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Introduction
This booklet will provide a helpful resource for Coaches
working with any group from U9 up and is easily adaptable
for Football Coaches as well.
What we have tried to do, is give you a handy resource to
accompany you in designing content for the winter
months, when you might be limited to the use of a ball
wall, Astro turf or a simple indoor court. All the exercises
and games in this book are tried and trusted and have
been used specifically with 10-14 year olds but some have
also been adapted to working with adult groups.
What we endeavour to achieve with this resource is to
challenge coaches to think differently about how to use
your surroundings and to change the way of traditionally
using the Ball Wall, Astro Turf or the Indoor Hall. We will
show how straight-line exercises can be easily adapted to
include more movement, more personnel and additionally
more Fun into the training sessions.
Use this resource as an accompanying part of your
coaching and adapt and change all the exercises to suit the
level of your group and their environment.
Best of luck with your coaching.
Coaching the GAAme Team
#BetterCoachingBetterPlayers

Jodihanna@yahoo.com 07 Sep 2020

How to Coach
IDEA Method for Skill Introduction:
Introduce-the skill by saying why it is being practiced and
how it can be useful in a match.
Demonstrate-the skill so the children can see how to do it.
Use Head, Hands, Feet to help guide you with this. What
should your head be doing, what should your hands be
doing etc.
Execute-the skill by getting the players to practice the skill
Attend-the skill. Observe the players doing the skill and
give tips on improving technique where needed.
STEP Method for Skill Progression:
Space-to make an exercise easier or harder, can you
change the space by increasing space or decreasing.
Exercise and game will alter accordingly.
Time-can you put in a time element e.g. 2 minutes to get
as many points as possible, or 3 seconds to make a play to
change the dynamic of the exercise.
Equipment-can you add in a goal, another ball, etc to
change the process of the exercise.
Personnel-can you add in people or take away people to
make the exercise easier or harder e.g. piggy in the middle
is 5 vs 1 which will make it easier to execute the skill with
less immediate pressure
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FUNdamentals
Movement Games and Activities for Warm Ups. The Warm
up should have 3 mains targets:
1. Full Participation for all players
2. Heartrate rises through fast movements
3. Fun
Here are a few suggestions of games that will hit the 3
targets above. Multi directional movement and adding a
winning element will engage the players from the very
start of the session. The exercises and games listed might
help you as a guide, but don’t be afraid to try something
new and different yourself. Introduce elements of the
Gaelic 15 warm up for older groups & activation exercises.
Chase/Tag Freeze Games:
All these games are the same concept with a slight
variation on how players are set free. Approx. ¼ of the
group are designated catchers, change catchers after
45-60 seconds of each game.
• Flush the Toilet: Player caught stands still with one
arm outstretches. Can be set free by a team mate
pushing the hand down (flushing the handle).
• Turtles: Player caught lies on their back with arms
and legs up in the air, like a turtle on its shell. Player
is set free by team mate rolling them onto their side.
• Stuck in the Mud: Player caught stands still with legs
spread wide apart. Can be set free by team mate
crawling between their legs.
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•

•

Under the Bridge: Player caught goes down on all 4’s
and makes a Bridge with their body, with back
arched up. Player is set free by team mate crawling
under the player.
Frogs: Player caught goes down on their knees and
crouched down. Player is set free by a team mate
frog jumping over them

