Fanaithe Na Bríde
Bride Rovers GAA

Annual General Meeting 2017
1ú Nollaig
8.00pm
Bartlemy Parish Hall

Clár
1. Miontuairiscí
Minutes of the 2016 AGM
2. Tuarascáil an Rúnaí
Secretary’s Report
3. Tuarascáil an Chisteóra
Treasurer’s Financial Report
4. Oráid an Chathaoirligh
Chairperson’s Address
5. Toghacháin na nÓifigeach
Election of Officers
6. Na Rúin
Consideration of Motions received by the Secretary
7. Aon Gnó Eile
Any Other Business

Senior Hurling
RedFm Senior Hurling League
In last year’s report I raised the question of the size of the Senior Hurling League. In
January it was decided by the Senior Clubs to split the league into two sections and then
have four separate groups to determine the Quarter Finalists. On paper the format looked
impressive but in reality it was disastrous for the clubs. Having been knocked out of
Championship early we did not play in phase two but well before this the interest County
wide for the league had diminished. I still feel that an 18 game league is unworkable but
the present format will be reviewed for 2018.

Cork County Senior Hurling Championship
We started our campaign with a heavy defeat in the Preliminary Round to reigning County
Champions Glen Rovers in Pairc Uí Rínn. In Round 2B we played Avondhu in
Castletownroche in a repeat of last year’s fixture and despite a nervous first half we
managed to use our strength and fitness to kick on in the second half to win by a goal. This
result put us into Round 3 where we played Duhallow. Despite it being a glorious day
nothing went well for us, the divisional side managed to find their scores that bit easier
throughout to win by two points.
A word of thanks to the team management of Joe Delaney, William O’ Leary, Tom Mulcahy
and Daniel Lane.

Date
06-05-17
24-06-17
16-07-17

Venue
Team 1
Pairc Uí Rínn
Bride Rovers
Castletownroche Bride Rovers
Pairc Ui Rinn
Bride Rovers

Score
2-14
2-15
0-16

V
V
V
V

Score
Team 2
2-30 Glen Rovers
0-15 Avondhu
0-18 Duhallow

Bainisteoir’s Report
Courtesy of Joe Delaney
Our year came to an abrupt halt in July when we were beaten in Round 3 of the
championship by a better Duhallow team. Despite our best efforts throughout the year,
we couldn’t replicate our form from last year in both league and championship although
the new league format didn’t allow for this with fewer games.
We had notable victories throughout the year and gained a small piece of revenge on
Douglas when we beat them by 16 points in their place the week after we had been
beaten comprehensively by Glen Rovers in the Championship.
We had a hard earned win with a much changed Avondhu team in Castletownroche.
Injuries were considerable throughout the year as well as some notable retirements, but
this allowed opportunities for others to show their worth, which they did with aplomb.
I would like to thank all within the club who contributed in any form throughout my tenure
as Manager/Coach of the team. A particular thanks to players who always pulled in the
right direction and to my management team of William, Daniel, Tom, Paul, Adrian,
Maurice, Courtney, Ken and managements of other teams who co-operated and always
put player welfare first.
Thanks to the club executive for the support of the team who have enabled the team to
achieve their true potential. On behalf of my management team, I wish the incoming every
success in the future and we look forward to offering our full support to them in their
future endeavours.

Daniel Dooley leaves the Avondhu defence in his wake during the SHC in Castletownroche.

Junior A Hurling
East Cork Junior Hurling League Division 2
Following on from being relegated to Division two for 2017 it was fantastic that the players
under new manager Oliver O’ Connor and Coach Dave Burke ended the year undefeated in
the league. A super effort was made by everyone involved right from the beginning of the
the year. For 2018 we will return to play Division One hurling league, which means that we
will face a higher quality of opposition which will no doubt benefit us in our championship
preparations.

East Cork Junior A Hurling Championship
We began our Championship campaign in June with a defeat to Russell Rovers in
Dungourney this led to a second round meeting against Erins Own in July. We were beaten
on the day by nine points but this was not a true reflection on the effort put in by both the
players and the management. Hopefully the injection of young players in 2018 will give our
second team a much needed boost. A special thanks to the team management of Oliver O’
Connor and Dave Burke.

Date
25-06-17
15-07-17

Venue
Team 1
Dungourney
Bride Rovers
Watergrasshill Bride Rovers

Score
2-10
1-08

V
V
V

Score
Team 2
1-19 Russell Rovers
1-17 Erins Own

Bainisteoir’s Report
Courtesy of Oliver O’ Connor
At the outset of the year we identified the need to take the Junior seriously for the future
of the club.
With that in mind the players and the team management targeted regaining our League
One status. That goal was achieved by winning Division Two having finished unbeaten in all
our league games.
Going forward the club is in a great position with a lot of young talent coming through to
the adult ranks in the coming years.
I would like to thank the Club Executive for making finances available to the Junior A team.
I want to ackknowledge the Senior Management for the help and co-operation given to
the Junior by Joe Delaney and his management team. I want to especially thank Dave
Burke for all his help with the team.
Finally, I want to genuinely thank the Junior panel for their effort, commitment and work
rate to achieve success for 2017.

