to former officers Aingeal Úi Mhaicin, and Neil
Douglas, Michael McAndrew, Anita Moore and Gerry Bourke
Their help over the last five years has been invaluable
All the volunteers and stewards who helped during the two All Irelands, thank you
and finally Mike Connelly and Michael Cummins in MacHale Park , Thank You for your
support throughout the five years

Seamus MacGiobúin
Oifeagh Cultúr agus Teanga
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Mayo Scór Winners
Aghamore All Ireland rince seit champions
SCÓR SINSEAR - CONNACHT FINAL RESULTS
Tráth na gCeist - Claremorris GAA, Mayo.
Ceol Uirlise - Achill GAA, Mayo.
Rince Seit - Aghamore GAA, Mayo.

SENIOR SCÓR RESULTS Maigh Éo

Tráth na gCeist - Claremorris GAA.
Solo Singing - Cian McNamara, CLG Acla.
Recitation - Angela Dowd, Claremorris GAA.
Ballad Group - CLG Acla.
Léiriú - Kilfian GAA.
Ceol Uirlise - CLG Acla.
Rince Seit - Aghamore GAA.

CLG Acla (Achill) were winners also of the trophy for best overall club.
Scór na nÓg County Final Results
Tráth na gCeist - Claremorris GAA.
Figure Dancing - Louisburgh GAA.
Solo Singing - Achill GAA.
Recitation - Davitts GAA.
Ballad Group - Burrishoole GAA.
Léiriú - Achill GAA.
Instrumental Music - Swinford GAA.
Set Dancing - Aghamore GAA.
Best Club Overall - Achill GAA.
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SCÓR NA bPÁISTÍ COUNTY FINAL RESULTS
The county final was before a packed house in Balla Community Centre. The standard across
all competitions was extremely high and it would be the envy of nobody present to be in the
adjudicators’ chairs today.
WINNERS
Rince Foirne - Louisburgh NS.
Solo Singing - Dearbhla O’Donoghue, Shraigh NS, Bunnahowen.
Recitation - Grace McDermott, Irishtown NS.
Ballad Group - Ballyvary Central NS.
Léiriú - Cross NS.
Sean Nós Dancing - Kevin Henry, Midfield NS.
Ceol Uirlise - Behy NS, Ballina.
Rince Seit - Aghamore NS.
Scór Mhaigh Eo would like to thank everyone who supported the day and also Balla
Community Centre for providing such a lovely venue for the final. Nár laga Dia sibh!
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Hearings Committee Report 2019
Mayo Hearings Committee 2019
Mattie Joe Connolly (Chairman) (Garrymore)
Tod O’Mahony (Secretary) (Kiltimagh)
Joe McVeigh (Bohola Moy Davitts)
Pat McManamon (Burrishoole)
Anthony Egan (Bonniconlon)
John Kilgallon (Ballaghadereen)
Sean Higgins (Davitts)
PJ King (Knockmore)
Craig Middleton (Claremorris)
Michael Diskin (Castlebar Mitchels)
In 2019, the Hearings Committee sat on 12 occasions to hear cases against Clubs/Officials
and against players. Those hearings involved 9 players in total and this included 2 juveniles.
There were 2 hearings involving club officials and one appeal regarding a transfer. There
were a broad range of alleged infractions that came before the Committee. The infractions
alleged against players ranged from striking an opponent to minor physical interference
with a referee.
Of the 9 cases heard by the Committee involving players, 1 resulted in the alleged infraction
being considered not to have been proven; 2 resulted in the alleged infraction being
reduced to a lesser infraction which did not require a match suspension and 6 resulted in a
penalty involving a suspension being imposed. The penalty being at least the minimum
penalty appropriate to the infraction as set out in the Official Guide 2019.
There were no appeals to the Connacht Hearings Committee from the decisions of the
Committee.