Bulldog:
One catcher starts, and all other players must run from
one side of the area to the other without getting
caught. If they get caught, they become a catcher.
Continue until only 1 person remaining, the winner
Animal Movements:
This is where the coach calls out an animal’s name and
the players mimic the movement of that animal such as
the following:
Bear Crawl: Players crawl on all 4s
Monkey: Players crouch down and hop around
Snake: Lie and belly and slide around
Cheetah: Sprint as fast as possible
Snail: Go as slow as possible
Crab: On all 4’s, with back to the ground.
Kangaroo: Feet together and legs straight and hop, hop,
hop.
Frog Jumps: Squat down and jump up.
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Monkey Tails:
Each player starts with a bib hanging from the back of
their tracksuit. Different variations include:
Elimination- Everybody has one and you must rob from
someone else but protect your own one. Last player
standing is the winner. Once yours is gone, you are
eliminated.
Partner Tag- Play against 1 person only, try to steal their
bib whilst they try to steal yours. After each win, restart
and play first to 5.
Rob and Stay- ¼ group have no bibs, they must try to
steal from one of the others. As soon as a person loses
their bib, they become a catcher and the other person
puts in the bib and is now free
Cups and Saucers:
Spread all the cones out over an area with about half of
them turned upside down. The group is broken into 2
teams, one teams task is to turn all the cones the right
way up, the other team must turn them upside down.
Whichever team has more done their way is the winner.
Simon Says:
Coach gives various commands such as sprint, jog, walk,
skip forward, skip side to side, run backwards, lunge
walk, squat jump etc
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Utilising the Ball Wall and
Surrounding Area
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Using the Ball Wall and Area
Ball Walls, Astro Turfs and Indoor areas are much more
freely available now and with teams willing to play and
train into the winter months, getting full value of the
resources available to you is crucial. We will break down
the skills, show how to use them in the “Traditional” Ball
Wall methods and then how to use them in more “Games
Based” exercises that are possible.
Off the Wall Exercises
These will be traditional Ball Wall exercises. Most are like
those seen before, but we will give 2 or 3 variations on
how to progress these exercises to make them more
advanced as the groups masters one. Using the Ball Wall is
a great method to ensure maximum number of touches of
the ball in a short period of time, but it is sometimes not
hugely beneficial to be working a skill in total isolation
from all the other aspects of the game
In the Area and Games Based Exercises
As stated above, working on a skill in isolation without an
opponent can be limiting Skill Development wise. With
these exercises, we will complement the main skill focus of
the “Off the Wall” exercise with competitive Games Based
exercises that will challenge all the dimensions of the skill
and put it into practice in a Game scenario. These will
hopefully challenge the player to improve the skill under
tested conditions of a direct opponent/s.

Jodihanna@yahoo.com 07 Sep 2020

Creating Greater Learning Opportunities
The Ball Wall is traditionally a magnet for straight line
exercise with each player waiting for their turn. To pose
greater challenges to the players, a more chaotic
environment is necessary. By embracing chaos, players will
become natural problem solvers, their peripheral vision
will improve, they will learn how to negotiate difficult
situations and find a solution. A lot of the games in this
book that use “in the area” will embrace chaotic
situations. All the groups and teams will all be using the
same space for most of the Games. There will be cross
over of players, balls and contests into one another’s
space. This is another challenge the players will face
during the exercises.
As we say with all our resources, this should be used as a
base. Use your own imagination to alter and change these
games and exercises to suit the needs of your own group.
These are generic exercises that can be done with any
number of players, depending on the area available. Don’t
be afraid to try something new. Just because what we
offer works, does not mean it cannot be improved.
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Hand passing
Equipment
Sliotars
Skills
Hand passing, Catching, Ball Control
Off the Wall Set up as in diagram.
&
1. Player 1 hand passes the ball off the wall,
Progression
catches the ball and hand passes it to
Player 2, who repeats to Player 3. Keep
rotating.
2. Player 1 hand passes it off the wall and
Player 2 catches the ball and hand passes
it off the wall for Player 3 to catch and
repeat.
3. Player 1 stands at the wall, while player 2
has the ball. Player 2 must hand pass the
ball against the wall using overhand,
underhand or bouncing hand pass. Player
1 must try to stop the hand pass. Player 1
then goes to back of line whilst Player 3
becomes the hand passer, Player 2
becomes the blocker