Junior A Hurling Captain Brian Collins at the launch of the 2017 East Cork Hurling Championship.

Junior C Hurling
East Cork Junior Hurling League Division 3
Our third team got their league campaign under way in June with a defeat to Killeagh but
they bounced back with a victory over Dungourney and Watergrashill but were defeated
by Russell Rovers, Fr O Neills and Cobh.

East Cork Junior C Hurling Championship
We started out the 2017 Championship campaign once again as reigning champions. This
of course means that you are the team that everyone wants to beat. With a few new faces
in the team and a few veterans mixed in, it was Lisgoold who provided the first round
opposition. We once again faced Sarsfields in the semi final and we won by a single point
which sent us into our fourth final in as many years. On last Sunday November 26th we
faced Cobh in a repeat of the 2015 Final. After a great battle that went to extra time, we
were beaten on a scoreline of 3-19 to 2-17. Although the outcome was not what we had
wanted, it was a superb achievement to reach our fourth final in a row which many of the
same team and a particular thank you must go to the management of Billy Finnegan,
Seamus Buckley and James Murphy for their efforts with this team.

Date
24-09-17
26-10-17
26-11-17

Venue
Dungourney
Riverstown
Killeagh

Team 1
Bride Rovers
Bride Rovers
Bride Rovers

Score
5-24
0-14
2-17

V
V
V
V

Score
0-04
1-10
3-19

Team 2
Lisgoold
Sarsfields
Cobh

Bainisteoir’s Report
Courtesy of Billy Finnegan
This year saw us with many of the same group of players that had lead us to the last two
Junior C Hurling Championship wins in 2015 & 2016.
We got off to a slow start in the Division Three Hurling league, losing to Killeagh, Russell
Rovers and Cobh but as we have seen in recent years, this team starts to peak towards the
end of the year. We finished our league campaign with impressive and hard fought wins
over Dungourney and Watergrashill which set us up nicely for the Championship.
On Sunday September 24th we faced Lisgoold’s second team in Dungourney we got off to a
flying start and were playing some great hurling. The game was over as a contest quite
early on and we ended up winning by 35 points.
The manner of our victory over Lisgoold in the first round was possibly not the best
preparation for a semi final on October 26th in Riverstown. Sarsfields had a young team on
the night with many of their players having played at the highest grades at juvenile level
for the past few years. It was a real battle right from the start with no quarter given by
either side. Early in the second half the game seemed to be slipping from us having
conceded a goal which put Sars ahead by five points, but in true Rovers spirit the lads
never gave up and scored six unanswered points to claim a famous victory on a scorleine
of 0-14 to 1-10.
Last Sunday all roads led to Killeagh as we aimed to win the Michael Foley Cup for the third
year running. Cobh providing the opposition on the day. We had a number of injuries to
key players in the weeks leading up to the final but thankfully these had all cleared up in
time. The game itself was slow to come to life, this was not helped by the cold evening and
the soft ground conditions. Cobh led by a single point at half time, but in the second half
the experience of Terry Broderick, Jerome O Driscoll and Donal Ryan got on the scoresheet
and the cup looked to be returning to the club only for a late Cobh free found the back of
our net. Extra time was tough on both teams in those testing conditions but unfortunately
it was Cobh who finished the strongest winning by five points.
It was not due to a lack of effort or commitment that this great group of men were
defeated, they left everything out on the field and were a pleasure to work with. Lets hope
that 2018 will see us regroup and reclaim the trophy. A sincere thank you to my
management team of Seamus Buckley and James Murphy for all their help and support
during the year.

Under 21 Hurling
East Cork Under 21 A Hurling Championship
We began our Under 21 Hurling campaign in July versus Aghada in Castlelyons. We knew
coming into this game that it was going to be very tough and it lived up to be exactly that.
Our players showed fantastic character and some fine hurling skill to battle through what
was a very high scoring match. This two point win set up a semi final meeting verus
Watergrasshill. This game was fixed for Lisgoold and after a few nervous patches we pulled
clear at the end to win by five points.
The final against our near neighbours Castlelyons was fixed again for Lisgoold. The week
leading into the final was tinged with sadness following the untimely passing of Mary
Barry.
A special thank you to the management of Brian Murphy, Stephen Glasgow, Richie O
Regan and Barry Hazelwood for the time and effort that they gave to this promising group
of young men.