We would ask Clubs to note the following:
In 2019, the time within which a member/Club, the subject of disciplinary action, must
request a hearing from the County Hearings Committee has been reduced from 3 days from
the receipt of the Notice of Disciplinary Action to 2 days from the receipt of that Notice.
Please be aware of the shorter time limit.
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Procedure for Players seeking Hearing
In the first instance a player, subject to disciplinary action, will receive a Notice of
Disciplinary Action from the County Competitions Control Committee (CCC) and that Notice
will contain details of the penalty proposed. A player can accept that penalty or, if he is
dissatisfied with what is proposed, he can, within 2 days from the date and time of receipt
of the Notice, seek a hearing on the charge before the County Hearings Committee. Once a
player seeks a hearing then no decision has been made. It is then a matter for the County
Hearings Committee to make a decision on that charge, Once the Hearings Committee
makes its decision then, if the player is not satisfied, the player has the right of appeal to the
Connacht Hearings Committee. That is the end of the process but the player, if still
dissatisfied with the decision on appeal, may seek to have the matter referred to Arbitration
and that will go to the Disputes Resolution Authority (DRA) of the GAA.
The Mayo Hearings Committee strives to ensure that anyone who opts for a hearing is
afforded fair procedures and the Committee is mindful of the many decisions that have
been made by the DRA and other decision making bodies determining that anyone seeking a
hearing in GAA disciplinary matters is afforded a fair hearing and fair procedures
appropriate to the disciplinary action.
The Committee also seeks to ensure that if a player/official/club is subject to disciplinary
action then that charge is dealt with as expeditiously as possible and any unjustified delay is
avoided.
Tod O’Mahony
Secretary, Hearings Committee
December 2019
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Tuariscail Forbartha – Development Report 2019
Uaillaim O Ceallaigh
I am completing my term as Development Officer and for the last five years I have
thoroughly enjoyed my time in this position.
Over the last five years I have seen the great willingness of Club Officers to improve their
facilities and it is a credit to our hardworking volunteers in the great efforts they make to
modernise their Premises and Playing facilities.
If I could offer any advice to Clubs it would be try to familiarise yourselves with Sports
Capital Grants and Grants from Connacht Council. It is important for Clubs to do the
research in these areas and then see if the expenditure can be factored into either or both
of these areas.
Clubs also need to have a 1 – 5 year plan depending on their proposals and these plans
provide a real roadmap for Club Officers and Members.
In 2020 you will have a new Development Officer and I will offer any assistance I can give to
the incoming officer. I have no doubt Clubs are already looking at developments in the new
year and I wish all Clubs well in their plans.
I would like to thank Philip Heneghan and Gerry Bourke for the upkeep of MacHale Park and
also my own Committee Members, Cathy Carney, Gerry Bourke, Jerry Henry, Padraic
Corcoran, Peter Geraghty along with Michael Cummins in their assistance in reviewing the
grant applications and talking to the Clubs before the final paperwork was submitted.

Congratulations to Charlestown GAA who are the 2019 Club of the Year,
Charlestown have made great strides over the last few years and their playing/player
facilities and spectator facilities are highly commendable and well done to all involved.

Best wishes for 2020, Uailliam O Ceallaigh, Oifigeach Forbartha,
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Nominations 2020

Nominee - Date Nominated
Sean Feeney - 3.11.19
Seamus Tuohy - 28.10.19
Liam Moffatt - 4.11.19
Con Moynihan - 3.11.19
Dermot Butler - 4.11.19
Ronan Kirrane - 5.11.19
Valerie Murphy - 13.11.19
Michael Diskin - 13.11.19
Michael Gallagher - 6.11.19
Paul Cunnane - 15.11.19

Position
President
Chairperson
Chairperson
Vice- Chairman
Secretary
Asst Secretary
Treasurer
Asst Treasurer
PRO
PRO
Coaching Officer

Nominating Club
Ballintubber/West Board
Breaffy
Crossmolina Deel Rovers
Ballaghaderreen
Crossmolina Deel Rovers
Davitts
Charlestown
Castlebar Mitchels
Ballycroy
Davitts