5m
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In the
Area

Skill Focus

Using the whole area in their groups of 3.
1. Piggy in the middle: Each player spends 45
seconds in the middle and the other two
try to keep the ball off them by hand
passing. Each interception is a point for the
Piggy. Player with the most points wins.
Vary the type of hand pass for each game
2. 3 vs 3: Each group of 3 pair off against
another group of 3. Team must retain
possession by hand passing only for the 1minute game. Team in possession at the
end of the minute are the winners. Swap
opposition after 2 games.
3. Set up a 1m wide goals at either end of the
area. 3 vs 3 again, team must hand pass
the ball into the opponents’ goal for a
score. Team with highest score after 2
minutes are the winners. Change
opponents, where the winners will play
another winner and the loser plays another
loser. High focus on physical contact,
Fitness and Game Specific Movements.
• Encourage clear striking action of the hand
so that it does not look like a throw.
Exaggerate the movement in training.
• Encourage rising the Hurley to protect the
hand & protect the flight of the ball
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High Catch
Equipment
Wall Ball/Tennis Balls
Skills
High Catch
Off the Wall Set up as in Diagram
&
1. Player 1 throws the ball high against the
Progression
wall and catches the ball himself. He
turns and hand passes the ball to Player 2
who repeats. Repeat for all players.
2. Player 1 throws the ball high against the
wall and Player 2 runs in to catch the ball.
Player 2 then repeats for Player 3. Repeat
3. Player 1 throws the ball up against the
wall, Player 2 tries to catch whilst Player 3
adds token pressure by trying (very
lightly) to bat the ball. Player 2 then
throws for Player 3 to catch and Player 1
to put on pressure. Increase intensity of
pressure according to ability of the group.
Alternate the pressure from the front and
the back so player gets used to protecting
himself from both sides

5m
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In the
Area

Skill Focus

Using the whole area in their groups of 3
1. Player 1 throws the ball up between Player
2 and Player 3 who compete for the high
catch. The person who catches/wins
possession then becomes the thrower for
the contest between the other 2 players.
2. Make goals using wall markings/cones.
Player 1 starts in goals and throws the ball
up between the Player 2 & 3. Whoever
wins possession must then try to score a
goal by hand passing the ball past the
goalkeeper. The goalkeeper then replaces
the losing player, so winner stays on.
3. Pair up with another group. Team must try
to maintain possession by any means but
can only score a point when a teammate
catches a ball above their head. Continue
for 2 minutes. Swap opposition.
• Build up opposition pressure slowly to
coincide with players ability, Coach may
have to step in for some of these elements.
• Encourage strong protection with the
Hurley perpendicular to the ground.
• Strong wrists on Hurley hand and ideally
the catching hand is at a 45-degree angle
• Hurley should be behind the line of the
head when protecting behind and in front
of the body when protecting in front.
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Striking for the Catch
Equipment
Wall Ball/Tennis Balls
Skills
Close Strike, Catch, Ball Control
Off the Wall Set up as in Diagram
&
1. Player 1 strikes the ball into the ground
Progression
before the wall, so that it bounces up off
the wall. He then catches it, if it is high
enough or control if low. He then hand
passes the ball to Player 2 who repeats.
Repeat for Player 3.
2. Player 1 strikes the ball as above, but this
time Player 2 collects the ball. When
Player 2 strikes the ball, Player 3 catches
it. Player 3 then strikes for Player 1 to
catch and repeat.
3. Race between the groups. Repeat
Exercise 2 and the first team to 10 clean
catches or the team with the greatest
number of consecutive passes in 1
minute will be the winner

10m

Jodihanna@yahoo.com 07 Sep 2020

In the
Area

Skill Focus

Using the whole area in their groups of 3
1. Piggy in the middle where 2 players keep
the ball off one player for 45 seconds.
Players are only allowed to pass the ball via
bounce pass where the ball is hit into the
ground so that it bounces up for the
teammate to control/catch.
2. 3 vs 3: Pair up with another group to play a
possession game. Players can only pass the
ball via bounce pass. Team in possession
after 1 minute is the winner.
3. 3 vs 3: As above, except with a 2m wide
goal at each end. Players can only pass the
ball via bounce pass and can only score via
bounce pass into the goals, where ball
touches ground before crossing goal line
• For the bounce pass, it is a great pass to
get the ball out of tight situations to a
player close by.
• This is a good pass as it gives the receiver
an opportunity to catch the ball at waist
level in the hand, rather than taking a
touch if it is lower down.
• Keep elbows tucked in and snappy wrists
to flick the ball, as this skill is likely used
when near an opponent, it needs to be a
tight, sharp swing.
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Long Strike and Gaining Possession
Equipment
Wall Ball/Tennis Balls
Skills
Long Strike, Ball Control, Catch
Off the Wall Set up as in Diagram
&
1. Player 1 strikes the ball low against the
Progression
wall, he then runs into collect the ball
with his first touch or with a catch if the
ball is above the knees. He turns, hand
passes the ball to Player 2 who repeats.
Players 3 repeats.
2. Player 1 strikes the ball low against the
wall, but this time Player 2 runs in to
control the ball. Player 2 then hits for
Player 3 to control the ball and repeat for
the group.
3. Player 1 strikes the ball low against the
wall, he then collects the ball and solos
the ball forward into the wall. He touches
the wall, then turns and strikes the ball
low to Player 2. Player 2 repeats the
same exercise. Repeat for the group.