Date
29-07-17
18-08-17
10-09-17

Venue
Castlelyons
Lisgoold
Lisgoold

Team 1
Bride Rovers
Bride Rovers
Bride Rovers

Score
3-19
4-19
3-11

V
V
V
V

Score
3-17
4-14
4-15

Team 2
Aghada
Watergrasshill
Castlelyons

Our Under 21 Hurling Team before the Under 21 Championship Final v Castlelyons.

Bainisteoir’s Report
Courtesy of Brian Murphy
While ultimately the U21 hurling campaign ended in bitter disappointment, as a group of
management and players a lot was learned this year, especially in defeat.
We started training when timetables allowed in March, getting in odd sessions and games
over the next few months thanks to the help of both Minor, Junior and Senior
management teams. We played 7 challenge matches between internal games v seniors
and juniors and games v Glanworth x2, Kilworth & Castlemartyr.
First Round V Aghada
Played in Castlelyons in ideal conditions we got off to a terrible start v the favourites for
the championship, but due to the hard work and team play from the players we recovered
from the start to lead by 1 at half time and 2 at full time after a high scoring and high
quality match.
Semi final v Watergrasshill
On a windswept evening in Lisgoold we were with the wind in the first half and built up an
8 point lead at half time. In a pressurised game versus the neighbours we held out against
the wind with a constant scoring threat on the break a huge plus to us.
Final v Castlelyons
After a positive start against the elements we failed to adapt to outside factors in the
game, some factors that shouldn't be present in matches, but as a management we had
not prepared the players for these eventualities that might happen in a game. Also we
were bullied by a physically stronger and a far more aggressive side. The players tried to
the very end and were a credit to the club.

The management would like to thank the players for their commitment, the management
of minor, junior and senior teams for always working with us and the club for giving us
anything we requested.

Junior B Football
East Cork Junior B Football Championship
For 2017 it was again decided that we would not enter a Football League team and instead
concentrate our efforts into fielding a Championship team. The East Cork Board regraded
us to Junior B this year having failed to win an A grade game for the previous two seasons.
In some respects it was felt that this would be a help to us as we would be playing against
teams that were of equal ability.
In mid April we faced Midleton in the first round winning on a scoreline of 2-11 to 1-05.
In August we played Russell Rovers in the Semi Final. Unfortunately it wasn’t our day, l
osing on a scoreline of 1-05 to 1-06.
Hopefully next year the work that was put in can be impoved on yet again.
Thanks to the management of Daniel Lane, James Ahern, Joe Barry & Martin O Sullivan.

Date
17-04-17
11-08-17

Venue
Lisgoold
Lisgoold

Team 1
Bride Rovers
Bride Rovers

Score
2-11
1-05

V
V
V

Score
1-05
1-06

Team 2
Midleton
Russell Rovers

Under 21 Football
East Cork Under 21 C Football Championship
For 2018 it was decided to regrade our Under 21 team to the C grade and in March we
faced Cobh in the First Round. Our lads fought hard for the win but unfortunately the Cobh
proved too good for us in the end winning by 3 points. With numerous players available
again in 2018 and with the introduction of a successful group of players coming up from
the Under 17 ranks, there’s every reason to believe that we will be competitive in future
years.

Date
18-03-17

Venue
Watergrasshill

Team 1
Bride Rovers

Score
0-13

V
V

Score
3-07

Team 2
Cobh

Bainisteoir’s Report
Courtesy of Daniel Lane
For 2017 we held 16 football training sessions which was a sharp increase on previous
years. I would like to thank the Senior & Junior A Hurling Management teams in particular
of helping to decide upon a training schedule which in turn didn’t over burden any of the
players workloads.
The average attendance at these sessions was 12. This later increased when the Senior
Hurlers were out of Championship. The interest shown by many of the Senior Hurlers
proved that there is still a hunger towards playing football but the marrying of it with the
hurling is an ongoing struggle due to the large volume of games that the hurlers have to
get through.
On Monday April 17th we headed to Lisgoold to face Midleton’s second team in the first
round knowing that a win would put us into an East Cork Semi Final which would likely
take place later in the year which would give our players the summer to concentrate on
hurling. Our lads played really well throughout this game, showing really high levels of
footballing skill. It was great to get a Football Championship win under our belt for the first
time in a number of years and also to progress into the semi final of the competition,
winning on a scoreline of 2-11 to 1-05.
On August 11th we faced Russell Rovers again in Lisgoold. This was also their first football
team and it was apparent from early on that we were in for a very tough battle. Russell
Rovers had their homework done and played a counter attacking style which we struggled
to cope with at times.
The game was a war of attrition and was in the melting pot right to the finish where we led
by three points with less than five minutes remaining, but we were hit with a sucker punch
of a goal and a very dubious free to be beaten by the smallest of margins. This
performance did not show the full capabilites of this team, the players gave it there all but
it wasn’t our day. The team had a wonderful mix of both young and old and I have no
doubt that an injection of young fresh legs in 2018 will further boost football in the club
for the furure.
I want to give a special word of thanks to my management team of James Ahern, Joe Barry
& Martin O Sullivan who gave of their time so generously to help prepare this team.