Cultural Officer
Paddy McNicholas -14.11.19
Vincent Neary - 14.11.19
GerMcHugh - 14.11.19
John Hopkins - 14.11.19
Johnnie O’Malley - 16.11.19
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Central Council
Connacht Council
Connacht Council
Connacht Council
Connacht Council

Kiltimagh
Bonniconlon
Hollymount/Carramore
The Neale
Ardnaree Sarsfields

Voting allocations
North

Allocated

West

Allocated

Ardagh

3

Achill

3

Adrnaree

3

Balla

3

Ballina Stephenites

3

Ballintubber

3

Ballycastle

3

Shane Quinn (West Secretary)

1

Ballycroy

3

Breaffy

3

Belmullett

3

Gerry Bourke (Connacht Council Delegate)

1

Bonniconlon

3

Seamus Tuohy (Vice Chair)

1

Vincent Neary (Childrens Officer)

1

Burrishoole

3

Crossmolina

3

Castlebar Hurling

3

Dermot Butler (County Secretary)

1

Castlebar Mitchels

3

Mick Herr (North Chair)

1

Islandeady

3

Liam Moffatt (Coaching Officer)

1

Kilmeena

3

Kilfian

3

Willie Kelly (Development Officer)

1

Killala

3

Louisburgh

3

Kiltane

3

John Gibbons (West Chair)

1

Knockmore

3

Parke

3

Sean McEil (Central Council Delegate)

1

Tuair Mhic Eadaigh

3

Lahardane

3

Kevin O Toole (County Treasurer)

1

James Gibbons (Scor Chair)

1

Westport

3

Lacken

3

Moygownagh

3

Cill Chomain

3
1

John Walker(North Secretary)

55
South

Allocated

45
East

Allocated

Ballinrobe

3

Aghamore

3

Claremorris

3

Ballaghdereen

3

Davitts

3

Con Moynihan (Bord na Nog Chair)

1

Paul Cunnane (County PRO)

1

Ballyhaunis

3

Ronan Kirrane

1

Mary Prenty (East Secretary)

1

Garrymore

3

Charlestown

3

John Farragher (South Chair)

1

Eastern Gaels

3

Shrule Glencorrib

3

Kilmovee

3

Hollymount Carramore

3

Kiltimagh

3

Michael Connolly(County Chair)

1

Paddy McNicholas (Connacht Council Delegate)

1

Ger McHugh (County Asst Treasurer)

1

Bohola Moy Davitts

3

Michael King(South Secretary)

1

Swinford

3

Kilmaine

3

Michael Daly (East Chairperson)

1

Mayo Gaels

3

Tooreen

3

The Neale

3

Jimmy Connor (Hurling Chairman)

1

33

35

Cumann na mBunscoil

1

Total electoral votes

Post Primary

1

North

55

Handball

1

South

33

3

East

35

West

45

Others

3
171
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Motions
CCC
1. Bye Law 8 – Regrading

•

Further to Rule 6.20 of the T.O.2019, all applications for player regrades from Senior
Championship to Intermediate Championship shall be lodged with the County
Secretary at least 3 days prior to the Meeting of the County Committee immediately
preceding the first round of the Intermediate Championship;

•

Further to Rule 6.20 of the T.O.2019, all applications for player regrades from
Senior/Intermediate/Exclusive Junior Championship/Junior Championship to
Junior/Junior B/Junior C Championship shall be lodged with the County Secretary at
least 28 days prior to the first round of the Junior Championship.

•

All applications for regrading must be considered by the County Competitions Control
Committee and the CCC shall make recommendations to the County Committee on
all applications for regrading.

•

The right to regrade from Senior Championship to Intermediate Championship shall
be subject to a maximum of 5 players in any one calendar year.

•

Where Clubs have teams competing in the Junior/Junior B/Junior C Championship,
then each Club may regrade, by one level only and to the next lowest grade of
championship in which that Club has a team participating, all players that played in
the higher championship level in the preceding year, with the exception of 12 of
those players nominated from the players who participated in the team’s final
championship game in the preceding year.