20m
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In the
Area

Skill Focus

Using the whole area in their groups of 3
1. Piggy in the middle, 2 vs 1 by passing the
ball more than 15m in whatever way they
want. If player does not control with first
touch or catch at their first try, that player
then becomes the piggy.
2. 3 vs 3: Pair up with another group and
maintain possession by passing the ball at
least 15m. Five consecutive passes is a
point for the team. Continue for 2/3
minutes and then swap opponents.
3. 3 vs 3: Team in possession must make 3
passes (any pass will do, hand-pass,
bounce pass, long pass etc). After getting 3
passes in a row, they must then strike the
ball at the Wall from at least 10m away.
That counts as 1 point. The game continues
straight away, and teams repeat the
activity for the allocated time.
• For Ball Control, player ideally gets in line
with the ball so that he is taking the first
touch with the ball directly in front of the
body, not to the side. Hurley should be
straight from top to bottom, so it would
not be visible to someone standing behind.
• Two hands on the Hurley, and the Hurley in
line with the body at a 45-degree angle
facing in front of the body.
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Jab Lift
Equipment
Wall Ball/Tennis Balls
Skills
Jab Lift, Competing for Possession on Ground
Off the Wall Set up as in Diagram with ball on the ground
&
5m in front of the group
Progression 1. Player 1 runs forward, Jab lifts the ball
and strikes against the wall. He collects
the ball and places it back at the line.
Repeat for Player 2 and Player 3.
2. 1 Minute Test: Each group to repeat the
above exercise, and whichever team gets
most jab lifts and strikes in 1 min is the
winner
3. Players start at the wall with the ball 15m
out. On the whistle Player 1 and Player 2
run out to gain possession, whichever
player gains possession then must try to
pass the ball to Player 3 who is waiting at
the wall. Rotate players each time, so
that players get 2 turns, then have a
break. Allow 1 player a 2m head-start.

Exercise 3
20m
Exercise 1
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In the
Area

Skill Focus

Using the whole area
1. Spread all the balls out over the area. In
pairs, Player 1 is to Jab lift as many balls as
possible, whilst Player 2 tries to stop them.
Swap roles after 30 seconds and swap
opponents.
2. In pairs, each pair is given a number. All
the players lined up by the wall. Coach
throws a ball out and calls a number. That
pair to contest for the ball. Player that wins
the ball must carry ball all the way back to
the wall whilst being tackled by opponent.
Repeat for all pairs numerous times
3. Split the group into 2 teams. With all the
balls in the area, Team 1 must jab lift all
the balls and pass them to the coaches,
whilst Team 2 try to stop them. Coach to
time how long it takes for Team 1 to win
every ball. Swap roles and repeat again.
• For the Jab Lift, it is important that
technically the player is competent. The
toe of the Hurley should be facing out, not
in.
• Two hands on the Hurley, but as they get
older and more proficient, they may go to
one handed pick-ups, but ensure that they
shorten the Hurley when executing this.
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Feint and Side Step
Equipment
Wall Ball/Tennis Balls
Skills
Feint, Side Step, Tackling
Off the Wall Set up as in Diagram
&
1. Player 1 starts with the ball and hand
Progression
passes the ball to Player 2. Player 2 then
runs towards Player 1 and side steps him
before striking the ball against the wall.
Player 2 then turns and passes to Player
3, who runs toward Player 2 and side
steps him before striking the ball against
the wall. Repeat for Player 1 and
continue.
2. Same as above, except the Player that
hand passes the ball is now an actual
tackler. Player in possession must
maintain possession and run to the wall
whilst being tackled. Repeat for all
Players.