Juvenile Club
Courtesy of Lisa Collins, Juvenile Club Runaí.

Under 6 & 7
U6, & 7 competed in numerous hurling and football blitz all over the county this season
and their performances were outstanding. The attendances at training and blitzes of all
these age groups has been second to none, this would not be possible without the
guidance and skills of our new young trainers and mentors.
Under 8
U8 competed in a new hurling and football blitz format in 2017, organized by Rebel Óg and
this was a huge success finishing up the season a few weeks ago playing in Pairc Ui
Chaoimh against stronger teams – Newtownshandrum, Blackrock and Na Piarsaigh. The
confidence, skills and teamwork these young kids have displayed this season has been
spectacular.
Under 9
U9 also participated in Rebel Og Hurling and Football League all around the county and
this proved to be a great success.
Under 10 & 11
U10 were very competitive in both hurling and football League basis games all through the
season and enjoyed wins and bore losses, The U 11's travelled to Cellbridge during the
summer and played outstanding games of hurling, returning victorious with the cup. They
finished off the year winning the Jerard Kenny Memorial Blitz, beating Carrig na bhear,
Watergrasshill and Lisgoold all by small margins.
Under 12
U12's had a fantastic year in hurling, not finishing as strong in the football. They lost by 1
point to Youghal in the semi-final of the hurling, who went on to win the League Title.
Under 13
The U13's had an exceptional year, losing by only 1 point in the P2 Football Final to Bantry
Blues in Macroom. They had another incredible year in P1 hurling, just to miss out by a
single point in the semi-final to St Finbarrs.
Under 14
U14's hurlers had a great campaign this year competing in P2A, they were denied a victory
by a goal and a point to Blarney in the League final. In the championship they won easily
over Newtownshandrum but lost out to their bogie team Blarney. In the football they lost
out to Aghada in the championship.
Under 16
2017 was a remarkable year for this group of players. The U16's hurlers competed in A
grade in the North Division, they were beaten by Ballygiblin in the League final, but went
on to win the Championship beating Fermoy. They didn’t stop there, they went on to win
the County also, victorious over Fermoy again. This was their third time beating Fermoy
this season.

In the Football they competed in the A grade of the East Division, the League did not get
completed due to congestion of fixtures. They reached the Final of the Championship only
losing out by a point to Fr O Neills. To end a brilliant year the U16 Hurlers won Rebel Og
award for the month of November.
Minors
Another fantastic year for the Minor team, competing in A grade Hurling and Football.
In the Football, they contested the League but weren’t victorious unfortunately this year.
They lost out in first round to Sliabh Rua by a narrow defeat.
The hurlers were victorious in winning the Championship and continued their success in
beating Killshannig in the County Championship in Killavullen, they are currently waiting to
play Ballygarvan in the League Final and we wish them every success.
As like the u16, the minors too won Rebel Og award for the month of November.
The Juvenile club would like to thank the Senior and the Ladies clubs for all their support
throughout the year, we are also hugely thankful and grateful to all our trainers, mentors
and parents for the commitment they have displayed all year.