•

Any player whose application to regrade has been refused by the County Committee
shall be furnished with the reason(s) for such refusal and shall have the right of
appeal against that decision to the County Hearings Committee whose decision shall
be final subject only to a claim for Arbitration to the Disputes Resolution Authority.
(Kiltimagh)
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Administration

2. Each officer or executive member has to provide, where a written report to be
circulated via email to club delegates three days in advance of each county board
meeting. If no report is provided then an explanation as to why there is no report is to
be provided in advance of the meeting. The following officers or executive members
have to provide written reports: Chairperson, Treasurer, PRO, Coaching Officer,
Central Council, Connacht Council, Health and Wellbeing, CCC, Development Officer,
Hurling Board Chairman, Schools, Bord na nOg Chairman, Cultural Officer.
(Mayo Gaels)

3. Amend County Bye Laws in areas highlighted
The Governing Body of the Gaelic Athletic Association in Mayo shall be The Mayo
County Committee.

County Convention 2:1 In accordance with Rule 3.10 and 3.11 T.O 2019, and these
Bye Laws the County Convention shall elect / appoint Officers and Representatives in
accordance with Rule 3.11 and Delegates in accordance with Rule 3.12 following
nomination in accordance with Rial 3.13:
Chairperson, Vice Chairperson, County Secretary, Assistant Secretary, County
Treasurer, Assistant Treasurer, Coaching Officer, Officer for Irish Language and
Culture, Public Relations Officer.
All elections shall be conducted on the basis of Proportional Representation. In
addition the County Convention shall appoint a Development Officer and
Children’s Officer, recommended by the outgoing county committee.
2:2. Rule 3.11(b) shall not apply to the office of Treasurer or Children’s Officer
2.3 Before publication of Convention motions submitted in accordance with Rule
3.14 these shall be examined by the Management Committee. Motions considered
to be out of order should be returned to the submitting Unit indicating reasons and
affording an opportunity to re-submit