Player 1
20m
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In the
Area

Skill Focus

Using the whole area in their groups of 3
1. Player 1 goes in goals, Player 2 starts 20m
away and Player 3 is in the middle. Player 1
passes the ball to Player 2 who tries to side
step/feint past Player 3 and hand pass to
player 1. Player 2 then becomes the
attacker, Player 3 is the passer and Player 1
is the tackler. Repeat for all players
alternating starting point each time.
2. Player 1 in goals, Player 2 vs Player 3
outside. Player 1 hits 50:50 ball up
between Player 2 and Player 3. Whoever
wins the ball, must run to the opposite wall
before turning to take on their opponent
and try to get past him. Change Goalkeeper
after 1 minute and play 2 matches each.
3. 3 vs 3: Pair up with another group.
Possession game for 1 minute. But when a
player is in possession, he can’t pass the
ball until he takes on an opponent and gets
past him. Rotate opponents.
• For the side step, it is important to get the
player to feign to one side, plant the foot
and then drive off to the other direction.
• From a defender’s perspective, learning to
play the angles and force the player where
you want them to go.
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Hook
Equipment
Wall Ball/Tennis Balls
Skills
Hook
Off the Wall Set up as in Diagram in pairs
&
1. Player 1 runs across the court and tries to
Progression
Ground Strike each of the balls into the
goals/cones marked on the wall. Player 2
stays behind and tries to hook each time.
Ensure balls are adequately spaced out.
Repeat on the way back and then swap
roles before repeating.
2. Same as above, except this time Player 1
is striking from the hand. He jab lifts the
ball and strikes for goal whilst Player 2
tries to stop him. Repeat on the way back
before swapping roles again. Repeat.
3. Player 1 starts at 20m line and takes 4
steps forward and strikes against the
wall. Player 2 to try to hook. Swap roles
after 5 and repeat.

Exercise 3
Exercise 1 & 2

20m
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In the
Area

Skill Focus

Using the whole area
1. 3 vs 3: Possession game. Players can only
strike the ball a minimum of 15m. 5
consecutive passes for a 1 point. Each
Hook is a point for opposing team.
Continue for 2 minutes, then repeat with
different opponents.
2. All the Balls spread around the area. In
pairs, Player 1 jab lifts any ball and tries to
strike it to the wall. Player 2 tracks player 1
and tries to Hook him. After 3 strikes, swap
roles. Repeat with different players.
• For the Hook, building confidence in the
players ability is crucial. By starting at
Exercise 1 Off the Wall, the hooker is going
to get a regular Striking motion (opponents
ground strike) to increase confidence. This
develops step by step to trying to hook in a
game scenario in Game 1 of “in the area”.
• For the hook, Player should be stood full
arm and Hurley length behind the striker.
When going for the Hook, the player lunges
in to place the Hurley between the hip and
the elbow. This should get into the plane of
the swing and get the hook.
• Coach to work with players with poor
technique and ensure a safe learning
environment for these players.
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Block Down
Equipment
Wall Ball/Tennis Balls
Skills
Feint, Side Step, Tackling
Off the Wall Set up as in Diagram in pairs
&
1. Player 1 starts at the wall, he hand passes
Progression
the ball to Player 2, who then tries to hit
the ball over the bar/line marked on the
wall. Player 1 after hand passing, follows
out and tries to Block Down Player 2.
Player 2 then becomes the Blocker and
Player 3 the striker. Repeat for all players.
2. Player 1 passes the ball to Player 2, Player
2 then solos to the far side of the area to
touch the opposite wall. Player 3 follows
Player 2. Player 2 then turns and tries to
hit a high ball to Player 1 whilst Player 3
tries to Block him down. All 3 players
then rotate where Player 3 is the passer,
Player 1 is the striker and Player 2 is the
Blocker. Rotate again.