County Minor A Hurling Champions 2017

Ladies Football & Camogie Club
Courtesy of Valerie Culloty, Ladies Club PRO.
Congratulations to the Cork Ladies who collected their third successive All Ireland Minor
Title with an impressive win over Galway and to our own local heroes Grace Culloty and
Sarah Murphy. Grace contributed to Cork's tally by scoring a wonderful point. Both girls
have been training since January with Cork and it was a great and proud day for their
families and the club. We are very proud for all concerned and for Grace and Sarah who
worked long and hard throughout the year. The club are very proud of you both and what
you have achieved.
A huge congratulations to the seven Bride Rovers girls that were selected on Cork
panels. Grace Kearney Senior Football, Jennifer Barry Senior and Intermediate Camogie,
Grace Culloty and Sarah Murphy Minor Football and Katie Quirke and Sarah Murphy U16
Football and Shauna Hayes at U14 Camogie.
Thanks to Irene Hogan who once again resurrected the infamous Bride Rovers Gaelic 4
Mothers & Others who finished their season on a high while competing at half time in the
exhibition games at the Ladies Football All Ireland Finals day in Croke Park on Sunday
last. The team were chosen to play at half time in the Senior final which in itself was a
great honour. Ballymun Kickhams of Dublin were the opposition and were a tough
opposition. The ladies were in their element as they marched onto the pitch from the
tunnel egged on by their large group of loyal supporters. While the game was only 10
minutes long it was the overall experience that will live long in the memory for this
group. No doubt many stories will be told for years to come of the day we played in Croke
Park. History was created for the ladies but also for the LGFA and female sports events in
general as the attendance reached record figures of 46,286. This figure was 12k up on last
year’s attendance and while we knew we would draw a crowd this figure went beyond our
expectations! Dreams do come true and fulfilling a lifetime goal were just some of the
sentiments felt by the Mammy’s at the end of the day. 2017 season is brought to a close
with the 2018 season holding lots of promise for more games and social events. There is
even talk of doing some indoor training for the winter so watch this space for further
details of this. Well done to all involved in this magnificent achievement. Thanks again to
the club, supporters, Ben Hogan, Liam Barry and all at Fermoy Print and design and TVM
for the video footage of the game. This would not have been possible without all the help
and support along the way and it is really appreciated by everyone.
Bride Rovers panel for the finals: Mary Ryan, Catherine Guinan, Marie Prior, Stephanie
Jones, Sinead O’ Driscoll, Martina Hoskins Somers, Caroline Broderick, Catherine Hegarty,
Fiona O’ Callaghan, Michelle O’ Brien, Kate O’ Driscoll, Clodagh Bermingham, Linda Ahern
and Irene Hogan.
Our minor camogie teams great championship run came to an end last Saturday in Castle
Road to an impressive Aghabullogue team.The Rovers have had a fantastic run in this
competition defeating St. Catherines, Ballinhassig and Aghada en route to the semi-final.

Their performances have being brave & gutsy through the campaign and thanks to their
selectors Sean Keating, Alan Murphy, Martin O'Sullivan & Mossie O'Sullivan for their work
with these girls. On the day Aghabullogue scoring power proved too much and we wish
them well in the County Final.
The All-Ireland Intermediate Camogie replay took place between Cork & Meath in the
Gaelic Grounds Limerick. In a low scoring and tough contest Meath came out on top by 3
points, 0-10 to 0-07. This was bitter disappointment for Cork as this was their second AllIreland lost in a row. Cork were leading at half-time 0-05 to 0-03 but only managed 2
points in the second half as Meath powered to victory.
We are very proud of Jen Barry who had a great year with both the Cork Camogie Senior
and intermediate teams and also to team selector Mossie O’Sullivan..
A record number of girls took part in the Bride Rovers Ladies Football & Camogie Club
summer camp. A total of 108 girls assembled every day at Pairc Na Bríde to have some fun
and games with their friends and coaches and for the most part the weather was fine too.
We had a very special guest on the Friday when Cork Ladies Football Star Orla Finn visited
the camp. She spoke to the girls about training and the importance of listening to your
coaches but also having fun playing football and camogie with friends. She answered many
of the interesting questions she asked and took part in an obstacle course with the girls.
Overall it was a very enjoyable week and finished on a high with DJ, Ice Cream cones and
goody bags.
Special thanks to Valerie Culloty for looking after the registrations, thanks to Jennifer Cahill
& Trish O’ Sullivan for co-ordinating the coaches and events for the week and to all our
coaches for their help. Thanks also to the parents who helped our everyday and to all 108
girls who took part in the camp. See you all next year.
The Bride Rovers Ladies & Max Runners in conjunction with St Nicholas A.C. hosted a very
successful 4 Mile Road Race in Rathcormac on Friday 25th August at 7.30pm. The event
was sponsored by Jump Juice Bars, as well as SIKA, Tolkheim, TVM, Shelly Mac Max Fitness
& Fermoy Print. Congratulations to all organizers and participants.
The club would like to thank the trainers, mentors and secretaries for the time, effort and
commitment afforded throughout the year, to the parents for their continuing
cooperation, and to our many sponsors who have supported the teams during the season.
We would like to thank Bride Rovers GAA club for the use of their facilities.