118 | P a g e

The following limitations in terms of office shall apply;
A member may not serve for more than three consecutive years as Chairperson,
and having served such a term, shall be ineligible for a period of one year to
contest an election for the offices of Chairperson, Vice Chairperson, Public
Relations Officer, Officer for Irish Language and Culture and Coaching Officer, or for
appointment as Development Officer or Childrens Officer
A member may not serve for more than three consecutive years as ViceChairperson, and having served such a term shall be ineligible for a period of a year
to contest the elections for the Offices of Vice Chairperson, Public Relations
Officer, Officer for Irish Language and Culture and Coaching Officer or for
appointment as Development Officer or Childrens Officer
A member may not serve more than three consecutive years in any one or
combination of the following offices, Development Officer, Public Relations Officer,
Officer for Irish Language and Culture, Coaching Officer, and Children’s Officer and,
having served such a term, shall be ineligible for a period of one year to contest an
election/appointment for any one of these offices. (Ballyhaunis)
4. In accordance with Riail 3.18(a) of An Treorai Oifigiuil 2017 - The County Committee
shall consist of the following: County Chairperson, Vice Chairperson, County Secretary,
Assistant Secretary, County Treasurer, Assistant Treasurer, Central Council
Representative, Connacht Council Representatives (2), Children’s Officer,
Development Officer, Coaching Officer, Oifigeach na Gaeilge, Public Relations Officer,
The Chairperson and Secretary of Coiste na nOg, The Chairperson of Hurling Sub
Committee, The Referee’s Administrator, A named representative from each of the
County Primary Schools Committee, County Post-Primary Schools Committee and
County Handball Committee, The Chairperson and Secretary of each Divisional
Committee, The Chairperson of the Hurling Sub Committee and a named
representative of each Adult Club affiliated and taking part in Adult Competitions. The
Referee’s Administrator shall be appointed in accordance with Rial 3.19(h) T.O 2017.
The representatives from the County Primary Schools from the County Post-Primary
Schools, shall be appointed by the County Committee in January each year. The
Handball representative shall be nominated by the County Handball Committee.
As Sanctioned by Management on behalf of Central Council on 19u Lá Eanair 2018
County Committee may delegate additional powers to the County Management
Committee where defined in these by-laws.
County Committee shall meet at least 8 times per annum at venues nominated by the
County Management Committee and shall cause a record to be kept by way of formal
minutes of all matters dealt with.
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The quorum of all meetings of County Committee shall be one quarter of those
entitled to attend and vote.
A club representative may be represented by a proxy who shall furnish
authorization to act as proxy to the County Secretary prior to the commencement of
the meeting. No Proxy shall represent any other member of the County Committee.
At the first ordinary meeting of the County Committee after Convention, The County
Chairperson shall nominate for appointment, by the County Committee, the
Chairperson of all Sub-Committees except the Divisional Committees.
County Sub Committees In accordance with Riail 3.20 of An Treorai Oifigiuil 2019
and subject to Rules 3.21 and 4.4 T.O 2019 - The County Committee shall appoint the
following Sub- Committees whose powers and functions shall be as outlined therein
and in these Bye-Laws: Management Committee. The Management Committee shall
be responsible, between meetings of the County Committee, for the Management
of the Affairs of the Association, subject to the overall jurisdiction of the County
Committee, including Discipline (Non Games Related) Finance, Sponsorship, Cairde
Mhaigheo, Public Relations and the Control and management of County teams. All
Sub- Committees shall report directly to the Management Committee and to the
County Committee.
The Management Committee shall be appointed annually consist of the following:
County Chairperson and Vice Chairperson, County Secretary and Assistant Secretary,
County Treasurer and Assistant Treasurer, Central Council Representative, Connacht
Council delegates (2), Coiste na nOg Chairperson and Secretary, Children’s Officer,
Officer for Irish Language and Culture, Development Officer, Coaching Officer, Public
Relations Officer, and Chairperson of Hurling Sub Committee.
(B) Four Other members of the County Committee, one to be elected from each of
the following castegories
(1)Members representing Senior Clubs.
(2)Members representing /Intermediate Clubs.
(3)Members representing Junior Clubs.
(4)Members representing Divisional Committees.. Each Division to be represented
on a rota.
(C) The four members of the County Committee elected from their respective
categories to the Management Committee may not serve for more than three
consecutive years on the Management Committee and having served
such term shall be ineligible for a period of one year to contest an election for that
category on the Management Committee. (Ballyhaunis)
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Games
5. All development squad players, at all age groups, must be available to play with their
Clubs for all League and Championship games. (Westport)

6. No county manager or delegate can issue instruction to development squad players
on the amount of time or time limit that a player can play in club games or that any
player will feel pressured in any way to not play with their club for the sake of
development plans or further progression within the county teams. (Westport)
7. All team panels and development squad players be declared and clubs with players
involved will be officially notified by official email by the county board. (Westport)

Player Eligibility

8. To extend T.O Rule 6.3 so that Central Council have the authority to define additional
grounds under which a player may claim to have an ‘Other Relevant Connection’ with
a particular club or county.
Rationale for this proposed change: (1) To reflect the changing geographic dispersion
of the population of Ireland, (2) To make provision for overseas-born players
relocating to Ireland to be able to declare for their ancestral clubs/counties (beyond
first generation) if they so wish, (3) To consider making a provision in rule for a player
to claim a relevant connection to a GAA club/county by virtue of his mother’s
involvement with LGFA/Camogie Association in that county/club catchment area, (4)
To make provision for migrant workers and families who may wish to remain attached
to a previous club/county other than their first club/county, (5) To enable Central
Council make provision for other grounds and exceptional cases as they deem
appropriate. (Tuar Mhic Éadaigh)
9. To amend T.O. Rule 6.9 (b) (iii) so that all counties can avail of the provision for a player
to play with a county with which he has an ‘Other Relevant Connection’ as defined in
T.O. Rule 6.3. (Tuar Mhic Éadaigh)
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NOTES
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