10m
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In the
Area

Skill Focus

Using the whole area in groups of 3
1. Piggy in the middle: One player in the
middle of the other 2. Piggy must try to get
as many Block Downs as possible. Players
can only puck the ball over the Piggy’s
head. Swap roles after 45 seconds.
2. Piggy in the middle: This time, players can
hit the ball in any direction, high or low.
Piggy now must work harder to anticipate
where the ball will be going and where he
needs to put his Hurley to get the Block
Down.
3. 3 vs 3: Possession game with 5 consecutive
passes is a point. Players can pass by any
methods but each Block Down is worth a
point. Players will have to Block Hand
passes, Bounce Passes, Overhead passes
etc.
• For the Block Down, building confidence in
the players ability is crucial. Coach may be
the striker initially, so that the player feels
safe performing the skill.
• Key points are to ensure the Hurley stays
up, not dropping down. Eyes on the ball
and to make the body as small as possible.
• As players get older, they will progress to
he Reach Block Down with one hand on the
Hurley.
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Equipment
Other Skills

Other Skills
Wall Ball/Tennis Balls, Cones/Markers
All these Skills done in the Area
1. Solo Run: In pairs, Player 1 has the ball.
Player 2 tracks and tries to dispossess
Player 1. Each dispossession is a point for
the tackler. Continue for 30 seconds and
swap roles. Change opponents for Round
2 and Round 3.
2. Dribble: Same as solo run exercise, but
only allow Ball on the ground.
3. Ground Strike: Set up No Mans Land. A
line in the middle of the area, split the
group into 2 teams either side of the line.
Teams must strike the ball into the
opponent’s side. Team with most amount
of Balls in their side are the losers. Add a
Goal to the back of each end zone, so
that teams must direct their ball to the
goal and get a point for each goal scored.
4. Bat Down: Set up 2 end Zones. Teams
must stay in their own end zone. Players
must try to hit the ball against the 2m
high Crossbar or Line on the wall. Players
must try to Bat Down the opposition ball.
5. Roll Lift: In pairs, players have 1 ball
between them. Players jostle for the ball
and on the coaches’ call, they must try to
roll lift the ball
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Games Using the Area
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Equipment
Description

Progressions

Diagram

No Mans Land 1
Cones, Ball per Player, Bibs.
Set up as below, with 2 teams either side
of a half way line
• Object is to hit all the balls into the
other teams’ side
• Team with the least amount of balls at
the end of the time is the winner
• Add in a Goal at the end of each
teams’ zone and players must try to
score into the goal for a bonus point
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Equipment
Description

Progressions

Diagram

No Mans Land 2
Cones, Ball per Player, Bibs.
Set up as below, with 2 vs 2 on either side
of a half way line
• Ball in thrown into either side. Team
in possession must make 1 pass on
their own side to a teammate, before
then passing the ball to a teammate
on the other half of the area.
• Each successful pass across the half
way line is a point for the passing
team.
• Decrease the number to 1 vs 1 on
either side.
• Increase the number to 3 vs 3 or 4 vs
4 and increase the number of passes
needed on each side before passing
across.
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Equipment
Description

Progressions

Diagram

No Mans Land 3
Cones, Ball per Player, Bibs.
Set up as below, with 1 vs 1 in each ¼.
• Ball in thrown into any ¼.
• Players compete for the ball. Player in
possession must pass the ball to a
teammate in another ¼, who then
does the same. After all 4 players in a
team have successfully won
possession and passed it on, they get
a point. Team with most points after 3
minutes is the winner
• Increase the number to 2 vs 2 in each
¼. Players must complete 1 pass in
here before moving it to another
group.
• Vary the type of pass allowed, Hand
pass, Low Strike, Bounce Pass etc
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Equipment
Description

Progressions

Diagram

Mini Games 1
Cones, Ball per Player, Bibs.
Set up as many small pitches across as
needed to facilitate 3 vs 3 games with 1m
wide goals
• Match: Teams can only score by
Flicking the ball into the goals.
• Team with most goals after 2 minutes
win.
• Swap opponents and repeat.
• Decrease the number to 2 vs 2 or
increase to 4 vs 4 depending on size
of area.
• Alter the method of scoring e.g.
Normal scoring, Hand pass ball
through goal to score, Carry the ball
though the goal to score etc