Pairc Na Bríde
Pairc Na Bríde was again a hive of activity for both young and old in 2017. The small and
large astroturfs were particularly busy at both the beginning and at ends of the year. It is
attracting a lot of interest from neighbouring clubs who have used the facility on a number
of occasions. We were delighted to welcome both the Cork Under 17’s and Minor Hurlers
who used our facilities on a number of occasions in preperation for their respective
championships.
The Main pitch saw a lot of activity between hosting our own matches and training and
also the hosting of games for both the Cork County Board and the East Cork Board. I would
like to take this opportunity to thank all those who helped out in anyway to ensure the
smooth running of these occasions but as always more help is always needed.
Pyne’s Pitch and Scannell’s field are fantastic facilities to have at our disposal, catering for
the ever growing number of teams that we have in the club. Our purchase of Scannell’s
field will help secure our facilities going forward and will be a major asset to the club in the
years ahead. Of course the new fencing currently being erected around the Main pitch will
give a fresh and modern look to the field for 2018 into the future to enhance the look of
our grounds.
A special thank you to the Grounds Committee in particular Denis Ahern for his time and
effort in maintaning our playing fields.

A view of Paírc Na Bríde.

Executive Meetings
Over the course of the year we held 12 executive meetings. The average attendance was
14. This is a disappointing figure considering that our total elected members to the
executive is 27. There are a number of people attending almost every meeting but we
need to increase participation in the coming year.
Name
Denis Ahern
Daniel Lane
Seamus Buckley
Paddy Hynes
Tom Mulcahy
Richie O Regan
Gerard Lane
Pat O Connor
Dan Quill
John Joe Carey
Billy Finnegan
Brendan O Driscoll
Donal Roche
Liam Barry

Attended
12
12
12
11
11
11
10
10
10
9
9
9
9
8

Name
Tom Kearney
Mossie O Sullivan
John Arnold
John Murphy
Players Rep
Paudie Murphy
Patrick O Driscoll
Oliver O Connor
William O Leary
Jerome O Driscoll
Joe Delaney
Joe Barry
Barry Hazelwood

Attended
7
7
6
5
5
4
4
3
3
2
1
0
0

Primary, Post-Primary, Colleges and Inter-County
It was great to see so many of our players representing Bride Rovers on Cork teams this
year. Eoin and Brian Roche reached the All Ireland Minor Hurling Final and captained the
victorious All Ireland Under 17 team. Also Patrick O Flynn and Kieran Kearney on winning
the All Ireland Under 16 B Hurling Championship. Jennifer Barry was a sub on the All
Ireland Senior Camogie winning team and starred at midfield for the Cork Intermediates
who were beaten after a replay in the All Ireland Final,and also to Mossie O Sullivan who
was a selector on that team. Once again Grace Culloty and Sarah Murphy tasted victory by
claiming the All Ireland Minor Ladies Football title along with Katie Quirke at Under 16
Football. Shauna Hayes represented the club for the Cork Under 14 Camogie team also.
The Cork Under 13 hurlers featured the following Bride Rovers players; Adam Walsh,
Conor Hazelwood, Cillian Tobin, Ronan O Connell, Josh Ahern, David Barry and Liam
Collins. These are very encouraging signs for the future.
A lot of work goes in to the promotion of Gaelic Games in our two local Primary Schools,
due mainly to the efforts of schools coach Noel O Brien. This has led to some great
successes by both Schools in the last number of years in the Sciath Na Scol competition. I
wish to thank the Principals of both schools for affording us the opportunity to coach the
young players of the future.

Eoin & Brian Roche
It was a year to remember for these two young men and their family. For the past number
of years the progression of both Eoin & Brian through the Cork Developments Sqauds has
been well documented, having tasted success for Club and County. The year 2000 was the
last time that a Bride Rovers man wore a Cork jersey on a Minor Hurling Team. On that
occasion Brian Murphy played on the losing team in the All Ireland Final. Unfortunately
history was to repeat itself in 2017.
The Roche brothers’ greatest day undoubtedly came on August 6th as joint Captains when
they climbed the steps of the Hogan Stand to collect the first ever All Ireland Under 17
Hurling Championship Trophy. This was a proud occasion for the many club members and
supporters who were there to witness that historic event.

Achievements of Eoin & Brian Roche this year;






Cork
All Ireland Under 17 Hurling Champions
All Ireland Minor Hurling Finalists
Munster Minor Hurling Champions
Munster Under 17 Hurling Champions

Bride Rovers
 County Minor A Hurling Champions
 East Cork Under 21 Hurling Finalists
St Colman’s College
 Dean Ryan Cup Champions
 Harty Cup Finalists
 Dr O Callaghan Cup Finalists





Awards
Rochestown Park Hotel, C103, Cork GAA Sports Stars of the Month July Winners
Electric Ireland Minor Hurling All Star Award (Brian)
Rebel Óg Monthly Award for January (St Colmans)
Rebel Óg Monthly Award for November (Bride Rovers)

Public Relations
Promoting and displaying our club to the community has been taken to a new level in
recent years, with numerous social media platforms now widely available. The club notes
in the Avondhu, thanks to our PRO John Arnold, are a great source of information to those
at home and abroad. The club text service is at its busiest in the summer months and
provides regular fixtures and other news updates to 315 people stretching from Kildinan to
Kenya.
The club website, www.briderovers.ie continues to see considerable traffic, with just
under 55,000 page views in the past twelve months. Photos, player profiles and our sports
prediction quiz were the most popular pages this year, while we had visits from 62
different countries, including significant numbers from Australia, China and as far away as
Ghana and Bolivia. The popularity of the sports prediction quiz page shows the website’s
usefulness in promoting our fundraising activities. Photographs and news items for the
website should be forwarded to gerardlanegaa@gmail.com.
Our club Twitter account @BrideRoversGAA has continued to go from strength to
strength, with 2,479 to date which is an increase of almost 20% on last year.

Sponsorship
To Rathcormac Tyres, Fermoy Print & Design and Veolia Environmental Services, we
sincerely thank you for providing the club with vital funds to help us support our teams
and facilities on an ongoing basis.
A word of thanks too to Cavanagh’s of Fermoy, Rejuvenate Health & Fitness & the
Rathcormac Inn and numerous anonymous donors for their generous contributions.
I encourage all our members to support our sponsors whenever possible.

Fundraising
The cost of running the club teams and facilities are increasing year on year. The selfless
work put in by our lotto sellers is very much appreciated and is bringing in much needed
funds on a weekly basis. However, we need more members and people in our community
to help us raise these vital funds.
A sincere thank you to those who sell tickets for the Club Lotto and also to those who give
up their time so generously every Tuesday night to ensure its smooth running. I want to
take this opportunity to thank the Rathcormac Inn and Barry’s Bar for hosting our lotto on
a weekly basis.
On December 15th last we sucessfully hosted the Cork GAA Clubs Draw. Please support our
Club Lotto and the Cork GAA Clubs Draw as these are essential fundraisers for our club..
The second year of the Sports Prediction Quiz again saw a much needed injection of funds
at the beginning of the year. 635 sheets were sold across the three clubs. I would like to
take this opportunity to thank Elaine and Dave Burke and also Liam Barry for helping me
set up the new system this year. Congratulations to Mike Keating who won this year’s
Sports Prediction Quiz.
The newly re-established Finance & Development Committee has been looking at ways to
raise funds for the club. As the numbers participating in our games increase locally, we
need to be a club that is driven to providing the best possible facilites to cater for their
needs. The soon to be launched Club 100 Membership package will hopefully generate a
steady flow of development funding which will reap the rewards in the years to come.
These are exciting times to be involved in such a committee and I thank each member for
their efforts to date.

Referees
2017 was another great year for our Referees and their officials. We are very lucky in the
club to have three referees operating at the top level.
James Bermingham continues to climb the refereeing ladder, it was a great honour to see
him officiate over his third County Senior Football Final on the day of the Official opening
of the new Pairc Uí Chaoimh.
Patrick O’ Driscoll is also progressing swiftly up the ranks. Pa officiated at many County and
Divisional matches in 2017 and is quickly developing a reputation as a referee that uses his
common sense and is very fair to all sides.
Mark Murphy is also officiating at the highest level operating at County and Divisional
level.
A sincere thank you must also go to the dedicated team that each of our referees have
with them, umpires and linesmen that support them along the way.

Referee James Bermingham tosses the coin before the SFC Final Replay at Pairc Ui Chaoimh

Conclusion
A Cháirde Gael,
Tá áthas orm an tuarascáil seo, an dara dom mar Runaí, a chur os comhair an gCruinniú
Bhlíantúil anocht.
It is my privilege to have presented to you my Annual Report and I wish to take this
opportunity to thank a number of people who have helped me during my second year as
Secretary of Bride Rovers.
Firstly, I would like to thank my colleagues in the Senior Hurling management, William O’
Leary, Tom Mulcahy and in particular Joe Delaney for their support. As we are stepping
down for 2018 I would like to take this opportunity to sincerely thank Joe and the panel of
players for their commitment and dedication over the past three years.
It would be remiss of me not to mention tonight the success of both Eoin and Brian Roche.
Witnessing these two young men climb the steps of the Hogan Stand to lift the All Ireland
Under 17 trophy is a moment that very few of us will ever forget, also to mention the
achievements that they have had with both our Club and St Colman’s College this year too
along with many awards and accolades. Here’s hoping that their attitude will encourage
many more young boys in this parish to strive for similar success.
I wish to thank our Juvenile Chairman Paddy Hynes and his officers for their efforts during
the past twelve months. The ever increasing numbers is fantastic to see and this only
bodes well for the future of the club.
To the Ladies Club and in particular the outgoing Chairman Liam Barry, I want to thank you
for your efforts again over the past year. The Ladies Club play a vital role in Bride Rovers
and it is great to see women of all ages participating in Gaelic Games.
Tonight we also remember the many supporters and members who passed away in 2017
in particular two Vice President’s Martin Murphy and Tom Barry and we offer our
sympathies once again to their families.
I wish to place on record my thanks to my fellow officers in particular Chairman Richie and
Treasurer Dan, members of the Club Executive, our board delegates, team managements,
players, lotto sellers and sub-committees for the tireless work that you do for this club.
Your work does not go unnoticed and on my own behalf I want to thank you all sincerely.
I would also like to thank my family for their support, in particular my father, whose
assistance and guidance has been a major help to me in carrying out all of my duties.