H

H

H

H
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Equipment
Description

Progressions

Diagram

Mini Games 2
Cones, Ball per Player, Bibs.
Set up as below, with 1 goalkeeper and
the 2 vs 2 outfield
• Keeper pucks out the ball. Teams
outside fight for possession and when
in possession must complete 2 passes
before, they can shoot for goals.
• Play 5 games and rotate the keeper
for each game
• Increase the number to 3v3 or 4 vs 4
depending on space available.
• Alter the method of scoring e.g.
Normal scoring, Hand pass ball
through goal to score, Carry the ball
though the goal to score etc

H

H
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Equipment
Description

Progressions

Mini Games 3
Cones, Ball per Player, Bibs.
Set up as shown, with one goal in each
corner of the area. Games are played criss
crossing from one corner to the opposite
corner. Goal 1 vs Goal 4, Goal 2 vs Goal 3.
• Normal Game playing the longest
distance possible.
• Games will be criss crossing so there
will be lots of traffic to negotiate.
• Increase the playing numbers to 4 vs 4
or 5 vs 5 depending on size of area.
• Player must break a tackle when in
possession.
• Alter the method of scoring e.g.
Normal scoring, Hand pass ball
through goal to score, Carry the ball
though the goal to score etc

Diagram
1.

H

H2.

3.

H

H4.
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Attacking & Defending Games 1
Cones, Ball per Player, Bibs.
Set up as in the diagram.
• Equal number of teams of 3 at Point X
& Y.
• Teams attack for 1 possession, defend
for 1 possession then take a break.
• E.g. Blue teams have possession, they
try to score on the Red Team. After
play finishes, (score, save,
dispossession), Yellow team become
attackers and Blue become defenders.
After play finishes, White become
attackers and Yellow Defenders.
• Repeat for all teams
Progressions • Increase to 4 vs 4.
Diagram
X.
Equipment
Description

H
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H
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Attacking & Defending Games 2
Cones, Ball per Player, Bibs.
Set up as in the diagram.
• Equal amount of teams of 3 at Point X
& Y, with all players at Point Y
Defenders & Attackers at Point X.
• Blue start with the ball, they must try
to score on the red team.
• Winning team stays on, the losing
team is replaced e.g. If Blue Score,
they restart with another ball from X.
If Red get a stop, they stay on as
Defenders to defend the White team
who are now attacking.
• Team with the most wins in a row are
the winners after 5 minutes.
Progressions • If the attackers score, the coach
passes a ball into them, so they don’t
have to come all the way back to X.
Diagram
X.
Equipment
Description

H
.Y
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Attacking & Defending Games 3
Equipment
Cones, Ball per Player, Bibs.
Description
Set up as in the diagram.
• Group split into 4 equal teams.
• First team to score is the winner of
the game.
• Winning team stays on.
• Losing team is replaced by the next
team up.
• Continue for 10 minutes, keep track of
the wins for each team.
Progressions • Just use 3 teams if space and numbers
permit.
Diagram

H

H
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Games

Fun Games to Finish the session
• Crossbar Challenge: Using a line on
the wall, each player gets a chance to
hit the crossbar.
• Last man Standing: All players lined up
one behind the other as far back from
the wall as possible. Each player has 2
lives. First player lifts and strikes the
ball of the wall. Player 2 must control
the ball with 1 touch and strike back
against the wall before the ball stops
moving. Player 3 then repeats.
Continue until only 1 player is left
standing. Increase or decrease the
number of lives according to group
size.
• Penalty Shoot out: Put a goalkeeper
into the goal and each player takes a
penalty. If you score, you progress to
round 2, if you miss, you are
eliminated.
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Notes and Ideas:
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To Purchase our other Products, visit our website at:
www.gaamecoaching.com
Coaching the GAAme Nursery
Book €9.99.
This book is suitable for any
coaches working with the 4-7
age groups and for Primary
School teachers who want to
coach GAA to their pupils in
Junior Infants to 1st Class

Coaching the GAAme 50
Exercises for Youth/Adult Hurling
Coaches Book €13.99
It is a fantastic resource for all
Coaches working with Youth and
Adult players in both codes. It is
done through Hurling, but all
games are easily transferred to
Football

Both Books are available for €20
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Follow us on:
Twitter: @GAAmeCoaching
Facebook: Coaching the GAAme
Website: www.gaamecoaching.com
FOR MORE TIPS AND IDEAS
#BetterCoachingBetterPlayers