Finally, I wish all our incoming officers, team managements in particular our new Senior
Hurling Coach Pat Walsh and our players of all grades and across the three clubs the very
best for 2018 and I look forward to working closely with you.
Go Raibh Míle Mhaith Agat.

Dónal Ó Laighín, Runaí.
Daniel Lane, Secretary.

Election of Officers
President:
Vice Presidents:

Pat O Connor
Fr Neilus O Donnell, Canon Michael Leamy PP, Mick Barry,
Henry Hazelwood, John Arnold, Tom Barry.

Cathaoirleach
Leas-Cathaoirleach
Runaí
Asst. Runaí
Cisteoir
Asst. Cisteoir
PRO
Insurance Officer
Membership Officer / Registrar
Children’s Officer
Oifigigh Gaelige & Cultar
Health & Wellbeing Officer
Coaching Officer
Grounds Officer
Players Representative
Delegates to East Cork Board
Delegates to Cork County Board
Executive Members

2017
Richie O Regan
Gerard Lane
Daniel Lane
Patrick O Driscoll
Dan Quill
Vacant
John Arnold
Dan Quill
Daniel Lane & Dan Quill
Patrick O Driscoll
Mossie O Sullivan
Jerome O Driscoll
Jerome O Driscoll
John Murphy
Monthly Rotation Basis
Brendan O Driscoll (H)
Richie O Regan (F)
John Arnold (H)
Daniel Lane (F)
Pat O Connor
Denis Ahern
Liam Barry
Tom Mulcahy
Seamus Buckley
Tom Kearney
Billy Finnegan
Paudie Murphy
Donal Roche
William O Leary
Joe Barry
John Joe Carey
Barry Hazelwood
Senior Hurling Manager
Junior Hurling Manager
Junior Football Manager
Juvenile Club Chairman
Ladies Club Chairman

2018

Team Managements
2017

Senior Hurling

Junior A Hurling

Junior C Hurling

Under 21 Hurling

Junior B Football

Under 21 Football

Joe Delaney (Bainisteoir)
William O Leary
Daniel Lane
Tom Mulcahy
Oliver O’ Connor (Bainisteoir)
Dave Burke

Billy Finnegan (Bainisteoir)
Seamus Buckley
James Murphy

Brian Murphy (Bainisteoir)
Stephen Glasgow
Richie O Regan
Barry Hazelwood
Daniel Lane (Bainisteoir)
James Ahern
Joe Barry
Martin O Sullivan
Daniel Lane (Bainisteoir)
James Ahern
Joe Barry
Martin O Sullivan

2018

Sub Committees
Grounds
Denis Ahern, John Arnold, Billy Finnegan, Paddy Hynes, Tom Mulcahy, James Murphy, John
Murphy, Paudie Murphy, Pat O Connor, Jimmy Johnson, Dan Quill, Richie O Regan.
Finance
Dan Quill, Richie O Regan, Daniel Lane, Liam Barry, Denis Ahern, Billy Finnegan, Gerard
Lane, Helen Arnold, Tom Mulcahy, John Arnold, Jerome O Driscoll, Pat Culloty, Joe Barry,
Terry Broderick, Mark O Connell.
Coaching & Games Development
Jerome O Driscoll, Barry Hazelwood, Brian Murphy, Joe Delaney, Alan Fitzgerald.
Club Fixtures
Adult Club Chairman, Adult Club Secretary, County & Divisional Board Delegates, Juvenile
Club Rep, Senior Hurling Manager, Junior Hurling & Football Managers, Under 21 Hurling &
Football Managers, Minor Hurling & Football Managers.
PR and IT
John Arnold, Ger Lane, Liam Barry, Daniel Lane, Mike Liddane.
First Aid
Jerome O Driscoll, Kathleen Kearney, Barry Johnson.
GAA Social Initiative
Mossie O Sullivan, Kathy Kearney, Billy Finnegan, Richie O Regan, Teresa Power, Kathleen
O Regan, Frank Buckley, Betty Boyce.

